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JOINT SESSION. 

I n  accordance with law and concurrent resolution duly adopted, 
the joint session was called to order, Hon. W .  L. Harding, Presi­
dent of the Senate, presiding. 

B y  unanimous consent the roll call was dispensed with, it being 
evident tha t  a quorum was present. 

The members of the Pioneers Lawmakers' Association were es­
corted to seats on the west side of the House chamber by the pro­
gram committee composed of Senators Whitmore and White, and 
Representatives Ball and Brammer. 

Senator Frailey delivered the address of welcome from the mem­
bers of the Thirty-sixth General Assembly. 

President Harding presented the Hon. Lot  Abrams, President 
of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association, to the joint session, and 
Mr. Abrams introduced Hon. G. L. Dobson who responded to the 
address of welcome. 

Senator Chase then addressed the joint session on behalf of the 
Senate. 

Representative Ring addressed the joint session on behalf of 
the House. 

The Hon. W .  P .  Hepburn addressed the joint session on behalf 
of the Pioneers Lawmakers' Association. 

A vocal solo was rendered by Mr. Thomas Dyer. 

Thompson of Des Moines moved that  the addresses delivered be­
fore the joint session be printed in  the journal. 

Motion prevailed and the addresses were ordered printed in the 
journal. 

SENATOR FRAILEY. 

Mr. President, Members of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association, Members 
of the Joint Assembly, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

In  my endeavor to  carry out the commission which you have so kindly 
entrusted to me  today I shall not hope to rise to the exalted station de­
manded by this occasion, and yet I hope that my shortcomings will be at­
tributed to the head and not to  the heart. I cannot quite understand why 
I was selected to  make this address. I say this, because these visiting 
lawmakers do not understand the situation. I understood that the ad­
dress was to  be made by a lawmaker. I want to state frankly that I a m  
not a lawmaker. I think that about seventy-five per cent of the bills that 
I voted for have been defeated and about seventy-five per cent of the  
measures that I voted against have been passed and will  become a law. 

It i s  no small honor to welcome here these legislators of the past gen­
eration who have made the history of this state,—they and their prede-
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cessors w h o  have  given t o  u s  of t h i s  genera t ion  a n d  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  t h a t  
which w e  so  proudly  call t h e  h i s to ry  of Iowa, a n d  gent lemen,  i t  i s  a m a r ­
velous h is tory  t h a t  you have  given us, t h i s  h i s to ry  of o u r  s t a t e ,  a h i s to ry  
whose t i t l e  page  i s  wr i t t en  i n  t h e  blood of sacrifice, a h i s t o r y  of a pow­
e r fu l  people who, i n  less t h a n  half a cen tury  over ran  t h i s  d o m a i n  be tween 
t h e  Missouri  a n d  t h e  Mississippi r ivers ;  t h e  h i s to ry  of a people who,  
s tand ing  s t ead fas t  t o  t h e  ideals t h a t  inspired t h e  p i lgr im f a t h e r s  a t  P ly ­
mou th  Rock,  s t and ing  s teadfas t  t o  t h e  ideals  t h a t  m a d e  t h o s e  s t a r v i n g  
regiments  i n  rags ,  barefoot  i n  t h e  snows of win te r ,  i m m o r t a l  a t  Valley 
Forge ;  s t and ing  s teadfas t  t o  t h e  ideals  t h a t  m a d e  Yorktown a possibi l i ty 
a n d  Appamat tox  a cer ta in ty .  I n  t h i s  s t a t e  of Iowa i n  t h e  v e r y  h e a r t  of 
t h e  Mississippi valley they  h a v e  bu i l t  u p  t h i s  commonweal th  t h a t  t o d a y  
more  nea r ly  reflects t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  ideals  of o u r  f a t h e r s  t h a n  does t h a t  
of a n y  o ther  s t a t e  i n  t h e  un ion ;  a h is tory  of soldiers  a n d  of sa i lo rs  who ,  
i n  field a n d  flood a n d  savage wilderness,  have  borne  t h e  flag t r i u m p h a n t  
even t o  t h e  ga tes  of t h e  sunse t ;  a h is tory  of s t a tesmen  who ,  i n  t h e  wis­
dom of t h e i r  legislating, have  guided themselves t o  m a j e s t y  a n d  m i g h t ;  a 
h is tory  of seers  a n d  prophets  a n d  h i s to r ians  w h o  h a v e  g iven  t o  t h e  ea r ly  
genera t ions  of t h e  e a r t h  a haven  a n d  a hope ;  a h i s to ry  of a s t a t e  whose  
cradle  song w a s  t h e  confluent m u r m u r  of t w o  of t h e  g r e a t e s t  r i v e r s  on  
t h i s  continent ,  whose const i tut ion i s  t h e  g u a r a n t y  of civi l  a n d  re l igious  
l iberty t o  a l l  mank ind ,  t h e  s t a m p  of whose imper ishable  kn igh thood  i s  
noble, hones t  to i l  a n d  whose crowned jewels  a r e  a Kirkwood a n d  a L a r r a -
bee, a n  Allison, a Dolliver, a Gear  a n d  a H a r l a n ,  a n d  gen t lemen,  w i t h  a l l  
t h i s  marvelous  h is tory  behind us, w e  a r e  prompted  i n  t h i s  genera t ion  t o  
more  s t renuous  endeavor,  more  glorious achievement .  I t  i s  indeed emi­
nent ly  fitting a n d  proper  t h a t  we  of t h i s  Thir ty-s ixth  Genera l  Assembly 
should s e t  as ide t h i s  m o r n i n g  t o  do  honor  t o  you  m e n  of t h e  genera t ions  
pas t .  

