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JOURNAL

OF THE

-HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

OF THE

SECOND REGULAR SESSION OF THE

General Assembly of the State of Towa,

Begun and held at the Capitol, in Iowa City, on Monday,
the fourth day of December, A. D. 1848.

At twelve o’clock M., the House was called to order by J. Scott
Richman, Esq., Chief Clerk of the last Session.

The Districts were then called, and the following named persons
appeared and presented their credentials as members elect, from
their respective districts, to wit:

From the County of Lee—W. C. Reap, C, J. Mc Farraxo,
Micuaer H. Warxer, Samuer Norror, and Isasac W. Grir-
FITH.

From the County of Van Buren—Jou~x Arexaper, WILLARD
Eimzer, Jostam W. Mc Mavamax, and Asver H. Mc Crary.

From the Counties of Davis and Appancoce—Rreusen Riecs.

From the County of Wappello—Joserar H. Frinr.

From the County of Monroe—Wirriam M. Arvrisow,

From the Counties of Marion, Polk, Dallas and Jasper—L. W.
Bassir and MarvnLy Girrorp.

From the County of Des Moines—Twzomas L. Sarcea~t, J. L.
Corsk, Joux Prxxy and Georce Davipsow.

From the County of Henry—Hvuven R. Tuomeson, Marx Bur-
rovens and Sanver D. WoopworTts.

From the County of Jefferson—Grorece Wevannp, Wizriam Ba-
kER and Axprew CoLrins.
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From the Counties of Muscatine, Johnson and Io&mmu F.

Harrrsox.

From the County of Louisa—Wnrrenr WirLrians.

From the County of Washington-—SrEwarr Gooprerr.

From the County of Keokuk—Wirrian Jacoss.

From the Counties of Johnson and Ifowa—SwuiLey H. Boxmam.

From the County of Scott—Jouxy D. Evars,

From the County of Clinton—James D. Bourxsx. .

From the County of Cedar—JzreyMian C. Berrs.

From the Counties of Linn and Benton—Asrauam Tivmons.

From the Counties of Jackson and Jones—Drenxis A. Manoxy and
Narmaw G. Saves.

From the Counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton, Fayette.
Buchanan and Blackhawk—James Lancrox,

The Chief Clerk reported a quorum present.
Whereupon,
On motion of Mr Williams,
Stewart Goodrell was appointed Speuker pro fes.
On motion of Mr McFarland,
William E. Leflingwell was appointed Chiet’ Clerk. pro tem.
On motion of Mr Mahoney,
John J. Norman was appointed Assidtant Clerk, pro fem.
On motion of Mr Sargeant,
Peter Kesler was appointed Sergeant-ut-Arms pro tem.
On motion of My Collins,
James N. Bell was appointed Messenger pro fen.
On motion of Mr Bonham,
Peter Conboy was appointed Fireman pro fem.
On motion of Mr Sargeant,

The members present came forward and severally took and sui:-

seribed the oath required by the Constitution.
On motion of Mr Read,

A Committee consisting of {ive were appointed to examine the
credentials of the members elect, with instructions to report to-mor-
row morning.

The Speaker, pro fem., appointed Messrs Read, Burroughs, Bou-
ham. Me Manaman and Sargeant, said committee.

On motion of Mr Williams.
The House adjourned until to-morrow worning at 10 o'clock.

¢
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Tuesday Moming, December 5th, 1848.

- The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Read, from the committee on credentials made the following
report :

The committee appointed to examine the credentials of the mem-
bers of this House, having discharged the duty assigned them, beg
leave to report that they find the credentials of the following named
gentlemen correct, and in acecordance with law :

From the County of Lee—Messrs Wm. C. Read, C. J. McFar-
land, Michael H. Walker, Samuel Norton and Isaac W. Griffith.

From the County of Van Buren—Messrs John Alexander, Josi-
ah W.McManaman, Abner H. Me¢ Crary and Willard Elmer.

From the Counties of Davis and Appanooce—Reuben Riggs.

From the County of Wappello—Joseph Flint.

Froem the County of Monroe—William M. Allison,

From the Counties of Marion, Polk and Jasper—L. W. Babbit,
and Manly Gifford.

From the County of Des Moines—Thomas L. Sargeant, George
Davidson, John Penny and John L. Corse.

From the County of Henry—S. D. Woorlworth Mark Burroughs
and H. R. Thompson.

From the County of Jefferson—William Baker, George Weyand
and Andrew Collins.

From the County of Louisa—Wright Wllhams

From the County of Washington—Stewart' Goodrell.

From the Counties of Muscatine, Johnson and Iowa—J oseph F.
Harrison.

From the Counties of Johnson and Iowa——Smlley H. Bonham.

From the County of Muscatine—

From the County of Scott—Jobn D, Evans.

From the County of Clinton—James D. Bourne.

From the County of Jones—

From the Counties of Jackson and J ones—Denms A. Mahony
and Nathan G. Sales. :

From the Counties of Linn and Benton—Abraham Timmons.

From the County of Keokuk—William Jacobs.
! From the County of Cedar—Jeremiah C. Betts.

%



6 JOURNAL OF THE P

From the Counties of Dubuque, Clayton, Delaware, Buchanan,
Fayette and Blackhawk-—Sydney Wood and James A. Langton.
On motion
The report was adopted.
On motion of Mr Corse,
The House proceeded to the election of Speaker.
Mr Harrison nominated Smiley H. Bonham, of Johnson county,
for Speaker.
Mr Williams nominated Mr Goodrell, of Washington county.
On motion of Mr McFarland,
The House proceeded to elect by ballot.
Messrs Harrison and Bourne acting as tellers.
Mr Bonham’s name being called, he asked leave to be excused
from voting,

Which was granted.
The vote having been taken, resulted as follows : '
For Smiley H. Bonham, .......... Checesecranaes 25 votes,
« Stewart Goodrell, ...vovurrvnn. Ceareeeereens 8 «
“ Seattering, +...ovviserriiitircenieniaanas 1 «
“ Blank, civiiiiiriiieiiiicieiiaeecitrenaa. 1 «

Mr Bonham having received a majority of all the votes cast, was
declared duly elected Speaker of this House.

Messrs Read and Sales were appointed to conduct the Speaker to

the chair ;

‘Who having taken his’seat, arose and addressed the House as fol-

lows: .
GENTLEMEN :—

Accept my sincere thanks for the kind partiality which yoy have
evinced in selecting me to preside over your deliberations.

Feeling sensibly my inability to discharge satisfactorily the duties
of the highly responsible station to which you have called me, I Yely
mainly upon your.disposition to co-operate with me in preserving
harmony and decorum, and advancing the weighty objects for which
we are asssembled. Should injustice ever be deemed the result of my
official conduct, I trust that it will be imputed to an error of judgment
rather than prejudice or partiality. I bespeak your kind indulgence,
gentlemen, and again tender you my thanks, with the assurance that no
effort shall be spared on mypart to merit your conﬁdence and approba-
tion.

Mr Mahony offered the following resolution:

v
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Resolved, That the permanent officers of this House shall con-
sist of a Speaker, Chief Clerk, First and Second Assistant Clerks,
Messenger, Sergeant-at-Arms and Fireman.

Mr Williams moved to amend the resolution by striking out
«Second Assistant Clerk.”

Which was disagreed to.

Mr Langton presented the credentials of Mr Wood, member
elect from the Counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton, Bucﬁanan,
Fayette and Blackhawk.

And thereupon,

Mr Wood came forward, took and subscribed the oath prescribed
by the Constitution, and was admitted to his seat.

Mr McFarland moved that the House now-proceed to the elec-
tion of Chief Clerk.

And, upon a division of the House,

The question was decided in the affirmative.

- Mr Read nominated J. W. Walker.

Mr Williams nominated Samuel L. Coleman.

Messrs McFarland and Williams were appointed as tellers.

A committee from the Senate, consisting of Messrs Harbour,
Sprott and Bradly, were announced, informing the House that the
Senate was permanently organized, and were ready to proceed to
business.

The vote having been taken and gounted,

Resulted as follows :

For J.W. Walker, .......cciiiiieninnnnnnnns 26 votes,
¢ Samuel L. Coleman, ....... teetareereaneen 10 «

J. W. Walker having received a majority of all the votes cast,

was declared duly elected Chief Clerk of the House.
On motion of Mr Griffith, )

The House now proceeded to the election of First Assistant
Clerk.

Mr Mahony nominated John P. Foley, of Dubuque county.

Mr Timmons nominated Willard W. Harland, of Linn county.

Same gentlemen acting as tellers.

The vote having been taken and counted,

Resulted as follows :

ForJohn P.Foley, ..o ivuiuinnnnnnnnnnnnnens. 27 votes.
« Willard H. Harland, ..........c00evvennn. 10 «

-
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John P. Foley having received a majority of all the votes cast,
was declared duly elected First Assistant Clerk.

Mr Goodrell moved to dispense with the Second Assmtant
Clerk.

And upon this motion the yeas and nays were demanded, and,

Resulted as follows : .

Yeas— 9,
Nays—26.

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs Bourne, Goodrell, Mc Crary, McManaman, nggs, Tim-
mons, Thompson, Williams and Woodworth.

Those who voted in the negative were—

Messrs Allison, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Burroughs, Collins, Da-
vidson, Corse, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison,
Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read,
Sales, Sargeant, Walker, Weyand, Wood, and Mr Speaker.

So the motion was lost.

Mr Goodrell presented the credentials of George D. Stephenson.
member elect from the county of Muscatine,

Who came forward and took and subsribed the oath required by
the Constitution, and was admitted to his seat. '

Mr Corse nominated William C. Saunders for Second Assistant
Clerk.

The vote having been taken,

Resulted as follows : @ .
For William C. Saunders ............ PP 27 votes,
Blank .........c0vvvnen. e it 1 «

William C. Saunders having received a majority of all the votes
cast, was declared duly elected Second Assistant Clerk.
On motion of Mr Harrison, - .
The House proceeded to the election of a Sergeant-at-arms.
Mr McFarland nominated Elbridge G. Lamson, of Lee county.
The vote being taken,
Resulted as follows :

For Elbridge G. Lamson ...........0vvivivann. 27 votes,
“ Geo. Williams ..........covuinenn. el 1 «
Blank .o ovviiieiiiiiiiiii i e et 2 «

Elbridge G. Lamson having received a majority of all the votes
cast, was declared duly elected Sergeant-at-arms.
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On motion of Mr McFarland,
The House proceeded to the election of a Messenger.
Mr Baker nominated James N. Bell, of Jefferson county.
The vote having been taken,
Resulted as follows

For James N.Bell ......vvvevitviininnnnnn, ".. 27 votes,

« Tryon . .veeiiiiienii i iiiiiiaeenns 1 o«
© ¢ Martin Van Buren ...........00000iee 1 «
Blank .......... et ettt et e, 2 «

James N. Bell having received a majority of all the votes cast, -

was declared duly elected Messenger.
On motion of Mr Griffith,

The House proceeded to the election of a Fireman.

Mr Betts nominated George Williams, of Towa county.

Mr Mec Manaman nomigated Peter Conboy, of Johnson county.

The vote having been taken,

Resulted as follows :

For George Williams ..............c00ivven.n, 26 votes,

“ Peter Conboy ovvevviiiineenirsennannan, 9 «

George Williams having received a majority of all the votes cast,
was declared duly elected.

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

The officers elect came forward and took the oath of office, and

entered upon the discharge of their duties.
On motion of Mr Read,

A committee of three were appointed to wait upon the Senate,
and inform that body that this House is now organized, and ready
to proceed to business.

Mr Read from the committee appointed'to wait upon the Senate
informing them of the organization of the House submitted the fol-
lowing:

The committee appointed to inform the Senate of the organization
of the House, have instructed me to report that they have performed
that duty. .

Mr Mahoney offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That Messrs Palmer & Paul, publishers of the Iowa
Capital Reporter, be employed to execute the incidental printing of
this House, at prices to be fixed by law.

On motion of Mr Goodrell,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock ». m.
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2 o'clock, P. ML

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr McFarland offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-arms be authorized to furmsh a
sufficient number of desks for the accommodation of members, edi-
tors and reporters of this State. ‘

Mr Sargeant offered the following resolution :

" Resolved, That the Chief Clerk be authorized to furnish each
member of the House with twenty copies weekly, of such newspa-~
- pers, published in this city, as they may direct.

Mr Mahony offered the following resolution s

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish
each member of this House, with a copy of the Journals of the last
session of the General Assembly ; and also, with a copy of thelaws
passed at the same session.

On motion,
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Wednesday Morning, December 6th, 1848.

The house met pursuant to adjournment.
Mr Griffith moved to dispense with reading the J ournal
The yeas and nays were demanded.
Which resulted as follows:
Yeas—15,
Nays—20.
Those who voted in the affirmative, were
Messrs Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Collins, Evans, Flint, Griffith, Har-
rison, Jacobs, Langton, Norton, Penny, Read, Walker, and Mr
Speaker.
Those who voted in the negative, were
Messrs Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Corse, Davidson, Elmer,
Gifford, Goodrell, Mahony, McCrary, McManaman, Riggs, Sales,
Sargeant, Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Weyand, Williams and
Woodworth.
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A message by Mr Perry, Secretary of the Senate, was received
from the Senate informing the House that the Senate had appointed
a joint committee to wait upon his Excellency, the Governor, ask-
ing if he has any communication to make to this body.

Mr McCrary moved that a committee be appointed to wait on the
Rev. Mr Smith, and request him to open the House with prayer.

Mr McCrary and Mr Sales were appointed said committee.

Mr Goodrell moved that a committee be appointed to wait upon
the Governor, with the committee from the Senate, to receive any
communication he may have to present to this Legislative Assembly,

Messrs Goodrell and Griffith were appointed said committee. -

Mr Corse offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to inform the
Senate, that the House will be ready to receive the members of that
body, this day at two o’clock, to go into the election of United States
Senators to represent the State of Iowa.

A message from the Senate, by Mr Perry, their Secretary.

Mgz SeeakERr: :
I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate has passed,
Senate file, No. 1, An Act granting certain rooms in the Capitol,
for the United States District Court, and

Senate file, No. 2, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators and
Representatives, in Congress, to procure an appropriation to defray
the expenses of running the boundary line, between Missouri and
Yowa,

Also,

Senate file, No. 3, Joint Resolutions relative to the election of
Senators and Judges. .

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested. °
On motion of Mr Read,

Senate file, No. 1, A Bill for an act to grant certain rooms in the
. Capitol, for the use of the United States District Court,
Was taken from the table and read the first time.
On motion of Mr Read,
The 42nd rule was suspended, and the bill was read a second and
third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
On motion of Mr Harrison,
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Senate file, No. 2, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators and
Repi‘esentatives’ in Congress, to procure an appropriation to defray
the expenses of running the north-western boundary of the State
of Towa,

Was taken from the table.

On motion of Mr Sargeant,
The 42nd rule was suspended, and the bill read a second time,
And,

On motion of Mr Griffith,

The 42nd rule was again suspended, and the bill was read a thxrd
time, passed, and its title agreed to.

" On motion of Mr Read,

Senate file, No. 3, Joint Resolution relative to the electlon of the
United States Senators and Judges,

Was taken from the table and read.

Mr Read moved to amend, by striking out the words two

o’clock” and “Supreme Judges,” and insert ¢ Wednesday, 6th inst.,
" at 8 o’clock.”
Which was agreed to.
On motioh of Mr Mahoney,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, ». .

2 o'clock, P. M.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

The Speaker presented the resignation of J. W. Walker, Chief
Clerk of the House,

Which,

On motion of Mr Mahony,

Was accepted.

Mr Sales offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That this House now proceed to the election of a Chief
Clerk in the place of J. W. Walker, resigned,

Which was adopted.

Mr Sargeant nominated William E. Leffingwell, of Clinton
county.

Mr Corse moved to elect by acclamation,

Which was accordingly done.
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On motion of Mr Read, ‘ .

My Leffingwell came forward and took the oath of office.

Mr Goodrell from the commiitte appointed to wait upon his Ex-~
cellency, the Governor, and inform him of the permanent organiza-
tion of the House, presented the following communication from his
Excellency: o

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE,
AND House or REPRESENTATIVES :

You have assembled as a co-ordinate branch of the Government,

~ for the purpose of performing the duties imposed upon you by the
Constitution of the State. It is a source of gratification and pride
that we compose one of the States of this great confederacy, and
that we live in a country, the Government of which, is superior to
any that has ever been formed by the wit of man. Republics pos-
sessing some of the features of our own, have arisen and passed
away.' For nearly. three-quarters of acentury, our country. has
prospered in an unprecedented manner; she has stood unshaken
amidst internal commotions, wars of invasion, and a foreign  war;
and our citizens are, at the present time, equal if not superior to
any upon the face of the earth, in all that can ennoble and dignify
mankind. But our own sagacity has not produced these great and
happy results. The eye of Almighty God ‘has watched over us;
His arm has been stretched out to protect and assist us; and our
deepest gratitude at all times is a poor, but it may possibly be an’
acceptable, offering to Him for the many and great favors which he
has bestowed upon us. Being thus favored of Heaven, every citi-
zen is under the most solemn obligations to preserve unimpaired our
Union and our institutions. Every State exerts an influence. We
have lately entered the confederacy, and it should be our great de-
sire to laber earnestly and faithfully to promote the happiness of
the people of our own State, while at the same time we should be
eq#ally solicitous touching the prosperity and honor of our common
country.

You, fellow citizens, are the representatives of the people of this
State. You are fresh from their midst, and understand their wishes
and interests, It will undoubtedly be a prominent consideration
that we are their servants ; that they expect.us to perform our du-
ties with dignity and energy; and especially may they reasonably
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expect that all legislative business will be despatched as speedily
as possible, consistent with accuracy and propriety, in order that
they may not be harrassed with unnecessary burdens.

If the matters which I shall feebly and imperfectly present for
your consideration, fall short of what the people expect at your
hands, or if they in any way conflict with their best interests, it is
the earnest hope of the executive that you will, by your superior
wisdom and acquamtance with their wants, supply the proper
remedy

The following statement exhibits the amount of the receipts and

disbursements of the treasury, since the annual report of the terri-
torial treasurer, dated Nov. 16th, 1846
Receipts. | Payments.

Receipts from 16th Nov. 1846 to 1st
March, 1847,.....c0vvvneenaneaa| $1,379 97

Payments from 16th Nov. 1846, to 1st

March, 1847,........ e ~.| $1,377 35
Receipts from 1st March 1847, to 11th '
June 1847,............ Ceeees ....| 3316 28
Payments from 1st March 1847, to 11th
une 1847,. ... .ioiiiiiiiiniiiiienn.n, vees 3,309 76
Receipts from 11th June 1847, to 6th
Sept. 1847,. ... .civieiiiinnnnn, 54,697 99
Pagments from 11th June 1847, to 6th .
ept. 1847, ... i e e e e «.| 49,097 88
Receipts from 6th Sept. 1847, to 30th
Nov. 1847, ......0iviiiiinnnnnn. 1,210 29
Payments from 6th Sept. 1847, to 30th
Nov.1847,. ..oiviiiiiiiiiiendeeannna., 6,812 54
Receipts from 30th Nov. 1847, to 6th ¢
March, 1848,. . ...... ceeseneriaens 13,278 95 ,
Payments from 30th Nov. 1847, to 6th .
March 1848,............ccveii]innnnnnnt, 8,028 58

Amount carried up,......... 73,883 48| 68,626 11

.
L]
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Receipts. | Payments,
Amount brought forward,....| $73,883 48 $68,626 11
Receipts from 6th March 1848, to 6th

~ June, 1848,.... .0 iiiiiininnl 2,580 56J
Payments from 6th March 1848, to 6th|
une, 1848,..... PR cheepreafereroseren 2,960 96
Receipts from 6th June, 1848, to 31st
OCtober, 1848, .. .ceiivvnnns oo 180 63
Payments from 6th June, 1848, to 31st
QOctober, 1848,........ccevevenn. cereecanns 3,663 20
$76,644 67 $75,250 27
75,250 27
Balance on 31st October, 1848,..... 1,394 40

It will be perceived by the foregoing statement thaf on the 31st
of October, 1848, there was a balance in the treasury of one thou-
sand three hundred and ninety-four dollars and forty cents.

There is no object for the promotion of which an enlightened
legislator will more readily apply his best energies, than that of
education. It is generally conceded that eur present school law is,
in many respects, exceedingly defective. One of the prominent
purposes for which the General Assembly was convened in extra
session in January last, was the amendment of this law, or the sub-
stitution of a different one. Numerous petitions were presented to
the Legislature, in which the solicitude of the people in reference
to this subject, comld not have been mistaken. The law, however,
was not amended, and neither was a new one enacted. It is to be
regretted that the earnest wishes of the people i in thls particular,
should have been thus frustrated.

In inviting your attention to this subject, I would respectfully

suggest that there are one or two points, connected with it, upon

which your immediate action would be of essential service to the
cause of education throughout the State.

The second section of the tenth article of the constitution makes
appropriations for a perpetual State school fund, the inferest of
which alone shall be applied to the support of common schools.
By the school law of 1847, all the moneys constituting this perpet-
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ual fund flow into the hands of the School Fund Commissioners.
The fourth section of the foregoing article of the constitution, pro-
vides that ¢ The money which shall be paid by persons as an equiv-
“alent for exemption from military duty, and the clear proceeds of
“all fines collected in the several counties for any breach of the
¢« penal laws, shall be exclusively applied, in the several counties
¢ in which such money is paid or.fine collected, among the several
¢ school districts of said counties, in the proportion to the number
¢ of inhabitants in such districts, to the support of common schools,
¢ or the establishment of libraries, as the General Assembly shall
¢ from time to time provide by law.” It would seem clear that it is
not the intention of the constitution that the inferest of the funds ac-
cruing under this section, should be applied to the support of com-
mon schools in the several counties, but that the principal itself
should be thus applied; and it would also seem clear that these
funds should be kept separate and apart {rom the permanent school
fund. By the twenty-third section of the school law of 1847, it is
made the duty of the county Treasurer to pay over to the School
Fund Commissioner of the proper county, on the fifteenth day of
February, annually, for the use of common schools within the coun-
ty, all the moneys specified in the fourth section of the foregoing
article of the constitution, together with ¢« All funds in the treasury
“ arising from the sale of water crafts, lost goods and estrays.”
And the nineteenth section of the law provides for levying a tax by
the county commissioners of the several counties throughout the
State, for the support of common schools in their respective counties.
These taxes when collected, are also paid into the hands of the
School Fund Commissioners, on the fifteenth day of February, an-
nually. These funds were likewise unquestionably intended to be
kept separate from the permanent school fund, and to be wholly dis-
tributed in the several counties where the tax is levied and collected.
There are no provisions in the law, however, for keeping these
funds, and those arising from the sources heretofore specified, sep-
arate and apart from the permanent fund, nor for their separate dis-
tribution. On the fifteénth day of February, annually, they are
paid over to the School Fund Commissioners, where they must eith-
er lie idle, or be loaned out in accordance with the thirty-seventh
section of the school law; which section was evidently intended to
apply exclusively to the management of the permanent fund. I
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would, therefore, recommend that some measure be speedily adopt-
ed by which the Fund Commissioners will be enabled, when these
funds come into their hands in February next, to manage and dis-
tribute them according to the intention of the constitution and the
laws ; and I would further recommend that all other defects in our
common school system, receive your earliest and most earnest at-
tention.

In my message delivered at the special session in January last, I
called the attention of the General Assembly, to “An Act of the
General Assembly, approved February 25th, 1847, entitled ¢ An
Act to provide for the management and distribution of the school
fund.’” The eighth section of this act provides «That the manner
of selecting the five [hundred] thousand acres of land mentiened in
the second section of the tenth article of the constitution; and the
disposition thereof, for the support of schools, shall be as follows,
to wit: any persom capable of contracting, Baving settled upon the
public lands, the quality whereof, and the improvements thereon,.
within the opinion of the Fund Commissioner of the county, render
the selection a safe and profitable one, may in writing signify to
said Commissioner his or her desire to have the same recognized.as
scheol lands, and thereupon the same, not exceeding three hundred
and twenty aeres, shall be returned by said Fumd Commissiener,
with the date of their selection, to the Superintendent of Public In-
struction, to be by him registered as lands selected by the State un-
der the grant frem Congress referred to; after which the said Fund

Commissioner. shall proceed to contract with such settler for the
" sale thereof. : .

The seventeenth section of the act provides that ¢The Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction shall report from time to time, all se-
lections made under the eighth. section of this ast.to the Secretary
of the Treasury of the United States, and to the proper land office.

Selections made according te.the provisions of the eighth section
of this act, have been reported to.the General Land Office, by the
gentleman elected as Superintendent of Public Instruetion. The
report has been returned as incorrect and: invalid, on the ground
that the selections thus made, conflict with the General Land Office
instructions- of August 6th, 1847, with reference to State seléections
under the act’ of Congress of the 4th September, I'84T, entitled
“An Act to appropriate the proceeds of the salés of the public-
Jands-and. to- gr;nt’ pre-emption rights.”” The fifth section. of. those-
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instruetions makes it important and necessary that. the selecting
agent of the State ‘ should make such careful and thorough prelim-
inary examinations as will enable him to select lands to which there
may exist no valid claim by pre-emption or, &herwise ; and the
sixth section provides that «if, notwithstanding such precaution,
the State shall hereafter select lands which shall be found to be in-

terfered with by any prior or better claim or claims, the selections
to the whole extent of such claim or claims, will, of course, be null

and void.” It will readily be perceived from the foregomg instruc-
tions, that it is not contemplated by the act of Congress above re-
ferred to, to survender to the State any land covered by any valid
claim ¢“by pre-emption or otherwise;” consequently; the law of
this State, allowing persons having claims upon the public lands by
virtue of improvements thereon, to register them as lands selected
"‘i)y the State, and then to purchase them from our own State offi-
cers, conflicts in a very material point, with the instructions from
the General Land Office. Itis of the utmost importance to the
cause of education in this State, that these selections should be
made as soon as practicable. In order to accomplish this object,
oéur laws relative to the making of these selections, must harmonize
with the requirements of the General Government.

The General Assembly addressed a memorial to Congress pro-
testing against the instructions of the General Land Office, and
praying that those instructions might be so modified as to give our
State the benefit of the act of Congress of the 4th of September,
1841. Of the fate of that memorial the executive, up to the pres-
ent time, has received no intelligence. Whether it will be more
advantageous to the cause of education and the interests of the State,
to await the result of that memorial, than ‘immediately to cause our
laws relative tothese selectlorns to harmonize with the instructions
of the General Land Office, I leave for you to determine, as the se-
lecttons are at present suspended, and s they will sé ‘continue, un-
til either Congress or the General Assembly shall act upon the ,
matter. I trust the subject will receive that atten‘uon at your
hands which its high importance demands.- '

Below is presented the number of all able-bodled whxte male cit-
izens, between the ages of elghteen and forty-ﬁve years, subJect to
nnhtary duty in each of the counties which have been reported to
me, in accordance with.an -act entxtled “ An Act requmng the as-
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sessors to take lists of persons subject to military duty,” abprox’red
January 25, 1848.

COUNTIES. NUMBER.
] Ceareeerenee e reaas 2688
Johnson,...c.coviviiiaeeierenannns ceesans . 666
Poweshiek,, .o eeieeerevennnoessersneennenns 61
5 1 704
Cedar, . ovevrieniiminiocnnnnroenennnens ... B39
3 T 81
Clnton,. v cvveteensvecocacsnresssosasoanns 383
Jackson,. ....ovi it ittt i 1025
Jasper,.. ... iiieiiiiiiai ereeeeranes 108
Keokuk,...ovriinrrinenennronnerieerneennes 485
LiOUiSa, e e e vneeinetimeen it et 668
Washington, ... .oocveiiiiiinaiiiiiienniaian, 566
Davis, . ..... e, e 721
Dallas,ee..vvveenan... ettt 59
oY S 678
Clayton, . .......... e eeseeser et e 419
Henry, ..o oovviiiiiieerinnnennnnnnenianenns 950
Jefferson, . ..oovviiviiiiiesiiiinereenn e 1100
Muscatine, . . oo vvievreieereanoernernraenss . 697
Van Buren,. .o oo eeeeereenionsesnsncanonns s 1640
Buchanan,.......civiiiiiineinnenesanseneren 71

Whole number reported,........ccovvnnnon. 14310

Several of the counties have failed to forward an abstract in obe-
dience to the act above mentioned. However irksome the perform-
ance of this species of military duty may to some appear, it cannot
be denied that a well organized militia is, in every point of view,
essentially necessary in this State; and without further comment, I
would suggest that at least such an organization be effected ‘as will
entitle uS to receive our quota of arms from the General Govern-
ment.

At the special session in January last, the General Assembly
forwarded a memorial to Congress, praying for an appropriation of
land for the construction of a railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk,
through the interior of the State. It was there referred to a com-
mittee, the chairman of which, it is understood. reported adverselr
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to the prayer of the memorial,. on the ground that the route had not
been surveyed, nor its practicability and distance reported.. A
railroad through the centre of our State would most eminently con-
tribute to the development of our agricultural, mineral and other-re-
sources. The efforts-of the Legislature to obtain from Congress a
donation of land for that purpose, must be a source of extreme grat-
ification to the people of the State; and notwithstanding the failure
of those efforls, for-causes above stated, there are powerful reasons
for a repetition of the attempt to obtainr the desired donation. Be-
fore another memorial is presented, however, it seems it will be
necessary to make a survey of the contemplated route, and to lay
before Congress all the information relative thereto, that can be
conveniently obtained. Whether you will deem it expedient to
leave this preliminary labor to' private enterprise and emergy, or:
adopt such measures as will secure its performance on the part of
the State, will be a question properly belonging to you to décide.
Should you deem it your duty to renew the application on the part
of the State, there would seem no- impropriety in furnishing Con-.
gress, at the expense of the State, all necessary information con--
nected with such application.

