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Philosophy
Basics
Types
Most Sought
Challenges
Suggestions

Philosophy

• Participatory Government

• Encourage Involvement

• Become Invested

• Education of Government

• Skill Sets Match Boards

• End User Impact

Number of Boards/
Commissions

• 180+ Boards & Commissions

• 1,500 Positions



Most Sought
•Board of 

Regents

•Transportation

•Economic 
Development

•Utilities Board

•Racing & 
Gaming

Type

• Policy Setting

• Licensure

• Advocacy

• Advisory

• Judicial

• Departmental

Selection Criteria

• Gender

• Political Party Registration

• Geography

• Diversity

• Younger Iowans

Challenges
•Experience

•Narrow 
Requirements

•Association 
Driven

•Time 
Commitment

•“Siloed”

•Nontraditional 
Education Path

•Migration

•Protection vs. 
Protectionism

•Shield

•Overlapping



Disability Related

Independent Living

Prevention of Disabilities

Person with Disabilities

Autism Council
Brain Injuries Council

Vocational Rehabilitation

Developmental Disabilities Council

Hard to Fill

• Elevator Safety 

• Boiler and Pressure 
Vessel

• Plumbing and 
Mechanical Systems

• Electrical Examining

• Barbering Board

• Status of Women

• Interior Design 
Examining Board

• Native Americans 
Commission
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Suggestions

• Regular Budget Process

• Sunset 

• How Is Public Interest Served?

• Has the Need Past?



Watchmakers 
Board

Created 1945

End 1986

Senator Earl Willits:

If you want to know what a agency does,
 file a bill to do away with them and you 

will get all kinds of information.....

Thank You!


