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Labor Force Participation Rate —  CY 2021

Ave rage Annual U.S . and Iowa Une m ploy m e nt and Labor Force Participation Rate s —  CY 1976-2021

Io wa Ranks #9

•  Unemplo yment Rate re pre se nts th e  num be r une m ploy e d  pe rsons as a pe rce nt of th e labor force .  Th is is 
   calculate d  as th e  num be r of pe rsons une m ploy e d  d ivid e d  by  th e labor force .*
•  Labo r Fo rce Participatio n Rate re pre se nts th e  civilian labor force as a pe rce nt of th e  population.  Th is is 
    calculate d  as th e  labor force (e m ploy e d  and  une m ploy e d  pe rsons) d ivid e d  by  th e  population.*

Iowa Rate64.1% 58.4% U.S . RateIowa Rate

Io wa Ranks #19
2.5% - 4.0% 4.1% - 5.0% 5.1% - 6.0% 6.1% - 7.3%

Une m ploy m e nt Rate —  CY 2021

*Note :  Wh ile th e  labor force participation rate  m e asure s th e  total pe rce nt of th e  noninstitutional population 16 y e ars old and  old e r th at is e m ploy e d  or
une m ploy e d , th e  une m ploy m e nt rate  m e asure s th e  pe rce ntage of th e  total civilian labor force th at is se e k ing and  d oe s not h ave  e m ploy m e nt.  If a pe rson is
not e m ploy e d  and  th e  pe rson d e cid e s to not se e k  e m ploy m e nt any  longe r, th e  pe rson would no longe r be consid e re d  une m ploy e d .  Th e  pe rson w ill now be
consid e re d  a labor force nonparticipant.  Th is would d e cre ase  th e  une m ploy m e nt rate  w h ile  at th e  sam e  tim e  d e cre asing th e  labor force participation rate .
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Note: Grey bars indicate
recession period.
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