
IAC Ch 12, p.1

571—12.31 (321I) ATV education program.
12.31(1) For the ATV education program, the department has developed a rider-based course

designed to meet the statutory requirement to provide rider education and instructor development as
provided in Iowa Code section 321I.25.

12.31(2) Reciprocity. The department also recognizes safety courses taught by ATV Safety Institute
(ASI)-certified instructors. Students who successfully complete this course are not required to take any
additional training or testing from the department and are eligible to receive an education card issued by
the department upon proof of successful completion of the course from the ASI-certified instructor and
the payment of the $5 certification fee.

12.31(3) The department’s ATVEducation Program Skills Course is approximately four to six hours
in length and is designed to be completed in one day. The education course is designed to teach ATV
riders the principles and behaviors of safe and responsible ATV riding. The education course consists of
both lecture and riding lessons.

12.31(4) The following criteria apply to the ATV education program:
a. Any student who is 11 years of age or older may enroll in a course and receive a certificate if

the student successfully completes the course; however, if the student is 11 years old, the certificate shall
not become valid until the student’s twelfth birthday.

b. A student successfully completes the education course by demonstrating proficiency in the
riding skills taught in the course. Students who are not able to demonstrate safe riding skills will not
earn an education certificate.

c. The cost of the education course is $25 per student. Payment may be made when the student
registers for the course or to the instructor at the time of class. Payment shall be made by check or money
order made payable to the DNR. Course fees are nonrefundable.

d. Students must use the DNR online training registration and tracking system to register for
classes unless Internet access is unavailable. Students who do not have access to the Internet, which
includes access through a public option such as a school or library, may contact the program coordinator,
a department district office, the system administrator, or an instructor to set up a student account and
register for the class. Assistance may be found by calling (515)281-5918. Students under the age of 11
must have a parent or guardian establish a user account and register on their behalf.

e. Students must provide their own protective riding gear and an ATV properly sized for the
student. “Properly sized” means the student can comfortably reach all of the controls on the machine
and can operate them. Students must also be of sufficient body weight to be able to maintain safety on
the machine by shifting their weight during the training. The student must wear a helmet and protective
eyewear at all times when the student is operating an ATV. The ATV must be in good working order,
equipped with a proper muffler, and have current registration if the class is taught on public land as
required by Iowa Code section 321I.3. If the class is held on private land, the registration requirement
is not applicable. If the machine being used by the student is not required to have a recreation-use
registration by statute, the registration requirement is not applicable and the lead instructor will put a
placard on the machine to be used during the class indicating the exception. Students whose ATVs do
not meet the requirements of this paragraph or whose ATVs are not properly sized will not be allowed
to participate in the education course.

12.31(5) The department will establish requirements and standards for curriculum, security
protocol, and managed delivery for an online education offering. Only vendors that have entered into
a memorandum of understanding with the department will be allowed to offer an online course that
results in the issuance of a department education certificate. Vendors may charge for their courses as
agreed to in the memorandum of understanding and must collect the department’s education certificate
fee on behalf of the department.
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