T h e  s t u d y  of t h e  beginnings of representa t ive  government ,  n o  m a t t e r  
i n  w h a t  p a r t  of t h e  world,  seem t o  m e  t o  b e  t h e  mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t u d y  
t h a t  can  a t t r a c t  t h e  h u m a n  intellect,  no twi ths tand ing  t h a t  so  m u c h  of i t  
i s  legendary a n d  so  obviously false,  a n d  I h a v e  somet imes  wished t h a t  
some g r e a t  h is tor ian ,  some divinely g i f t ed  m a n  o r  w o m a n  m i g h t  w r i t e  
down f o r  u s  t h e  marvelous h i s to ry  of t h e  beginning  of t h i s  s t a t e  of Iowa ,  
m i g h t  t a k e  u s  back t o  t he  beginning  of th ings ,  m i g h t  show u s  t h e  people 
a n d  t h e  pioneers  of those  ear ly  days, t h e  houses  i n  wh ich  t h e y  lived, t h e  
languages  t h e y  spoke, a n d  t h e i r  l ives a s  t hey  l ived t hem,  f o r ,  gent lemen,  
i t  i s  a marvelous  study,  t h e  ear ly  h is tory  of t h i s  s ta te ,  a n d  t h e  s ignif icant  
t h i n g  t o  u s  today  is, t h a t  i t  w a s  you pioneer  l a w m a k e r s  a n d  t h e  genera­
t ion  t h a t  preceded you, beginning away back  i n  t h e  first t e r r i t o r i a l  legis­
l a tu re  i n  Burl ington,  coming on  t o  Iowa City a n d  t h e n  t o  D e s  Moines;  i t  
w a s  t he se  ear ly  pioneer l awmake r s  who la id  deep a n d  firm a n d  t r u e  t h e  
foundat ion  s tones upon which  w e  a r e  bui ld ing today  a n d  u p o n  which  t h e  
genera t ions  of t h e  f u t u r e  will  bui ld  tomorrow.  

And  so,-gentlemen, i t  i s  no t  only t h e  p a s t  t h a t  belongs t o  you, b u t  t h e  
f u t u r e  a s  well, you who  have  been t h e  moulders  of ou r  f u t u r e ,  a n d  i t  t a k e s  
no  prophet ' s  vision t o  behold t h e  f u t u r e  of t h i s  glorious s t a t e  of ouï-s, t o  

see t h e  h o m e  of t h e  happy  mil l ions of people who  r i s e  u p  every  m o r n i n g  
t o  v a s t  h ives  of indus t ry  a n d  t h r i f t ;  h e r  count ry  s ide t h e  t r e a s u r e  v a u l t  
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f r o m  which  h e r  weal th  i s  drawn,  h e r  s t r eams  everywhere  buzzing w i t h  
t h e  w h i r r  a n d  h u m  of t h e  w"heel a n d  t h e  shut t le ,  h e r  fields t ranqui l  i n  
t h e  w h i t e  a n d  gold of t h e  harvest ,  h e r  hi l l tops resound w i t h  t h e  mus ic  
of t h e  bells a s  h e r  flocks a n d  h e r d s  go  f o r t h  f r o m  t h e  folds ;  he r  ru l e r s  
honest  a n d  h e r  people contented;  h e r  homes  happy a n d  h e r  hear ths tones  
b r igh t  a n d  h e r  conscience clean. Peace  a n d  sobriety walking h a n d  i n  
h a n d  i n  h e r  borders ;  honor  i n  h e r  mids t ,  s t r a igh t  a n d  s imple  fa i th  i n  t h e  
h e a r t s  a n d  t h e  faces of h e r  sons  a n d  daugh te r s  a n d  sunsh ine  everywhere 
a n d  a l l  t h e  t ime .  Tha t ,  gentlemen, i s  t h e  Iowa  t h a t  you pioneer law­
m a k e r s  have  given t o  u s  and  t o  t h e  fu tu re ,  a n d  now, m a k e r s  of our past ,  
moulders  of o u r  fu tu re ,  on  behalf of t h i s  Thir ty-s ixth  General  Assembly 
I b id  you welcome t o  t h e  fellowship a n d  deliberation of t h i s  occasion. 

HON. G. L .  EOB SON. 

Mr. President dnd Members of the Thirty-sixth General Assembly: 

I haven ' t  words  sufficient t o  t h a n k  you  fo r  t h e  address  of welcome t h a t  
h a s  been tendered  t h e  Pioneer  Lawmakers '  Association. Go back, a s  we  
did yesterday,  t o  t h e  t ime  when  Iowa w a s  a ter r i tory ,  when t h e  western 
p a r t  of Iowa w a s  p a r t  of t h e  g rea t  Amer ican  desert ,  a n d  t h e n  a s  we come on 
down, t h e r e  a r e  m e n  h e r e  who  helped p l an  a n d  lay  t h e  very  foundation 
of t h i s  g r e a t  s ta te ,  a s  t h e  Senator  spoke of, m e n  who could surely look a 
long w a y  in to  t h e  f u t u r e  when  they  p lanned t h i s  beau t i fu l  capitol. Go 
back f o r  a half cen tu ry  i n  Iowa, a n d  who  could ever  have  dreamed t h a t  
t h e  t i m e  would come wi th in  a half cen tury  when  we  would s tand  first a n d  
foremost  of a l l  t h e  s ta tes  i n  t h e  union i n  regard  t o  agr icul tura l  products.  

