
INTHE NAN[ AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE Of IOWA 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NUMBER SIXTEEN 

\VH£REA.S, tbt economy aOO soc:bl fabric oftbis .state. art iNxlric:i.bly linked to food productioo and food 
produccion·ttbtcd activities~ aod 

\VUF..REA.~. the e-xpansion of gtobal mirteis fot agriculrun.I produe~ lu\'¢ fitiled to keep~ Wllh ioetta'S('d 
agricultural produerivhy 1n roeCl\1 ycirs. leading to a reduction in the an'IOun1 ofini«1tnt c:ln\td b)' local 
producers~ and 

\VJ(£,R£AS. uo:i<:«ptabJe numbers of people from atl'OS$ lhe $13.tc and around lhc "ukl do not have reliable acc-css to 
lo"',. 't 110000.ol food supply. and 

\VH£ R£AS. lbc State of Iowa contains $0rnt of the mos1 produclivc £Arml:md found arouod the \1torkl. :u)Cf 1he 
po4ettli!!il to feed hungry pt.'Ople and gclk'ratc SU$tainable income ror local producerS is \'irtually unlimitrd; 
aod 

\VJIEREAS. lhis M.lminiStralion i$ tooftdcnt that I.be Swe oflO\\'I C&A bccornt a \\'Orkl lcadt:T in the new economy by 
creating an cfftcicn1 food pn>duetion in!nutnKturc that lin};s producers.. processocs, d~ributors. and 
marketers to vibnnl and ~ainabk V.'Orld 1na.rl::ctt; :i.od 

\Vllf!.Rt;AS, lbe dcveklipmcnt orthtsc lirtkogtt v.111 cNiblc this state to el1ablUh ltsclJ a.s lbc Food C..piail of the World 
by creating newopponunirie$ IO i~re-ue profitabilicy ror Iowa pto<kittts through produce dlverJifica1ion. 
local proceaing. cnhan«d ddtribotion, and direct m:irlccci.o.g; and 

\Vfl tl!U;AS, it is impcnti\'t" for policy..rn.ilccrs lO ck''(IOp a common v.wklng knowledge of Jo>A·a's O\'ctaU food 
producck>n system by oollccting and analyz;it1g. inrorm:ition about chc state's food p~tion 
infrastructure, including consutnei pauems. in an effort to improve food policy·ttlated dttision.1,: and 

\VH'E·RIKAS, a s1:11e food product.on policy that is dcsi.gncd lO produoc a safe, nturi1ious, 3,00 lldcq~lc food supply 
stock fOf v.wld ooBSUqicion, tnU$t 11lso baJ:mce ec:iooomic, caviroamcnlal. and social considtni1ioos tlu1 
are il'll>C)rUnt to tbc people of this state. 

NO\Y, Tf.t £ k£.f-'OR£. 1. Thoma.s J. Vilsuk, Governor of the Suite oflo~-a. by 1hc pov.-er ,·eskd 1n me by 
the laws of tbc oollStitution of the Slate of Iow.i. do beuby Ofdcr the cttatiot1 of the JOW A FOOD POl.lcY 
COUNCIL. 

t Purpose. The l<tv.'a Food Policy Cooocil shall advise this oCftcc on all aspccu of ihc food 
production system in Jo>A111. Tiiie Council's advice shall h.c:IOOc. bu1 $00uld DOl be limited to. a 
d:iscw.sion of die follov.ing ftcim: 

I , the scate ·s baseline a-gricu1tutal prodtieiion OUtpul (this 1mc:SSme11' shalJ include di tu on: the 
amout1t of food prodixed a.nm.ally in this scatc; the amount of food lhat is purcb:ascd llld 
consumed by sia1c ttstdcnis; and lb: c.x1c:11l to " 'hk:b the food pro<bccd in lo\\-a is 
prwcssed. distribulCd and n~rkc1ed by local indi~·iMls ond businc$$C$); 

2. b:uricn cha.t limit the access of IOC'al busiMSSes 10 prod~tion. dislnbution And consun'IC:r 
n-.rkm bolh inside and outs-ide of the state. This assessment shoo.Id i.DCludc:, bu! W ll not be 
limited to, an examination of tho nunntt in whic-h $t:ltc and toca.I polkies may in:pede lhc 
ability of local individu:als and businesses to mg,ige in food produiCtioct. proceui11g. 
dl.Wibucion. and n:wUcing M"tivitics.~ 

3. barriers tlut limll the acctSS of hun,gry ¢(H:'lt:11rncrs 10 aV1ibbk food stocks; 