It may not be improper to state here, that I have received copies
of resolutions adopted by the Legislatures of several of the States,
approving of Mr. Asa Whitney’s plan of a railroad to connect the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans ; and which resolutions contain instruc-.
tions to the representatives in Congress from those States, request-.
ing them to give the project their support. It is believed that this
subject will be vigorously pressed upon the attention of Congress
at its coming session. Should this project, or a similar:one, be fa-
vorably viewed by Congress, it may not be unwerthy of ‘considera-
tion whether a subsequent:application by you to that body for a do-
nation of land for-a railroad:through the centre of this State,.might
not be partly based upon.the fact that such road coutd be made to
form one of thelinks in the great chain of railroads conneetmg the
Atlantie and Pacific.. A road connecting with the Chlcago and Ga-
lena road, and then running through the centre of this State to
Council Bluffs, would, it. is believed, effect that ' object, and at the-
same time be of great advantage to our citizens. But whatever
may be thought of this suggestion, should you deem it your duty to.
present another memorial-to Congress for a. donation of land for a.
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railroad through the State, I trust at least that such a route will be
selected as will advance the best interests of the people.

The Board of Public Works have received thirty thousand dollars
from the sale of the lands granted by Congress to aid in the improve-
ment of the navigation of the Des Moines river, and one-half of that
sum has been expended on the improvement. I have certified these
facts to the President of the United States as required by the act
granting the lands. It is understood that the improvement is rapid-
ly progressing under the management of the Board.

In the sale of the lands, the thirtieth section of the act entitled
““an act creating a Board of Public Works, and providing for the
improvement of the Des Moines river,” provides that ‘“at the time
of the sale, the Treasurer and Secretary shall issue their certificates
of the same to the respective purchasers, retaining duplicates there-
of, patents shall thereupon issue, signed by the Governor, subject
to such regulations as may be prescribed by law.”

No regulations have yet been prescribed by law for the issuing of
these patents, and I would suggest that the Board of Public Works
be authorized to prepare and fill them up, and then forward them to
the Executive for his signature.

One of the most important duties devolving upon the General
Assembly, at its present session, is the apportionment of the State
in accordance with the thirty-first section of the fourth article of
the constitution. I rest assured that you will meet this duty with
that deliberation which its proper performance demands.

The remarks in my message delivered at the special session, rela-
tive to the unfinished condition, and the necessity of completing the
Penitentiary of this State, I respectfully reiterate at the present time.

The Commissioners appeinted to revise the statutes of this State,
have submitted a report to me, which is herewith transmitted.

The suit relative to the boundary line between this State and
Missouri, has, I understand, been taken to the Supreme court of
the United States, where it will probably be heard and decided
-during th@ present winter.

During the interval between the adjournment of the ﬁrst Gener-
al Assembly under the constitution, and the opening of the special
session, all of the Judges of the Supreme court of this State, who
held their offices by virtue of appointment under the General Gov-
ernment, tendered their resignations to me. The eighth section of
the fifth article of the constitution provides that “when any office
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shall from any cause, become vacant, and no mode is provided by
the constitution and laws for filling such vacaney, the governor
shall have power to fill such vacancy, by granting commissions,
which shall expire at the end of the next session of the General
Assembly, or at the next election by the people.”” I accordingly
filled the vacancies in the Supreme Court by issuing commissions,
which, in my judgment, expired at the close of the speeial session.
As the General Assembly neglected to elect Judges during that
session, at its close, I issued commissions to the gentlemen now
filling the offices of Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the
Supreme Court. Those commissions will expire at the close of
the present session, and it will be your duty to elect judges of the
Supreme Court in compliance with the constitution and laws.

It will also be your duty to elect two United States Senators.
Two sessions of the General Assembly have been held since our
State organization, during which the election of United States Sen-
ators, and judges of our Supreme Court, were duties enjoined upon
it by theconstitution. Unfortunately for the State, those duties have
not yet been performed. If this result arose from difficulties which
presented themselves, and which members felt unable to surmount
without further consultation with their constitue.nts, I feel confi-
.dent that, as you are fresh from the péople, you have received such
instructions from them, as will enable you to discharge these duties
with promptitude and harmony

I cannot refrain from again impressing upon your minds the
propriety of a speedy and energetic discharge of your various du-
ties; that accuracy and dispatch should characterize all of your
proceedings ; that no matters foreign to the interests of the State
should be introduced into your deliberations; and may we all so
perform our duties as to receive the approbation of the people, of
our own consciences, and the approving smile of Heaven.

, ANSEL BRIGGS.

Iowa City, December 5, 1848.

®
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF REVISION.

St

To His ExceELLENCY )
Trxg Governor oF Iowa:

The undersigned who were appeinted by an act of January 25th,
1848, to draft, revise and prepare a code of laws for the State of
Towa, beg leave to report:

That theyhave ‘net been able to complete the task assigned them,
and that it will require from three to five months in order to mature
their work.

The great mass of the work is in wrltmg, but we ‘have not been
able to give it that consideration which it demands before it is pre-
sented. The work of rev1smg and writing alone has required the
greater portion of the time smce it was commenced. To digest itis
the more important part of our task, and which remains to be done.

The importance of the work, and the consequences which will
flow from a good or bad performance of it, are so great, that the
unders1gned are not Wlllmg to pass it without the most mature care.
The revised code is intended to be a permanent work. All future
legislation will have relation to it. If it is made complete and har-
monious, but’ little leglslatxon will be hereafter requlred on subjects
of a general natire. If it is left incomplete and incongruous, it
will require repeated amendments and alteratlons, until we shall no
longer have a code. Unless such a work receives the maturest care
and consderation, it were as well if it were not undertaken.

Your éxcellency will permit'us to suggest that in no case, we be-
lieve, has a whole code of Statute law been prepared in one year.
In Massachusetts two years were allowed three commissioners to
prepare the criminal portion alone of their code The commission--
ers of the revision in New York, at the end of the first year re-

" ported upon only one department of the Statute law.

You will permit us to suggest further, that several radical
changes in important branches were expgpted in a revision, and
though the undersigned are prompt to adopt such, yet they should
not be made without the most mature consideration.
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In presenting these views, sir, we have (in the words of our
oath) “an eye single to the good of the people of Iowa;” and in
presenting them, we trust we shall receive the mdulgence of the
General Assembly.,

If we were permitted a suggestlon, it would be, that the present
session be made a brief one, and that an adjournment take place to
a future day some months hence.

We are your Excellency’s
With sentiments of
High consideration,
W. G. WOODWARD,
CHARLES MASON,

» . S, HEMPSTEAD,
Towa City, Dec. 4th, 1848, o

On motion of Mr McFarland,

Ordered, that 1500 copies of the Governor’s message be prmted
for the use of the House.

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr

Rockwell, their Assistant Secretary :
Mgz SPEAKER:

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate have refused to concur in the amendments made by the
House to

Senate file, No. 3, Joink Resolutions relative to the election of
U. S. Senators and Judges of the Supreme Court.

On motion of Mr Harrison,

The House receded from its amendments to

Senate file, No. 3, Joint Resolution relative to the election of the
United States Senators and Judges,.

" And,

The questidn recurring upon the adoption of the resolution,

It was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr Harrison,
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning 10 o’clock.

' L
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Thursday Morning, December 7th, 1848.

The house met puréuant to adjournment.
After the reading of the Journal, the following Standing Com-

mittees were announced :

Or Wavs anp Means—Messrs Read; Harrison, Goodrell,
Bourne and Betts.

Ox Jupicrary—Messrs McFarland, Mahony, Read Allison and

-Elmer.

- Ox Cramms—Messrs Butts, Norton, Evans, Sargeant and Bur-
roughs.

Ox Scmoors—Messrs Mahony, Langton, Sales, Goodrell and
Thompson.

Or MiriTary Arrairs—Messrs Griffith, Babbitt, Wqeodworth,
Walker and Timmons.

Or Exrorrep Birrs—Messrs Sargeant and Thompson.
Ox Evarossep Binus—Messrs Sales and Langton.

Or Exreesprrures—Messrs Corse, Gifford, Flmt Betts and
Griffith.

Ox Roaps axp Hicawa vs—Messrs Goodrell, Riggs, Alexander,
Stephenson and Jacobs.

' Ox Townsarr axp County Omeanizarion—Messrs Weyand,
Wood, Penny, Williams and Babbitt.

Ox Pusric Buirpines—Messrs Harrison, McFarland, Williams,
McManaman and Baker.

Oy New Counries—Messrs Babbitt, Wood, Jacobs, Weyand

and Gifford.

Or AcericurTure—Messrs Alexander, Walker, Flint, Collins
and Williams,

Or Erecrions—Messrs Langton, Corse, Davidson, Woodworth
and McCrary.

On Inconponumns-——Messrs Flint, Betts, Timmons, Babbitt and
Riggs.

Mr Corse gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day, he
would ask leavi toistroduce, ’
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A Bill for an act to preserve the purity of elections.

Mr Mahony gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day,
he would ask leave to introduee '

A Bill for an act to authorize Wm. S. Townsend to keep a ferry
across the Missouri river at Trader’s Point.

Mr Read gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day, he
would ask leave to introduce

A Bill for-an act to incorporate the city of Keokuk

Mr Allison gave notice that on to-morrow, or. some future day,
he would ask leave to introduce . .

A Bill for an act to reduce the price of the Des Momes River
Lands. , _

Mr Babbitt gave notice that he would on to-morrow, or some fu-
ture day, introduce

A Bill for an'act to amend an act entitled “An act for Iaymg out
and establishing certain roads therem named. Approved Febru-
ary 18th, 1847.”

On motion of Mr Corse,

Ordered, That 40 copies. of ‘the Standing Committees be printed
for the use of the House,

Mr Sales gave notice that on to-morrowv, or some fuiure day, he
would ask leave to introduce

A Bill for an.act.entitled an act to re-locate a portion of mlhtary
road therein named.

"The Speaker presented the following communication: -
Havir or TE Housk oF REPRESERTATIVES,
, Towa City, December. 7, 1848.

~ Mr SpeakER: ‘

Sir—I have the pleasure to announce that, in obedience to the
resolution of Tuesday last, I have perfected an arrangement with
the Post-master of this city, for the transportation of all letters and
papers, to and from the members of thls House, during the present
session of the Legislature.

T have the honor to be, .
Very respectfully, yours,
.~ W.E LEFFINGWELL
Chief Clerk, H. R.
Mr Harrison obtained leave te offer the following resolution:
Resolveq, That the use of the Hall of the Mouse of Representa~
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tives be and is hereby granted, to the Rev. S. H. Hazard, pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church, of Iowa City, for divine worship, on
each Sabbath during the present session.

Which, upon a division of the House,

Was adopted.

Mr Thompson obtained leave to mtroduce ,

H. R. file No. 1, Joint Resolution concermng the election of Unit-
ed States Senators

Mr Mahony moved to lay the same on the table.

Upon which question

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And resulted as follows :

i

Yeas—26,

v Nays—11.
Those who voted in the affirmative, were
Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Collins, Corse, David-

son, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Lang-

ton, Mahony, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sar-
geant, Walker, Weyand, Wood and Mr Speaker. :

Those who voted in the negative, were .

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Geodrell, MeCrary, Me
Manaman, Stephenson, 'I’unmons, Thompson, Williams and Wood-
worth.

So the resolution was laid on the table,

Mr Mahony offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Board of Public Works be requested to re-
port to this House, the progress made under their direction, on the
improvement of the navigation of the Des Moines river ; and such
other information relative thereto, as the Board may deem proper
to communicate. 1

Which was adopted, , d :

The Speaker appointed Mr Read teller, on the part of the House, -
to canvass the vote for United States Senators, and Judges of the
Supreme Court, in joint convention, to meet at 2 o’clock this after-
noon, ‘o

On motion of Mr Weodworth,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock ». M.

\

SUSURR TRy VY
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2o'clock, P. ML

House met pursuant to adjournment. =~

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

A committee of two were appointed to wait upon the Senate and
inform them that the House was now prepared to receive the Sen-
até, in joint convention, for the purpose of electing two United
‘States Senators, and one Chief Justice and two Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court of Iowa.

Messrs Harrison and Goodrell were appointed said committee.

Mr Harrison, from the committee appointed to notify the Senate
that the House was ready to receive the Senate, in joint conven-
tion, reported that they had performed that duty, and asked to be
discharged. N

JOINT MEETING OF THE GEXERAL ASSEMBLY IN

CONVENTION.

The hour fixed for the election of United States Senators, and
Judges of the Supreme Court, having arrived, and the Senate hav-
ing appeared, agreeably to previous notice given, the two Houses
resolved themselves into Joint Convention, for the purpose of elect-
ing Senators to represent the State of Iowa in the Senate of the
United States; and, also, to elect one Chief J ustxce and two Asso-
ciate Justices of the Supreme Court.

The President of the Senate, Mr Selman, acting as Pres1dent of
the Convention, and the Chief Clerk of the House actlng as Secre-
tary thereof.

The Stnate having taken the seats assigned them by the Presi-
dent of the Convention,

The roll of the General Assembly was then called, by the Secre-
tary of the Convention ; :

‘When it appeared that all the members of both branches thereof,
were present and answered to their names.

After which,

On motion of Mr Bradley,

The Convention proceeded to the election of one Senator to rep-

resent the State of Iowa.
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Messrs Shields, of the Senate, and Read, of the House, first hav-
ing been appointed tellers.

Mr Bradley nominated Augustus C. Dodge.

Mr Thompson neminated William H. Wallace.

And after the roll had been called by the Secretary, and the mem-
bers had all voted,

It appeared that

Augustus C..Dodge had received. ... vesvuee... 38 votes,

Willliam H. Wallace « L I ee 19

Those who voted for Augustus C. Dodge, were

Messrs Alexander, Alger, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Bonham, Brad-
Jey, Cassiday, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davidsan, Elmer, Espy,
Evans, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour, Howéll,
Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs,
Royston, Sales, Sargeant, Shields, Walker, Weyand, Wood and-
Mr President.

Those who voted for William H. Wallace, were

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Goodrell,
Jay, McCrary, McManaman, Sandford, Springer, Sprott, Stephen-
son, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams,, Woodworth and
Wright.

And it appearing that Augustus C. Dodge had:received a majori-
~ ty of all the votes cast,

The President deelared that Augustus.C. Dodge was duly elected
a Senator to represent the State of Iowa in-the Senate of the Uni-
ted States..

Mr McFarland nominated George W. Jones..
Mz Springer nominated Ralph P. Lowe.
The Convention praceeded to the election,.

When it appeared that,
George W. Jones had 'received .. e os vas. B8 vOtes.
Ralph P. Lowe = « « e e 19. «

Those who voted for George W. Jones were, Messrs- Alexander;.
Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, Bradley, Cassiday, Gollins,.
Corse, Crawford Davidson, Elimer, Evans, Espy, Pear, Flint,
Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Hanbiour, HoweH,. Jacobs, Langton,.

Moahony, McFarland,. Norton,. Renny, Read,. Riggs,. Royston,.
Sales,. Sargeant,, Shields, Walker,. Weyand,. Wood,,amf M- Presie-
dent.. .
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Those who voted for Ralph P. Lowe-ivere, -

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Goodrell,
Jay, McCrary, McManaman, Sanford; Springer, Sprott, Stephen-
son, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, thhacms, Woodworth, and
Wright. ,

And it appearing that George W. Jones had recewed a majority
of all the votes cast,

The President declared that George W. Jones was duly elected
a Senator to represent the State of- Iowa in the: Senate of the Uni-
ted States. . .

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court of -this State. ,

My Griffith nominatéd Joseph Williams. .

Mr Stephenson nominated Stephen Whicher.-

The vote having been ta.ken,
Resulted as follows:

For Joseph Williams ................. eoseens 39 votes,
¢« Stephen Whichér ................. PN W 18«

Those who voted for Joseph Williams were,

Messrs Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, Brad-
ley, Cassiday, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davidson, Elmer, Espy,
Evans, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour, Howell,
Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read,
Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sargeant, Shields, Sprott, Walker, Weyand,
Wood and Mr President.

Those who voted for Stephén Whicher were,

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Goodrell,
Jay, Mc Crary, Mec Manaman, Sanford, Springer, Stephenson,
Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, Woodworth, and
Wright.

And it appearing that Joseph Williams had received a majority
of all the votes cast,

The President declared that Joseph Williams was duly elected
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of this State.

Mr McFarland nominated John F. Kinney for an Assoclate
Justice of . the Supreme Court of the State of Towa.

Mr McManaman nominated James: B. Howell.

The vote having been taken, .
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Resulted as follows :

For John F. Kinney ............. ceeeeesanii. 39 votes,
“ James B. Howell ...«...ciiviiiiinenne. 18

Those who voted for John F. Kinney were,

Messrs Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, Brad-
ley, Cassiday, Collins, Corse, Crawford Davidson, Elmer, Espy,
Evans, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harnson, Harbour, Howell,
Jacobs, Langtoh, Mahony, Me Farland, Norton, ‘Penny, Read,
Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sargeant, Shields, Sprott, Walker, Weyand,
Wood and Mr President.

Those who voted for James B. Howell were,

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good-
rell, Jay, Mc Crary, Mc Manaman, Saiiford, Springeér, Stephen-
son, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, Woodworth and
Wright.

And it appearing that John F. Kmney had recewed a majority of
all the votes cast,

The President declared that John F. Klnney was duly elected
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of
Towa. :

Mr Bradley nommated George Greene, for an. Associate Justice
of the Supreme Court of the State of Jowa.

Mr Timmons nominated Timothy Davis.

The vote having been takern,

Resulted as follows : ‘

For George Greene ............ ‘..........".;';.39votes,
"« Timothy Davis .... PO e 18 «

Those who voted for George Greene, were

Messrs Alexander, Alger, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Bonham, Brad-
ley, Cassiday, Crawford, Corse, Davidsen, Elmer, Espy, Evans,
Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harnscm, Harbour, Howell, Jacobs,
Langton, Mahony, McFarland, N erton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Roys-
ton, Sales, Sargeant, Shlelds, Sprott, Walker, Weyand, Wood and
Mr President.

Those who voted for Tlmothy Davis, were .

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Browning, Cook, Goodrell Jay, McCra-
ry, McManaman, Sanford, Springer, Stephenson, Timmons, Thomp-
son, Wheeler, Williams, Woodworth and Wright.
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And it appearing that George Greene had received a majority of
all the votes cast, .

The President declared that George. Greene was duly elected an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Iowa.

The business for which the Joint Convention had assembled be-
ing completed, the Senate then returned.

On motion of Mr Goodrell,
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Friday Morning, December 8th, 1848.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Griffith presented the petition of sundry citizens of Lee coun-
ty, praying for the passage of a law compelling partles litigant, to
pay the fees of jurors, required by them.

Which,

On motion of Mr- Griffith,

Was referred to a Select Committee of three.

Messrs Griffith, Betts and Goodrell, were appointed said' com-
mittee, .

Mr Flint presented a petition from sundry citizens of Wappello
- county, praying for the grant of a State road therein named.

Which,

On motion. of Mr Flint,.

Was referred tothe Standing Committee on Roads and Highways.

Mr Collins presented a petition fiom sundry citizens of Jefferson:
county, praying for the erection:of a court house therein named.

Which, L.

On motion of Mt Collins,

Was referred to a Select’ Committee of three.

Messrs Collins, Williams-and' Weyand were appointed said com--

mittee..

Mr McFarland offered’ the following resolution :

Resolved, That a Select Committee from the House of Kepresen--
tatives, be-and’are hereby appointed, to examine into the conditions
of the Penitentiery of the State of Towa.

That.seid. committee. investigate and:repert tosthis House,,
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1Ist. The condition of the present building and the state of pres-
ervation of the sume.
~ 2d.. The probable expense that will be required to complete the
building now in progress, also the enclosure or wall around the said
building, with appropriate work-houses, &ec.

8d. To examine into and report how it has been conductéd, under
the present law, and whether any further legislation is necessary in
order to secure convicts and make them efficient.

4th. To ascertain and report the situation of all the property that
belongs to the said prison, and whether the same has been properly
preserved.

5th. To examine in and to the condition of the present incumbent,
whether he has discharged his duties according to law, and wheth-
er, as required by law, he gave-up all the property belonging to
said prison, and whether he has destroyed or preserved the building
and all the property around the same.

And that said committee have power to visit said prison, and ex-
amine witnesses and send for persons and papers, if by them deem-
ed expedient ; and that said committee be required to report by bill
or otherwise, at as early a day as practicable.

Mr Mahony gave notice that he would, on some future day, intro-
duce '

A Bill for an act regulating interest on money.

Mr Babbitt gave notice that he would, on some future day, in-
troduce

A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled ““ An Aect creatinga
Board of Public Works, and providing for the improvement of the
Des Moines river,” approved, February 24th, 1847. And to
repeal An Act supplemental thereto, approved, Jan. 24th, 1848,

And, also,

A Bill for an act to locate the seat of justice of the counties of
Warren and Madison.

Mr Thompson obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 2, Joint Resolution for the restriction of slavery.

On motion of Mr Thompson,

The resolution was laid on the table.

Mr McCrary obtained. leave to introduce

H.R. file No. 3, A Bill for an act amendatory and supplemental

to an act to establish commdn schools, approved, Jan. 16, 1848.
. b v
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Mr Mahony, in pursuance of previous notice, asked, obtained
leave and introduced _
H. R. file No. 4, A Bill for an act authorizing Wmn. 8. Townsend
to keep a ferry across the Missouri river, at Tradegs Point. '
'On motion of Mr Griffith,
The 42nd rule was suspended, and the Bill read a second time.
On motion of Mr Mahony,
The 42nd rule was suspended, the Bill read a third time, passed
and its title agreed to.
Mr Allison in pursuance of previous notice given, asked, obtain-
ed leave and introduced )
H. R. file No. 5, A Bill for an act to reduce the price of the Des
Moines river lands.
Mr Read, in accordance with notice previously given, introduced
"H. R. file No. 6, A Bill for an act to incorporate the city of
Keokuk.

The followmg message was received from the Senate by Mr

Rockwell, their Secretary :
Mr SeeAkER:

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate is ready to meet them in the Hall of the House of Represen-
tatives, in joint convention, to witness the signing and attesting of
the certificates of the election of the United States Senators and
Judges of the Supreme Court.

And then he withdrew.

On motion of Mr Corse,

A committee of two were appointed to inform the Senate that the
House was now ready to receive the Senate, in the Hall of the
House of Representatives, for the purpose of witnessing the signing
and attesting of the certificate of election of United States Senators -
and Judges of the Supreme Court of the State of Iowa.

Messrs Corse agnd Griffith were appointed said committee,

Mr Corse, from the committee appointed to wait upon the Senate,
reported,

That the committee had informed the Senate that the House was
ready to receive them.
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JOINT MEETING OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY VIR

CONVENTION.

The President and gentlemen of the Senate were annaunced.

The Senate having taken the seats as51gned them by the Presi-
dent of the Convention,

The roll of the General Assembly was called by the Secretary of
the Convention.

Messrs Sanford and Springer were absent.

On motion of Mr Crawford,

The further call of the roll was dispensed with.

The President announced the purpose of the Convention.

Mr Sanford appeared and took his seat.

After which,

The following certificates were signed by the President, and at-
tested by the Tellers of the Convention.

Hary or rar House oF REPRESENTATIVES, %
Of the State of Iowa, Dec., 8th, 1848.

This will certify that at an election by the General Assembly of
the State of Iowa, in Joint Convention, on Thursday, the seventh
day of December, a. n. 1848, Augustus C. Dodge was duly elected
a Senator to represent this State in the Senate of the United States.

' JOHN J. SELMAN,

President of the Joint Convention.
ATTEST :

J. G. SHIELDS,

W. C. READ,
Tellers,

Harr or TE House or REPRESENTATIVES,
Of the State of Towa, Dec. 8th, 1848. %
This will certify that at an election by the General Assembly of
the State of Iowa, in Joint Convention, on Thursday, the seventh
day of December, a. p. 1848, George W. Jones, was duly elected a
Senator to represent this State in the Senate of the United States.
JOHN J. SELMAN,
President of the Joint Convention.
ATTEST:
J. G. SHIELDS,
W.C. READ,
Tellers.
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A
Harr or v House or REPRESENTATIVES,
Of the State of Towa, Dec. 8th, 1848, g
This will certify that at an election by the General Assembly of
the State of Towa, in Joint Convention, on Thursday, the seventh
day of December, a. p. 1848, Joseph Williams was duly elected
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of this State.
JOHN J. SELMAN,

President of the Joint Convention.
ATTEST $ '

J. G. SHIELDS,
W. C. READ,
Tellers,

Havrw oF e House or REPRESENTATIVES, 2
Of the State of Iowa, Dec. 8th, 1848,

This w111 certify that at an election by the General Assembly of
the State of Iowa, in Joint Convention, on Thursday, the seventh
day of December, a. p. 1848, John F. Kinney was duly elected arx
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of this State. =

JOHN J.SELMAN,
: President of the Joint Convention.
ATTEST ! ’ :

J. G. SHIELDS,
W. C. READ,
Tellers.

Hayrr or rae House or RePrESENTATIVES, %
Of the State of Iowa, Dec. 8th, 1848.

This will certify that at an election by the General Assembly of
the State of Iowa, in Joint Convention, on " . Thursday, the seventh
day of December, a. ». 1848, George Greene was duly elected an
Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of this State.

JOHN J. SELMAN,
President of the Joint Convention.
ATTEST? :
J. G. SHIELDS,
W.C. READ, .
Tellers.

The business for which the two Houses had convened Baving
been transacted, the Senate withdrew.
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On motion of Mr Read,
H. R. file No. 6, was taken up, and the 42nd rule suspended, and
the bill read a second time.
Mr Read moved to fill the blank in the 31st section with $2000.
Which was agreed to. )
And,
On motion of Mr Read,.

The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, passed
and its'title agreed to. ..
Mr McFarland in pursuance of previous notice given, obtained

" leave and introduced .

H. R. file No. 7, A Bill for an act to authorize John A.McFar-
Tandto keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, at the town of
‘Montrose, in Lee county.

Mr McFarland moved to suspend the 42nd rule,

‘Which was disagreed to.

Oh motion of Mr Allison,

H. R. file No. 5, A Bill for an act to reduce the price of the Des
Moines river lands,

Was taken from the table.

Mr McManaman moved to suspend the 42nd rule.

Upon which question

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And resulted as follows :

Yeas—10,
Nays—28.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were :

Messrs Allison, Babbitt, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell, Jacobs, McCra-
ry, McManaman, Timmons and Woodworth, -

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Alexander, Baker, Betts, Bourne, Burroughs, Collins,
Corse, Davidson, Elmer, Evans, Griffith, Harrison, Langton, Maho-
ny, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sargeant, Ste-
‘phenson, Thompson, Walker, Weyand, Williams, Wood and Mr
Speaker.

So the rule was not suspended.

‘The Speaker laid before the House the following communication,
from Joseph T. Fales, Esq., Auditor of State.
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AUDITOR’S REPORT.

—

STATE OF IOWA, AUDITOR’S OFFICE, i
Iowa Ciry, December 4th, 1848,
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, AND .
House or REPRESENTATIVES

As required by law, I have the honor to submit the following
statement of the condition of the finances of the State, and the
receipts and disbursements, coming under the control of this of-
fice, for the fiscal year ending on the thirtieth day of November,
1848,

To exhibit the account of the ﬁnances, in a form to be easily un-
derstood, it is presented under the following heads :

I. A statement of the receipts into the Treasury from the sev--

. eral counties.

II. A statement showing the amount of warrants drawn on the
Treasury, since the 30th day of November, 1847.

III. A statement, showing the amounts due from the several’
~counties, on the years previous to 1847.

IV. A statement, showing the amount due from the several
county treasurers, on the assessments of 1847, including the tax
received from Pedlers. )

V. An estimate of appropriations, necessary for the ensu-
ing two years, including  the amount to be raised already appro-

- priated. . )

VI. An abstract of the number of polls, the number of acres
of land, the value with the improvements, with the enumeration
and value of all other property in the State, as appears upon the
assessment roll of the several counties, showing the total valuation,
and the amount levied for state purposes for the year 1848.

VII. A table showing the comparative increase or decrease in
the valuation of property inthe several counties, the increase of
the state tax of 1848, over that of 1847, with the ‘increase per
cent. and the number of polls of those years compared.

VIII. A statement of the amount paid into the county treasu-
ries, as a state tax for pedlars licenses in 1848,
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IX. A statement of the appropriations made at the first and sec-
ond sessions of the General Assembly ; showing the amounts drawn,
and the balances undrawn, with the account against M. Reno, Esq.,
State Treasurer. ‘

It will be seen that the aggregate amount of property taxed
within the State, amounts to $14,449,920—which, at 2 mills on the
dollar, yields a revenue of $36, 129 05 for State purposes. ‘This
is an increase upon the revenue of 1847 of $11,396 16, but under
our very imperfect system of collection, a lafge' proportion cannot
be realized.

Of the $24,732 89 levied in the year 1847, the sum of $9,-
302 06 is not yet collected, and there is due on the assessment of
Territorial tax, of the years - prior to 1847, the sum of $3,202 45;
what amount of these sums will be collected the coming year I am
unable to estimate.