Fr iends ,  I a m  informed t h a t  I have  j u s t  five minu te s  a n d  so I will have  
t o  condense w h a t  I have  t o  say, b u t  w e  do t h a n k  you people f o r  t h i s  ad­
d ress  of welcome. W e  did w h a t  we  could i n  ou r  ways  m a n y  years  ago  t o  
build f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  ye t  w h a t  l i t t le  conception we  h a d  of wha t  w a s  
coming. I r emember  only eighteen y e a r s  ago a s  a member  of the  execu­
t ive  council of t h e  s t a t e  w e  h a d  t u r n e d  over t o  u s  by  t h e  Genral  Assembly 
of t h a t  t i m e  fifty thousand  dol lars  which  we were  ins t ructed t o  spend f o r  
t h e  bui ld ing of a complete historical  bui ld ing  a n d  b u y  t h e  grounds besides, 
a n d  w h e n  w e  m e t  t o  spend t h a t  money w e  sa id  w e  did no t  know how t o  
spend i t ,  a n d  so  we  re fused  t o  spend a dollar a n d  waited un t i l  t h e  nex t  
legislative assembly came a n d  t h e n  t h e  beau t i fu l  wes t  w i n g  of t h e  present  
bui lding w a s  p u t  up .  I n  a l l  cases w h e r e  money h a s  been spent  i n  Iowa 
f o r  public  buildings,  homes f o r  t h e  unfor tuna te ,  schools of every class, 
cr i t ic ism w a s  m a d e  a t  t h e  t ime, bu t ,  f r iends ,  t he re  i sn ' t  a n  intelligent 
m a n  i n  Iowa today  who would w a n t  one s tone t a k e n  out  of t h a t  building 
a n d  p u t  a poorer s tone i n  i t s  place o r  have  t h e  least  p a r t  of one of those 
bui ldings t a k e n  down. 

W e  have  b u t  l i t t le  conception, f r iends ,  of w h a t  Iowa  h a s  i n  store fo r  
her .  I go back  i n  m y  ear ly  days  when  you  could ge t  a homestead in  north­
wes te rn  Iowa w h e r e  t he re  was  n o  ra i l road,  fo r  a very  smal l  figure. When  
l and  came  t o  t e n  dollars  a n  ac re  we  though t  i t  h a d  about  reached t h e  
l imit ,  b u t  yet ,  f r iends ,  i n  m y  judgment ,  i n  t h e  n e x t  t en  yea r s  you will see 
l and  go t o  five hundred  dollars a n  acre, a n d  you  w a n t  t o  look ahead a n d  
build w i t h  t h a t  i n  view. Noth ing  i s  too good f o r  Iowa, a n d  I a m  glad, 
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f r iends ,  t o  mee t  w i t h  a body of m e n  a t  a t i m e  when  t h e  d a y  of pa r t i san­
sh ip  i s  gone. T h a n k  God. Back  i n  m y  d a y  n o  m e a s u r e  of impor t ance  
came  u p  scarcely i n  regard  t o  t h e  common we l fa re  of t h e  people b u t  t h a t  
i t  w a s  m a d e  a p a r t i s a n  measu re  a n d  i t  was  f o u g h t  o u t  o n  p a r t i s a n  l ines ,  
bu t  today, gentlemen, w h e n  I come to  look i n t o  t h e  f a c e s  of t h e  m e n  of 
both g rea t  political pa r t i e s  a n d  see you s t and ing  shoulder  t o  shoulder ,  
ba t t l ing  fo r  t h e  in te res t s  of common humani ty ,  ba t t l i ng  f o r  t h e  bes t  t h e r e  
should be  i n  Iowa, f r i ends ,  I t h a n k  God t h a t  I have  been  pe rmi t t ed  t o  s e e  
t h i s  day, w h e n  I can  look in to  t h e  faces  of t h e  m e n  w h o  a r e  do ing  t h e  
very  best  t h e y  can  f o r  t h e  good of h u m a n i t y  f r o m  t h e  v e r y  lowest  s t r a t a  
of society, f o r  t h e  cas t  out ,  t o  l i f t  t h e m  u p  a n d  give t h e m  a chance  i n  t h i s  
g rea t  magnificent  s ta te .  

As  w e  come h e r e  t o  spend the se  f ew m o m e n t s  I o w a  i s  cont inua l ly  
march ing  on ;  ähe i s  a t  t h e  fo r e f ron t ;  she  should be a t  t h e  fo re f ron t ,  a n d  
when m e n  come t o  Des Moines f r o m  t h e  remotes t  p a r t s  of t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  
nex t  t e n  yea r s  t hey  will  behold t h e  mos t  magnificent  g r o u n d s  s u r r o u n d i n g  
a n y  capitol i n  t h e  union,  a n d  I a m  glad I h a d  a p a r t  i n  m a k i n g  i t  t h e  
most  beau t i fu l  spot  on a l l  t h i s  continent ,  a n d  you  will b e  p roud  of t h e  day  
a n d  w e  a s  old member s  of t h e  Pioneer  Lawmake r s '  Associa t ion a r e  per­
fectly wil l ing t o  p a y  wha teve r  taxes  you  t h i n k  a r e  necessary  f o r  u s  t o  p a y  
to  ca r ry  out  t h i s  g r e a t  p rogram f o r  a la rger  I owa  and  a g r e a t e r  Iowa .  

And  again,  f r iends ,  j u s t  a word  more.  You a r e  o n  t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k .  
And oh!  f r iends ,  when  i t  i s  possible t o  fo rge t  t h a t  w e  belong t o  p a r t i e s  
when  we  a r e  ba t t l ing  f o r  t h e  good of human i ty ,  i t  i s  a wonde r fu l  t h i n g .  
You could no t  have  been m a d e  t o  believe t h a t  t e n  y e a r s  or  t w e n t y  y e a r s  
ago, b u t  i t  i s  on h a n d  now.  You h a v e  g r e a t  p l ans  h e r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  
be t te r ing  of Iowa i n  every  p a r t  of i t  and  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  o n  w i t h  t h e m .  
Th i s  broad,  hea l thy  sp i r i t  h a s  gone o u t  f r o m  t h i s  s t a t e ,  r each ing  eve ry  
o ther  s ta te .  Men s a y  i n  Maine, " I  would l ike  t o  come t o  Iowa,  f o r  t h e r e  
t hey  a r e  p lann ing  g r e a t  t h i n g s  fo r  t h e  f u t u r e . "  Down sou th  they  say ,  " I  
l ike  t o  come t o  Iowa, a s  I have  h e a r d  t h e m  say t h a t  t h e i r  m e n  a r e  
p lann ing  g rea t  t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e . "  And so, f r i ends ,  do  n o t  be  a f r a i d  
of t h e  cri t ic  t h a t  wil l  come u p  a n d  assai l  you.  I r e m e m b e r  w h e n  w e  b u i l t  
t h e  wa l l  a round  t h e  s t a t e  house  t h a t  a g r e a t  howl w e n t  u p  because w e  
were  spending t h e  people's money, a n d  so i t  wil l  come  u p  on  a l l  g r e a t  
questions. Look a t  w h a t  i s  f o r  t h e  best  in te res t s  of t h e  f u t u r e  a n d  y o u  
will be  glad you served i n  t h e  Thir ty-s ixth  General  Assembly.  

