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The banner, stretched high under the vault of the inner dome, includes a Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.) emblem. The banner is a reminder of Iowa’s efforts to preserve the Union during the Civil 
War and was retained as a permanent decoration by order of Governor Nathan E. Kendall in 1922. 

 
The glass tile floor of the rotunda was removed from the Capitol in 1915 and a replica was installed 
in the summer of 2011 as part of the Capitol restoration project. The replica glass tile floor, weighing 
19,000 pounds, was created by Circle Redmont Company in Florida at a cost of $311,000. In the 
rotunda, a rotating flag display is contained in the northwest glassed-in case. The kiosk near the 
case includes information on the particular flag currently on display. 