The amount of warrants drawn, and outstanding at this time, is
$22,651 62, which shows the present liabilities of the State.

Several small accounts have been presented for allowance, for
debts contracted about the penitentiary. There bemg no appropri-
ation for such an object, I have deferred acting upon them, until
some provision is made by law for that purpose.

The abstracts of land, sold at the land offices in 1847 and fur-
nished for assessment to the several counties, have been the means
of adding a large amount to the revenue the present year. Inthe
Dubuque district I was only able to procure the list for Clayton
county, though every exertion was used to obtain the lists for all
‘the counties.in that distriet.

: . 'The revenue in 1849 will probably amount to $50,000. If that
should be the case the condition of our Finances two years hence
will be as follows: - o '

Present liabilities, ...vvu..uus.. .. $22,651 62

Estimate of appropriations for twoyears, 53,700 00

Revenue due on'years previous to 1848, . ......... $12,504 00
w of 1848, ........oiiiiil el ... .36,129 00
“« of 1849, .....cviiiins oo 50,000 00

 $76,351 62$98,638 00
76,351 62

Leaving for delinquencies and expenses of collection, $22,281 38
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From the foregoing it will be seen, that if the appropriations of
the present session do not exceed my estimates for the ensuing two
years the State at that time will be released from all debts except -
the loan payable in 1857.

The counties of Jackson and Wappello have failed to furnish an
abstract of the assessments in those counties in time to be included
in this report. Those counties will probably add $2,000 to the
revenue of the present year.

Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH T. FALES,

Auditor of State.

STATEMENT I

A statement of the receipts from each county, for the fiscal year
ending the 30th of November, 1848:

From the county of Appanoose,.....oeeeesess veres

[13
[13
[14
[14
143
(13
[13
[44

43

I

113
[13
[13
113
(14
(13
[13
113
114

«

[13

[11

“ Benton,.....cveiinrenicasenes
“ Buchanan,.....ccvvuineveennnns
« Cedar,...... terireraeeaen
“ Clayton, oo v evrevrrnennnnannan

........................
..................

.......................
........................

.....................

L T T N
¢« Jefferson,

....................

.......................

.....................

........................

180 47
1,160 86
1,442 95
900 00
14 50

2,507 40
899 38
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From the county of LOtisa,: e rrenneerrnnennnnnes $650 00
« -4 “ Mahaska, .. oviiiininiinineens 200 00

& “ 6 MarioDgesssieirieceteneinans - 67 90

€ “ € Monroe,.e.eviieenanesteranns 00 00

“ “- ¢« Muscatine,....... ferieasesaes 1,459 62

« « “ Polkyiseevvinnonns retesanaan 40 00

c “ « Scott,..... teeereseeracsenans 300 00
R “« ¢ Van Buren,e...oovivoneeenes.. 1,396 50
« “  « Wappello,e.oioiiiuinannennnns 314 32

« “  « Washington,....., ceneeen «+s.. 67635
From Pedlars for license,.e. oo vverevrereneroncanss 65 .00

$16,482 13

STATEMENT IIL

An exhibit of the warrants drawn on the Treasury since the 30th
Novembér, 1847.
For per diem and mileage of members and officers of

General Assembly,......covieiiinaaien, $4,412 00

¢ Silas Foster for printing,.............. ceersaes 612 61
“ Howell & Cowles, « ...... PP cone 612 51
¢ C. R. Fisk, for printing,. .. c.vovvervienvenvnen 11 55
« R, W. Albright, % ....iiiiiiiiienniennn. 10 00
« A, H. Palmer, i et inrenetrorenneas . 2,277 42
« AP, Wood, % LLiiiiiiiiieienae 6 00
“ J.D. Spalding, ¢ .....iiiiiiiiiiinn 25 00
« J. W. & R. B. Ogden, for prmtmg, ...... Cereaes 35 00
« A.R. Sparks, Ceeereside e 7 00
% Shepherd & Ober, L 25 00
%« George Greene, N 17 00
¢ James Tizzard & Co., it ieeesanan 5 00

« E.Cutler,jr., for indexing and distributing the laws, 200 00

« J, Scott Richman, for indexing and distributing v
Journals of the Housg,. . vveverienrrnnans - 250 00

« John B. Russell, for indexing and dxstnbutmg
Jouméaluft}wSenate...»...-..... 250 00



'

42

JOURNAL OF THE

"For 8. Johnson, for wéod, &eyovvniinn, teerenans

f

111

14

«©

13

€«

&

3

[3

-

£

-

4

-

&

-
-

-
-

-~

~
-~

8. C. Trowbridge, for postage,.. e eeenaeaaaas
J. F. Abrahams, for stationary,.......ccvuenn,.
Little & McGuire, for carpeting, candles, &ec.,. ...
Sundry appropriations per actye. ...oveerenria.n

Total expense of the last session,..............
Eastin Morris for reports of the Supreme Court,. .
Charles Mason for -fees in the boundary case be-

tween Iowa and Missouri,...............
John Brophy, agent to select Salt Springs,.......
Dubuque county, for costs in criminal cases,.....
Samuel Riggs, Sheriff of Davis county, per act,.. .
Murray & Sanxay,. cooveriiieaiinnrenenannas
C. A, Robbins, forseals,...........ccucue....
Registers of Land Offices for abstracts of land sold

5 U 7 P
Governor’s salary,
Secretary’s ¢
Auditor’s “
Treasurer’s ¢

...........................

...........................

...........................

Supreme Court expenses,......v.ovvviviveesoes
Penitentiary, ...oooveviiiii i
Joseph Williams, salary as Chief Justice S. Court,
S. C. Hastings, * « “ ¢
John F. Kinney, ¢ Associate =~ ¢ «
Thos. S. Wilson, ¢ ® T T “
George Greene, " ¢~ ¢ L« “
James P. Carleton ¢ as Judge District Court,. ...
Geo. H. Williams ¢« '« 6 “ o
James Grant, « « ¢ “ o
Cyrus Olney, « ¢ ¢ “o..

L. B. Patterson ¢ as Librarian,
Librarian’s contingent fund,...................
Public Buildings at Towa City,.................
James Harlan as Sup. of Pub. Instruction,.......
Ansel Briggs for election returns, Dallas county,. .
Interest on loan up to July 1, 1848,............
Sheriffs, for election returns of President and V.P.

.............

$103 50
440 84
320 37
147 90
412 60

$10,181 00
750 00

800 00
645 00
855 91
60 00
1,727 84
20 00

319 50
680 50
750 00 -

41 66
952 76

1,000 00

1,000 00

1,000 00

1,000'00
150 00
33 4

3,200 00,

1,200 00

70 80

2,552 37

595 24

$32,513 74
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STATEMENT -III.

Amounts-due.from the several counties (excepting the delin-
quent lists credited) for the years previous to 1847:

~ From the county of Appanoose,......coeeveenreensn $6 40
¢ ¢ “0edary.iivieeirinentanonereenes 245 84

“ st Clayton,. .. iieiieriiii i iiananes 193 79
L ¢ SRR 48 83

“ e « Delware,........ eseesanaes oo 2295

« “« “Des Moines, .. .oveeeeesennessns 803 39

L L (3 T AN 8 59

< < ¢ Jackson, s viuint it iaai s 155 06
o« “ ¢ Jeffersom,. ..oeuvrveenrennnnnans 74 86
< “« ¢ Johmson, sy vvvenneeaecnnansonnns 85 30

“ - 4w Keokuk,.. . ... i eeeeteaeeenes 9 45

« LR 0 R 101 54

< O T T 81 85

< 4 € Muscatine, . cveeereraaranenenes 444 48

T S S 2 65

“ SRR LUEECCE ~ 114 2 AR et reaieea s 111 68

& . «VanBuren,......eeeieiienanosns 658 99

< « o WapeHloyi. . ovioiiiiiieiiiieen 82 93
A « -« Washington,e....ovvnvevinennens 114 15
Total,, v vsevneoranosnnesnssonsnoronsnnns $3,202 45

STATEMENT iv.

Amount due from the s;averal County Treasurers on the assess-
ment of 1847, including the tax received from Pedlars:

Treasurer of Appanooce county,....... i $35 64
“« « Benton ¢ with damages,...... 45 34
¢«  « Buchanan =~ ¢ ‘with damages,...... 25 73
“ « Cedar =~ % L.iiiiieeenenns ees. 304 81

€« Clagtol € iiivieseeesseeess. 6408



¢ ¢ Clinton «

@ 13 Davis 13

« ¢ Deélaware “

¢ ¢ Des Moines ¢
“ “ Dubuque %

113 113 Henry 1
¢ o« IOVIVal ’ 1

s "« Jackson @«

1] « Jasper «
o « Jefferson ¢

¢ ¢«  Johnson o

I3 ¢ Jones «

« & Keokik |«

“« ¢« Yee 1]

« « Linn «

“ “  Louisa Kt

“  « Mahaska ==«

« & Marion “

« «  Monroe o«

“ « Muscatine ¢

« “«  Polk, «
13 13 Scoft, I

“ % Van Buren ¢
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A . $16 31
with damages,...... 160 40
with damages,...... 2,248 95
..... Y it
Cereereiaaas w... bb3 08
vesaneeras 1917
with damages,..... 247 04
..... 2178
T 177 09
.......... geesesse 524 24
Ceseer e, 141 77
with damages,.. ... 106 64
Ceeereereaaneanns 974 98
cevaes 60 59
..... tessesereass. 416 08

creenaaeesss 147 96
49 94

with damages,. .. 84 51
..... vevesseeiea.. 356 61
Cerestareessaouars 61 37

O s 1)

veveseriees.. 1,308 46
ceveeenas e 142 51
.................. 82 96
Ceveraenas verere.. $9,302 06

STATEMENT V.

An estimate of appropriations necessary for the ensuing two years.
For per diem and mileage of the members and officers,
and allother expenses of the General Assembly,

the ‘present session,.......c.ovvvvnenns » . $15,000 00

< Compensation 1o the GOVETNOT,.. .. v\ vioessnnnss 2,000 00
“ Contingent expenses of the Governor,.. . .. cevens 300 00 -

‘Compensation of the Secretary of State,oss.v.vs.. 1,000 00
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« ‘Contingent expenses of the Secretary,........... $300 00
« Compensation to the Auditor of State,........... 1,200 00
« Contingent expenses of the Auditor,............ 300 00
« Compensation to the Treasurer of State,......... 800 00
s« Contingent expenses of the Treasurer,.......... 300 00
¢ Compensation to the Judges of the Supreme Court, 6,000 00
« Contingent expenses of the Supreme Court,...... 300 00

¢ Compensation to the Judges of the District Courts, 8,000 00
« Compensation to the Sup. of Public Instruction, in-

‘cluding the present year,...........ooiu.n 3,600 00

« Contingent expenses of the Sup. ‘of Public Instruc-
L7 T2 .- 300 00

« Compensation of the Commissioners to revise the
S 3,000 00
« Contingent expenses of said Commissioners,.. . ... . 800 00
« Compensation of the Librarian,.. ......covv..... 300 00
« The general contingent fund,........ ceerenaan. 500 oo
Y T eeiens $43,500 00
¢ Interest on loan already appropriated,........... 10,000 00

« Fees and mileage of Electors of President and Vice
President, and expenses of notifying,........ 200 00

Total to be raised for the next two years,....... $563,700 00



STATEMENT VI.

AN ABSTRACT of the number of Polls; number of Acres of Land, with the value of the same with the im-
provements thereon ; the value of Town Lots and their improvements § with the value of all other property in the

State, as copied from the assessment rolls for the year 1848. .

Value of mills,

" Value of| Value of] Value of manufactories,
~ COUNTIES. | No.of | Acres of [Land witt{Town Lotslcapital emidistilleries, carj Horses over two
No. Polls. Land. improve-jand improvelployed in/ding machines, years old.
ments, ments. m er chan-fand tan-yards,
dise. with the stock
employed. No. |- Value.
1 | Appanooce, .. .... 213 723 $905 [ .innnn.. $1,800 $1,790 223 $7,050
2 | Benton, ***-..... 76 3,701 9,717 [ A R 97 3,940
3 | Buchanan,....... 73 3,298 6,761 |...... seese 315 2,900 57 2,330
4 (Cedar, .......... 664 93,357 | 802,965 25,868 4,480 8,915 | 1,007 43,365
5 | Clayton,......... 478 52,121 167,933 34,892 6,730 16,200 468 17,780
6 | Clinton, ....c.... 444 34,629 | 143,405 22,121 5,750 7,300 541 21,404
7 {Dallas,.......... LT PN AT ean 105 {........ 20 87 2,960
8 | Davisyeeeveiennnn 852 45,2563 | 132,167 3,843 9,360 3,200 | 1,265 42,038
9 | Delaware, ....... 242 26,726 80,178 [........ B S PR 347 16,805
10 | Des Moines, ..... 2,064 177,300 900,305 504,590 | 116,850 12,230 | 2,453 81,687
11 |Dubuque, ..,....| 1,758 | 118,744 | 524,677 | 418,020 | 117,152 24,800 { 1,225 43,842
12 |Henry,..... S 1,336 | 184,990 | 744,494 81,631 | 24,485 7,847 1,925 55,219
13 |Iows,....... e 99 5323 |.......ven BOO |.......ovne 101 4,140

3,020

9%

dHL 40 TVNYQOfr



14J8ckBon, oo vou i e s . .. cees
15 Jasper,, ... .ii.n. I 140 -~ 7,467 21,650 485 200 1,000 166

1¢ Jefferson,........ " 1,505 1 202,208 461,695 39,749 | 22,550 9,648 | 2,251 | 64,132
¥ Tohson..ooneen. 72| 88,4037 818,006 1428141 24,725 10607 | 868 | 86,073

1l Jones,., v ovovvnt 427 44,721 150,092 3,227 1,540 8,400 516 | 22,902
1 Keokuk,n oo 664| 45351 | 157393| 7,622 6610 9000 | 833 | 30,568
glLee, . vnnranns 3112 | 310411 | 1,193,509 | 45,861 | 123,720 181100 | 3,480 | 113,219
Alinn, .o eevinens 870 98,997 326,026 45,405 | 11,650 16,045 | 1,057 | 41,395

2| Louisayee cveeenns 868 129,975 | 394,021 36,264 | 20,441 5364 | 1,192 ] 42,374

3{ Mahaska,........ 829 44,253 | 125,413 17,653 | 12,975 7,650 | 1,044 | 33,893
1| Marion, ... .. Ul g90| 27316 | 89,947 3306 | 9,032 2,920 | 890 | 30,886
3| Monroey. ovneeoi| 885( 15270( 27,367 1,060 | 1,968 715 | 401 | 12,97
6| Muscatine,.. ... . . 808 181,932 357,932 198,031 | 30,800 6,300 |....... 34,975
7| Polkye, voveenen. 530 oo 4,700 4450 | 555 | 19,658
8) Powesheik,.. ... .. 70 960 1,350 1, .... N U Cevaeana - 62 2,125
9] Scotty. vuesrrsenn 886 94,356 346,522 |— 136,466 | 17,450 18,975 0964 | 34,994 -
10| Van Buren, .. ... | 2079 | 241310 | 723931 | 164,711 | 51495 20134 | 2,807 | 84,227
31| Wappelloye. o oonoo]e s R T R P LR S TOE RS L T I T
%] Washington,.. .. .. 71 80,912 | 368,114 38,651 { 18,639 3,245 1 1,098 | 40,585

23,987 ' 2,316,704 8,031,698 ! 2,008,812 645,917 237,655 ' 27,980 | 992,946

---------

]

5,305

‘STALLVINISTYIIY JO HSAOH

Ly



STATEMENT VI .—Continued.

Mules and . .
?vizt;:g-lse (:)l‘é?r asses over Sh;eoglt%‘;ezhsil.x Hogs ovezlzl.x months Pleasure carriages.
No.J couxriEs. one year, .
No. | Value. | No. {Value. No. Value. No. Value. No. Value.
- 1| Appanococe,...| 883 9,787 | lieunnn. 962 1,223 1,573 2,639 1 40
2 | Benton,...... 385 4,452 2 40 461 598 889 1,253 1 25
3 | Buchanan,....| 263 3622 l.vefevunen. 280 280 454 888 32 1,200
4 | Cedar,....... 2,095 | 23,070 1 20 3,761 3,770 6,094 7,139 31 1,245
b | Clayton,..... 1,962 | 22,854 5 195 445 858 1,860 4,940 255 8,626
6 | Clinton,...... 1,943 | 20,090 3 100 1,519 1,865 2,696 2,696 4 140
. 7| Dallas,...... 330 | 4,082 3 83 239 223 476 835 3 220
. 8} Davis,....... 2,659 | 25,677 7 240 5,236 6,291 7,267 9,269 11 395
. 9| Delaware. ...} 1,192 | 11,920 |...ofoeen... 934 1,401 2,058 2,050 |........].. careees
10 | Des Moines,..|5,908.1 51,881 [....|..c.... 11,067 | 11,094 14,339 14,7705 1,072 34,427
11 | Dubuque,....[3,737 | 88,795 | 10|. 485 1,773 3,057 4,171 { ‘ 6,680 678 21,870 -
12 | Henry,...... 2,206 | 42,243 5 200 9,544 9,544 13,162 13,162 839 24,422
13 | Iowa,....... 535 5,157 4 150 209 436 1,356 1,944 1 - 40
Jackson,....|..... 1 I B ] O L A PO
Jasper,...... 505 6,021 1 25 403 558 1,023 1,678 1 25
} | Jefferson,....]5,602 | 42,152 ; 12 280 | 12,859 | 12,633 15,783 16,209 73 3,419
1 | Johnson,.....|2,460 | 27,009 7 400 3,005 4,511 7,243 8,642 371 14,214
1{| Jomes,.:..... 1,362 | 17,858 1 30 1,630 2,634 3,481 11,122 218 5,146
1¢] Keokuk,.....|2,177 | 22,202 4 300 3,681 4,702 7,168 9,821 376 12,177

8y
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20
21
22
23
24

226

27
28
29
30
31
32

Lee,uoovnn.. 8315 | 78677 (381 | 1,285 | 15,405.( 15405 | 14371\ 17,5874 . 222, . 9,039
Linne, ..o 12514 | 26,748 |, .Joeo. ..l 4628.| 5667 1971 | 978 a0l 1920
| Louion.......|5.186 |-30,270 | 2| 457 3995 3995 90997 | 125553 2 935
Mahaska,....[4,282 | 16,726 | 8 | ' 835 | 4,384 5,593 6,900 | 8721] . -26( . 1,315
Marion,.+...|2,816 | 33,188 | 5. 195 | 2,396 | 38,409 5544( 8039 ... 16 865
| Monroer....|1,282 | 13145 | 1| 20| 1669| 1817| 2791 [ 3:690{. ... 4 ... 155
‘Muscatine,-‘;'--'.a'.. ]'8,711 e et 760 ....... .-»2,200-.'...u-.h- 6,023 crvdr sl " 880
Polk,......|1,800-} 20,188 | 3 120 1,750.| - 2,570 3,228 3,826 |. .-.330 | - 10,723
: Powesheik,. .| - 172 | 1,968 ... ].c0.... 212... 299 476 24| '-33 {1,166
Soottr v 2678 [ 27762 | 51 170°| 3,101) 4574 - 4191 | 41914 .- 61| 2972
Van Buren, ) 6377 | 51,021 | 25 | 1,065 | 14,548 | 14,548 | 14790 | 14790 - 103 | 4,636
apPeIOj...';.-iua'.‘.‘-.'-.-.--..‘ ------------- eelas sratete e se s e u;-.!'p.-.....:....-4501----‘.
Washington, .|2,364 [ 26,661 |....l....... 4527 5,583 19,093 9,712 . 464 16,351
- [72,840 723,326 | 145] 6,543 {114,628 l 131,338 } - 170,445 | 215,361 |- 5,298 181,688

-



- 4
STATEMENT VI.— Continued.
g Value of
capital stock| ¢,
. Value of all Land rofits| . ¥ 2ue of
N Watches. Piano Fortes. other personal fin an})com- zlghttgr in-
0. COUNTIES. property over [pany incor-|yo ooy 1t A0y
$100. porated or :gf‘ tor ves-
unincorpo~-§
No. Value. | No.| Value rated.
11 Appanoose,.......... eaia 9 ;2 (01 PR KR . R 112 ) T 20
21 Benton, ...oivvenrnnnnan. 6 L29..]... 1,080 ..0000une ] NP
3 [ Buchanan,.....coovveevnn .41 21 PP PO N P PO N PR veaee
4 | Cedar,..... ieedsiiseas .- 961 926). ... |vivicnen 768 226570 e
5 | Clayton,..... evieernnaas 198 1,060 1 30 480[.......... 240
. 6 } Clinton,....... Cesseense 14 2211, ieeies 9251....000ues . 200
T Dallas;e.vvevevrnnnnnns 4 (0] S A 550 ........ B
8| Davis,..ooeeveneervainn. 41 A5 3 R I 365]. .. S
9 | Delaware,...oveuvesnvsns B N (R TR IRy i P T F

10 | Des Moins,. ccoeveenernns 148 4,357 8 1,250 4500 .c00cineifiiiniannns
11 | Dubuque,....... Ceerarenn 673 6,975|. 6 790 15,560}, .%....... 420
121 Henry,.ovovinveinanenns 141 2,246] 1 250 1,828}, .coocveiiieenine,
13 | Iowa,...... et e 12 (7 PR PN 2564 .. ciieeiliiiiiiaen,

14 } Jacksen, .. .vcovennnnns R N XTI vefereas ST (ETTRRTTTEY N ceean
15 | Jasper, ............ o 7 2151 VAR P ' 715 ) A veresens

AHI 40 TVNENOL
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16
17
18

19 |

21

2

2

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Jefferson,......veevviien 132 919 2 200 3,290 650 cee
Johnson, ...cocviiinnnn e 102 1,441 2 600 10,589 . coveevieif el
Jones, ... iiiineiiiinns 39 2830 . |t ens 9,300} .......... 50
Keokuk, ...ccovvenvrinn, 145 9091, ...l 1584 oo
T 387 6,181 71 - 5b0 12,2831........ . 12,865
Linn, .o..oioiiiiiin, - 14 6614:...0........ 1,493 437 149
Louisa, ...ocovveveevianas 91 1,0610....0 ... .. 12,304 274 3,025
Mahaska, .. ..i.ciiiainnn 67, 647 14 - 25 2,940 200 i
Marion,..coovciaiinninn, 216 1,286 1 - 100 5,694 1,845 60
Monroe,.....ccvvaiiin 15 184, ... 1 v venen 1510 ) S I
Muscatine, . . ..evvivinens e 2,086].... 250 1,650) ......... S
Polk,....:vovveneninenns 33 287). ... 75 30| ..ivninn
Poweshiek,....c..o00vee 1 £ PR SO O R I IN heseee s
Scott, ... .vuus B S 107 1,659] - 3 350 2,869 ......... ..695
Van Buren, .o.oovuienninnn 252 2,019 1 200 17,416 47 395
Wapello,..... S TN AU R I R PR PO T KT T
Washington,e............ 98; . 909]....].

3,112 36,722t 33 4,595 110,417 3,748 18,126

. ,

-STAILVINISTHITE J0 TSNOH
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STATEMENT VI.—Continued.

Value of
: money  in- .
Value of] Value of vested in
rold and sil-lclaim or eth-| property of] .
No, . ver coin orler demand Value offany kind se-] Total Valua- |[Levy for State
COUNYIES. | bank notes|for money orlannuities. [cured byl  tion. purposess.
-{inactual pos-jotherconsid- deed, meort- . :
{session.. . jeration. zage, or oth~
: fer. evidence
of - claim.

1| Appanose; . .iiiiiiiiniiiin.. 700 2,150]..... R | . 28,9421 72.35
2 Bcﬂfon,....'..‘.‘.’...‘...'. s e 398 1,383 Peses e ne IR N R RN . 23,352 BN 5838
3 | Buehanan; ...iicviiiiinein.. eeeen 8,715{,...... P I . 22,149), . .. 55 37
4 | Cedar, ..o iiveiiieiisiiine, 1,839 6,895 80) 745) | 436537 1,094 .16
5 | Clayton,............ eiieees 20 500{........}  1,757].  .285,095 712 73
6 | Clinton, ,...;.oiiiveiiinioa, 100 4,208]...... TP . 230,435 576 06
TiDallas,, ... oo iiiviviiini, 1,998 82781 ... .. beveeend. 14,3544, 35 88
8 [ Davis,,...oooiviieinin e 3,698 3351772 S : 242,47'4'4 : 606 18
9 | Delaware,e. v ooveeiveiinnnsceloans R T e e . 112,3647 280 88
10 | Des Moines, ;v.oevinieivinas 43955 ., 0ivn. ], R 9,800 1,827,081 4,567 70
11 { Dubuque, .. ovcvviiviionin..| - 14,642 61,604 300] 68732|  1,2368401| 3421 00
12 [ Henry,. ... .. iiivaiinennaan] 112390 0 ol 8,101 . 1,026,411 2,566 03,
13 [ Fowa, .o oiivnieiiiininiinnas 1,348 -1,829(....... Py 765 . .. 24,290 ... .60 72
14 ) Jackson,........ AN W TP PR o

“AHL 0 TYNHAOL



— ——

Jasper,..o..o0ns Caveseverians 2,485 9,382]....:... ceeve 48,974 122 43
Jeflerson, . o v vevereeeeennnn. 5411 15274)........ 5,563 703,704 1,760 75
4 Johnson,...... Ceeeieanien - ‘8,574 15,2550 ... v fens feeean 623,410 1,558 521
JOneS,. v v vve v ieneneneraaans ' 400 494, . vin ] 233,428 583 57
KeoKUK, e v v vveenenereennns 7019 17,264]..eeeii]eniinnnn. 291,440 728 60
| 14,369|  41,335|........ 209| 2,115,144 5,287 86
Linf,..uunneereninennnns . 2529|  18,168(..... 795| 508,856 1,272 14
LOUISa, e v avseteeseeenrnennns 4,119| 18222| 6,500 1,209 592,976 1,482 44
Mahaska,. .. .vuuvrerereenens 11,255 . 20,128] 48 810 273,423 683 55
Marion, . ........ 17,316 84,2461, ..0000., 2,579 194,904 487 27
Monroe,. . ... O SR 2,031 4253 .. .... 440 70,120 175 30
| Muscatine,. . .o....... ‘965] . 250 630 665,323 1,663 31
Polk,........ eereeenan 10,627{  15847|+.vivnns].ns 93,101 7232 75
Poweshiek,.. . ........ DR T TR FERRRIN SO . 8,833 22 08
Scott, . .. .. e, .. 561 17,270 oo vvvei]enennnnn. 607,460] 1,543 65
Van Buren, . ..oeueveeeeenen. 9502  28707|........ 3342| 1,201,182 5,002 95
Wapello,....... e reaseeenens B P F U N tereeleeeereneelovaasennnealerseeroannnan
Washingtoner oo » 6,134  30,258|........ 880|  5657771| 1,414 44

183,426| 378,323| 7,128 106,357 14,4499200 36,129 05

-STALL VONFSTBITE 0 ASOOH
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RECAPITULATION OF THE TOTALS OF STATE-

MENT VL ’
Number of polls...... e cerasan EF PN 23,937
Acres of 1ad, e o v v v vvunneeennanreerrenennnnnss 2,316,704
Yalue of land with improvements,................ 8,031,698
Value of town lots and improvements,............ a 2,008,812
Value of capital ‘employed in merchandise,......... . 645917

Value of mills, manufactories, distilleries, carding

machines, and -tan-yards, w1th the stock em- L :
ployed,......oooitininan, EERRTRPRE PR .1 237,655

Number of horses over two yearé old 27,980, value _ 4 992,946

Number of neat cattle ovef two years old 72,840, :
value............. feraesaeiiiees 723,326

Number of mules and asses over one year old 145,
value. .. ... viii i e feerieaeneas 6,543

Number of sheep over six months old}114,623 value. 131,338
Number of hogs over six months old 170,445, value 215,361

- Number of pleasure carrlages 5 298, value........ © 181,688
Number of watches 3,112, value ................ ' ‘ 36,722
_ Number of piano fortes 33, value, .. ..... e " 4,695
Value of all other personal property over $100,. .. .’ . 110,417

~ Value of capital stock and profits in any company in-
corporated or unincorporated,.......... ... . o 3,748
Value of right or interest in any boat or vessel,..... A 18,126

Value of gold and silver coin or bank notes in actual ¢
POSSESSION, s v v s et vawnoasinvsssssonns veess 183,426

e el e et h . . . . ASsbtess.. s
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Value of claim.or demand for money or other consid-

eratlon, ceend e e cenen 378,323
Value of annuxties, .". , r ..... Ceaees “ 7,128
Value of money invested in property of any-kind se-

cured by deed mortgage, or other ewdence of ‘

claim,. oot it it e it e 106,357
Total valuation,. .. ... e 14,449,929
Levy for State purposes,.......... s cess 36,129



STATEMENT VII.

A TABLE showing the comparative increase or decrease in the valuation of property in the several countie.s, the
increase of the State tax of 1848 over that of 1847, with the increase per cent., and the number of polls of

oG

those years compared.