SENATOR CHASE. 

Mr. President, Gentlemen of the Association: 
I a m  very  glad, indeed, t o  ass is t  i n  t ende r ing  a welcome t o  t h e  P i o n e e r  

Lawmake r s  of Iowa. I t  gives m e  grea te r  p leasure  because I believe t h a t  
I a m  eligible t o  a membersh ip  i n  t h e  association. I h a d  t h e  h o n o r  t o  
serve i n  t h e  Twenty- th i rd  a n d  Twenty-fourth General  Assemblies a s  a 
member  of t h e  House.  I came  back  a f t e r  a n  in te rva l  of t w e n t y  y e a r s  a s  
a member  of t h e  Senate.  I in tended t o  come back  sooner ,  b u t  w i t h  s o m e  
ass is tance I k e p t  p u t t i n g  i t  off. However,  w h e n  a f t e r  t h i s  l apse  of y e a r s  
I r e tu rned  t o  t h e  capitol, I s aw some ancient  l a n d m a r k s .  I recognized 
o n  t h e  calendar  t h e  old repeal  of t h e  labor exemption,  wh ich  w a s  o n  t h e  
ca lendar  when  I w a '  i.®re. I reir.errbered a f e w  f a m i l i a r  faces  a m o n g  
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t he  doorkeepers, and  occasionally I would see a lady committee clerk, 
which l ike t h e  college widow had  withstood all  changes and was still 
smilingly on t he  job. But  t ha t  which impressed m e  most was a mat te r  
which was referred to  by the eloquent speaker who h a s  jus t  addressed 
you. When I became first a member of t he  Twenty-third General Assem­
bly, i t  was t he  occasion of the  famous deadlock. There  w a s  a tense feel­
ing of political excitement. The republicans sat  on one side and t h e  
democrats on t he  other, and they were equally divided. And the feeling 
r a n  so high tha t  no  pairs could be arranged, and  i t  is a fact  t ha t  mem­
bers were brought in  on stretchers in  order to  answer to  roll call so t h a t  
no advantage could be taken, and i t  was six weeks before any organiza­
t ion was made. 

On my re tu rn  I find there  is practically no political alignment. There 
a r e  democrats and republicans as  formerly, bu t  i t  i s  largely a descriptive 
term.  I t  i s  put  into what  has  been called t he  herd book the  same a s  a 
man ' s  religion or the  place of residence, bu t  there  a re  today classifi­
cations running  on other lines. I n  th i s  legislature there  h a s  been a clas­
sification of wet and dry, and moist, which is  somewhere betwixt and be­
tween, like Mohammet's coffin, which is  suspended half way between 
heaven and  earth.  And in  the  newspapers I have seen some classified a s  
outlaws or insurgents. I prefer  t he  la t ter  because i t  i s  a little milder, 
and  I a m  somewhat of an  insurgent myself. As I understand the  term, 
t h a t  simply represents different stages and different degrees of intelli­
gence. 

I t  seems t o  m e  t h a t  sometimes we do not  properly recognize the  obliga­
t ion t h a t  we a r e  under  to the  great  men who  laid t he  foundations deep 
and  broad for  the  great  commonwealth of Iowa. Some distinguished man  
has  said t h a t  the present is  t he  lineal descent of t he  past, and, if there  
be such a th ing  as  conscience in  law making,—which I understand is  a 
mat te r  somewhat in  doubt and dispute,—it would seem t o  consist in a sort 
of evolution. We derive our ideas f rom those who have gone before u s ;  
and I say th is  s ta te  has  been peculiarly for tunate  i n  those men who 
formed i t  in  t he  beginning. There is one thn ig  particularly tha t  we can 
say for  the  s ta te  of Iowa and i t s  early lawmakers. I n  t he  entire period 
of i t s  history, there  has  never been a time when there  was any accusa­
t ion t h a t  any lawmaker in  Iowa had  ever violated h i s  t r u s t ;  there  h a s  
never  been a time when there  was a t a in t  of bribery or a suspicion of 
men  being bought. Where there  has  been so much scandal in  surround­
ing states, t h a t  i s  a mat ter  of universal congratulation tha t  f rom the  
first General Assembly down, t he  record has  been absolutely straight and 
clean in  t h a t  respect. I do not  know bu t  wha t  I heard a whisper over 
here  about t he  word "g ra f t "  t h a t  has  been used f rom a high and distin­
guished source in  t he  recent past, bu t  I wan t  to  say t h a t  t ha t  does not 
in  any  way deteriorate f rom my remark.  Aï I understand it, this  word 
was used, not  i n  a dictionary sense, but  purr ly ,  gentlemen, in  a Pick­
wickian sense, I want  to  repeat and emphasize and accentuate t h a t  one 
thought,  t h a t  throughout t he  history of th i s  s ta te  there  has  never been a 
member of the  legislature against whonc too charge h a s  been brought of 
being unduly influenced. 
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I t  has  been made posible for  us  today, owing t o  the  foundations t h a t  
were laid deep and broad by these gentlemen and those before them, to  
go on legislating safely upon a firm foundation and  building wisely upon 
what  they did; and, therefore, i t  seems to me proper and fitting t h a t  we 
should recognize the  immense obligation tha t  we and  all  who follow us  
must  owe to you. I t  is with pleasure tha t  I add m y  mead of praise, for  
I realize, and realize fully, as a sort  of connecting l ink between these two 
generations what we owe t o  those who have gone before u s  who have 
made i t  possible t ha t  we shall have as a blessing i n  all t he  f u t u r e  gen­
erations f rom this experience no  blood on our escutcheon, bu t  t h a t  we 
shall continue to  build up  a greater and a better Iowa. 