4. innovative local food $)"Siem aciiviti.cs, ux:luding an a.sscssn'IC:nt of the state's cap:ichy 10 
rcpli~ic lhc.sc activitks across lo\\'I: 

5. strategies to cxpat1d IJ'8Jnin& and assb-1ai>ee prOJr.llms for loc-1J individulls and bu3int$Sel., 
i11cludin$ methods that will link actors at e1c,h stage of the local food production 
illJ:rastrueru.re tog.ether in a '4'0rkin" l)'SCe:m; 



6. stntrgjrs 50 improve the partictp!i1ion of Sl21(' and local govttnmt"nts 1.111be d('V('lopmrnt of 
a growing 10(.CIJ rooc:t produteioo infa!tn1cturc: ind 

7. strategies'° hnk consumers to a gJO\\'ln& k>cal food productioo infrastructure~ 

Jl Organization. The Council will bt Compo5cd of 15·20members11ppo!n1cd by 1he go\•crnor. 
RepreklJlativcs from the lo"''I ~rtmcnt of Agricull\lrc and Land Scc\\'ardship. tbc 10 .. --. 
Dcpmment of Bcooomie Oc\'elopmcnl. and IO\\'l 'S health and bumao sen>ieC$ a.gcncies sMU be 
appointed to serve as ell-Officio members on the Council. The Council's \'Oting mcnibcnhip 
sl1all consist of reprcsieot:ad\'eS £tom lhc fc>llov.·ing are~ ()f !lie SUlc'S local (OOIJ pt"od1.1Ctk>11 
system: 

I. local producers also cn&a(;cd in dir"«t rntrl:cdns; 
2. locaJ food processors; 
J. local food dis1rib\11on.; 
4, IOC<lJ food rc11u1ers; 
S. coopertti\·e exlc:mion representatives; 
6. urban. asriculrure nnd education ttpttStnttlli\'tS;; 
7, agricullunl policy and ~a_I experts: and 
8. lwnger ptt\'Cnlion aiid rood security c~pms. 

The Cowicil will rece~ adminhtratn~ 11uppon &om the A.gricvltW'lll Law Cnucr tl Orakc 
Uni\'ttSlt)'. All rcse:1reh, policy de\'tlopmtm, and publication acd\•hif'S 'W'lll be coordin11ed by 
die Council lhrough Dnke Uni~rs1t)'. funding to suppon the Counc1rs activrties Wlll bc
rttti\'l!d by 1he Council 1hlough priva1e don11M>ns, s.1111~ and fcdeni l gr~ni assiS1al'ICe', :ind 
inslitutioaal suppon from Drake Univcrs1ty. 

Ul. ()ctixiJig. The Council shall COD\~ in April, 2000. The Council shall tevie\\• the following 
resctrCh rcpoiu for*'~ iofonnitioo in pttp;U1tion fo1 this initiative: 

I , A repon enti tled "~itkin.g lhe Connections," colldoctcd by Agricultural Law Center at 
Drake Universiry. This slUdy idcnlifi~ a scrie$ ()f innO\'lti\'C food producdoo and 
marketing ac11vities currcn1ly wtdcl"\\'aY 
!Kross the s~a.te. 

2. A repon en1itkd '"E.umi.ning Iowa's Food System," conduetod by !he towa Suite 
Unl,·mity Coopcrath'C Extension under the institution's V1luc-Addcid Agricultu~ 
lni1i1ti\•e. This s11ldy exami.nc:s the. eurttnt status of the· s121e ·, bdst.liac food prod11Ction 
l)'Skm. 

The Council shall submi1 a final rcpon outlining its fmding.1 and rccomn)tndations 10 the 
Governor's Ofrtee fOt" review no bter tlwi April 3(), 2001. The COWJCll 11h;ill be di$$0h·'ed aftet 
lhe filllll repoct has b«o submitted, unkss an application 10 comin1.te iu activi1ies has been 
appro,·cd by 1he governor bcfc>rc April 30. 2001. 

IN ll:S'l'l~10NY \\'HEREOF. I ha\'C bcrC"Unlo 
si~bod my name and caused the Grea1 Seal of 
Iowa to be affixed. Done in Dts 1\ioinc:s.. IO\\'l'l thi..; 
~day of~larch in 1he )'Caroos LOrd T"''O 
Thousand. 

~t_ 
Th+VifuCx 

~~ 
Chester J, Culver 
Secret:ary ofS1a~ 
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