No. COUNTIES. Value in 1847, Value in 1848. Increase: . Decrease.
1| Appanooce,...... e 27,532 28,942 14100 [..oheuisen
2| Benton, ****..iiiiiiannn. 19,299 23,352 4,063 I...... tesaes
3| Buchanan,............... 21,779 22,149 370 |..oienes Ceee
41 Cedar, oovvvervnneaanenns 415,105 486,637 21432 J...iv..nn cee
5] Clayton,...coveviennnnnns 234,218 285,095 “B0,8TT lieiisennne
6] Clinton,.o.oveneeeconanss 172,637 230,425 57,7188 |....... P
7| Dallas,...... e Ceee 7,935 14,354 6,419 [............
8] Davisyieineiieiisarennns 225,984 242,474 16490 |......... vee
9| Delaware, ...vvuveveennns 76,921 © 112,354 85,433 L......iv00
10 | Des Moines, .ooovvunnnnn.s 1,459,170 1,827,081 367911 |..iinevinen
11 | Dubuque, ........... vees 972,010 1,368,401 896,391 | ' ...t
121 Henry,...oovvvenvennnnnn 707,634 1,026,411 318,777 Cererresas
13| Iowa,.evunnens Cheeearens 16,835 24,290 7,455 Ceretanan
14 | Jackson,...... aeedeanees 352,127 Not returned. B
15| Jasper,....oovviiiinnians 15,115 48,974 83,859 liivievinnne
16 | Jefferson,.....ocovvevenen 603,424 703,704 100,280 f......... .
17| Johnson,..,.eeuovevvnneososs 608,737 623,410 14673 Lveivernnens

AHL 40 TYNHAGE



18
19
20
21
22
23
o 24

27
28
29
30
31
32

Jones,vi v, .
Keckuk,...... Chrenas oo
Lee,....;.;;;..........’.
Linn, .....
Louisa,ees o roseons
Mahaska,.'. Ve e e ee s oee
Marion; ;... eresaveeans
Monroe,. e s . eeeees e
Muscatine; ., o\ veevraanns
Polk,.. ... eeeerraeen

Scott..‘...‘.'.‘.'...'. ....... i

Van Buren, et iheseenes
Wappello;.. . .- Sirheeeees
Washington,.....vv.evens

175,414 233,428 658,014 |i.v.iviivinen
153,248 201,440 138,192 |........ .

1,655,532 2,115,144 459,612 f..iiieiiees

511,223 508,856 lieeecevasnnvensna 2,367

538,496 592,976 54480 |....cveneens
171,232 273,423 102,191 |....cvviaen

65,478 194,904 129,426 ... .00l
35,978 70,120 34,142 [.....0...

693,008 665,323 |...... R S 27,685

51 488 93,101 41613 [.....oooun

Not orgamzed 8,833 8,853 l........ ves

383,121 « 017,460 234,339 .00

1, 276 000 1,201,182 [........ cereeans 74,818
237,945 T Ceeeraeenens

386,302 565,777 179 475 teceeses

$12,270,927 $14,449,920 $2,873,935 $104,870

‘STALLVINISTEdTY 0 HSQOH



STATEMENT VI L—Continued.

State tax in 1847|State; tax in 1848 Increase per] Polls in Polls in

No. COUNTIES. at 2 mills. at'24 mills, Increase. cont, | 1847. 1848.
1 | Appanooce,......... $55 06 $72 35 $17 29 31 183 213
2 | Benton,............ 38 38 58 38 19 79 51 67 76
3 | Buchanan,.......... 43 55 55 417 11 92 27 74 73
4| Cedary......eo0.... 830 21 1,094 16 263 95 32 624 664
5} Clayton,........ T.. 468 43 712 73 244301 - .52 524 . 473
6 | Clinton, ......... e 345 27 576 06 230 49 65| No return. | - - 444
7 | Dallas, . .... PRI, e 15 87 35 88 2001 ----- 126} - - 41 - 57
8 [ Davis,,........ SR © 451 96 606 18 154 22( -----. 34 --- 856 852
9 [ Delaware.......... ' - 153 84 280 88 127 04 82 211 242
10 | Des Moines,........ 2,918 34 4,667 70 1,649 36 56 1,986 2,064
Dubugque,...... v 1,943 66 3,421 00 1,477 34| 75 1,151 1,758
12 | Henry,.......... N 1,415 20 . 2,566 03 1,150 83| .- - 81 .- 1,326 1,336
13 | Iowa,.......o...., - 33 67 60 72 27 05 80 . 89} 99
-14 | Jackson,........... 704 25 No return, 1,046, v oeiv v
15 | Jasper,........ PP 30 23 122 43 92-20 305 89 - 140
16 | Jefferson,...... Ve - .1,206 84 1,760 75 553 91 45 1,347 1,505
17 | Johnson,........ SR 1,218 95 1,558 52 339 57 27% 721 772
18 { Jomes,....v.uuivu.n 350 83 583 57 232 74 66 388| 427
19 | Keokuk,........... 306 50 728 60 422 10 137 616 664
20 | Leeye,vvnunsn. v 3,311 06 5,287 86 1,976 80 69 2,510 3,112

. UHL J0 TVYN4QOor



21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31

32

Monroe, ..vvvvennsn
Muscatine,. ........
Polk,....ivvivnnnn,
Poweshiek,.........
Seotty . vvreveniens
Van Buten,.........

‘Wapello,........... |

Washington,«......

1,022 44 1,272 14 249 70 24 715 870
1,080 83 1,482 44 401 61 37 757 868
342 46 683 55 341 09 99 677 829

130 95 487 27 356 32 252 510 920

71 95 175 30 103 35 143 238 335
1,387 76 1,663 31 275 55 19 643 808
102 97 232 75 129 18 " 126 412 530
Cebeanaeanaes 22 08 22 08] . call |.......... 70
771 21 1,543 65 772 44 0ot - 623 886
2,731 52 3,002 95 271 43 "9 2,066 2,079
475 89 ...iiiinnn B O T cebedes 1,123 Teanans

772 60 1,414 44 641 84 - 70 718 7
$24,732 89 $36,129 15| $12,576 40 av. 46 22,409 23,937

‘SHAAILVINISTHEHE 0 HSAOH
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STATEMENT VIIIL.

A statement of the amount paid into the County Treasuries for
Pedlars licenses, as a State tax in 1848: ' ‘

To the Treasurer of Clayton county,.:..... P $10 00
« o« « ¢« Des Moines “ ,,,..... Nevrasas 100 00
S « “ Jefferson % seeeeiesescesess 1625
oo« “ « Johnson € iiiereeneness - 10.00
£ w « « Lee C  ictisirananaen 54 00
L « “ Mahaska ¢ ... ieiiveininnnn 20 00
o “ « Van Buren © ....e.oeseeeens . 11 80

$222 05

STATEMENT IX.

A statement of the appropriations ma_de at the first and second
sessions of* the General Assembly; showing the amounts drawn and

the balances undrawn, with the account against M. Reno, Esq o

State Treasurer.

General appropriaiton  bill, approved

$2o,§41 o7l

$20 00

$5 00

Feb. 25, 1847,.......... Ceenee s
Amount drawn, .. .. ..ov.s. .. cervenen..] 20221 07
Balance undrawn,..oo.vouuas B I
© Sundry appropnatlons of session 1846 and|’ - R
1847, ot ee i $l2,578 15 :
Amount drawnye. . c.ciiiieiernaans . : 1:2,5"7?; 15
Balance undrawn,. ., ..co00vvuts vesfens cicna
" General and Miscellaneous approprlatrons
of 1848,.......cvviiinen ceereee .. |$15,685 00

Amount drawn,s e essyes

15,685 00
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Convention account of 1844.

Appropriation;. veve ..

s 0B 0 0d s an

Amount drawml, o e v v e wren oeie

Convention account of 1846,
Appropriation, . . . . . B

Amount drawn, i'v.e o v o ..

. Salaries of Governer, Secretary,
Auditor-and. Treasurer. . . . . . .

Appropriation,

. -Amount dra.Wn, Cie e e aane e

.....

Contingent funds of- Gevernor, Secretary,
Auditor and. Treasurer. . :

Appropriation, .

Amount drawn, . .

Appropriation for Warden. and Lessee.
of Penitentiary, « o vovvvvveven,..

Amount drawi, « . eeeieevesencens

te s s

Balance andrawn, ... ..

Appropriations. for the Penitentiary, ... .

Amount drawn, .

Supreme Court fund appropriation, .. ..

Amount drawny .« o v e o .

$1,128 .00
1,128 00

43,812 96

$5,000 00
- 5,000

$1,400 00
1,400 00

$358 16
233 00

----------

$327 00
327 00|

$290 00
290 00

P ——— .

61

$120 16



62
| Salaries of Judges of the Supreme Court.

Appropriation, ,vcoeviiesiannonenn

Amount drawn, o i coveveesnaseesnsl

Balance undrawn,.....ooveene o

Salaries of Judges of the District Courts.
Appropriation, ......... Cierenesenas
Amount drawn,........ U cesraas
Balance undrawn,.;.‘.. e
Fund for arresting Fugitives.
Appropriations, . .

Amount drawn,

~_ JOURNAL QF.THE : :

$6,000. 00
5,158 30

Balance undrawn,.%. ...

.......

Salary of Supermtendent of Public In-
struction. N

----------

$1,200 00
1,200 00

$300 00
204 80

Appropriation, . ... .. . Ceeeases
Amount drawn, e chassesen
\\General Contingent i"und, )
Appropriation, . ... ... e,
Amount drawn, . .. cviiii e
Balance undrawn,...... eiae

Librarians Salary.

Appropriatién,

..................

Amount drawn,....

" e e 00t os e

$300 00
262 50

Balance undrawn,,...........

...........

$841 70

$2,000 00

$600 00

$95 20

$37 50
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\

Librarian Contingent Fund.
Appropriation, . v v i ie vt e e e $150 00
Amountdrawn,........l...;-.... 108 42
Balance undrawn, o v oo v vvvvnne [oernrnnnn.
fublic Buildings at Jowa City, and Su-
~ perintendents compensation.
Appropriation, .. v e v s vsirerene..o | $5,400 00
Amount drawn, .ee v v e vrvneonesn 5,400 00
Interest account. ,
Appropriation,. v . cveveieivaeai. .| $5,282 60
Amount drawn, . v oo v e vevevoncens 5,282 60
M. Reno, State Treasurer, in account,
To cash and revenue received from vari-
OUS SOUICES,ee v everuennns e eans $77,264 55
By State Warrants redeemed and filed in
this office, . .o ouviv it ... .. | 75,325 68
Balance on hand appropriated and reserv-
ed for interest on. Loan of 1847, S PN see

Which communication having been read,
Mr McFarland moved that 1000 copies of said report be printed.

Which motion was disagreed to.

Mr Goodrell moved to print-500 copies. -

Which motion was lost.

63

$41 58

$1,938 87

Mr Corse moved a reconsideration of the vote to print 1000

copies of the said report.
Which was accordingly done. -

Mr Griffith moved to print 1500 copies of said report.

Upon which question
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The yeas and nays were demanded,
And resulted as follows:
Yeas— 8,
: Nays—30.

Those who voted in the affifmative, were

Messrs Baker, Collins, Griflith, Mahony, Norton, Sales, Wey-
and and Wood.

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Babbitt, ‘Betts, Bourne, Burroughs
. Corse, Davidson, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell, Harrison,
Jacobs, Langton, McCrary, McFarland, McManaman, Penny, Read,
Riggs, Sargeant, Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Walker, Wil-
liams, Woodworth and-Mr Speaker.

So the motion was lost.

Mr Corse moved to print 1000 copies of said report.

The yeas and nays being demanded,

Resulted as follows:

' ‘Yeas 21,
Nays 16.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Baker, Betts, Collins, Corse, Davidson, EIl-
mer, Evans, Flint, Harrison, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Penny,
Read, Riggs, Sargeant, Walker, - Weyand, Wood, Woodworth and
Mr Speaker.

Those who voted in the negatlve, were

Messrs Allison, Babbitt, Bourne, Burroughs, Glﬁ'ord Goodrell,
Griffith, Jacobs, McCrary, McManaman, Sales, Stephenson, Tim-
mons, Williams and Woodworth.

- The Speaker announcéd Messrs McFarland, Griffith and Corse, a
committee to examine into the state of the Penitentiary.

On motion of Mr Harrison, - .
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, this afternoon.

L4 e ——

2 o'clock, P. M.

The house met pursuant to adjournment.
Mr Sargeant obtained leave to introduce
H. R. file No. 8, A"Bill for an act to amend the act to provide for
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the management and disposition of the school fund, approved, Feb.
25th, 1847.,

And also,

H. R. file No. 9, A Bill for an act relative to common schools.

Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file No. 10, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled < An
act for laying out and establishing certain roads therein named,”
approved, Feb. 18th, 1848,

Mr Babbitt moved that the 42nd rule be suspended and. the bill
be.read a second time. b

Which whas lost.

Mr Corse obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file No. 11, A Bill for an act to preserve the purity of
elections. ,

The Speaker laid before the House the following communication :

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE
aND House or REPRESENTATIVES:

The act entitled “ An act ereating a Board of Public-Works and
providing for the improvement of the Des Moines river,” approved
February 24th, 1847, requires the Board to make report to me, on
or before the first day of every regular session of the Legislature.
That report has this day been received, and I herewith transmit it
to you, together with the report of the Engineer upon the Works.

ANSEL BRIGGS.
Iowa Citv, December 8, 1848.. *
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS.

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS, g
» Acxncy City, December 1st, 1848.

To His ExcerLrENcy, ANseL Brices,
Governor or Towa :
Sir :—

It.is provided by the 9th section of an act passed during the first
session of the General Assembly, entitled «“ An Act creating a Board
of Public Works, and providing for the improvement of the Des
Moines river,” approved February 24th, 1847, that ¢« The Board
shall make report to the Governor on or before the first day of eve-
ry regular session of the Legislature, giving a full statement of all
their doings, and recommending such legislative action as they may
deem expedient.” Incompliance with this provision we beg leave
respectfully to report:

That by certificate of the Secretary of State bearing date the 7th
day of September, a. p. 1847, we were severally informed of hav-
ing been elected President, Treasurer and Secretary of, and consti-
tuting a Boaf'd of Public Works for the State of Iowa, at a general
election held on the second day of August next preceding, and that
our bonds previously filed, had been approved by the Governor.

- We then proceeded to Fairfield, in Jefferson county, pursuant to a

prior understanding, and held our first séssion as a Board on the
224 September, 1847, having been first qualified on ¢oath to the
faithful and impartial performance of the duties required of us by
law.” Here the responsibility and difficulty of the path which lay
before us became very apparent. Neither of us possessed the ad-
vantage of experience in a similar capacity. We were pioneers in
works of internal improvement {or a young and vigorous State, and
without chart or compass, rule or precedent of predecessors to
guide us in our track. We knew that the Des Moines river was,
if possible, to be made accessible for steamboats to the Raccoon
Forks, and we knew that lands had been appropriated for that pur-
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pose by act of Congress; but we had no evidence by which to dis-
tinguish the lands donated from those of the General Government;
nor any report, diagram, or data of those lands having been at all
selected, as required by law. In fine, the act of Congress, and the
act of the General Assembly, were the only documents then in our
possession, or of which we had any knowledge, and it may be as
well to say here that our difficulties were greatly ameliorated on
this and on many other occasions, by the information and assistance
of Bernhart Henn, Esq., Register of the Fairfield Land Office.

Our first official act was to inform his Excellency, the Governor,
of our organization, and to obtain an introduction, through him, to
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who we addressed
with a view to such aid and information as may be in his power to
bestow, and with whom we anticipated frequent occasions of cor-
respondence. The Secretary was directed to procure authenticated
plats from the Surveyor General’s office at Dubuque, of all town-
ships supposed to contain lands embraced in the grant, and to com-
municate with officers of the late Territorial Government relative
to their official transactions in regard to those lands; but we could

only learn that commissioners had selected the odd sections, and
reported the fact to the proper department at Washington,

Rules for the entry of land by pre-emption, under the 29th sec-
tion of the act of the General Assembly, aforesaid, were adopted at
an adjourned meeting, and our President was detailed to visit other
States for information, and to profit by their experience in slack-
water improvements; but more especially to employ an engineer of
tried and undoubted qualifications in works of this character. OQur
corporate faculties were then in early and active motion. We were
enabled to grant pre-emptions to lands in sixteen townships on the
11th of October, but with the expectation, founded on public opinion,
that the amount to which we were prescribed by act of Congress
would be received in a few weeks, and designing in any event to
limit these pre-emption sales to three months in advance of a public
sale; yet, although the office was continued open, with but little
intermission, until the 31st of March following, and thirty-one addi-
tional townships were exposed for sale in a similar manner about
the 1st of January; our receipts had not reached the sum of thirty
thousand dollars until near the end of six months.

The 27th section of the act says, ‘“Any person-who, on the first
day of January 1847, was, by the then existing laws of this State
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entitled to a claim upon the lands in this act mentioned, or who
* #hall at the time of entering the same, be the owner of such claim,
shall have the right to enter the same in legal sub-divisions of not
less than forty acres, unless it be a fractional quarter, at the price
of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and the provisions of
the several pre-emption laws of Congress, passed since the first of
June 1838, and all.the privileges and benefits thereby granted, are
extended to the settlers on said lands as far as the same are appli~
cable, and the same rules and regulations shall be observed in the
entry and sale of said lands by the Board.”

The law in this case determines the minimum quantity at forty
acres, but leaves the maximum to be inferred, or determined by the
Board. The “several laws of Congress,” admit of one hundred
and sixty acres, but ‘the then existing laws of this State” have
recognized a claim of three hundred and twenty acres. Many
members of the Legislature gave it as their decided opinion that
not more than one hundred and sixty acres were contemplated by
the act. A mature consideration of the subjeet brought us to the
conclusion that the interests of the settlers, and of the improve-
ment, would be promoted by extending the pre-emption toa claim
of three hundred and twenty acres, whether in regular or detached
tracts; provided it were held on the first day of January 1847,
“according to the then existing laws of this State.”” We therefore
adopted the following form of proof to be filed in the office, with the-
addition of a quit-claim deed in cases of transfer since the first of
‘January, 1847.

(FORM A.)

I¢ A. B.of ~ _ county, lowa,
Do solemnly sWear (or affirm) that I am the head of a family, (or
a single man over twenty-one years of age as the case may be,)
and have never had the benefit of any right of pre-emption on the
land appropriated by Act of Congress for the improvement of the
Des Moines River, nor have I sold, transferred, or quit-claimed any
part of these lands on which a right of pre-emption could be ob-
tained through me. ThatI am new the owner of the

quarter section No..
in Township No. N. of Range No.
W. of the 5th P. M., and that (I or C.D.) was entitled to a
claim thereon on the first of January, 1847, according to the then.
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existing laws of the Stateof Iowa. That (I, or he) had not ne-
glected nor abandoned this claim for six months preceding the firat
day of January, 1847, and that during that time it was marked out
so that the boundaries thereof could be readily traced, and its ex-
tent easily known, and that my or his claim did not exceed in num-

ber of acres the amount limited to ene person according to the cus-
tor of the neighborhood in which it is situated. A.B

L E. F. do solemnly (swear or affirm) that I know the facts set
forth in the foregoing (affidavit, or affirmation) to be true and cor-
rect, and that I am not interested in the claim. £.F.

Office of the Board of Public Works at ——— g
184

I, CHARLES CORKERY, Secretary of the Board of Public
Works, do hereby certify that the above were ta-
ken and subscribed before me this day. That the tract described
contains acres, and that the price agreed upon
is $1,25 per acre,

Secretary.

A sale or transfer of “any part of these lands’’ was not designed
as abar to invalidate a right of pre-emption, but to elicit a fact, in
order to guard against a pre-emption to more than three hundred

and twenty acres. by proxy! We very soon discovered that quit-
claim deeds were not as common as we had imagined, but that most

of the assignees who applied for pre-emption had come into posses-
sion by verbal transfer. We thefi adopted the following form for
cases of this character, without regard to deeds :

I, A. B. of county, Iowa, do sol-
emnly swear that I am (as the case may be, as in form A.) and
" have never had the benefit of any right of pre-emption on the lands
appropriated by act of Congress for the improvement of the Des
Moines river, nor have I sold, transferred, or quit-claimed any part
of these lands on which a right of pre-emption could be obtained
through me, and that I am now the undisputed owner of the
- quarter of section number

in township number .
N. of range number W. of the 5th principal

meridian. S A,.B.
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I, C. D., do solemnly swear that E. . was entitled to a claim on
the land described in the foregoing affidavit, on the first day of Jan-
uary, 1847, and for six months next preceding, and during that
time it was marked out so that the boundaries thereof could be
readily traced, and easily known, and that his claim did not exceed
in number of acres the amount limited to one person according to
the custom of the neighborhood in which it is situated, and that the
right which the said E. F. held to the said tract is now

the above named A. B. by regular transfer and sale,
and that I am not interested in the claim. C.D.

Office of the Board of Public Works at %
184
I, CHARLES CORKERY, Secretary of the Board of Public
Works, do hereby certify that the foregoing affidavits were taken
and subscribed to before me this day. That the tract above de-
scribed contains acres, and that the price agreed
-upon is $1 25 per acre. '

Secre{ary.

®
These forms apply, or may be adapted, to any of the chameleon

shades which claims have assumed in the Des Moines valley, and it
will readily be perdeived that he who cannot prove a right to a claim
under one or the other of these forms, can have no right, for the
most superficial claim will be recognized by some one, and this one
is sufficient for his witness. Neither should any one who does not
wish to be considered obmnoxious to the title of ¢“land speculator ”
desire more than a half section,—an amount unknown to any other
pre-emstion law in existence.

This proof is certified by the Secretary (as Register,) to the
Treasurer, (as Receiver,) and on payment being made, that officer
issues the following receipt in duplicate.

Office of the Board of Public Works at ——— ?

184 §
No. Received from A. B. of - county,
Iowa, the sum of ~ dollars, being in full for the
quarter of section number ) , township number
“N. range number W. of the 5th

P. M., cantaining acres, at $1 25 per acre; and the land
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- above described having been appropriated by act of Congress, ap-
proved August 8, 1846, for the improvement of the navigation of
the Des Moines river, the right of taking such stone as may be
found necessary to said improvement is hereby reserved to the
State of Iowa, without any let or hindrance. )

$

One of these receipts is filed in the office of the Secretary, in
proof of the completion of the entry, and the other is retained by the
purchaser. The following is our joint certificate on which a patent
shall issue ¢ signed by the Governor, subject to such regulatlons as
may be prescribed by law.”

Treasurer.

Office of the Board of Public Works at E
' 184
No. ——— We certify that A. B. of county,
ha  this day purchased at this office the
quarter of section number , township number
North, range number - West, of

the 5th principal meridian, being part of the lands aggropriated by
act of Congress, approved August 8, 1846, for the ?&ovement of
the navigation of the Des Moines river, containing

acres, at $1 25 per acre, amounting to dollars,
and for which the said A. B, ha  made payment in full as requi-
red by law, after reserving to the State of Iowa the right of taking
and using such stone as may be found necessary to said improve-
ment, without let or hindrance.

Therefore be it known that on [presentation of this certificate to
the Governor of the State of Jowa the said A. B. shall be entitled
to receive a patent for the land above described, subject to such
regulations as may be prescribed by law.

Secretary.
, Treasurer.

The difficulty of procuring a thoroughly competent Engineer—
one having experience in work of a character similar to that propos-
ed for the Des Moines river, detained the President until the first
week in December,; but we have the proud satisfaction of saying
that he has not only succeeded in obtaining the services of ja gentle-

- man of undoubted qualifications, but one who is morally, as well as
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scientifically, worthy of entire confidence in the line of his profes-
sion. With the aid of three experienced assistants, Messrs. Wells,
Jacobs and Hayden, and other subalterns necessary to a corps, the
survey of the river was commenced on the 16th of December,
1847, and the persevering industry with which Col. Curtis and his
efficient aids prosecuted the work as high up as Ottumwa, a dis-
tance of ninety-three miles, during the most inclement season of the
year, is worthy of all praise.

We suspended the further prosecution of the survey above Ot-
tumwa, in the early part of February, and made a requisition on the
Chief Engineer for a report of his labors, with a view to determine
the general plan of improvement, and the final locations of dams and
locks. It was found, however, that a more minute examination of
the river was necessary antecedent to the report, and this examina-
tion was required to be the more critical as many intelligent minds
believed that a great portion of this distance was not susceptible of
improvement in any way. Nor were they entirely mistaken, as
low banks and other impediments precluded the possibility of dams,
and we were forced to the expediency of a side cut, or canal, from
St. Francisvilie, Missouri, to a point afferding sufficient depth of
water for s#am boats, about a mile and three-quarters from the
Mississippi river, a distance of ten miles. The removal of some
snags and other drift, from the main channel, or Nassau slough,
will afford free navigation in either or both, from the mouth of the
canal to the Mississippi, and all the mouths of the Des Moines will
have equal facilities of navigation.

The engineer’s report was filed on the 20th March, and will be
found herewith, and his suggestions were adopted in the main. The
general scheme is designed to afford navigation for such boats of a
medium size as ply most profitably on the Upper Mississippi, and
although we fully appreciate the magnitude of the trade which will
flow through this channel at no distant day, it is believed that the
capacity of the locks and canal are sufficient to obviate the necessity
of those changes and enlargements so vexatious to other States.

The .privileges necessary to the improvement were a source of
great annoyance at the lower end of the line, as the lands along the
canal route were the property of individuals, many of whom were
unfriendly, indifferent, or ignorant of the project. Conflicting titles
existed to other portions where the relinquishment of all parties was
indispensable, and the incubus of ¢“the Half-Breed claim” ovérhung
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the whole. ‘On the south side of the river, between the mouth and
the present boundary of Iowa, the lands belong to a sister State.
"The river is here a common highway for all, and the importance of
the work justified the co-operation and undivided influence of both
States. The proposed construction of a side cut on the Towa side,
at first created anxiety and disaffection among some of the citizens
of Missouri, but after the work commenced, and the propriety of
the location became obvious, we are happy to testify to the apparent
satisfaction and courtesy which has been manifested by citizens &f
the south side. A controversy or conflict between two neighboring
States never appears to advance the interests of character of either.
We have avoided this by a cautious regard to the objects of the ap-
propriation, without listening to the vague rumors of a few disaf-
fected and designing persons on either side of the river. We shall
continue to cultivate the good feeling whicl® now exists, by a scru-
pulous regard to the best possible location, construction, and com-
pletion of the work.

All sales of land were suspended on the 31st March, 1848, for an
indefinite period, and the office of the Board was removed from
Fairfield to the Engineer’s office at Keokuk, for the greater conve-
nience of a letting then advertised to be held on the first of June.
The engineers were engaged in establishing the location of the work,
and preparing estimates and specifications for bidders, who became
numerous as the day of letting approached. Indeed the notoriety
which we gave to this work in the Eastern States, by circular and
advertisement, has induced many worthy and wealthy persons to
visit Jowa orran excursion of pleasure or business, who perhaps
never would otherwise have come, and as some of them have al-
ready become our fellow citizens, and many others likely to follow,
we trust that the accession to our population will not be few or in-
different by this means alone. The letting was held as advertised,
and the bids are believed to have been more numerous than for any
“work in the United States of equal value. After several days ex-
amination of these numerous and conflicting proposals, and a careful
consideration of the responsibility and experience of bidders, the
work was awarded as follows :

Section No. 1. To Messrs. Barnett and Co. of Ohio.—This sec-
tion embraces the first lock, of 22 feet lift, and the earth work
within ten chains of the lock.

10
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Sec. No. 2. Messrs. Lyon and Co. of Ohio. ——Thls is nearly a mile
of canal embankment.

Sec. No. 3. T. Curts of Iowa.—A mile of canal.

Sec. No. 4. Stewart and Wallace, of Illinois and Michigan.—A
mile of canal including the heavy embankment and protection
which pass the “Big Yellow Banks.”

Sec. No. 5, 6 and 7. Messrs. Blake and Co., of Pennsylvania.—
Three miles of canal.

Sec. No. 8, Messrs. Brigham and Mayger, of Missouri.—A mile
of canal, including the embankment passing the « Little Yellow
Banks,” also, including lock No. 2, of ten feet lift.

Sec. No. 9. Messrs. Connable and Cunningham, of Jowa and Ohio.
—A mile of canal.

Sec. No. 10. Messrs. Cassiday and Bell, of Towa.—A mile of ca-
nal. They have aJso contracted for constructing the pile en-
gine.

Sec. No. 11. Messrs. Merriman and Co., of Pennsylvania.—One
mile at the head of canal, and Guard Lock.

Sec. No. 12, Messrs. Barnett and Co., of Ohio.—Dam No. 1, at
St. Francisville.

Sec. No. 18, Messrs. Quinn, Carragher and Co., of New York.—
Dam No. 2, and lock No. 3, of 10 93-100 feet lift, at “Cow-
pens old Mill,”

Sec. No. 14. Walker, Patterson and Co., of Iowa.—Dam No. 3,
and Lock No. 4, 10 32-100 feet lift, at ¢ Thoms Mill.”

All these contractors are on the work, and prosecuting their con-
tracts with vigor, and apparent success. They employ about 500
men; and have a great amount of materials on hand. We have ev-
ery reason to believe, if our resources for prompt payment continue,
that this part of the work will be completed before the expiration
of the time provided in their contracts. In a subsequent part of this
report we will advert more particularly to the importance of accel-
erating the progress of all the work, by securing prompt paymentto
all the contractors. The receipts from sales of land will not war-
rant a too speedy completion of the work on cash payments, and
the first day of March 1851, has therefore, been set as the day of
final estimates, when all these contracts are to be delivered up in a
manner acceptable to the principal Engineer in charge of the im-
_ provement., Prudent management on the part of the State may en-
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able the Board to make full and prompt payments on all these con-
tracts at that time, while a rash interference, or a desire to pander
to local prejudices may frustrate the whole design. .