HON. HERBERT C. RING. 

Mt. President, Members of the Pioneer Laivmakers' Association and Mem­
bers of the Joint Convention: 

I am glad the president of this  convention called attention to  t h i s  un­
equal balance of power,—one plebeian and two f r o m  the  other side. I 
noted the  remark of the  gentleman from the  House of Lords t ha t  h e  had 
heard a strange and unfamiliar  word "graft" .  I wish to say to  h im  and 
to those whom h e  represents tha t  the  air  in  this chamber and t h e  mem­
bers a r e  as  clean and as  pure and as  wholesome as  the  breath of a n  early 
June  morning and no g ra f t  abides on th is  side, and I listened wi th  u t t e r  
amazement, gentlemen, to  his  statement tha t  in t h e  Twenty-third General 
Assembly or some preceding General Assembly i t  was  necessary t o  br ing  
in  some members on a stretcher. I am glad tha t  I belong to t he  Thirty-
sixth General Assembly and tha t  prohibition is coming. Aren't  you? And 
then I listened to Mr. Dobson as  h e  pointed out t h e  beauty of t he  Iowa 
farms, t h e  capítol extension, of which some of you have heard, and  you 
know truly, gentlemen, back in  m y  home county I heard some remarks  
on the other side during the  campaign t ha t  didn' t  sound a b i t  l ike  his. 
But I am glad we did it. 

Yesterday the  committee f rom the  House having th is  mat ter  in  charge 
asked me if I would speak a few words a t  this  session on behalf of t he  
House. I have answered tha t  call and am glad t o  stand before these 
pioneers th i s  morning, as  well as  those who are  he re  in the  Thirty-sixth 
General Assembly. I will confess to you tha t  I didn't  quite unders tand 
what  the  Pioneer Lawmakers'  Association stood for  and I took oppor­
tunity to investigate. Perhaps all  of you were famil iar  with the  situa­
tion, but I alone may not have been. I found tha t  former  officers of state, 
former members of t he  General Assembly, judges of t he  federal and s ta te  
courts, members of the  board of education and distinguished at torneys 
who began their  period of service twenty years or  more prior t o  th i s  
t ime are  eligible to  membership i n  t ha t  organization. And so th i s  morn­
ing, when there seems so much t h a t  summons u s  to  work, when every 
hour seems freighted with i ts  every load of care, when there i s  so much 
pending here, like there  was those twenty or more years ago, t h a t  sum­
mons u s  to  work, i t  seems to m e  tha t  i t  is altogether fitting t h a t  we 
should pause for  this  hour and in  a figurative sense tender t o  each one 
of these members of t he  Pioneer' Lawmakers'  Association a n  American 
beauty perfumed with our love and respect and esteem, and on behalf of 
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the  House of Representatives of th is  Thirty-sixth General Assembly, Mr. 
President and members, I am glad to  be t he  bearer of t h a t  message. 

Gentlemen, you belonged i n  a way to  t h e  nineteenth century i n  your 
activities, perhaps. We belong to  t he  twentieth. Those closing days of 
t he  nineteenth century had  problems of the i r  own, and  ye t  many of them 
were problems t h a t  were age long i n  the i r  importance. Many of these 
problems a r e  yet  wi th  us  and will be  wi th  every assembly through all 
coming time. And yet, a s  I look back over those years  and know some­
th ing  of t he  measures then  pending, I cannot help but  understand tha t  
each succeeding assembly has  new problems t h a t  i t  mus t  face. 

Two years  ago i t  was my good for tune  and privilege a s  a member of 
t he  Thirty-fifth General Assembly to  be here  when our junior United 
States Senator, Kenyon, delivered tha t  splendid address upon the  l i fe  and 
t he  character of a former governor of th i s  state, Mr. Larrabee, and I re­
member t h a t  in  t h a t  address lie quoted these words f r o m  Lowell: "There 
a r e  men  with empires i n  thei r  brain."  Gentlemen, I would not speak 
untruly,  bu t  I a m  of t he  opinion t h a t  there  were men  in  the  beginning of 
t h e  his tory of th is ,  state,  men who were pioneers, such as  you men, who 
did have empires i n  thei r  brain,  and you did build wisely and  well. No 
monuments  will m a r k  thei r  pathway t h a t  t he  visible eye can see, bu t  if 
you will look into t he  records of t he  different offices of government here, if 
you will t u r n  to  t he  s ta tu te  books, if you will t u r n  t o  t he  decisions of t he  
judges of our courts, you will find there  t he  record of the  progress through 
t h e  years,  and I reneat  again tha t  We have men  i n  Iowa who did have 
empires in  the i r  brain .  

Men of t h e  Thirty-sixth General Assembly, i t  would be presumptuous 
fo r  m e  t o  advise you, m y  fellow members, bu t  I do not  and will not now 
re f ra in  f rom th i s  s ta tement :  We ought not  alone in  our legislation to 
look today, but  we ought t o  t u r n  and look through the  years with 
prophetic insniration and say, wha t  imnort  will our  acts have upon the  
twenty  years  t h a t  a r e  to  come? And if we shall do a s  well here and now 
as  von did in t he  days t h a t  a re  gone we shall have done wisely and well. 
Seated by  m y  side, l istening t o  t he  addresses here,  was one of t he  Sen­
ators  of th is  TMrtv-sixth General Assembly, and h e  said, "Where will we 
be twenty  years f r o m  now?" 

Members of t he  Pioneer Lawmakers '  Association, I doubt not, in  fac t  I 
know, t h a t  many  of your associates have gone t o  plead t he  justice of 
the i r  cause before t h a t  b a r  where justice is  administered with a mercy 
t h a t  is unknown i n  the  administration of earthly affairs, and members of 
t h e  Thirty-sixth General Assembly, when twenty years  shall have come 
and  gone, we shall  have aged correspondingly, m a n y  o r  our members will 
have gone before t h a t  same court ;  and while we a r e  busy with these 
affairs  he re  t h a t  seem so large and seem so important,  let  us, remember­
ing  t h e  past,  no t  forget t h e  finer things that ,  a f t e r  all, go t o  make up  
l i fe  and  real  manhood. 

Gentlemen, again on behalf of the  House, permit  me, as  i t s  humble 
representative t h i s  morning, to  bear  t o  your our t r ibute  of love and re­
spect and  veneration. 
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COL. W.  P .  H E P B U R N .  
Gentlemen of the Thirty-sixth General Assembly: 

I t  h a s  never  been m y  good f o r t u n e  t o  be  pe rmi t t ed  t o  a d d r e s s  e i t he r  
one  of t h e  houses of ou r  legislature,  a l though I h a d  some connect ion i n  
a n  official way  w i t h  t h e  s ix th  a n d  seventh Genera l  Assemblies,  a n d  whi le  
I h a v e  no t  been pe rmi t t ed  t o  address  t h e  legis la ture  of Iowa,  I h a v e  w i t  
nessed, a s  a boy a n d  m a n ,  something of i t s  t r ansac t ions  s ince  t h e  first 
t e r r i to r ia l  legis lature m e t  i n  1841 i n  t h e  t h e n  n e w  capi ta l  of t h e  t e r r i t o ry .  
I k n e w  Iowa w h e n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l imi ts  of I owa  inc luded a l l  of t h e  pres­
e n t  state,  al l  of Minnesota west  of t h e  Mississippi r i ve r ,  a n d  probably 
something more  t h a n  half of t h e  two  Dakotas.  I n  a l l  t h a t  v a s t  e m p i r e  
t h e r e  were  t h e n  a l i t t le  m o r e  t h a n  43,000 people—43,000 w h e r e  now t h e r e  
a r e  seven mill ions of people. My fa the r ' s  cab in  w a s  v e r y  n e a r  t o  t h e  91st 
mer id ian .  Wes t  of t h a t  line, only a f ew  mi les  f r o m  o u r  door ,  you  could 
n o t  have  found  i n  al l  t h e  Uni ted  Sta tes  a s  i t  t h e n  appea red  u p o n  t h e  
m a p s  t h e  homes of five thousand  whi te  famil ies .  F r o m  o u r  cabin,  mov ing  
westward t o  t h e  border  l ine  of ou r  s tate ,  you  would  h a v e  t r ave led  wi th­
o u t  t h e  s ight  of t h e  smoke f r o m  a single chimney.  I t  w a s  a wi lderness  
t h a t  God h a d  planned t o  invi te  t h e  coming of t h e  m e n  w h o  h a v e  b u i l t  t h e  
commonwealth.  I n  those  ear ly  days  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  r a i lways ,  v e r y  f ew 
stagecoaches; probably n o t  more  t h a n  two  l ines  of da i ly  m a i l .  Of course, 
t h e  telegraph,  t h e  da i ly  paper ,  t h e  telephone a n d  a l l  t h o s e  m o d e r n  m e a n s  
of communicat ion were  unknown,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  ambi t ious  m e n  of I o w a  
sought  acquaintance,  w h e n  t h e y  h a d  some message  t o  de l iver  t o  t h e i r  
fellow men,  t hey  came  t o  t h e  capital ,  a n d  mee t ings  of t h e  l eg i s l a tu re  a n d  
meet ings  of t h e  var ious  conventions a lways b rough t  t h r o n g s  of m e n  w h o  
wanted t o  aid.  I t  w a s  a custom i n  those days  t o  organize  t h e  t h i r d  h o u s e  
of t h e  General  Assembly, t o  which  al l  of t h e s e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  eligible 
a n d  where  t h e y  discussed those grave  quest ions  so i m p o r t a n t  w h e n  t h e  
foundat ions  of a s t a t e  we re  be ing  laid. My s t ep fa the r  w a s  t h e  c le rk  of 
t h e  supreme court .  H e  h a d  h i s  office i n  t h e  t h e n  old capitol,  a n d  i t  w a s  
m y  fo r tune  t o  see v e r y  m a n y  of these  ea r ly  pa t r io t s ,  a n d  w h e n  old 
enough,  to  h e a r  ve ry  m a n y  of t h e i r  discussions. I r e m e m b e r  v e r y  dis­
t inc t ly  t h e  discussions t h a t  occurred when  m e n  of p rogress ive  t h o u g h t  
were  s t r iv ing  t o  change  t h e  old Engl ish  common l a w  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  do­
mest ic  relat ions,  t o  give t o  t h e  w i f e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  own  r e a l  e s t a t e  w i t h o u t  
t h e  in tervent ion  of a t r u s t e e ;  t o  give t o  a w i f e  t h e  p o w e r  t o  own  a n d  
control  h e r  own p roper ty ;  t o  t a k e  f r o m  t h e  h u s b a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  o w n  
whatever  of h e r s  h e  reduced t o  possession; t o  g ive  t o  t h e  w i f e  equal  
control  a n d  r i g h t  of custody of t h e  children.  I r emember  t h e  discussion 
when  i t  was  proposed t o  emancipate  capi ta l  f r o m  t h e  condi t ions  u n d e r  
which i t  w a s  held,  w h e n  corporat ions we re  decried,  a n d  w h e n  each  stock­
holder  of a corporat ion w a s  l iable fo r  a l l  indebtedness  of t h e  corpora 
t ion.  I remember  some of these  discussions a n d  I r e m e m b e r  w i t h  v e n  
erat ion,  Oh! w i t h  gra t i tude ,  those  grand  m e n  w h o  effected t he se  changes  
a n d  reduced f r o m  th r a ldom burdensome indeed those  w h o  suffered u n d e r  
t h e  old system. 