In addition to information derived from reports and documents col-
lected by the President in the fall of 1847, with regard to the con-
struction of works in other States, the members of the Board were
much benefitted by their intercourse with contractors of varied ex-
perience during the letting. A variety of cireumstances combined
on this occasion, to induce the belief in our minds that additional
portions of the work could be put under contract on favorable terms,
without at all conflicting with this first letting, and a motice was
accordingly posted up in our office with a view to elicit suggestions
to that end. The extent of our resources were so fully appreciated
as to induce indirect propositions, and to justify us in advertising
for a second letting on the 21st of August; the result of which ex- -
ceeded our most sanguine expectations. The proposals received
were very similar in their prices, and nearly, if not quite as low as
those accepted in our first work. As payment for this work was to
be postponed till the first series of contracts was paid for, we con-
sidered it desirable that no one should have more than his means
would enable him to accomplish. The work was awarded to the
lowest responsible bidders, and may be stated as follows :

Section No. 15. To Messrs. McCune and Co., of Ohio.~—Dam and
lock at Farmington, 113 feet lift.

Sec. No. 16. Wm. Meek and Son of Iowa. Dam and lock at Bo-
naparte, 73 feet lift.

Sec. No. 17.  Brown and Sanford, of Iowa.~—~Dam and lock at Ben-
tonsport, 12} feet lift. )

Sec. No. 18, 19 and 20. Brigham and Mayger, of Missouri.—Dam
and lock at Keosauqua, 14 feet lift.
Dam and lock at Powells, 11 feet lift,

« “ Portland, 121 feet lift. .

Sec. No. 21, Messrs. McCune and Co., of Ohio.—Dam and lock at
Jordan’s, 124 feet lift.

Sec. No. 22 and 23. Messrs. Connable and Cunningham, of QOhio
and Jowa.—Dam and lock at Railsback’s, 73 feet lift.
. « « Rowland’s 7 feet lift.

Sec. No. 24. Wm. Lamb.—Dam and lock, mouth of Sugar creek,
74 feet lift. '



76 JOURNAL OF THE

The contractors at Bonajfarte and Bentonsport*have made a good
commencement, and others have made arrangements for prosecut-
ing their work in the spring. Their success will, no doubt, de-
pend on the ability to raise means. It was understood at the let-
ting that estimates would be made as the work progressed, and
certificates of indebtedness issued, bearing six per cent. per annum,
- payable out of the proceeds of sales of lands appropriated tothe
improvement of the Des Moines river. With these certificates,
and the resources of the contractors, it was expected that the means
would be readily obtained. Nothing has been done by the Board
to changé this understanding, but we have reason to believe that a
different and more direct mode would be more economical and ad-
vantageous to the State, and more acceptable to contractors. This
subject will be more fully discussed hereafter, when we speak of
* the disposition of jthe lands.

The Commlssmner of the General Land Office made no reply toa
letter addressed to him Wy the Secretary, through the Governor, at
the first organization of the Board, nor to ohe of similar import un-
der date of 29th November, following, in which it was urged that
the interests of the State required his immediate action, antecedent
to that of the Secretary of the Treasury, as required by the act of
Congress. Nor was it until our prompt and attentive Representa-
tive in Congress, the Hon. Wm, Thompson, made a personal appli-
cation, at the urgent solicitation of the Secretary, that a reply was
elicited as follows:

General Land Office, %
February 23, 1848.
Sir 1 — )

Your communication of the 29th of November last, enclosing a
copy of yours of the 22d September last, has been received, and
, would have received an earlier response but for the erroneous and

defective surveys along the Des Moines river, which prevented
. this office from submitting to the Secretary of the Treasury, the
selections made by the State of Iowa for the improvement of the
navigation of that river, under he act of 8th August, 1846. As
these surveys have been corrected, action will be had on thore se-
lections as soon as possible, and when approved they will be certi-
fied to you.
1t is not usual to furnish more than a diagram of the grant, in ca-
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ses of this kind, with a certified list of the tracts grauted, as above
mentioned, and these will, of course, be transmitted as soon as they
can be prepared.

All the aid that this office can give the Board of Public Works,.
in the discharge of its duties, will be cheerfully rendered, and
if it is possible to procure copies of the Reports of the Topo--
graphical Bureau, of the examijnations heretofore made of the Des.
Moines river, it will afford me pleasure to do so, and forward them
to you. k

A questton has arisen as to.the extent of the grant, made to Iowa,,
by the act of 8th August, 1846, and the opinion of this office has.
been requested on that point.

By the terms of the law, the grant is, of one equal moiety, in al-
ternate sections, of the public lands remaining unsold and not oth-
erwise disposed of, ehcumbered or appropriated, in a strip five,
miles in width on each side of said river, to be selected within
said Territory, &c., &ec., and the proceeds are to be applied in the
improvement of the navigation of that river, from its mouth to the
Raccoon Forks. Hence the State is entitled to the alternate sec-
tions within five miles of the Des Moines river, throughout the.
whole extent of that river, within the limjts of Towa.

! Very respectfully,
your obedient seavant,
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
. Commissioner..
Cuarres Corkervy, Esq., '
Secretary of the Board of Public Works,
Fairfield, Iowa.

It will be perceived that in this reply the commissjoner adds his
sanction to the already plain letter of the act, and remowes all

ground of cavil as to the extent of the grant. The same plain lit-
eral construction will extend it far beyond the present ¢ limits of

Iowa,” for the language of the act ‘is within said Territory,”
which then extended far north of the State line subsequently de-

signated by Congress. The same commissioner of the General

Land Office, who on the 23d of February, 1848, said that we were
entitled to those lands ¢ throughout the whole extent of that river,”
did on the 19th of June following, advertise a part of those lands.
for sale by proclamation, as belonging to the United States! OQur
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atention was not called to this singular inconsistency until Septem-
ber, when we immediately addressed the commissioner; in the be-
lief that these lands were proclaimed in error, and that the order
for their sale would berescinded on having his attention directed to
it, but our letter appears to have been met with silent disregard
The sale went on as if nothing had occurred, and portions of the
State lands were sold for cash and military land warrants. - It mhy
be proper to state also, that in anticipation of such action as the
Legislature in its wisdom may think proper to take in this matter,
~we have filed a copy of our letter to the Commissioner, accompa-
nied by a protest against the sale, in the district land office at Iowa
City. It is our opinion that no time should be lost in bringing this
subject before Congress, or some other proper tribunal, as the suc-
cess of the improvement depends on the extent of the appropriation.
. No restriction, or narrow construction, should be made of a law so
equitable and just. '

The appropriation by Congress, and the early commencement of
the work by the State, have so attracted the attention of emigrants
to this region as to cause a sale and settlement of a large portion of
United States lands that would otherwise have remained for years
unsold and uncultivated. g The general government is compensated
by the enhanced value of lands adjacent to the work, as it holds out
a prospect of an early means of conveying the products of the coun-
try to market, and extends the settlements far beyond the imfn'ove-
ment.

Estimates made on the expense of transportation (and more fully
referred to in the report of the Engineer,) show that the advantages
of this improvement are not confined to the valley of the Des
Moines, but connect with the valley of the Upper Missouri, Ne-
braska or Platte, offering the safest and cheapest channel for the
transportation of the products of a vast country in the far West.
No policy of the general government appears to us so equitable and
wise as that of appropriating lands to improving the means of travel
and transportation through those lands.

Appropriations of this description to internal improvements, cre-
ate 2 common interest which is calculated to increase the attach-
ment which ought to exist between the iafant settlements and the
national government. With a view, therefore, of securing success
and to realize the entire benefit of the appropriation, application
should be made to Congress for a law authorizing the appointment
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of commissioners who shall be empowered to select other lands in-
stead of those odd sections which by accident or otherwise, have
been sold by the United States land officers within five miles of the
Des Moines river.  Such a law would include other lands which
were sold prior and subsequent to the grant, and previous to the
selection, and would add a considerable amount to the means appli-
cable to the improvement.

It will be seen that the Commissioner of the General Land Office,
promised to furnish this office with the approval of the Secretary of
the Treasury, a diagram of the grant, and a list of the tracts granted.
We waited until after the adjournment of Congress, in order that
full time might be had to prepare them, and it was not until the
25th of August that we called for them again. We then represent-
ed the embarrassments under which we labored for want of the list
and diagram particularly, as we were about to revive the sales of

“land; but no attention appears to have been paid to our pressing
and respectful request. A public sale is now advertised to com-
mence at Agency City on the 25th inst., of all “river lands” below
Otturowa, after having given two months time for pre-emptions, in
addition to the previous six months of last winter, and the verbal
designation of Mr. Henn, is the only evidence by which we can
distinguish the lands under our contrdl from those of the General
Government.

Havmg no data whatever by which to demgnate the State lands
north of the Fairfield Land District, it is a source of regret that we

. cannot report the amount included in the appropriation. This would
have'been accurately determined, so far as the surveys  extend,
were we furnished with the list and diagram, and they may yet ar-
rive before the adjournment of the General Assembly, as we have
recently written to the Hon. Wm, Thompson on the subject. The
country is well settled in the vicinity of the river for some twenty
miles above the Raccoon Forks, and sparsely settled as high up as .
the Boone Forks, township No. 87, N., range No. 27, W., where it
is said to be well timbered, and capable of sustaining a dense popu-
lation. Indeed, the Boone Forks country is thought by many to be
superjor to that of the Raccoon; although the river between these
points does not contain as large a body of water as below, we are
assured that it is no less susceptible of improvement, as the banks
are generally good, and the water deeper, because confined to nar-

" rower channels. The opportunities for hydraulic power are said
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to be equally good, and it will not be many years before that coun-
try will be inhabited by an enterprising people, who will demand
that the improvement shall be continued into this region, which is-
situated due west of the city of Dubuque.

It may be proper here to allude to a projected work, which ought
to connect with the Des Moines, and which involves not only the-
interests of our present work, but also that af the whole State, We
allude to the proposed railroad to the Pacific.

As early as 1837 the people of Iowa had the importance of this
matter brought to their consideration, by the exertions of Johm
Plumb, Esq., a citizen of this State, who has since distinguished.
himself in the discovery of important improvnements in Daguereo—
type. In 1848 the citizens of Dubuque, Jowa, memorialized Con-
gress, and with the aid of General George W. Jones, then delegate
to Congress, an appropriation was obtained: of ten thousand dollars,,
which was expended in a survey from Lake Michigan through.
Wisconsin. '

In 1839, a memorial from Qhio drawn up and circulated by €ol..
S. R. Curtis, our Chief Engineer, was presented by the Hon. John
Quiney Adams, urging Congress to aid the construction of such a.
work by the appropriation of the alternate sections of land within
ten miles of the route. : '

Subsequently, in 1843 or 1844, this matter was presented to
Congress by Asa Whitney, Esq., an enterprising citizen of New
York, who asked fot the appropriation of the lands within thirty
miles of the route for the purpose of its eenstruction. In 1846 he
examined in person the route through the northern counties of this
State to the Missounri river, crossing the Mississippi at Prairie du.
Chien. He speaks in flattering terms of the country and of the fa-
cility with which such a road can be constructed; and such has.
been the untiring exertions of this gentleman that the project has
acquired the name of ¢ Whitney’s Railroad.”

As this enterprise becomes every day more feasible, the subject.
which was first advocated i Iowa, should not be forgotten in the
first report of the Board of Public Works. If constructed, its con--
nection with the Des. Moines would have an incidental influence in
the commerce of our improvement which would fully justify our
timely notice and exertions. The people of Missouri are awake to-
the importance of this railroad enterprise,and arelikely to influence:
its location by uniting the interests of Cincinoeti and St. Louis, by~

-
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aralli'oad conneetion which they now h@ve in progress oF survey

Suchra uniofi of wealth and influence is'a formidable array a,gamst

the infint exertions of Towa; but by umtmg our &nergies Wwith

those States which are s1mxIarly interested we can retain the ad-

vantages which our location and earIy eﬁ‘orts have given us a rlgh‘t
' td expect and assurhe.

The ‘arrival of a United’ States Geologxst at Keokuk, m June Tast;
on a reconnmtermg tour to the' head quarters of the Des Moines,
aftbidéd the Board an opportumty of gratlfymg a desire which we
hiad ehtertained for more accuraté information regarding that coun-
try. Ifdeed so great was our désire for this information, because
of its important connectlon with the improvement under our ‘care,
that a majority of us were inclined t3 entrust a partial explorétlon :
to some intelligent person, on whose observations we could implic-
itly rely, when A. Randall, Esq:, was delegated by Dr. D. D. Owen
for a purpose almost corresponding with our view. We thought at
first to find a competent person to accompany Mr. R. but stbse-
quently addressed him a letter, respectfully requestmg that he’
would direct his attention to specific objects of interest to us.
This he kindly consented to do, but as the information sought for
has not yet come to hand its absence will be _partially supplied by
the followmg interesting newspaper extract:’

«PgriLovs Exreprtion 18 Minwesora.—The Prame du Chien
Patriot of the 26th July furmshes the following narratives

Mr. A. Randall, of the U. S. Geological Corps, aécompanied by
his assistant, Maj. M. Dagger, of lowa, reached this place on
Wednesday, July 19, from the sources of the Des Moines river,
which he has explored from its mouth. He has also made a critical
examination of the Coteau des Prairies, west of the river, and the
western portion of the Undine Region of Nicollet, on the east.
When near the Chanjushkah river, a tributary of the St. Peters and
in the ‘midst of a Buffalo country he encotintered a large party of
the Sissiton Soux Indians, who robbed him of his horses, clothing,
provisions, and -every thing except his papers and colleetions—
breaking his instruments, &c. He was then permitted to depart.
His suﬁ'ermgs would have been insupportable had he not met an
the evening of the second day, with a camp pf Fox Indians, which
belong to the Osage river, west of - Missouri, from whom he obtain-
ed a miserrble pony, capable of packing the little left by the In--

11
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dians. Mr. R., after being robbed, changed his course to nearly
south, abandomng his zooioglcal and botanical, but continuing his
geologxca,l and, topographlcal collections and observations, and ar-
rived at this village after nine day’s march, much crippled and near-
ly exhausted from the hardshlps he had undergone. After reach-
ing the head waters of the Iowa river, he shaped his course direct-
ly for this place, passing over the beautiful tract of country de-
nominated on Nicollet’s map as the Mini Akipan Kaduza. Al-
though he was much nearer ‘Fort Snelling than Fort Crawford, end
within 40 or 50 miles of the St.. Peters river, he considered it the
safest route to turn south, as he would be less apt to meet with hos-
tile Indians, and, in case of attack, he had no weapons of defence.
The Indians had ordered him to go south, and signified, by springing
their bows and drawing then' kmves across then' throats, what
would be the result of dxsobedlence

¢« Mr. Randall speaks in the highest terms of the country which he
traversed, for beauty, agricultural capacity, and mineral resources.
Coal was found for 200 miles on the Des Moines, and from indica-
tions, heavy deposits of ifon ore are believed to éxist. Gypsum,
in abundémce, forming cliffs for miles, was encountered ; an article
that is very important in the arts, and is extensively used in the
East for agricultural purposes. This must prove of immense val-
ue to the West, as this is the great valley of the Mississippi.
Limestone—that makes a superior hydraulic lime—exists in abun-
dance. Limestone suitable for lime, clay suitable for bricks, rocks
suitable for polishing, for grindstones, whetstones, and for building
purposes, some of superior quality—are found in abundance along
the Des Moines river. There is a great abundance of water pow-
er in the whole region over which he passed, and timber plenty
throughout most of the country.”

From all these sources of speculation, which in due time will be
substituted with accurate information, and from the length of the
river, as projected on all the maps of the country, we are-justified
in the belief that the grant will fall very little, if any, short of a
million of acres: and when we bear in' mind that this land borders
on the stream, where timber is invariably found i sufficient quanti-
ties for agricultural purposes, we do not feel at liberty to make an al-
lowance for any which, is not susceptible of cultivation. Suppose
however, we give credit to a vague opinion that tiinber is scarce,
and the Jand unsaleable, in the Territory of Minnesota, on the ex-
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treme head waters of the Des Moines and-that we confine ourselves
within the boundary of the State; we cannot, even then, fall short
of eight hundred thousand acres, and we .take it to be the part of
wisdom to make the most of this, in anticipations of contingencies
which may, and will arise. Our legislature has generously recog-
nized the right of all persons who were settled on these lands,
. when they were accepted by the State, anid has granted a pre-emp-
tion, or preference of purchase, not tothe usual quantity of one
hnndred and sixty acres, but to three hundred and twenty acres, at
the Government minimum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per
acre; and we, the Board, construing most favorably the intentions
of the legislature, to the circumstances of the case, rather than to
the words of the law, apply that pre-emption to a mere ‘ claim,”
without residenee or cultivation. No pre-emption act ever passed
by Congress was half as liberal, for a man may acquire a right of
pre-emption- under our rdles by the mere fact of having said, on
or about the Ist of January, 1847, to a third person who he now
brings forward as witness, ¢ this is my claim.” His claim may ac-
tually have been but a shadow, and may exist only in his own imag-
ination, and that of a brother or friend, and yet, if it is recognized
as his, and so proven by that brother or friend, he can acquire a fee
simple to three hundred and twenty acres, at the lowest rate known
to the law. The Board have therefore afforded to settlers the full
benefit of existing laws enacted for the accommodation of pre-emp-
tors, but as rhany persons settled on these lands after the 1st of
of January 1847, and before the pubhcatmn of the act approved
- January 24th, 1848, ralsmg the price of these lands, many who ex-
pected to pay the same prices paid by those who had previously
settled, regard the change as burthensome and oppressive on them.
Any expectatlon founded on a presumption so natural, should, in
the opinion of the Board, be respected,®and, if possnble sustained.
To satisfy evety just claim to pre-empt the lands included in this
appropriation, the Board would respectfully suggest the passage of
a law extending the right of pre-emption to all persons residing on
the lands on the 1st of January, 1848, It may also be proper to
give those who have made small entries by pre-emption, the right
to increase their entry to a certain limit, where they desire the in-
crease for their own use.- Tgese modifieations would extend to
poor and; worthy claimants who most deserve the pre-emption right,
the samie number of acres acquired by more ‘opulent neighbors who

N
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had the means to avail themselves of our first notice.. - After doing
strict and liberal justice.to all who have honestly -entered on the
State lands for the. purpose of making themselves comforfable
homes, the interest of the- settlers and of the State, require that
these lands should be guarded against the grasp of speculators, and
the wanton waste of the heedless and vicious.. Next to acquiring
a homestead, is the importance to the settler of a market for his .
produce, and he will be more profitably employed on forty acres,
with the improvement, than on eighty aqres without it. Every
man in the Vaulley should, therefore. protect the odd sections, as he
regards his prospects of a home market. Every dollar that is rais-
ed from the odd sections, goes to enhance the value of his farm, by
bringing a market so much nearer to his door. . Thisapplies not only
tothose on the main trunk of the Des Moines, but to those also who
may settle far up. its branches for though the avails of the sale of
lands may be hardly sufficient to earry the improvement to the
Forks, yet, the avails of the improvement itself will certainly and
speedily carry it beyond. Judging of the tolls and water-rents
which may be raised from this improvement by the tolls and rents
derived from similar works in less productive countries, we consid-
er it a low estimate to calculate on the receipt of fifty thousand dol-
lars the first year, on that part of the werk which will be comple-
ted from the proceeds of the sale of all the lends, The second
year the receipt would be sixty thousand, and so they will go on in-
creasing till rival works cause their reduction. Apply thirty thou-
sand dollars for superintend%nce and  repairs, the remainder—20
thousand the first year, 30 thousand the second year, 40. thousand .
the third year, and so on increasing, will be applicable to. the fur-
ther extension of the work. Hence we express full confidence
that with a prudent management of the appropriation, the improve-
ment can be carried withime. reasonable time, beyond the Forks.
But all this success depends. on the amount to be - raised from the
lands. In order to establish this progressive system we must have
a sufficient base to acquire a surplus of receipts upon. A shortim-
provement would bring only nominal tolls, because it would not
draw in the trade of the country; but a base of one hundred and
fify, or two hundred miles, will command the entire commerce of
the region, create a large annual incgmne, and secure the suscess of
our calculations. We know with sufficient certainty, from,the con-
tracts themselves, that the work can be made to Ottumwa. for a lit~
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tle moré than half* the value'of the lands appropriated ; but we have
no knwledge of ' the cost of the work above that town, as the sur-
veys have not been completed. Enough is known however, to fore-
warn ‘us that we have evefy redson to husband our means, while
we are confident at the same time that we should do all in our pow-
er tohasten forward the prog’rbss of the work. :

- Lands appropriated to other States for similar purposes, have, in
all instances, been regarded as property which should have the ben-
efit of the rise of market prices. With this view they have been
reserved from the grasp of speculators who undérstand the impor-
tant change which must grow out of the contemplated work, and
who have the means to secure to themselves profits which should be
applied tothe work itself. Anticipating the great disadvantage which
arises from pressing sales before the work is laid out and construct-
ed, other States havé usually” found means to bring these lands into
market at the best advantage, without any delay in the progress of
the improvement. * We believe that Jowa affords the first instance

" of a State recognizing prior rights of any kind to settlements on
lands of this character at-$1,25 per acre. We have taken some
pains to inform ourselves with regard to the practice. of other
States, and we invariably find them vieing with each other in try-
ing to make the largest possible amount of roney out of such
grarits, without regard tosettlements previously made; as if conscious
that they were merely guardians of a donation made for a specific
objeet, and that the settlers' would derive an equivalent from the
“enhanced value of their lands. - By making the best possible dispo-
sition of these lands, & protection is afforded to districts and countijes
remote from the grant, as they must bear their proportion of ‘any
tax which may be imposed by the State to supply a deficit in the ap-
propriation, and an influence is thereby created which generally
preserves the trust from improvident abuse. Such lands in other
States, have been appraised at graded rates, some as high as ten
dollars per acre, but in no instance that we have heard of Jower
than two dollars and fifty cents. We are informed that the Ohio
canal lands were first*appraised at from two and a half to five dol-
lars per acre; and subsequertly from five to ten, and most of these
lands are now disposed of.. The lowest grade of the Wabash and
Erie canal lands in Indiana, and of the Ilinois canal lands was
three and a half dollars per acre, and those of the latter State
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were sold at auction in August last at prices ranging from $7 to
$20 peracre, which was considered a very low rate.

All these States, as also Michigan have borrowed money for the
prosecution of their works, and have hypothecated their lands with
a view to their enhanced value after the completion of their respec-
tive improvements. The State of Iowa has prevented, by her or-
‘ganic law, the creation of a State debi, and has thus wisely guard-
ed her citizens against the burthen of taxation so eppressive in some
of our sister States. By this restriction in our constitution the
legislature is prohibited from appropriating- State funds to 'internal
improvements, and yet no State is more sensible of the importance
of public works. The only way of promoting an object so desira-
" ble to Iowa, is by securing, and prudently applying appropriations
of lands from the General Government, and by affording liberal ad-
vantages to capitalists who may desire to apply their means in ob-
jects of this character. A wise application of the Des Moines ap-
propriation will prove to Congress the ' advantage of further liber-
ality while a different disposition may induce the General Govern-
ment to reserve to herself the management of the proceeds of our
domain in future. Is this then a proper time to press the sale of
these lands with a view to producing the greatest good to the great-
est number? The General Government is now issuing a large
number of military warrants which are depreciated in consequence
of their abundance, so as to enable purchasers to obtain Congress
lands at very low rates. At the same time an unusual quantity of
lands have recently been offered for sale by the United/States, in
the immediate vicinity of our improvement, and an additional
quantity is now in progress of survey, to be offered mext spring,

While these acts of the General Government really enhance the
pecuniary value of the state lands, by bringing the even sections
into early settlement and improvement,- they have a direct tenden-
cy to reduce the present market price of lands, and thus require
the State lands to be sold at a like deprecition. The question then
arises whether we had better enter this depreciated market, and
sacrifice our lands to raise means to progress with the work, or had
we better seek means as other States have done, and derive the
advantage which will arise from the settlement of Congress land
_and the erection of the improvement. ,The desire of the commu-
nity for the early completion of the work is founded on an increas-
ing demand for a means of disposing of their agricultural products.
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A country so easily brought into' ¢ultivation soon furnishes a
large surplus. Already the “neighborhood -of the Forks and. all
the country east of it, is “anxiously desiring the completion of the
improvement in order to send off accumulating stores of corn,
wheat, pork and other commodities. These demands have induced
the board to anti¢ipate the proceeds of sales, and the contracts al-
ready let are so constituted as- to progress, though the payments
must await the sale of the lands, but with abundant means which,
with the aid of the State, can be obtained in advance of a sale ofv
lands these contracts can be sooner accomphshed and others put in
progress. ‘

We are committed to 85 per cent., cash payments, on ‘contracts
embraced in the first letting, condxtloned however, on the ynimped-
ed progress of land sales, so that the first letting requires all the
avails until that pert of the work is completed and paid for. The
second letting is entirely on a credit, based on the appropriation.
No money is to be paid out on this second letting beyond the actual
cost of work or materials assumed by the State, until all the work
embraced in, and incidental to, the first letting, is fully paid for;
but payments on monthly estimates are to be made in bonds, or cer-
tificates of indebtedness, bearing an interest of six per cent. per an-
num, until redeemed in payments for lands, or from the proceeds of
sales of lands specifically donated for the improvement. As the in-
terest to be paid on these bonds is-small, compared with the im-
mense advantages which the people and the State will derive from
an early completion of the work, the greatest if not the only obJec-
tion which will present itself to the minds of many, at first sight, is
the danger of a depreciation in the value of these bonds, as in other
States, by making them a circulating medium in the community.
We confess that the expedient affordeda subject of serious thought
to'ourselves for some time; but to guard against'a result so much
to be deplored by every one having the interests of the State at heart
(as'a distinction is, too frequently, not drawn abroad between bonds
of this descriptionand those of the State proper) no bond is to be
issued of a less denomination than five hundred dollars, and as they
will not be redeemable at the Treasury for any other purpose what-
ever until after the first series of contracts are completed, there re-
mains little doubt but thelr cxrculatmn will be lmnted to the hands
of capitalists,

- It will be seen therefore, that a spec:es*of certificates, or bonds,
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are contemplqted as the means of paying the second series.of. con-
tracts Ceruﬁcates of this character are often.yesorted to, as we.
are mformed by Boards Qf other States, when meaps of .immediate
payment is not convement Such certificates can only have a local
credit, as the acts.of the Board are not published, and do not carry
with them the same guarantee of fidelity as those of the Legislature
of the State. However gopd and secure our certificates may be,
they are more hkely to become. depreciated than bonds on the same
secunty authorized by Legislative enactment. No certificates have
as yet been issued under the arrangements with the last contractors,
as no estimate has yet been called for. Inthe mean time it has oe-
curred to the Board that bonds bearing the sanction of the supreme
power of the State, issued by the Board, and pledging the proceeds
of the sale of lands as well as the tolls of the improvement for their
redemptlon, would be less likely to depreciate, and would secure
means in advance of land sales, to. prosecute the Work with greater
speed and economy.

We submlt therefore, to the w1sdom of the General Assembly
Whether the active progress, and ultimate interest of the Des Moines
river improvement would net be promoted by a direct resort to this
expedient. The lands appropriated will become very valuable as
the improvement progresses, and the alternate sections of Govern-
ment land become settled upon and improved. Itis believed that a
loan of this character could be negotiated without much difficulty, as
the security would be ample, and the money would only be required
by instalments at stated periods.. The negcessity of issuing certifi-
cates on the contracts of August will be obviated. Cenfidence will
be secured to our own citizens, with regard to the completion of the
work, and an impetus will be given to emigration into the interior
of the State. Whether aur suggestion shall meet with the approba-
tion of wiser counsel or not, we take it to be the part of wisdom to
supermtend the management and care of these lands with fidelity,
so that they may yield the largest poss1ble amount at the maturity
of our ward, We present our views in no ambjguous language, but
with due deference to the opinions of others with whom we are not
fortunate enough to- agree, We are aware that local interest, the
most dangerous of all passions, is. strqngly arrayed against-any prop-
osition which contemplates any benefit to the State from an enhanc.
ed value of the lands; but we would be unworthy of the responsi-.
ble trusts delegated to us, as agents of the whole State, did we suf-
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fer a lacal atmosphere to influence our unbiased sense of right.
Why, we ask, shoyld the people of, Jowa give these lands at a nom-
inal value to persons who, perhaps, -have not ‘yet set foot on our
soil. They are not ours by absolute, but by special and conditional
right,—a gift the object of which is defined by the donor, under the
imposition of a moral obligation faithfully to execute the interest of
the trust. In matters of our.own we may be generous, but in mat-
ters fiduciary we must be just. To press the untim.ely pale of these
lands, or to offer them a sacrifice to local and femporary excitement,

is a breach of confidence which we egnnot approve, and are not
prepared to recommend,

Considering therefore, the ﬁdehty due to the State and Geeneral
Government, the importance of the economical and early completion
of the work, the interests and necessities of those settlements avhich
have been formed, and those which must hereafter depend on the
extension of the Des Moines improvement, we earnestly and re-
spectfully urge your favorable consideration of this subjeet. Our
views should not be confined to the operations of a day or a year,
but.we should calmly consider the consequences of our conduct with
reference to the futurg, Though in works of this character we are
pioneers on the western side of the Mississippi, we are so connect-
ed with the past and the future, the east and the west, that every
sfep we take must involve the affairs of thousands who at some fu-
ture period will be interested in the landmarks Wwe are now erect-
in

g’i‘he county (Wappello) from which we now have. the honor to
address you, contains a population of nearly ten thousand souls,—
five and a half years ago it was g wilderness, in the undisputed pos-
session of the Sac and Fox Indians; and organized counties exist in
full possession of municipal rights over a hundred miles westward.
The extraprdinary discoveries which, within a few years, have so
much improved the facilities of intercourse between widely separat-
ed portions of our country, have so enhanced the value and impor-
tance of the West as toattract the rich and the paor, the old and the
young, to the fertile regions of the Upper Mississippi. Our rivers
will be improved-—railroads will be extended, and the telegraph will
give us hourly tidings from all parts of the world. These influen-
ces, connected with the wonderful ease of preparing our soil for an-
nual productions, must increase ‘the wave of emigration, and in a
few years it will overflow all this country. OQur humble labors in

12
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connection with the fature destiny of the Upper Mississippi like
the motion of a particle of matter, involves the interests of & great
system, and we sincerely desire that every means tending to a
speedy and successful completion of our first enterprise may be re-
garded by you, as it is by us, as worthy of our united and unwaver-
ing energies.

‘We have already said that it was found necessary to locate a side
cut between the mouth of the river and St. Francisville, for the
purpose of avoiding low banks and sandy foundations which occur
in that portion of the river. - It is probable that similar means may
be needed in the progress of the work above Ottumwa. The law
creating a Board of Public Works, approved, February 24th, 1847,
authorizes the Board “to make arrangements with proprietors of
the land adjacent to the dams” for mill purposes, and in case of dis-
agreement, a jury may be summoned to determine the amourit of
compensation. The law does not clearly give the right to take
lands for the publie highway, created by raising pools and construct~
ing side cuts. When persons reside on the premises, and are com-
petent to grant privileges, no difficulty is to be apprehended, but to
satisfy doubts and prevent difficulties. The,Board would respect-
fully suggest the enactment of a law authorizing them to take prop.
erty for public uses, by compensating the owner, and when the
owner cannot be found, or cannot convey, and when the damage
cannot be amicably adjusted, a commission of more simple applica~
tion is needed to determine the compensation.

The Board, as at present organized, cannot watch the timber or
punish offenders who commit waste on the lands included in the ap-
propriation, and the penalty of “deuble the value” of the trespass,
affords little or no protection. 'A law bringing these lands under
the care of the county commissioners, by covering them with the
same laws that now shield the school lands ;- would, in our opmmn,
prove an adequate security.

We also recommend the passage of a law to prevent trespass on
public works as a trifling act of trespass to a dam or embankment
may tend to several thousand dollars expense, besides a hazard of
life and delay of commerce. A public law of this description Wlll
impress the necessity of caution on the commumty

As all the works of internal improvement in a State must have a
connection or influence on each other, and trusting that, with the
aid of Congress, other works may be projected, having a more gen-
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eral and different’locality, we submit the propriety of an:enlarge-

ment of the duties of this Board so as to connect them iand. their re-

cords with other and future operations of this character. The du-

ties of the Board should not'be local in character, nor should: each

scheme of improvement have its separate Board, but the whole State

" should be represented in one. It was also a great oversight to have
the terms of office of all the members expire at the same time, for,
as it is impossible to have all the transactions minutely detailed on
record, a Board may, withoyt design, conduct its business in such a
manner as to leave complicated difficulties or ambiguities in the way
of its successors. An entire new Board will have to learn all that
their predecessors have done, before they can satisfy themselves, or
afford full satisfaction to those who are connected with them; and
when they have acquired a knowledge of their duties, or it may be,
restored order out of chaos, and every thing is going on harmonious-
ly; they again give way to a new set of novices who stumble against
the same impediment, and . have to school themselves in the same
routine.

Experience has also taught us that the land office is a very.cum-
brous and inexpedient appendage to the Board of Public Works.
The act approved 24th February, 1847, provides that ¢ the Treas-
urer (of the Board) shall be Receiver, and the Secretary shall be
Register, and the Treasurer and Secretary in the discharge of their
duties as Receiver and Register, shall be governed by the laws and
rules prescribed by Congress for the sale of lands in this State.”
These laws and rules of Congress are obsolete, and not at all adapt-
ed to our circumstances. They confine two members of the Board
within doors, where they can have no personal knowledge of the
progress of the improvement. Other States have tried, and have
discarded the system under which we act, and we therefore suggest

_the propriety of making each department separate from, and inde-
pendent of, the other, as in Pennsylvania, Ohio, &c. The States
referred to have each a State land office, and we submit to the wis-
dom of the General Assembly whether it would not be expedient to
establish a similar department for all lands which now are, or here-
after may be donated to the State of Iowa. A well regulated land
office, organjzed with system and economy by competent officers,
would be one of the most interesting and useful departments of our
State government ~ With this land office may also be connected a
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bureau of statistics, and other useful souwés of information now
much needed at the Capital. - e

A condensed statement of reeeipts and disbursements is herewith
submitted, showing the balance in the Treasury.

The report of the Chief Engineer will also be i’ound herewith,
together with plans, estimates, specifications, and form of bids used
at the lettings, to which we refer for moré particular detail.  The
survey of the work above Ottumwa, is. now in progress, and will
be reported to us by the Chief Engineer at as early a period as prac-
ticable. If received in time it will be submitted to your Excellency

during the present session of the General Assembly.

In concluding our report ‘we must express our regret that time
and ciroumstances have not placed it within our power to define
more accurately the extent of the appropriation, or the entire mag-
nitude of the proposed work. Though: our duties have involved
painful responsibilities, and diligent-and arduous labors, we have
been stimulated in our exertions by the daily success of our ener-
gies, and the growing prosperity of the State. Iowa cannot fail to
become one of the richest States of the confederacy. - With the Mis-
sissippi on the east, the Missouri on the west, an unimpeded steam
boat navigation through her centre extending from north-west to
south-east ;. with resources of lead, coal, iron, zine, gypsum, and
ather ‘minerals to an indefinite extent ; industry with prudence, and
wisdom with caution, will make her great and prosperous.

Respeotfully submitted,
"HUGH W.SAMPLE,
CHAS. CORKERY,

PAUL BRATTAIN.

]
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TREASURER’S ACCOUNT.
Dr. Des Moines River Improvement.
1848. Dols. Cts.
November 30, {T'o amount paid on eontracts of firstlet-
ting, to date,............ 21,393 56
« 6 | “ for lands adjacent to-dams
~ and locks, right of way for|
¢anal, damages and materi-
als furnished by State, as
. provided by contract,..... 8,322 51
“ « | ¢ paid salary and expenses of :
ngineer corps, embracing
total cost of survey toOttum-
'wa, laying out work for con-
. tractors, &c., to date,.....}| 5,846 68
“ S «  paid rentand furniture of of-
fices, and all miscellaneous ‘
‘ expenses, to date,........ 1,183 32
“ “ope “ paid five quarters salary of
. Board,........ Ceriaeea 3,250
“ “ | To balance in Treasury,........... 15,155 58
' 50,151 65
Conira. Cr.
1847. i Dols. Cts,
October 31. |By am’t rec’d from sale of lands this monthi 5,678 90
November30| ¢« ¢« « « « 1,558 44
December31| ¢« ¢« “ « “ 1,472 62
1848,
January 8] | ¢« « « «© 34 {3 9’337 07
February 29, « « « “ S « 3,058 04
March 31 ke « “ « 17,113 05
October 31 | ¢« ¢« .« < c < 3,630 93
November30] « «  « “ “ “ 8,402 60
50,151 65

December 1st, 1848,

PAUL BRATTAIN, Treasurer,
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ENGINEER’S REPORT, NO, 1.

ENGINEER’S OFFICE; KEOKUK, IOWA,
Magrcu 20th 1848. g
To ue HoNorasre TrE Bosrp or Punric Works:

In compliance with your directions, I have surveyed the Des
Moines river, with a view to its improvement, from the mouth as
far up as Ottumwa, a distance by measurement of ninety miles,

Previous to making final locations, and minute estimates, it be-
comes necessary for the Board to determine on the plan of improve-
ment ; and I therefore report the general result of my labors this
far with a view to elicit your views on this matfer.’ :

The Des Moines river at high water, has near its mouth, sev-
eral branches ; all debouchmg into the Mississippi river, between
the city of Keokuk in Jowa, and the town of Alexandria in Mis-
souri.

These various s channels may be des1gnated as the «“Dead Slough,”.
which empties into the Mississippi one and one-half miles below
Keokuk. The ¢ Nassau Slough” which empties into the Missis-
sippi about one mile below ; the ¢ middle channel;”’ the ¢ second
channel,” and the “ old channel” which empties in at Alexandria.

Before proceeding up the main channel, I surveyed all these

branches by meandering, and taking such points as enable me to plat
the entire topography of the ground adjacent to the mouth; so that
by reference to drawings, the matter can be more fully understood
by you. :
When I commenced the survey in December, 1847, the water
was very low in the Mississippi, and Des Moines, and only two
of the channels above mentioned, discharged water from the Des
Moines. These were the two called ¢ Nassau Slough ”” and «Mid-
dle channel.”

The ¢« Nassau Slough” was from three to five feet deep, and
averaged about one hundred and sixty feet wide. It discharged a
large portion, say three-fourths of the water of the Des Moines.
This Slough is evxdently a new channel or ¢ cut off,” and is much
parrower than the main channel, being indeed only about one-fourth
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of the usual width of the river above. Itisthe shortest water
line to the Mississippi; and at a low stage, offers at present the
best navigation.

I commenced, therefore, the measure of the river at the mouth °
of this Slough, and meandered, leveled and sketched the topography
of the line from this point, upwards to Ottumwa, when I suspend-
ed operations, for the purpose of reporting to you and preparing a
part of the work for contract.

- At «“ Mott’s Ferry,” one mile and sixty-eight chains, from the
Mississippi, we find ourselves above the dividing point of all these
various branches of the Des Moines. Below this point, via Nassau
Slough, the water in the channel is from three to five feet deep,
and would by a little clearing of drift, make navigation for such
boats as usually run at low water on the Upper Mississippi. We
also find rock in the bed of the river at this point, (¢ Mott’s Fer-
ry.””) It is inclined from the Iowa towards the Missouri shore, be-
ing at the water’s edge on the Iowa side, and sixteen feet below the

“surface; two hundred feet from the shore. '

From ¢ Mott’s Ferry” upto St. Francisville, the channel is
crooked, the bottom is sandy, and the banks low.

At St. Francisville (144 miles from the starting point) there is
rock in the bed of the river, extending and inclining from the Mis-
souri side towards the Iowa side. By sounding we find it at the
middle of the river, where it is covered with ten feet of sand,'and
on the Iowa side we could not reach it with a twelve foot iron rod.
From its inclination, however, I suppose it can be reached with
piles from fifteen to twenty feet long.

Above St. Francisville, the river has generally a smooth rock bot-
tom, with a strait clean channel of uniform width, and with banks
ranging from twenty to twenty-five feet high.

Dividing the parts of the line into sections so as to show the fall
between different poiits in connection with the fall of the whole
line from Ottumwa to the mouth; it may be stated as follows :

Fall from Ottulmwa to St. Francisville,. .. ...... . 133.46 feet.
@ «  St. Francisville to «“ Mott’s Ferry,”.... 19.81 «
“ «  «Mott’s Ferry ” to the Mississippi,.... 8.37 «

Total fall from Ottumwa to the mouth,........... 156.64 «
It will be seen by the Board, that the character of the river be-
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“low St. Francisville, is very different from the section above. The
meandering stream,low banks, and sandy bottom of. the lower sec-
tion, contrast with the straight channel, high banks, and solid lime-
- stone bed of the upper section. The lower section is shifting and
full of drift, while the upper section is unchangable and quite clear
of deposite.

Many expedients have been tried to secure in shallow rivers a
sufficient depth of water for the transit of boats. Contracting and
clearing a channel is one mode. Such a plan has been tried on the
Ohio and Muskingum rivers, and so far as I have observed it has
resulted in almost, if not quite a failuré. :

As you narrow a stream you increase the velocity of the current
and this increase of velocity will remove the earth in the banks, so
as to assume its former width and depth. '

A system of dams and locks, connecting pools in a river, first led
to the idea of a canal; bul canals were preferred because of the con-
venient application of horse power, to propel boats on their even
‘and well constructed banks. Since the discovery of steam power,
and its application to boats, pools by dams have been revived for
navigable uses, and in many rivers this mode of improvement must
be preferred. The only objection that has been raised to it is the
difficulty of securing the work against the influence of floods. -

Experience has proved that dams on gravél foundations ure very
expensive, and liable to breaches; while those erected on rock are
generally safe..

A system of dams and locks, above St. Francisville, where the
banks are high and the bed of the river solid rock, is in my opinion
the most reasonable and natural mode of securing a valuable im-
provement of the Des Moines.

At St. Francisville, I would recommend the erection of a dam,
and from the pool, I would carry a side cut. on the north side of
the river, keeping near the bluff, and cutting off the bends of the
river.

At « Mott’s Ferry” you have rock foundation to erect locks up-
on, so as to lotk down into the river, where you can accommodate
all the loweér branches,

This side cat will be about ten miles long, which i is nearly three
miles shorter than the river lines between the same points.

A temporary " terminus of the side cut can be made at ¢ Mott’s
Ferry,” anid the lower branches being cleared of drift, will give nav-
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igation to the Mississippi. Should the branches all become shal®
low, as I apprehend the Nassau slough will when it washes to its
natural width, you can continue the side cut around the bluff, and
terminate on roek in the Mississippi, at the head of the dead slough.
This plan of improvement can, in my opinion, be regarded as sure
and permanent. There may be some difficulty at St. Francisville
in getting a good foundation for the north end of the dam ; but most
of this dam can certainly be placed on rock.

All the locks will be on rock except one about the middle of the
side cut, where it will not be exposed to the wash of the river, agd
therefore equally secure. Sugar creek will have to be carried over
the canal bank on a weir. There may be a weak point at this weir;
but should this point give way, (which should be guarded with all
reasonable precautions,) there will only be a breach sufficient to
pass Sugar creek through the canal bank, an injury that can be soon
repaired at a trifling expense.

1 would recommend the north, in preference to the south side of
the river for locating a side cut, bécause you can, most of the way,
run along the side of a bluff, where an embankment on one side is
all that is needed to make a wide canal; and: because the same bluff
affords abundance of stone for the construction of locks, weirs and
protection. These advantages are not obtained on the south side,
where the boitom extends from eight to ten miles, and stone could
only be obtained by transporting it from St. Francisville, or from
the bluff before mentioned, on the north side of the river..

On the south side our terminus would be loose sand foundation,
where excavations for large pits would have to be made several feet
below low water, in order to-build a wooden foundation ; while on
the north side we can place locks, mills, and all- our constructions,
on the most permanent foundation without this expense and hazard.

The uniform width of the Des Moines above St. Francisville is
about seven hundred feet. Itis sufficiently wide to accommodate
the steam boats running on-the Upper Mississippi.

The -valley drained by the Des Moines river is exceedingly fer-
tile and very extensive, Every acre seems capable. of cultivation.
All the surplus products of this vast country, extending from the
mouth in the south-east to-its source near the north-west of Iowa,.
will naturally follow the channel of this river to find a market.
Abundance- of ¢oal, and some indications of other valuable minerals,.
are found. in the course of eur surwey.. It is hard to over estimate:

13
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the future products of a country so rich and so. easxly brought into
a state of cultivation.

The improvement of the river should be commenced in view of
all these circumstances. The work should have a capacity suffi-
cient to satis{y future demands; it should be a trunk upon which
the State maf hereafter engraft many branches. Capacity, durabil-
ity and economy, should characterize the plans which are adepted;
so that whatever is done it may prove permanently nseful. With
this view of the matter, I would respectfully recommend locks with
chambers 44 feet wide and 175 feet long.

As the stone on the river is hard and very expensive to cat into
ashlers, I recommend the use of strong ruble masonry, rendered
tight by the use of hydraulic cement. The-entire chamber should
be covered with three coats. Such locks will be much cheaper than
stong locks, and I see no reason to doubt their entire fitness. The
use of hydraulic cement has been tested in the ‘construction of cis-
terns-all over the country, and it seems to me therefore hardly ne-
cessary to doubt its adequacy. But for abundant caution, I recom-
mend that iron bars belaid in the walls so that there may be a plank
revetment on the inside to serve as a protection and prevent leak-
age. . If, then, the cement fail, the inside of the locks can be plank-
ed and thus rendered certainly tight. Planking the inside of locks
is no experiment; it has also been tested, and the interest of the
money required to cut the stone will renew the plank as often as
required. The plan of a lock here submitted will show the size of
walls and other particulars.

Dams should be made of stone secured in cribs of timber. When
the foundation is good, a base of three times the height is, in my
opinion, sufficient. When the foundation is not good it must be
made so by piling, and the plan will be otherwise modified.

1 submit a plan with these slopes and crib abutments. As grav-
el is very scarce in many places on the river, I have projected plank-
ing on the centre row of string pieces, which, being carefully spik-
ed on, will render but little gravel necessary to make the dam tight.

Drawings, specifications and estimates, on these plans are here-
with submitted to the Board and made part of this report. They
will require changes after locations, but they furnish a general view
of the character of the work.

I cannot close this report to the Board without acknowledging the
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efficient and diligent services of my assistants, Guy Wells, Samel
Jacobs, and M. M. Hayden, who have faithfully shared with me the
toil and exposure of the winter campaign.
Respectfully submitted,
SAMUEL R. CURTIS,
Chief Engineer.

A, v -
SPECIFICATIONS

FOR CONSTRUCTING THE WORKS ON THE DE§ MOINES RIVER IM-
PROVEMENT. ’

—

All excavation, piling and bailing, below low water, required to
secure a good foundation for locks, dams and abutments, shall be
done by the contractor, at actual cost, which cost shall be estimated
by the Principal Engineer;. or this work may, at the discretion of
the Board of Public Works, be executed by hands employed and su-
perintended by the agents of the State.

The contractors will be expected to commence their work imme-
diately after the letting, and progress with due diligence, and if the
contractor fails or neglects to prosecute the work with due diligence,
and according to the plans and directions of the Engineers, the mat-
ter shall be so reported to the Board of Public Works, who will, at
~ their discretion, declare the contract forfeited, and the Work will
therafter be under the control of the Board.

The gates for the locks, the iron, bolts, spikes, anchor bars, the
machinery for opening the gates, the steps for heel-posts, and the
hydraulic lime, will be furnished by the Board of Public Works to
the contractor, who will be made responsible for their care and use
according to direction.

Changes of location will sometimes be made to lessen the expense
of the work; but increasing quantities of work of a particular kind,
or diminishing the quantities, will not change the rate of price paid
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the contractor, unless the matter be agreed upon before the change
of location; but a change of location, requiring a different quality of
work, shall require a change of price, either more or less, as the
case may be. In such cases the matter shall be referred to the
Principal Engineer, who shall decide the question of change of price,
and his decision shall be final and binding on the contractor and the
State.

Changes of plans to suit new developments of localities, may be
made by the Beard of Public- Works, at their discretion, and the
change of quantity shall not change the rate of price; but a change
involving a different kind of work shall leave the assessment of ad-
vantage or disadvantage to the Principal Engineer, who shall deduect
from, or add to the price due the contractor, as he may deem just
and right, and his estimate, duly made and reported to the contrac-
tor and to the President of the Board of Public Works, shall con-
clude both the contractor and the State in relation to the matter.

All the work must be made and stand at the risk of the contrac-
tor, until the entire contract is completed to the satisfaction of th&
Principal Engineer; and all the locks and canals must be cleaned
out, and other work must be in a complete state of finish, before the
responsibility of the contractor will expire. Due allowanee must
also be made for the settling of banks, when banks are finished and .
before they are fully settled, and this allowance will be thrown out
of the calculation of embankment in paying the contractor. ’

FOR MAKING CANAL.

When the ground in the canal is below bottom, it will have to be
cleared by cutting the trees down even with the earth, and remov-
ing all the logs and brush.

When there is excavation which is also to be used as embankment,
it will not be paid for as embankment and excavation; but shall be
denominated according to.the name of the greater quantity in the
station. If, however; embankment is conveyed over 200 feet be-
yond the end of excavation, measuring along the line of the canal,
then the contractor shall have pay for. both excavation and embank-
ment.

The ground where the inner slope of embankment and centre ten
feet.are to be laid, must be: grubbed and cleared of all vegetable
matter, and where the soil. requires.it, a. puddle. ditch shall.be exca-.
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vated at the discretion of the Engineer, and estimated as excavation.
After the ground is sufficiently cleared for the outer slope, by mov-
ing the logs and brush and removing such trees as lean towards the
canal, the embankment must be raised by successive strata, which
strata shall not exceed four feet in thickness, and no vegetable mat-
ter must constitute a part of the embankment.

The banks and bottom of cana] and all the work connected with
it must conform to the grade and lines of the Engineer, and must do
so to his satisfaction. ,

Bids should contain a pricegper section for grubbing and clear-
A price per yard for earth excavation.

A price per yard for rock excavation.
A price per yard for embankment, and
A price per perch (of 25 cubic feet) for protection stofie.

FOR CULVERT ON SECTION NO, III.

This culvert is to have a span of 12 feet, and be about 140 feet
long, with a semi-circular arch of two feet. It will have to be in-
serted low in the ground, and have a timber foundation, covered
with two inch white or burr oak plank, well spiked on the timbers,
and secured at the upper one with sheet piling. The timber is to
be of the best white or burr oak, large enough to square one foot,
flattened or hewed straight on the upper and lower surface, and
laid one foot apart in the clear, across the pit.

The stone are to be of the best quality, to have good flat beds, and
to be of such length as to reach through the wall, and at least half
as wide as long—their thickness not to be less than four inches.
Every stone when laid, is to point towards the centre of the arch.

The wall is to be built in the most substantial manner, and when-
ever and as often as it is raised two feet, itis to be thoroughly
grouted with hydraulic cement; but this is not to be done without
having first been examined by the Engineer, to see whether it is
well laid, The wall, while constructing, is to be kept level, and
of “one uniform height, and great care is to be taken to.keep the
stone clean, so that the grout may adhere firmly to them. Before
grouting, the wall is to be thoroughly wet. The stone must all be
accurately scabbled or hammer dressed to suit a pattern of the arch,
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such as the Engineer may approve; and they must all be laid with
close joints. :

- Bids must be made for masonry by the perch which will include
pit excavation, foundation and entire finish,

FOR LOCK AND FOUNDATION,
t.

The foundation of locks on rock, will be prepared by clearing off
the earth and gravel, and should any part of the rock require exca-
vating, it will be regarded as rock excavation, and paid for as such.

All excavation below low waf;#v'vill be done by the State as be-
fore mentioned. And excavation™vill usually be made for the lower
mitre sills and the swing of the lower gates. .

Where there is earth foundation, the canal excavation will be es-
timated, and lock-pit excavation only estimated for that part of earth
which requires to be moved after the canal is excavated.

The pit must be excavated to suitable depth and width according
to the Engineer’s plans, and a timber foundation laid in the usual
form of such works. The timber must be hewed on the upper and
lower surface, and laid perfectly level. It will then be covered
with good sound three inch white “or burr oak plank, jointed and
laid close, with bevel edge, accordmg to the plan of the Engineer.
These plank will be well spiked down, with at least five spikes for
every ten superficial feet.

The lock foundation having been prepared according to the grade
and plan of the Engineer, the masonry for the walls shall be com-
menced and carried up in successive courses. The face and exte-
rior stone must contain not less than five cubic feet; and be at least
four inches thick ; none of them must have less than eighteen inches
bed, nor less bed than face. They must be scabbled or hammer
dressed, so as to present a plain surface for a bed, joint, and face,
and must bind the wall with headers, at least one in every nine feet,
and not less than five feet long, and stretchers not less than three
feet long. The interior stone must be carefully and skillfully laid,
so as to bind and secure the entire mass. The greatest care must
be taken to make the wall tight where it is exposed to the pressure
of water, This will be the case on all the face* stone in the cham-
ber and the face stone above the upper gates.

The exterior stone above the dam and adjacent to a’'way for wa-
ter, wliich, in some instances, will be passed around the outer wall,
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for mill putposes, will sustain a pressure of the head of water, and
must also be tight. To secure tight work, the joints and beds of
the exterior course must be dressed down, so there shall be no crev-
ice or joint over one-fourth of an inch wide. The entire wall is to
be laid in good lime mortar. The exterior courses within two feet
the outside, all round the wall, must be laid in mortar made of hy-
draulic lime. Range work is not required, but a strong and supeti-
or quality of ruble masonry is designed, and will be insisted on. = The
hydraulic lime will be furnished by the State, but the contractor
must erect and keep a suitable shelter for it, and preserve it from
waste. It must be mixed with sand, and used by the contractor ac-
cording to the directions of the Engineer. The coping of the walls
will be cut stone, not less than ten inches thick, and at least half of
the width of the wall in length.

" Iron bars, furnished by the State, will be incorporated in the
walls at such interval as the Engineer may direct, and according
to the plan of the Engineer. Lime, sand and mortar will have to
be of the best quality, and none but good masons should bemployed
in laying the walls. The species of masonry here required, is dif-
ficylt to define, but will be readily understood by good workmen.
The strength and tightness of the work will depend on the skill of
workmen, and where a sufficient knowledge of the art of masonry
is not displayed by the workmen engaged in selecting and laying
material, the matter may be laid before the Principal Engineer
as a sufficient cause to remove the contractor ; and should-the Prin-
cipal Engineer "decide that the work is not carried on by work-
men skilled in the trade, the contract may, at the discretion of the
Board be declared forfeited, and taken out of the hands of the con-
tractor.

In bids for a Lock, there should be proposed as follows :

‘A price per yard for pit excavation in earth.

A price per yard for rock excavation.

A prlce per yard for embankment.

A prlce per square foot for foundation timber.

A price per hundred feet board measure for three inch plank in
foundation. )

A price per hundred feet board measure for two inch plank laid
as floor in chamber of lock.
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A price per perch (of 25 cubic feet) for masonry in lock walls.
A price per yard for protecting stone, and
A price per cubic foot for mitre sills.

FOR A DAM AND ABUTMENT.

Where it is possible the dams will be placed on rock foundation.
In such locations but little work is needed before commencing the
dam. There must be a surface prepared across the river, upon
which the lower sills must be bolted with iron bolts. The ties will
"be carefully framed across these sills, and pinned to them with sea-
soned white oak pins, two inches in diameter. Upon these ties a
second course of string pieces will be framed and pinned, and so the
work will progress. A course of string pieces must be carried up
in the centre, and two inch plank carefully fitted to the upper side
and spiked on, covering the face and making the dam water tight
from the bottom to the top.

The cribs are to bé filled with stone as the work progresses.
The dam is tobe drawn in as it rises in the style of a pent-roof,
and when erected to its proper height, it is to be covered with three
inch white or burr oak plank on the lower, and two inch white or
burr oak plank én the upper slope. These plank are to be pinned.
on with seasoned white oak pins in the most careful and substantial
manner. '

The outer and centre string pieces (those timbers which cross
the river) must be one foot square, hewed square and straight. The
remainder of the string pieces and ties may be made of round,
straight timber, not less than ten inches diameter at the small end.
The splices, notches and connections of timber, everywhere, must
be carefully made in the best'style of carpentry. For this purpose,
all the strings and ties must be hewed square at the points of con-
nection, and notches must be laid off and cut with a saw so as to se~
cure a complete joint.

Wooden pins, which are to be used in the work, must be made:
of even size and round, so as to fit the twoinch augur holes. They
must be made before the timber is laid, and subjected to the inspec-.
tion of the Engineer. The abutments will, also, be of crib work.
The timber to be white or burr oak, hewed one foot square, and
straight. The upper end of the abutments will be covered, (as,
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-shown by the plan,) with two inch white or burr oak plank, jointed,
and spiked on to the abutment timbers. Where a crib is required
to conduct water around the abutment, it will be made similar to the
abutment, and constitute a part of it. The dam, abutments, and
cribs for conducting water around the abutments_will be understood
as part of the dam, and included in the same contract.

Bids for building a dam must contain proposals as follows:
A price for round timber for ties and string pieces, per lineal
foot.

A price for square timber used in dam and abutment, per lineal
foot. - :
A price per hundred feet, board measure, for three inch plank.
A price per hundred feet, board measure, for two inch plank.
A price per perch (of 25 cubic feet) for stone in cribs.
A price per cubic yard for excavation of earth in abutment pits.
A price per cubic yard for excavation of rock in abutment pits.
A price per cubic yard for embankment, and
A price per cubic yard for gravel above dam.

14
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B.

Form of proposals prescribed for bidders af the first letting of the Des

Moines river improvement,

To taE Boarp or Pusric Works or tax Stars or Iowa:
GENTLEMEN : S——. —— propose to construct the
following work on the Des Moines River Improvement, on the fol-

lIowing terms :
FOR LOCK No.
@ Excavation of earth for Lock-pit, per cubic yard,.

Excavation of rock for Lock-pit, per cubic yard,. .
Puddling in lock foﬁndation, per cubic yard,......
Embankment, per cubic yard,:....... ‘. fesnenes
Foundation timber, laid in work, per square foot,. .

3 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in foundation;
per hundred feet, board measure,...........

2 inch white ot burr oak plank, laid as floor in
chamber of lock, per 100 feet board measure,

Masonry laid in Lock walls, per perch of 25 cubic
feet ittt it i i it ce et

Stone protection for embankment, per perch of 25
cubic feet,. .. ovuiieiiiiiiiiiiennns cees

Mitre sills, per cubic foot, laid in Work .........