I l istened t o  a gen t leman h e r e  today t h a n k i n g  God f o r  t h e  absence  of 
pa r t i san i sm a n d  apparen t ly  decrying par t ies .  I sympa th ize  w i t h  n o  
thought  l ike  t h a t .  I look back  a n d  I find t h a t  every  s t e p  of p r o g r e s s  m a d e  
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in  a s ta te  and nation, every law l i f t ing humanity higher, every law bring­
ing blessing to  mankind,  has  been wrought out  by par t isans  and parties.  
I believe t h a t  t h a t  s ta te  or nat ion is best governed when there  a re  two 
contending parties, each wi th  ideas and  each i n  t u r n  responsible for  the  
good or bad tha t  comes t o  t he  state. Can you think,  gentlemen, of any 
grea t  step, any  progress of any  great  movement t h a t  has  l if ted mankind 
higher  or has  brought u s  civic blessings, t h a t  was not  wrought out 
through the  intervention and  instrumental i ty of part ies? There a re  
today and  always will be where there  is  stable government, parties 
political. There  is  not  a government or a dynasty today m this  universo 
t h a t  i s  not  sustained by a dominating and  controlling par ty .  The Czar 
of Russia  could not  hold h i s  throne or maintain  h i s  crown a month with­
out  behind h i m  there  was a dominating party,  and so i t  is, and  so i n  my 
ludgment i t  always will be. 

I sometimes hear  gentlemen say lamentingly t h a t  t he  e r a  of oppor­
tun i ty  is  past  for  t he  individual and  for  t he  legislator. Our governor, 
who yesterday delivered a most  admirable address to  t he  association, 
spoke of a past  period a s  the  heroic period, giving peculiar advantages to  
t h e  men  of t ha t  day because of questions of great  moment presenting 
themselves tha t  they were able to  solve. I was not  content to  believe 
t h a t  i n  all  respects his  judgment  was well founded. I believe, men of t he  
Thirty-sixth General Assembly, t h a t  before and before your  successors 
there  a r e  a s  grave questions to  be settled yet  a s  were ever settled during 
t he  period when Abraham Lincoln a s  a blessing f rom God was permitted 
t o  preside over t he  destinies of th i s  nation. W e  thought  then  t h a t  we 
had  solved t h e  one grea t  question t h a t  stood a s  a menace before t he  
prosperity of the  nation. There  a r e  a s  grave questions fo r  you to  settle. 
The  grea t  labor question is before you and  your successors t o  settle; t he  
control of enormous capital i s  for  you to  settle;  t h e  management of the  
grea t  agencies of commerce and  manufacture  a r e  not  settled yet. They 
a r e  for  you t o  settle. And there  a r e  innumerable questions in  the  pres­
ent  and  t he  fu tu r e  to  arise, giving place and scope fo r  m e  genius, t he  
learning and  patriotism of t he  men  of t he  day of thei r  uprising. We 
of ten h e a r  of the  extraordinary vir tues of those who preceded us. Un­
doubtedly they have played thei r  p a r t  well and accomplished t h a t  t ha t  was 
set  before them t o  do, bu t  i t  i s  m y  earnest belief t ha t  t he  genius of t he  
American people has  not  deteriorated, t h a t  the  patriotism of th is  day is  
not  excessive i n  comparison wi th  t he  patriotism of t he  days past, t ha t  
t h e  ability f o r  legislation is  not  buried with t he  days of t he  past, bu t  
t h a t  th i s  generation has  i t s  fu l l  quota of genius, of patriotism, of worth, 
wi th  t h e  advantage of t h e  larger accumulating experience t h a t  comes to  
you. I a m  not  one of those who feel discouraged or lose hope in  t he  re­
public. I expect f rom m y  grandchildren a grea t  superiority over thei r  
ancestors. I expect you younger men to  more t han  equal your fathers,  
and  your  children you will be proud of. 

There  is  one word f u r t h e r  t h a t  I would like to  say, and t h a t  is, I want  
t o  ra ise  m y  voice here  on th i s  very occasion, and I hope each one of you 
will do it ,  against  those detractors, those creatures of venom, spite, hate, 
falsehood, who a r e  constantly decrying men  whom the i r  neighbors se­
lected a s  the i r  public servants.  Read the  magazines, read a certain class 
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of journals ,  a n d  a l l  publ ic  men ,  a s  soon a s  t h e y  receive  express ions  of 
confidence f r o m  t h e i r  neighbors  who  have  k n o w n  t h e m ,  a t  once become 
g r a f t e r s  and  thieves.  Animated  only by  selfish desires,  i n t e n t  on ly  u p o n  
r ap ine  a n d  spoil. H o w  ridiculous i t  seems t o  one  w h o  s tops  a m o m e n t  
t o  t h ink .  Men who  occupy your  posit ions a r e  m e n  w h o  h a v e  t h e  con­
fidence of t h e  m e n  who  k n e w  t h e m  bes t ;  m e n  w h o  h a v e  a knowledge  of 
your  capacit ies;  m e n  who  a r e  will ing t o  t r u s t  t o  you  t h e  h i g h e s t  busi­
ness  of government—and ye t  legislators a r e  t h e  ones  w h o  seem t o  b e  m o s t  
o f t en  selected by  t he se  bl ighted mora l  monstrosi t ies .  