FOR DAM No.——AND ABUTMENT.

Round timber, used as ties and string pieces, 1a1d in
work, per lineal foot,.........oo0eiuilnn .

Square timber, used in dam and abutment, laid in
' work, per lineal foot,...eouvuiviieineeen ..

38 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in work, per |

Dozis.

DoLws.

Crs.

Crs.
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DAM No. AND ABUTMENT—Continued. Dorrs. Crs.

hundred feet, board easure,........o..en. l

2 inch white or burr cak plank, laid in work, per
hundred feet, board MEASUTe, e v v vven’onnnn

Stone in cribs of dam and abutment, per perch of |
25 cubic feet,.. ,...ooiviiiiiiiiiiiilLL,

Excavation of earth, for abutment  pits, per cubic
£ 1

Excavation of rock, for abutment pits, per cubic
YaTdyee o cvvenniiennennnas Cererrertenaas

Embankment of earth, per cubic yard,...........

Stone protection of bank above and below abutment
where it is required, per perch,............

Gravel above dam, laid as d1rected by the engineer,
per cubic yard,....... Crreesacen. ceenens

All the above work to be done according to the plans and specifi-

cations, unléss otherwise directed by the Engineer. ,

- C.

Form of proposals Jor Canal work prescnbed at the first letting. of the
Des Moines river zmprovement

To rae Boarp or Prsric Wonxs OF THE STATE or Iowa:

GENTLEMEN: e : propose to construct the
following work on the Des Momes Rlver Improvement, on the fol-
lowing terms :

FOR CANAL, SECTION No.
Grubbing and clearing, per seétio‘n,. chieseaesaen

Dorrs. Crs.

Excavation of earth, per cubic yard,.......e..un
Excavation of rock, péi‘ cubic yar&; . ........

Embankment, per cubic yard, «...... ceseanes




108 JOURNAL OF THE

FOR CANAL, SECTION No.——Confinued.  Dorrs. Crs.

Stone protection of embankment, per perch of 25
cubic feef,.. ... evetrennnnnans ¥ I

Masonry of culvert, per perch of 25 cubic feet,
which will include pit, excavation; foundation,
and entire finish,.......... cereneans ceeenns

All the above work to be done according to the plans and specifi-
cations, unless otherwise directed by the Engineer.

Estimated cost of the dam at 8t. Francisville, with part gravel bottom.

126 |Cross-ties 45 feet,round, 5,670,
63] « 38 « « 2304
63 « 82 « « 2,016,
63 « 926 «  « 1638,
63] « 20 « « 1,260,
63| « 15 « « 945

63 “ 8% « « 535, = 14,458, at
deents, . oiiiiiinieiienieniinannns $578 32

2,700 |Piles, various lengths, at $2 ecah,.......... ~5,400 00
32|String pieces 750 feet each,— 24,000, at 8 cts. 1,920 00

90 [M feet, board measure, 3 inch plank on lower
slope and apron, at $15,.......... e 1,350 00

28,500 [Feet, board measure, 2 inch plank on upper
slope, at $14,......... P asanes sesens 399 00

20,000 [Feet board measure, sheet piling, at $15,.... 300 00

12,000 |Feet, board. measure,. vertical plank to tighten
dam, at $15,...... ... 180 00

11,460 [Perch of stone—1,538 perch timber—9,922
perch stone, at $1,.....oviinennenn. | 9,922 00
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2|Abutments, as per estimates, at $437 84 each, | 875 68

Excavation of two' abutment pits—1,000, at
15 cents, ... 30 veen Cerettrereaoas 150 00

. —

g $21,075 00

: SAMUEL. R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.
Engineer’s Office, March 15, 1848..

Estimaled cost of Guard Lock at head of canal at St. Francisville.

244 [Perches. of masonry in wall,at $3,......... $732 00

10 [Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50,.... ceen | 3500
21,000 |Feet foundation timbers 2 sides hewn, $6,. . .. 126 00
6,300| “ board measures, 3 inch plank, at $15,.. . 94 50
1,400f « « «“  (Z2rows) sheet piling,at 15, | 21 00
880 « « “ flooring plank, 2 inch, at 14, 12 32
16 [[ron rods laid in wall, at $1 each,....... e 16 00
400 [Yards excavation after canal is excavated, at
12 centsy o vvnnininiiinnnaieneten, 48 00
500 |Yards embankment after walls are erected, at
15 centsyeineenns o s T 75 00
(Fates, as per éstimate,,lock gates,esvusneen. 426 5.

$1,586 57

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer..
Engineer’s Department, March 20, 1848..
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Estimate of Lock on side cut near Litile Yellow Bank, Des Moines river.

2,000

1,134

15,000
47,000

15,200
3,920

1,900
50
160

11,430

Cubic yards excavation of lock pit, after canal
is excavated, the banks being! left § to 1-6
feet cutting, 8 feet to lock bottom, to re-
peat ; 2,000 yards, at 12 cents,.........

Yards lock embankment to be put in at lower
end of lock after walls are erected, at 15 cts

Feet foundation timber, two sides hewn, at 6 cts

¢« board measure, 3 inch plank covering
foundation timber, at 1% cents,.........

“ board-measuare, 2 inch plank, floor of lock
pit, at 13 cents,.......... Ceeseannann

¢« board measure, sheet piling, five courses
four feet deep,at 1.5 cents,...........

Perches of masonry in lock walls, at $3;.....
Barrels hydraulie cement, at $8 50,.........

Iron bars with links at the end, laid in the
wall, at $1 each,............coiiitn

Spikes for flooring, at 6 centé, ......... N

(rates, as per estimate,......... N

$240 00

170 10
900 00

705 00

228 00
58 80

5,700 00
175 00 -

160 00
685 80
853 50

| $0.876 20

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.
Engineer’s Office, Fairfield, March 20, 1848.

—

Estimate of the cost of a Lock af Motl’s Ferry.

Estimated lift twenty-two feet. Lower mitre
sill to be placed three feet bolow low wa-

ter. Walls estimated at thirty feet high. »

The whole on rock bottom.

1,000 {Yards pit excavation, after canal is excavated,



5,400
100
200
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athcents,....‘ ....... cevssesaanans

Perches of masonry in wall(30 i< 10 4 225)2,
at $3

-----------------------------

Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50,

Tron bars laid in lock, at $1,.....0.000s.

---------------------------------

111

$100 00

16,200 00
350 00
200 00

1,200 00

$18,050 00

Estimagd cost of @ Lock at « Cowpen’s Old Mill,” rock foundation.

Excavation of lock pits, clearing off rock, &e., 'z $100 00
2,000 [Perch masonry,at $3,0....covvieniincna.s. k6,000 00
75 |Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50;....... . 362 50
160 [Iron bars with links, at $1,................ 160 00
Gates, as per estimate,.......cvvvuuiennn. 853 00
| $7,376 00

Estimated cost of a Dam a the sume plaee,
i4,458 Feet round timber for ties,at 4 cents,....... $578 32
24,000| « string pieces, (750 each,) at 8 cents,. ... 1,920 00

90,000 « board measure, 3 inch plank on lower
slope, at Blhyeevvreeniennrniians 1,350 00

28,500| « board measure, 2 inch i)lank on upper
slope, at $14,..... e v ceevans ceene 399 00

12,000 [Feet, board measure, vertical plank in centre
of dam, at $15,..... 180 00
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9,922 |Perch stone crib filling, at $1,............. 9,922 00
One abutment,........... ereeeees Ceeaes 437 84
Excavéﬁon of abutment pit,. . ,; e 75 00

 |$14,862 16
Cost of lock, brought down.......... | 7,376 00

_ Total cost of Dam and Lock,. . -..... |$22,238 16

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.
Engineer’s Office, Fairfield, March 20th, 1848.

Estimates for all the lock gules of a lock with walls 183 fed high.

TIMBER.
Mitre sill 214 feet, 12 squmare tlmber, oak, at |
. 6cents,..........,.... ves $12 84
Quoin post 76 feet, oak, at: 10.cents,.. .. ..... 7 60

Arms, pine timber, 4 sticks 23.79 >4 16 < 14
at the ends and 16 >4 20 in the middle,

" do. do. 8 sticks 22,62 412 < 14 at
the ends and 12 »¢ 20 in the middle,

do. do. 16 sticks 22.62 <4 8 < 14 at
the ends and 8 »4 20 in the middle ;

Amountmg in:the order in which they stand to

95.16 feet,.at 10 cents,.. | 9 00
180.96 « « “« : 18 09
361.92 « “. u 36 10

Heel posts, oak, 20.2 ¢ 17 < 16, 4 sticks —
80.8 feet,at 10 cents,.cvevevvensennnn, 8 06

Toe posts, oak, 1954 14 >4 16 4 stlcks, = 76.0
feet, at 10 cents,... - . 7 60

Timber between the paddle. gates, pine, 12
i sticks,, 2,612 4. lfi.—- 80.,.at.1Q cents,, 3. 0
Y




689

56
232
12
86

12

~
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Plank for gates, pine, 2,758 feet board meas-

ure, at $15per My ...c...cvvunnnn... 41 37

IRON.

Wr(;ught spikes, 5 inches long, at 6 cents each, 41 34
25< 15 bolts for mitre sills 18< 14 square, 222

pounds, at Scents,. . .o.uieitne.... 11 10
Capstans and chains,. .. .......c0vuue.. ... 100 00
Heel and toe straps 6 = 2} < §, 1,416 lbs.,.
Feet lineél, iron braces 3 %4 4, 1,160 ¢
Valve rods 20 ¥4 14 square, 1,200 «
Feet hog braces, 14 square, 480 «

amounting to 4,256 Ibs.,.at 5 cents,.... . 212 80-
Steps for heel posts, at $3,. .. ... . ' 12 00
Steps for hog braces,at $3,.... 12 00
Paddle gates, at $10,...... e S 120 00
Carpenter work on four gates,............ . 100 00
Blacksmith work on gates,o..ovoil i e 100. 00

| $853 50

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engmeer

Engineer’s Office, Fairfield, March 20, 1848

15
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DESCRIPTION AND ESTIMATE

OF WORK ON THE DES MOINES RIVER IMPROVEMENT.

.SECTION No, 1,—LOCK No. 1.
At Mott’s Ferry on the Des Moines River.

1,000

5,400
100
200

3,400
400

79,888

Cubic yards pit excavation after canal
is excavated, 10 cents,...........

Perches masonry in wall §$3,...... e
Barrels hydraulic cement, $3 50,. ...
Tron bars laid in wall, $1,...........

Lock gates,......oovviianennenns.

SECTION No. 2,
From Boatman’s Mill to 3 Mile Tree.

Feet grubbing and clearing,.........

Perch protection stone on 400 ft of em-
bankment adjoining Lock 12 ¢ 2 b4
400 ft,at 50 ctsye v v e ivennnn. ..

Cubic yards of embankment, at 8 cts, .

On this sectionthe central part of ca-
nal is entirely below bottom. It will be
necessary to cut the timber in canal
down even with the groundand remove
Fll rubbish, such as brush, logs,&c. The
lcanal is Jaid off at various widths where
there is embankment, togive easier pas-
sage to boats. This may increase the
clearing a little but it is not expected
to increase the grubbing which is only

Amount.
$ 100 00

16,200 00
350 00
200 00

1,200 00

400 00

200 00
6,391 04

Tolal Amt

18,050 00

6,991 04




3,000

104868
180

3,816
130744
2,753

“ ~
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required under the inner slope and cen-
tre ten feet of the banks,

SECTION No. 3.
From.the 8rd to the Ath Mile.

Amount,

Feet at west end, of grubbing and
clearing,

Cubic yards of embankment, at 7 cts,.
Perches of masonry in culvert, at $34,

Wier 100 ft long to be hereafter con-
tracted for, say,.............. -

Culvert at station 26, span 12 feet.
Semi-circular arch of stone two feet,
This culvert will ‘have to be inserted
low in the ground and have timber foun-
dation covered with 2 inch ocak plank
spiked on the timbers. The timbers
must be hewed straight on the upper
and lower surface. The stone must all
be scabbled o hammer dressed to suit
a pattern of the arch, and laid with
close joints. Bids must be made for
masonry by the perch, which will in-
clude pit excavation, foundation and en-
tire finish.

SECTION No. 4.
From the 4th to the Bk Mile.

Feet grubbing and clearing,

.........

Cubic yards of embankment, at 11 cts,

Perches: protection stone on 1,434 feet
of embankment, 3 feet thick and 16
feet high, at 60 cts,..............

This section includes the heavy em-

bankment opposite the big yellow

banks, which is 1,434 foet long.

400 00
7,340 76
630 00

250 00

500 00
14,381 84

1,651 80

115

Total Amt

8,620 76

16,533 64
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5,280
17,714
37,184

5,280
52,409
5,493
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SECTION No. 5..
From the Bih to sta. No.5 on same Mile.

Feet grubbing and clearing,..........
Cubic yards excavation, at 8-cts......
Cubic yards embankment, at 8 cts,.. ..

Weir 1o be erected by the State or here-
after contracted for, say,..........

This section includes the narrows be-
low the mouth of Sugar Creek where
the embankment will be partly in the
river and therefore require protecting.
Three hundred feet of canal west of the
present mouth of Sugar Creek will be
required to have the earth placed on
the north side; or otherwise to suit, a
wier that will be erected at that point.

SECTION No. 6.
‘From Stution B,.on the 5th- to Tth Mile.

Feet grubbing and clearing,.........
Cubic yards of excavation, at 8 cents,.

Cubic yards of embankment, at 7 cents

==

SECTION No. 7.

From the Tth Mile to the H5th Station on
the same Mile.

|{Feet grubbing and clearing,......... )

Cubic yards excavation, at 8.cents, . . .

SECTION No. 8.
From bth siation on Tth Mile 1o 9th Mile.

Eeet grubbing and clearing,~.........

. dmount.

600 00
1,417 12
2994 72

3,000 00

800 00
4,192 72
384 51

800 00
4,953 28

.1, 700 ool.

Tolal Amt

7,991 84

5,377 23

5,753 28



13,528
82,767
4,477

2,000

1,134

15,000
47,000
15,200
3,920
1,900

50
160
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Amount.
Cubic yards excavation, at 7 cents, ...| 946 96
Cubic yards embankment, at 12} cents,| 9,932 04
Perch protection stone, at 80 cents,. . . 3,581A 60
LOCK No. 2.
Cubic yards, excavation in lock pit af]
ter canal is excavated the banks be-
ing left 13 of one; to 6 feet cut and
8 feet to canal bottom, at 12 cts.....[ 240 00
Cubic yards, lock embankment to be
put in at lower end of lock after the|
walls are erected, at 15 cents,......| 170 10
Square feet foundation timber, hewed}
on two sides, at 6 cents,.......... 900 00
Feet board measure, 3 inch plank, cov-
ering to foundation, at 13 cents,....| 705 00
Feet board measure, 2 inch plank, for
floor of lock pit, at $1 50 cts,.. ... 228 00
Feet board measure, 2 inch plank, five
courses 4 feet deep, sheet piling, at
$1 50 cents,...........coouni.. 58 80
Perches of masonry in lock walls,at $3,{ 5,700 00
Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50,..] 175 00
Tron bars with links at the end laid in
walls,at $Lyeeeeenni... eeae 160 00
Spikes, &Ceye.viviiiiiriiiinnn... 685 50
Gates as per estimate,. . e veesenesl 853 50

This section includes lock number 2,
with timber and plank foundation and
the heavy embarkment at the little
yellow banks, which is 2,332 feet in|

length.

¢
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Tolal Amt

15,159 00

9,876 20
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5,280
62,623

5,280
43763

244
10
400

8,580

. 16
400

500

SECTION No. 9. Amount.
From the 9th to the 10th Mile,
Feet grubbing and clearing,......... 600 00
Cubic yards evcavation, at 7 cents,... ..18,437 00
SECTION No. 10.
From the 101k o the 11th Mile.
Feet grubbing and clearing,......... 700 00
Cubic yards excavation,............ 5,009 84
SECTION No. 11.
From the 118k to the 12th Mile.
Feet grubbing and clearing,......... 800 00
Cubic yards excavation; at 8 cents,. ..| 3,501 04
GUARD LOCK.
Perches masonry in wall, at $3,...... 7182 00
Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 '50,.. 35 00
Sqmare feet foundation timbers, hewed] .
on 2 sides,at G cents,............ 126 00
Feet board measure, 2 and 3 inch oak
plank,at $1 50,............. ... 128 70
Iron rods laid in wall,, ............. 16 00
Cubic yards excavation of pit after ca-
nal is excavated, at 12 eénts,......| 48 00
Yards embankment after walls are erec-
ted, at 15 cents,e. .o vivvenn.ne. - 75 00
Lock gates as per estimate,.........

426 75

This section includes the Guard Lock

near the head of canal,

A

Total Am?

4,087 00

5,709 84

4,301 04

1,587 45
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DAM No. 1. Amount. | Tokal Amt
Located dt 8t. Francisville.
14,458 |Lineal feet round timber for ties,at 6¢c,| 578 32
2,700 [Piles various léngths, ........... ~..15,400 00
24,000 |Lineal feet timber for string pieces, at
8 cents,...iireiiiiiiie,, 1,920 00
122000|Feet bbard measure, 8 inch plank per
hundred, $1 50,............. ... 1,830 00
28,500 |Feet board measure, 2 inch plavk, per| . ‘
thousand, $14...... veevseereesss] 399 00 )
9,922 |Perch stone in eribs, at $1,...... ....]9,922 00
Two abutments as per estimate,...... 875 68
1,000 |Cubic yards excavation in-abutment
pits,at 15 cents,. ..., . .00l 150 0021,075 00
DAM No. 2.
Laocaled at Cowpens’ Old Mill,
{Excavation of lock pit,............. 1 100 00
2,000 |Perches masonay in lock walls, at $3,.16,000 00
75 |Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50,...] 262 00
160 {Iron bars with links laid in wall, $1,..] 160 00
Gates as per estimate,.............. 853 50|/7,376 00
DAM.
14,458 |Lineal feet round timber for ties, at 4c,| 578 32
24,000 |Lineal feet hewed timber for string
pieces, at 8 cents,. . ...0.v.,.....]1,920 00
90,000 [Feet board measure, 3 inch plank, on|
lower slope,at $15,..............11,350 00
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- 28,500 |Feet board measure, 2 inch plank on

Total Amt.

$14,862 16

22,238 16

5,000 00

Amount.
upper slope,at $14,......... .. |$399 00

12,000 [Feet board measure, 2 inch plank
for centre dam, at $15,......... 180 00
9,922 |Perches stone crib filling, at $1,. . - |9,922 00
One abutment,............ wee...] 487 84
Excavation of abutment pit,....... 75 00

DAM No. 3.—LOCK No. 4.
At Thoins' Mill,

The items and the cost of this dam

and lock will be about the same

as Dam number 2, and Lock num-
berB,.viviiiiiiiiiiinians.] 22,238 16
Walls and races for Mills at various -
points, . ....... Ceeerearnisens 5,000 00
Add ten per cent for contingencies,|........
L P PO ces

201,633 38

183,303 08
18,330 30

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Chief Engineer.
Engineer’s Department, March 20, 1848.

;-
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ENGINEER’S REPORT, NO. 2.

ENGINEER'S OFFICE ; KEOKUK, IOWA, %
Nov. 20th, 1848.

To tar Hovorarre Tar Boarp or Pusric Works:

After receiving your directions to prepare a portion of the work
on the Des Moines river for contract, I proceeded with my assis-
tants and located that portion below Farmington, a distance by our
first measurementof 32 miles. Following the course of descrip~
tion pursued in. my report of 20th March last, beginning at the
mouth of Nassau Slough, and running up the stream, I will proceed
to describe the character of the work as located, contracted, and now
in rapid progress.

The drift must-be removed from the Nassau Slough, and prepa-
rations have been made to this effect. After this is done we have
,. mavigation to Mott’s Ferry, a distance from the Mississippi of near
two miles. ,

Here commences the side cut suggested in my former report
which extends from Mott’s Ferry up to St. Francisville, a distance
by the canal of ten miles. The corresponding distance on the river
line, we made twelve, so that we save by the canal, two miles.
The object of this side cut as I suggested before, is to avoid the
sandy, crooked channel of the river, and low banks, which on this
section preclude the idea of a system of dams and locks.

At Mott’s Ferry we have a rock foundation to build our first
lock on. It will have a lift of 22 feet. The capacity is that adopt-
ed by the Board for all the work being 44 feet by 175 in the cham-
ber. The rock at this point, also affords a safe and convenient loca-
tion for the application of the water power, accumulated by the ca-
nal. There will be 22 feet fall-—enough for overshot water wheels.
By an increase of 10 feet in the height of the bank for five miles,
ten feet more head can be added to this—this can be made if found
expedient, at any time hereafter, and by this means the fall at this

16
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point will be 32 feet. The fall is such as to admit wheels that can-~
not be checked by high back water, as the Mississippi, and Des
Moines, seldom rise over nine feet and never over fifteen at this
point. An immense water power will thus be accumulated, at a
point convenient, for all kinds of manufactories, and it can be so ap-
plied as to continue a constant power. The value of this power to
the State will be much enhanced by the safe rock foundation to build
upon, and the convenience of market afforded by its immediate con-
nection with the Mississippiriver. No rock could be found on any
branch of the Des Moines, below this point-—on the contrary the
Des Moines below, divides into several branches, which run through
sandy bottoms, occasionally overflown. At low stages of the river,
these branches prove very shallow, except the Nassau Slough,
which is narrow and deep. The first lock is also located so as to
accommodate all these lower branches. At low water the Nassau
Slough is the only one which affords sufficient depth, and it is there-
fore the only channel upon which much effort should be made to
improve. This lock is also located so as to admit a continuation of
the canal down to the Mississippi, if the chagnel of the slough
should hereafter fill up; and by this continuation a terminus can be
made at the Mississippi. The objection to such a continuation, is
the expense of getting a good foundation for a lock at the Mississip-
Ppi, and the additional expense of twa more miles of canal. If there-
fore the slough should become useless for navigation, it will be af-
ter the resources from the tolls arising from the improvement, will
furnish means to construct an adequate remedy.

Rising by a lift of 22 feet at this lower lock, the canal leaves the
river and meanders around the side of the bluff only requiring for
the first mile one embankment on the lower side. Thence it cross-
es a wide level prairie with two embankmepts coming to the river
again at the ¢“Big Yellow Banks”—(a bluff or head land that has
been washed bare, and precipitous, and rising over 100 feet above
the level of the canal.) We pass this bluff by an embankment in
the river, with slopes of two to one, and protected with ¢ Rip-rap”
stone wall on the outer slope. Again, leaving the riversthe canal
meanders around the foot of the bluff requiring but one embankment
on the lower side. The second lock of ten feet lift was at first lo-
cated on section eight, but as the work progressed, many reasons
induced me to adopt a point on section five near the mouth of Sugar
Creek. The heavy rains this season caused such sudden and ex-
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tensive floods of water in Sugar Creek, as to incredse my former
doubts as to the safety of a wier to pass this stream over the canal.
By carrying the head of water down to its present location, I am
enabled to change the channel of Sugar Creek so as to carry it un-
der an aqueduct, which will be located above the lock. This will
be much safer than the weir first proposed. The only danger is the
effect of drift, which will be guarded as much as possible.

The deep cutting on section six, and some appearance of quick
sand in the bottom of the canal on this section, had some influence
in producing this change. As the change was made subsequent to
the contract it involves the adjustment of the rights of contractors,
which adjustment is provided for in the terms of the contract, and
will be carefully and equitably determined in view of the rights of
the contractors and the State.

The canal passes the ¢ Little Yellow Banks*’ by a heavy embank-
ment similar to that on section 4,—the ¢ Big Yellow Banks” before
alluded to.

A guard lock is to be erected on section eleven near the upper
end of the canal to shut out all extraordinary high freshets from the
canal, and by this means guard against breaches. Such freshets
will only occur “in periods of several years, and will on such occa-
sions delay navigation, but two or three days.

The minimum widthwof the canal is 50 feet on the bottom, with
slopes of two to one. In many places the canal is 100 feet wide.
1t is designed to have five feet depth of water, and wi]l therefore be
at the narrowest place 70.feet wide on the water line.

The canal connects with the pool of the dam at St. Francisville.
This dam is located on rock which extends from the Missouri shore,
about half way across the river, when it gradually sinks below our
soundings. The greatest possible care will be taken to secure the
north end of this dam, which is necessarily located on sandy foun-
dation. A pile engine is calculated to be in readiness for driving
piles by the first of January; and I design to protect the abutment
and shore with clusters of piles, filled in with masses of stone and

_brush., The dam after all our precautions, will be likely to settle
at the first or second freshet, especially near the connecting point of
thé rock and sandy foundation. It will thus get a deeper founda-
tion, and by building up, it will become much more secure after it
has so settled to.a lower level. The like security could be obtained
by excavating a bed for the dam, and filling it in the first place with
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brush and stone; but this would be much more expensive than to
build up the dam after it has underwashed and settled, and probably
cost more than the expense of repairing a breach.

In my survey of the river, mile trees were marked, according to
the meanders then taken along the river. The construction of the
side cut reduces the distance very near two miles ; so that by chang-
ing the marked trees, deducting two miles from the figures, will
give distances by the line of improvement sufficiently accurate.
With this correction the second dam is located at Cowpen’s old mill,
nineteen miles and thirty-one chains from the Mississippi. The
ift of the lock at this dam will be 10.93 feet, and the dam fourteen
feet high. The third dam will be at «Thom’s Mill,” twenty-five
miles and seventy-three chains from the Mississippi. This dam
will be fourteen feet high, and the lift of the lock will be 10.32
feet.

This dam carries us through the work contracted on the first of
June. All the contractors are now on the work, and progressing
with great vigor.

Inmy former report I spoke of the stone as being hard, and ex-
pensive to cut. On opening the quarries, I am happy to find occa-
sion to correct this statement. Several quarries of excellent sand
stone have been found, which furnish superlor building stone, very
easy to work. This is especially the character of the quarries at
«Thom’s Mill,” and at ¢ Cowpen’s old Mill,” and from the success
in these quarries, I am satisfied that the best of stone will be obtain-
ed, at least as far up as Ottumwa, which is all the line I have yet
examined. Such is the beauty and ease of working some of these
sand stone, that I apprehend they may yet become an 1mportant
item in the commerce of the river. The stone is so easily prepared
for range work that eontractors will generally adopt that character
of masonry for their own convenience.

Should the quarries furnish stone equal to present appearances,
with your approval, I shall dispense with the iron bars, which I
recommended in my former report, and also the plastering of the
face with hydraulic cement, laying the face stone in hydraulic ce-
ment as contemplated by the specifications, and pointed with the
best of mortar, will, as I believe, answer every purpose, and secure
work of ‘superior quality. In connection with this development of
stone, it is proper to state also, that a large quantity of limestone
suitable for manufacturing hydraulic cement has been discovered in
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the neighborhood of Soap creek, seventy miles from the Mississippi,
and in the immediate vicinity of the Des Moines. Mr. Richard
Cave, an enterprising citizen of Towa, has commenced the manufac-
ture, and furnished me with various specimens, which are exposed
to the influence of frosts for the purpose of testing the quality of the
cement. Should it prove to be of a good quality (and we have
reason to anticipate success;) it will no doubt be of great value
to the State, and reduce very much my estimate of the cost of this
item.

By a comparison of the contract prices, with my former-estimates
submitted with my report No. 1, I find some variance in items, but
a close agreement in-tlie aggregate. The lock gates, iron, and work
below low water is not contracted, and can only be matters of esti-
mate. From the proposals which have been made on these items,
I am inclined to believe they will fall™hort of the estimate, and
thus reduce the probable cost of the work below my former esti-
mate.

The substitution of an aqueduct, instead of a weir at Sugar creek
may add a little to.the cost of the lower line..

From the contracts, and from my former estimates, of iron and
other work not eontracted, including the aqueduct on Sugar creek,
I consider it safe to calculate the whole cost of the first letting, and
all other work applicable to the improvement below Farmington,
at $213,357 37..

With a view to the second letting I furnished the Board with a
list of dams and locks necessary to carry the navigation up to Ot-
tumwa. The locations may be designated as follows :

Dam number 4, near Farmington, 31.24 miles from lower end.
of the improvement, 15 feet high, 11.5-feet lift.
Dam number- 5—Bonaparte, 36. miles, 11 feet high, 7.47 feet
lift. \

Dam number 6—Bentonsport, 39.556 miles, 15 feet high, 12.29-
feetlift. - . ’

Dam number-7—Keosauqua,. 48 miles, 15 feet high, 11.76 feet:
lift.

Dam number-8—Powell’s,. 56:26 miles, 14 feet high, 11.02 feet
lift.

Dam number 9—Portland,.63.40 miles,,15.5 feet high,,12.55.feet.
Lift.. ) ,
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Dam number 10—Jordan, 71.40 miles, 15.5 feet high, 12.43 feet.
lift. -

Dam number 11—Ralesback, 79 miles, 10.5 feet high, 7.47 feet
lift.

Dam number 12—Rowland’s, 83 miles, 10 feet high, 6.86 feet
lift.

Dam number 13—Sugar Creek, 87.20 miles, 10.5 feet high, 7.48
feet lift.

The pool of the last dam, raises the water three feet at the head
of the ripple at Ottumwa, 91 miles from the Mississippi river.