T h e r e  i s  one f u r t h e r  suggestion t h a t  I would l ike  t o  m a k e ,  t h a t  i n  
o u r  s t a t e  legis la ture  those  t h a t  were  selected t o  m a k e  o u r  l a w s  a r e  u n d e r  
ser ious difficulty. You a r e  selected i n  November.  You receive official 
not ice of your  election i n  December. You a r e  called u p o n  t o  e n t e r  u p o n  
t h e  discharge of y o u r  dut ies  ear ly  i n  t h e  fol lowing m o n t h .  T h e  g r e a t  
m a j o r i t y  of you  gent lemen have  h a d  n o  experience,  e i t he r  i n  l a w  m a k i n g  
o r  l aw construct ion.  T h e  probabil i t ies are,  t h a t  a g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
gent lemen do  n o t  even know t h e  process by  wh ich  a t h o u g h t  i s  c rys ta l ­
lized in to  a s t a tu te .  Probably  no t  one man ,  n o t  half  t h e  m e n  t h a t  come  
here,  know t h e  process t h rough  which t h a t  paper  w e  cal l  a b i l l  m u s t  go  
before  i t  becomes a law. A g rea t  m a n y  of you  a r e  n o t  l awyers  a n d  p e r  
haps  h a d  no t  r e a d  t h e  l a w  closely o r  cr i t ical ly t h a t  y o u  a r e  expected t o  
amend.  I n  addi t ion t o  t h e  difficulties of t h a t  k ind ,  y o u  find t h e  r u l e s  o n  
pa r l i amenta ry  law, someth ing  t h a t  you  probably never  t h o u g h t  of,  con­
s is t ing of a comparat ively f e w  pages, twen ty  maybe,  b u t  if a l l  of t h e  con­
s t ruct ions  t h a t  h a d  been placed upon those  ru l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  
s t a t e  a n d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  by  t h e  pres iding officers a n d  b y  t h e  c h a i r m e n  of 
your  var ious  commit tees  of t h e  whole, w e r e  included,  i t  would  m a k e  a 
half dozen immense  volumes. About a l l  of t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  leg i s la tor  
knows no th ing  a n d  h e  h a s  got t o  l e a rn  i t ,  because  h i s  efficiency i s  n o t  of 
t h e  highest  s t a n d a r d  wi thou t  h e  h a s  a knowledge of p a r l i a m e n t a r y  l a w  
a n d  w h a t  h i s  r i gh t s  on  t h e  floor a r e  a n d  w h a t  h i s  du t i e s  m a y  be. T h o s e  
a r e  difficulties. T h e  best  thought  of a civilization ough t  t o  f ind ref lect ion 
i n  t h e  laws of t h e  land .  W e  boast  of our  civi l izat ion a n d  t h e  bes t  e f fo r t s  
of t h e  most  intel lectual  of ou r  na t ion  a n d  s t a t e  h a v e  been  addressed  t o  
t h e  advance of o u r  civilization a s  i t  m a y  b e  reflected i n  o u r  laws,  o r  t o  
reflect i n  o u r  l aws  o u r  civilization. And  y e t  I a m  told  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  Gen­
era l  Assembly enacted t h r e e  hundred  forty-six publ ic  s t a tu t e s ,  eve ry  o n e  
of t h e m  a cr i t ic ism upon  t h a t  civilization of wh ich  w e  boast .  E v e r y  n e w  
law i s  a cr i t ic ism upon  t h e  exist ing civilization. I t  i s  a suggest ion t h a t  i t  
i s  no t  perfect  a n d  w e  a r e  going t o  m a k e  i t  per fec t .  I somet imes  t h i n k  
t h a t  we  engage i n  too  m u c h  ha s ty  l aw m a k i n g  a n d  I canno t  b u t  t h i n k  
t h a t  you gent lemen would be  able t o  p e r f o r m  y o u r  du t ies  m u c h  m o r e  
sat isfactor i ly  t o  yourselves if your  act ivi t ies  began  some m o n t h s  l a t e r  
i n  y o u r  t e r m  of office. If I h a d  m y  w a y  w i t h  m y  v i e w  of t h e  m a t t e r ,  I 
would have  a s h o r t  session where  you  h a v e  y o u r  o n e  session f o r  t h e  
members  t o  become acquainted,  t o  fami l i a r i ze  themse lves  m o r e  o r  l e s s  
w i t h  processes—in o the r  words, t o  l ea rn  t h e  h a n g  of t h e  schoolhouse—and 
t h e n  I would give a n  in te rva l  f o r  t h e  purpose  of s tudying ,  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  
of t h e  dut ies  a n d  m o r e  of t h e  be t te r  methods  of accompl ishing t h e m ,  a n d  
I would have  a long session l a t e r  i n  t h e  t e rm,  a n d  I believe i t  wou ld  
e f fec tua te ' an  improvemen t .  i n  ou r  legislation,  w i thou t  c r i t i c i s ing  i n  t h e  
sl ightest  degree t h e  legislat ion t h a t  w e  h a v e  h a d .  

Gentlemen, I k n o w  t h a t  t h e  members  of o u r  P ionee r  L a w m a k e r s  Asso­
ciat ion fee l  ve ry  g r a t e fu l  t o  you, indeed, f o r  t h e  grac ious  m a n n e r  i n  
which you have  received us, f o r  t h e  ve ry  k ind ly  expression t h a t  y o u  h a v e  
m a d e  f o r  those  ent i t led t o  membership  i n  o u r  organiza t ion ,  a n d  i n  ex­
pressing, a s  I know t h a t  I do, t h e  very  e a r n e s t  g r a t i t u d e  of a l l  of o u r  
members,  I t h a n k  you.  

Thomas of Union moved that  the joint session be now dissolved. 
Motion prevailed and the joint session dissolved. 
House reconvened. 