Without going minutely into the detail of each item of each dam,
[ have compared the contract prices with my estimated quantities
of material ; and by this means X estimate the cost embraced in the
second letting, at $264,000. Adding my estimate of cost under
contracts from the Missisdppi to Farmington ($213,337 37) and
we have the total cost from the Mississippi to Ottumwa $477,-
357 38. ’

These dams vary in height to. suit the banks and other peculiari-
ties of the river. No considerable amount of lands will be over-
flown at any point. The beds of small streams will have standing
water in them, but this will only be a convenience to adjacent farms,
by furnishing water at all times, in different fields, for various pur-
poses.

Much anxiety has been expressed that locations should be ad-
justed to suit towns, mills and other artificial constructions. As
far as possible I have considered these with other motives; but they
must be secondary. The Des Moines improvement, if constructed
. according to present designs, must stand the test of ages. The

masses of material are imperishable rock. Repairs will no doubt
be required. Human reason is not capable of contriving anything
_that will resist all the ravages of time. But durability, economy
“and strength, have been the first and leading considerations in mak-
ing plans and locations. Rock foundations’ have been secured for
every lock, and in all instances, either all or a part of * each dam is
founded on rock. The least possible number of locks, bridges, side
cuts, and other obstacles, calculated to cause delays, have been pro-
jected. There are great advantages which will result from speedy,
certain and cheap transportation on this improvement. No local in-
terest should be the cause of any prejudice to such considerations.
No country can produce more agricultural wealth than that within
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sixty miles, on either side of this river. This is no exaggeration.
Every acre, both of the bottom and upland, is similar in appearance
and fertility to the rich bottoms so much admired in Ohio, New York
and Pennsylvania. Timber, coal, stone, plaster paris, earthenware
and other articles at present unthought of, but incident to the val-
ley, will be transmitted through this channel. The water power
accumulated at each dam can be, and should be afforded low, for the
purpose of attracting to the country all kinds of manufactories.
No country can afford greater, and I doubt whether any can afford
like advantages to manufactories. The cheap productions, the soil,
the climate, the connection with the Mississippi, and through it to
the wool, cotton, and in fact to all other countries, combined with
the permanent, cheap and immense power for moving machinery,
create an accumulation of advantages which must soon be observed,
and occupied by those engaged in v@¥ious kinds of manufacture.
The product of every species of mechanical skill will be added to
the articles of the commerce of the Des Moines improvement.

In addition to these resources, which must grow out of the imme-
diate vicinity of this work, there is a more extended view of the
matter, which I alluded to in my former report, and will now, more
definitely refer to. This is the first imprevement designed to draw
in the resources of the country west of the Mississippi, and though
we ought not in advance to boast an example, we certainly ought to
avoid a discouragement to similar enterprise. There are several
rivers west of the Mississippi, longer than the Des Moines, which
at first sight would appear to command the undivided commerce of
all their branches. Such is the-appearance on the map of the Mis-
souri and its upper tributaries. But the sandy bed, and varying
channel of the Missouri, is a great obstacle to navigation, and of any
fixed or permanent improvement. Such is the hazard and uncer-
tainty of its navigation, that in some instances, goods are brought
up the Mississippi as far-as Hannibal, and hauled across the coun-
try in wagons, to the vicinity of St. Joseph on the Missouri, a point
more than one hundred and fifty miles west of Hannibal. If then
trade can take this course, from Hannibal to the Missouri at St.
Joseph, how much more likely to go from the head of this improve-
ment, a much less. distance to Council Bluffs; a point much further
up the Missouri. When the Des Moines improvement is complet-
ed, and paid for, the only object of tolls will be to improve and re-
pair the work. Supposing however we adopt the same rate of tolls
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that are now charged on the Ohio canals, the toll and transportation
from the Mississippi to the! Forks of the Des Moines, would not
exceed twenty cents per hundred. To encourage “through”
freight tolls should be reduced on frelght going west of the upper
extremity of the work, and by this reduction the transportation per
hundred from the Mississippi to the Forks, will be as low as fifteen
cents. '

Let us then compare the probable cost of transportation from St.
Louis to Council Bluffs on the two routes—tlie Missouri and the -
Des Moines:

Freight of 100 pounds from St. Louis to St. Joseph
on the Missouri river, as quoted in the newspa-

pers of St. Louis,. ..o vvvviiiniiinnnn. $1 50
From St. Joseph up the Mjgsouri to Council Bluffs,

SBYjeeersroetettannasanneans ereeee e 50

$2 00

Freight of 100 pounds from St.. Louis to-Keokuk on:
the Mississippi river, as quoted in the newspa-

pers of St. Louis,....... e Eeenesaaresrraen 124
Add freight on the Des Moines 1mprovement from
Keokuk to.the Forks of the Des Moines,..... 15-

Add freight by wagons overland from the Forks to-
Council Bluff, 120 miles, at the same rate now
paid from Keokuk to Eddyvxlle, 74 cents per- .
mile, . oo v iiiie i et e see s e 80

-~

$1 0%
Saving on. the freight of 100'pounds by taking the .
Des Moines route,. . ... ...t ceeases $0 921

Or 46} per cent. better than the stsoun route.

Make a similar estimate of the downward freight from Couneil
Bluff to St. Louis, and the result will be similar and in:favor of this
route. There is also. tiine and insurance, decidedly-in favor of the:
Des Moines river route; so-that taking all things. into censideration
the matter is mathematically eertain (except in times of high water
in the Missouri,) the trade of Council Bluffs will incline to follow
down this.improvement.. By-extending this: improvement up the:
Baccoom river;,as: far as. possible;.and. adopting a.rail: plank.road,.of
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other means to cheapen the transit across from the Forks to Coun-
cil Bluffs, the difference will be more in favor of this route, and
must secure the trade of that point.

But it is not this point alone that is reached. We enter the great
valley of the Nebraska, and all the upper branches of the Missouri;
and offer to the commerce of these valleys, the cheapest and most
expeditious route for their products. A country of a thousand
miles extent capable of furnishing vast and unknown agricultural
and mineral preducts, may by wise and discreet energy, in the pros-
ecution of this work, become tributary to the improvement now in
progtress on the Des Moines.

High water in the Missouri, will carry off the trade in that chan-
nel and reverse this calculation. But the Missouri is generally
low, and prices of freight are therefore generally stated high., Take
general rules, and apply the data as you please and you will arrive
at this result. The Des Moines improvement has every reason to
contend for tle travel and trade of the far west.

No other river can compete with the Des Moines in susceptibili-
ty of permanent improvement in this regien, and in competition

:with this design. Neither can a railroad injure our prospects.
Transportation on water, where large crafts, such as flatboats, keel-
boats and steamboats, can easily float, will always be much cheap-
er than on railroads. The heavy products of a country, such as the
agricultural and mineral, will always pursue the ghannels of rivers
when large boats can navigate them; and such is the character of
the Des Moines improvement that flatboats, and even rafts, may
pass down. )

This improvement will cost much less than a railroad.

Ninety-one miles of the work is contracted, and we cannot be
much mistaken in the amount this will cost. I have before stated
that under these contracts to Ottumwa, I estimate the cost at
$477,357 37 for the whole distance ninety-one miles,

This is equal to $5,245 per mile. No competent engineer would
estimate the cost of a permanent railroad and fixtures at less than
$12,000 per mile. So we have constructed for steamboat naviga-
tion for less than half the cost per mile of a good railroad.

I would mot discourage the progress of railroads. On the con-
trary, I regard them of equal if not greater importance than canals.
They will earry travel and light transportation, even. in competitior:
with the best of steamboat navigation. They are especially appli-

12
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cable to a populous country on great lines of thoroughfare. But
most of the heavy agricultural and mineral products, will float
down the channel of our rivers when railrbads have intersegted
them with a thousand lines. = Without the least doubt, and with
increased confidence, I therefore, again respectfully recommend to
the Board, that they continue their undivided energies in the pros-
ecution of this work on the plan adopted and now in full pro-
gress.

1If means can be provided, the first contracts can be completed in
two years. The low price and abundance of produce and labor,
render this period of time the most favorable for pushing forward
the work. Notwithstanding the second letting was made on time,
the work is contracted low, and the assistance of the Board to
procure prompt payment would secure an earlier. and better exe-
cution of the contracts. Economy, and the prosperity of the coun-
try, recommend the early completion of the work to the extent of
the means. The survey of the work above Ottumwa, is already
commenced. 1 shall report progress during the winter, if the
river freezes over, so as to admit of working on the ice. 1
hope to reach the forks of the Des Moines, by the middle of
January.

- Respectfully submitted,

"SAML. R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.

. o
Mr Goodrell moved to dispense with the reading of the Report
of the Board of Public Works.
And,, .
On motion of Mr Griffiith,
Ordered, That 1000 copies of the Report of the Board of Pubhm
Works be printed for the use of the General Assembly.
Mr Read gave notice that on some future day he would ask leave
to introduce
A Bill for an act to amend an act defining the time of holding
elections, for district and county officers, approved January 25th,
1848,
Mr Griffith gave notice that on some future day he would ask
leave to introduce
A Bill for an act to regulate grocery license.

On motion of Mr Goodrell,
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The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the
Governor’s Message.

Mr Goodrell in the chair.

And after some time spent therein, the Committee rose and by
their chairman reported

That the Committee of the Whole House had had under their
consideration the Governor’s Message, and flad referred the same
to appropriate committees.

And the question being put,

Will the House concur therein ?

It was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

That portion of the Governor’s Message relating to the appor-
tionment of members of the General Assembly, was referred to a
Select Committee, consisting of one from each Senatorial District.

Mr McFarland gave notice that on some future day he would ask
leave to introduce

A Bill for an act to straighten the State road from the city of
Keokuk to the city of Burlington, passing through what.is termed
the centre road through the township of Green Bay, in the county
of Lee.

Mr Timmons gave notice that on some future day he would ask
leave to introduce

A Bill to attach the county of Blackhawk to the. county of Ben-
ton, for judicial and electlon purposes.

Also,

A Bill for an act to authorize David W. Klng to establish and
keep aferry at Cedar Rapids, on the Cedar river.

Mr Allison offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That a Standing Committee of five members be ap-
pointed to be called the Committee on the Improvement of the Des
Moines river.

Which resolution was adopted.

Mr Goodrell moved to take from the table,

. H. R. file, No. 2, Joint Resolution for the restriction of slavery.

This motion being put,

It was decided in the negative.

On motion of Mr Griffith, >

Mr Read was excused from serving on the Committee on the Ju-

diciary.
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Mr Goodrell asked leave to be excused from serving as chairman
of the Committee on Roads and Highways.

And the question being put,

It was decided in the affirmative.

Mr Thompson moved to reconsider the vote, on laying Joint Res-
olution for the restrictjon of slavery, on the table. -

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded ;

And were as follows:

Yeas 13,
Nays 24.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs. Allison, Betts, Bourne, Burroughs, Goodrell, McCrary,
McManaman, Stephenson, Tlmmons Thompson, Walker, Williams,
and Woodworth.

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs. Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Collins, Corse, Davidson,
Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony,
McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sargeant, Wey-
and, Wood and Mr Speaker.

So the resolution was not taken from the table.

On motion of Mr McFarland,
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Saturday Morning, December 9th, 1848.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Read presented the petition of William P. Wilson and others,
praying for a charter for a Ferry across the Des Moines River at
Monterey.

+ Which,
On his motion,

Was referred to a Select Committee of three.

Messrs Read, Corse and Mc Farland, were appeinted saxd com-
mittee.’

Mr Allison presented the peti‘ion of Johw Mark and sundry cit-
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izens of Monroe county, praying for the location of a State Road,
therein named.

Which,

‘*  On motion of Mr Goodrell,

Was referred to the committee on Roads and Highways.

Mr Sales offered the following resolution:

- Resolved, That the Standing Committee on Schools, be and are
hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an ap-
propriation, out of the School Funds, for the benefit of mutes in
this States; and that said Committee be required to report by bill or
otherwise.

Which was adopted.

Mr Mahony offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to inform this House
whether the Commissioners, appointed to revise the laws of this
State, are now, or ever have been, in session for the purpose for
which they have been appointed; and if so, whether they have pre-
pared, examined or considered any one Bill, or Bills; or whether
they have in any manner performed arny portion of the duties de-
volving upon them, as Commlssmners to revise and report a Code
of Laws.

Which, the Chair decided must, under the rule of the House, lay
upon the table for one day.

Mr Bourne obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 12, Joint Resolution, authorising the Auditor of
State to audit and allow certain certificates.

Mr Griffith gave notice,

That oh to-morrow, or some future day, he wguld ask leave to in-
troduce ‘

A Bill for an act to repeal an act, entitled ““an act to re-organ-
ize the Supreme Court,” approved January 22nd, 1840.

Mr Riggs, from the committee on Roads and Highways, to whom
was referred the petition of Theophilus Blake and sundry citizens
of Wappello county, reported

H. R. file, No. 18, A Bill for an act to establish a State Road,
from  Eddyville, in Wappello county, to Bloomfield, in Davis coun-
ty.

Mr Allison gave notice that on some future day he would ask
leave to introduce ‘

A Bill for an act making an appropriation for a State Road,
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leading from Agency City to Traders Point, on the Missouri
River. :

Mr Mahony, in pursuance of previous notice given, introduc-
ed, 5

H. R. file, No. 14, A Bill for an act to repeal an act entitled “a
act regulating interest on money.”

H. R. file, No, 3, A Bill for an act to amend an act amendatory
and supplemental to an act to establish Common Schools, approved
January 16th, 1840.

Was read a second time.

And,

On motion of Mr McCrary,

Was referred to the Standing Committee on Common Schools,

H. R. file, No. 5, A Bill for an act to reduce the price of the
Des Moines River lands,

~ Was read a second time.

And,

On motiod of Mr Thompson, :

Was referred to the Standing Committee on the Improvement of
the Des Moines River.

H. R. file, No. 7, A Bill for an act to authorize John A. Mc¢
Farland to keep a Ferry across the Mississippi River at the town of
Montrose,

Was read a second time.

And,

On motion of Mr Griffith,

Was referred to the committee on Incorporations.

H. R. file, No. 8, A Bill for an act to amend the “act to provide
for the management and distribution of the School Fund,

Was read a second time,

And,

On motion of Mr Babbitt,
Was referred to the committee on.Schools.

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr
Rockwell their Secretary:
Mr SpEAKER:
I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate have passed,
Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution asking an appropriation te
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build a bridge, crossing the Des Moines River, on the Military
Road.

Also,

Resolved, by the Senate, the House concurring, that the two
Standmg Committees on Schools confer together and submit a joint
report and Bill for the organization of a Common School System.

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

1 herewith return -

H. R. file, No. 4, A Bill for an act authorizing William S.
Townsend to keep a Ferry across the Missouri River at Traders
Point.

Which has passed the Senate, with the following amendment :

. Sec. 3. This act may be altered or repealed at any time by the
General Assembly of the State.

I herewith presentfor your signature:

Senate file, No. 2, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators and
Representatives in Congress to procure an appropriation to defray
the expense of running the North-Western Boundary of this
State. :

And then he Wlthdrew

H.R. file, No. 9, A Bill for an act relative to Common Schools ;
Was read a second time;
And,
On motion of Mr Timmons,
Was referred to the Committee on Common Schoolsg
H. R. file. No. 10, A Bill for an act to amend an act, entitled
«An Aect for laying out and establishing certain Roads therein nam-
ed,” approved February 18th, 1847.
Was read a second time ;
And,
On motion of Mr Babbitt,
Was
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time on Monday.
H. R. file, No. 11, A Bill for an act to preserve the purity of
Elections ;
Was read a second time.
And,
On motion of Mr Corse,
The usual number of copies were ordered to be printed.
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The Speaker announced the following Standmg Comm1ttee, on
the “Improvement of the Des Moines River:’

Messrs Read, Elmer, Harrison, Allison and Corse.

And also,

The following Select Committee, to take into consideration that
portion of the Governor’s Message relative to the apportionment of
the members of the General Assembly:

Messrs Goodrell, Read, Mc Crary, Riggs, Flint, Babbitt, Sar-
geant, Woodworth, Weyand, Jacobs, Harrison, Bourne, Betts, Ma-
hony and Langton.

On motion of Mr Harrison,
The House adjourned until Monday morning, 10 o’clock.

Monday Morning, December 11th, 1848.
House met pursuant to adjournment.

A message from the Senate by Mr Rockwell, their Secretary.
Mg SpeARER:

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the
Senate have passed

Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution to accept a reconnoisance
and preliminagy survey of the Dubuque and Xeokuk railroad.

In which the concurrence of the House is requested.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 6, An Act to incorporate the city of Keokuk.,

The same having passed the Senate without amendment.

_ And then he withdrew.
On motion of Mr Baker,
- Mr Collins was appointed chairman of the Committee on Roads
and Highways.

Mr Baker presented the memorial of sundry citizens of Jefferson
county, praying for an alteration of the proposed route of the Du-
buque and Keokuk railroad.

Which,

On motion of Mr Weyand,

-
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‘Was referred to the Committee on Roads and Highways.

Mr Williams obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 15, Joint Resolution asking a donation of land for
the improvement of the Muscatine Island.

Which was read the first time.

Mr Griffith gave notice that he would, on to-morrow or some fu-
ture day, ask leave to introduce

A Bill for an act regulating the practice of Physicians, &c.

Mr Collins submitted the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Comimittee on Judiciary are hereby instructed
to report a bill to reduce the number of grand jurors to thirteen, and
petit jurors to the number of twelve, in each county, per session;
also, to reduce the compensation to one dollar per day.

Mr Griffith offered the following amendment:

Strike out ¢ one dollar per day,” and insert, “their fees to be pald
by the parties to the suit.”

Pending which,

On motion of Mr Babbitt,

The resolution was referred to the Committee on the J udlclary

Mr Saleg from the Commlttee on Engrossed Bills, submitted the
following report:

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was referred H. R.
file, No. 10, have instructed me to report that they have examined
the same and find it correctly engrossed.

Mr Collins, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred
the petition of sundry citizens of Jefferson county, praying for the
erection of a Court House on the Public $quare, in the town of

Fairfield, in said county, submitted the following:

" The Select Committee to whom was referred the petition of sun-
dry citizens of Jefferson county, have had the same under their con-
sideration, and have instructed me to report

H. R. file, No. 16, A Bill for an act authorizing the Board of

Commissioners of Jefferson county, to erect a Court House upon the
Public Square,

" Which was gead a first time.

Mr Weyand moved to suspend the 42nd rule and read the billa

second time now.

Which motion, upon being put,

. Was decided in the negative.

" Mr McFarland obtained leave to mtroduce
18
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H. R. file, No. 17, A Bill for an act to authorize George Kiel to
keep a wharf-boat at Fort Madlson
Which was read a first time.
Mr Griffith moved to suspend the 42nd rule and read the bill a
second time now.
Which motion being put,
Was decided in the negative.
Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce
H. R. file,; No. 18, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators and
Representatives in Congress to procure an appropriation to pay the
citizens of Towa, for services rendered in the. Missouri war.
Which was read a first time.
Mr Griffith obtained leave to introduce
H. R. file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for the adjournment of the
General Assembly.
Which was read a first time.
H. R. file, No. 12, Joint Resolution authonzmg the Auditor of
State to audit and allow certain certificates; .
Was read a second time.
Mr Bourne moved to suspend the 42nd rule and reid the Joint
Resolution a third time now;
Which motion was disagreed to.
And,
On motion of Mr Babbitt,
The Resolution was referred to the Committee on Claims.
H. R. file, No. 13, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
from Eddyville to Bloomfield ;
Was read a second time.
And, .
On motion of Mr Alli<on,
Was referred to the Sianding Committee on Roads and Highways.
H. R. file, No. 14, A Bill for an act to repeal an act entitled “an
act regulating interest on money;”’
Was read a second time. '
And, *
On motion of Mr Timmons,
Was referred to the Standing Committee on the Judiciary.
Mr Mahony’s resolution asking infoymation from the Governor,
concerning the Committee of Revision,
Was read a second time.
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"And the question being put,

«Shall the Resolution be adopted ?”

It was decided in the affirmative. .

‘H. R. file, No. 10, An Act to amend an act entitled “an act for
laying out certain roads therein named,” approved, Feb. 18, 18483

Was read u third time, passed and its title agreed to.

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr

Rockwell, their Secretary.

Mz SPEAKER: 4

I am directed to inform the House of Repr’esentatives that the
Senate have this morning reconsidered the vote taken on Saturday,
on the passage of

H. R. file, No. 6, An Act to incorporate the city of Keokuk.

And then he withdrew.

Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution asking an appropriation to
build a bridge across the Des Moines river, at the crossing of the
military road;

Was taken from the table and read a first time.

And,

On motion of Mr McFarland,

The 42nd rule was suspended and the Joint Resolution was read
a second and third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Griffith obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 20, Joint Resolution requiring the Secretary of
State to certify to the bill of Spalding & Phelps;

Was read a first time. _

Senate Resolution requesting a conference of the Standing Com-
mittees on Common Schools, of both Houses, for the purpose of re-
porting a bill for a Common School system;

Was taken from the table and read a first time.

And, <

On motion of Mr Mahony,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the résolution was read a second
and third time, and adopted.

H. R. file, No. 4, A Bill for an act authorizing William S. Town-
send to keep a ferry across the Missouri river at Traders Point ;

Was taken from the table.

And the question being put,
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«Will the House concur in the amendment made by the Senate?”

It was decided in the affirmative.

. The Speaker laid before the House the following communication
from Thomas H. Benton, Jr., Superintendent of Public Instruc-

tion: :

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUB-
LIC INSTRUCTION.

OFFICE OF SUP'T OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, g
Iowa Crry, Iowa, Dxc. 4th, 1848,

* GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE

axp House or REPRESENTATIVES

In accordance with the provisions of the 83d section of the act of
the General Assembly of Iowa, of February 25th, 1847, entitled
« An act supplemental and amendatory to ‘an act to establish Com-
mon Schools,’ approved January 18th, 1840, I beg leave to submit
the following report: .

I gave bond to the Governor, and took and subscribed the oath of
office required by law, and entered upon the discharge of my offi-
cial duties, on the 23d day of May last, and immediately forwarded
to the Registers of the Land Offices in this State, as required by the
Circular of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, of Au-
gust 6th, 1847, and also to the Department at Washington, the evi-
dence of my authority to act as Agent of the State, in selecting the
500,000 acres of land, granted under the 8th section of the act of
Congress, of September 4th, 1841. Being unadvised of the. situa-
tion of lands reportied during the year 1847, as part of the above
grant, I addressed a letter to the Registers on the subject, and was
informed by them that nene of the selections thus made had been
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withheld from sale. (See copy of their letters pages 7 and 8 of my
circular of Sept. 18th, 1848.)

Upon due examination of the act of the General Assembly, §nti-
tled, “an act to legalize the sale of School lands,” approved Janu-
ary 25th, 1848, it was found inapplicable to the grant in question,
as the State had acquired no title to any part of the land. Under
these circumstances, and coneceiving a uniform system in the selec-
tion and disposition of these lands essential, I prepared a series of
blank forms for the purpose, with a circular of instructions, in
- which I required the Fund Commissioners to rescind the contracts,
and to refund the money for that portion of the land which had been
sold by the General Government, and to renew them for the re-
mainder, and to re-report it to this office, if desired to do so by the
purchasers. I forwarded a package of these documents, together
with a circular to Inspectors, to each of the Fund Commissioners in
the latter part of June last. The officers proceeded without delay
to engage in the respective duties assigned them, but as many pro-
visions of the School law were found ambiguous and indefinite, they
were soon involved in doubt and uncertainty. Finding that many
of the school districts, in consequence of these embarrassments,
were not organized in time for the Directors to make their report
as required by law, and being desirous of remedying, if possible,
the evils arising from the diversity of sentiment relative to its prac-
tical operations, I issued another circular on the 18th of September,
1848, reviewing the different provisions to which my attention had
been directed, and giving such advice as I deemed best calculated to
promote the interests of education. But notwithstanding these re-
peated efforts the organization is yet incomplete. As a general
thing the officers have endeavored to perform their duty, but their
efforts have been partially paralyzed by manifest indifference on
the part of the people. Under these circumstances I did not con-
sider it prudent to commence a tour through the State, for the pur-
pose of lecturing in the townships, as my efforts must necessarily
have been limited 1o a very small portion of it, while the remain-
der would have been totally neglected. Under the convietion that
nore general good could be accomplished by correspondence, and
from the fact that eommunications from different parts of the State,
aéking for information relative to some particular provision of the
faw, were almost daily received, I have confined my labors thus far
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chiefly to this class of the duties assigned me, and have endeavered
as far as possible, to answer the numerous and complicated inter-
rogations ‘which have been propounded.

The reports - of the Fund Commissioners aré by no means as full
and satisfactory, as I had reason to expect they would have béen,
when I prepared the forms for them. Taking into consideration,
however, the incipient stage of our School system, my expectations
were probably too sanguine. They have manifested a desire to
comply strictly with the requirements of the law, and of the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction. In the absence of correct-data, .
from which to gather information for their reports, they have been
enabled to furnish but few items of interest, aside from those more
directly connected with the duties of their office. (See abstracts of
reports marked A, B, C and D.)

The obstacles, presented by the township, and district officers,
are briefly as follows: ~

THE FORMATION OF DISTRICTS.

Much difficulty has arisen during the last summer; relative to the
formation and alteration of School Districts. This duty under the
present law is performed by the Inspector, but as no rule is pre-
scribed by which he shall be governed, being left entirely o his
own discretion, he is frequently at a loss to know how to proceed.
Some have been governed by the present, and others by the future
prospects of the district, and either rule has occasionally failed to
give entire satisfaction. Indeed, in some portions of the State, the
feeling thus created has proven almost fatal to the establishment of
schools. Several instances have been reported, (one very recently
from Linn and Benton counties) where an isolated settlement has
been made by a few families, on either side the boundary line be-
tween two adjoining counties, so as to render it impossible to em-
brace them in a school district, without including the whole settle-
ment. Some provision should be made to meet their wants. From
- the fact that our population will, for many years to come, be scat-
tered over an extensive district of country, the settlements confined
mostly to the groves, separated by uninhabited prairies, it will be
exceedingly difficult to adopt any plan for the formation of districts
that will be likely to give entire satisfaction. I would suggest the
propriety. however, of assigning this duty to at least three officers,
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instead of one, with some general rules by which they are to be gov-
erned, whose action should be binding and final for a fixed period.
. -

THE EXAMINATION OF TEACHERS.
.

The law requires that the ¢ Inspector shall. examine all persons
presenting themselves touching their abilities to teach, both in re- .
gard to their education, and their moral character, and if he find
said persons qualified, he shall give a certificate to this purport.”
The difficulty here presented is, that the extent of qualification ne-
cessary is not stated.  This arises from the fact that the branches
of education necessary to be taught in our schools are not prescrib-
ed. I consider it a matter of interest, involving, to some extent,
the future success af our school s&stem, that they should be designa-
ted in thelaw. This omission creates embarrassment, both with the
inspector and the directors, The former is urfable to determine the
extent of his duty, and the latter may deem it proper to require
duties of the teacher, after he has received a certificate, which the
Inspecter does not consider him obligated to perform. - A misun-
derstanding is thus produced, whlqh proves very detnmental to the

cause of education.

Under the present system, “all white persons in the district be-
tween the ages of five and twenty-one years,’are thrown indiserim-
inately together, embracing pupils of every grade, from children in
the alphabet, to young men far advanced in the classics, which must
result in confusion, and serious inconvenience to the teacher and di-
rectors in the establishment of correct discipline. - This may be ob-
via-ed by the creation of different departments in the schools, sepa-.
rating the pupils in the primary branches, from those more advanced,
requiring of the latter an amount in dddition to which they are enti-
tled to receive from the school fund, in proportion to the additional
instruction which they may require. ~While it is very desirable to
introduce the higher branches of education into our common schools,
our first and chief object should be to impart the blessings of prima-
ry instruction to every child in the State. It is certainly wise to
determine, in the very organization of our school system, what we
propose to accomplish, lest in extending our efforts too much, with
our present means, they may prove abortive.

With a view of remedying these evils, I would recommend that
authority be conferred on the people of the larger towns and villages;
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to create, within their corporate limits, a system of public instrue-
tion, under the direction of the regularly constituted town authori-
ties, conflected with the general system of the State, and subject in

@like manner to the General Assembly, with power tolevya tax, in
addition to the apportionment of the schoool money to which they
would be entitled, which would enable them to found a higher or-
der of schools than we can hope, under existing circumstances, to
establish in the more thinly settled portions of the State. The pres-
ent system is certainly not adequate to their wants. This will af-
ford also some criterion for the examination of teachers. This class
of schools might include a thorough eourse of academic instruction,
while, as a general thing through the State, the' primary branches
only would be necessary. Thus individuals proposing to become
teachers, fnight obtain a certificate as to their actual qualifications,
which would enable them to obtain employment in whichever class
of these schocls it would show them competent for.

I would further recommend that the duty of examining teachers
should be assigned to a county instead of a township officer. It is
desirable to elevate the standard in reference to the qualification of
teachers. An individual of une%ceptionable moral character, and .
of extensive literary and intellectual attainments, may still be in a
very small degree qualified for the business of teaching. He must
have a thorough knowledge of the peculiar art of imparting instruc-
tion, the relative influences which operate on the moral, intellectual
and physical man, and be well versed in the Taws to be applied for
his government—in & word his whole soul must be engrossed with
the arduous, yet pleasing task of governing, training and cultivating
the youthful mind. To enable him to do this successfully, he must
be compensated for his toil, that his own mind may not be harrassed
and perplexed with pecuniary embarrassment. The compensation
of good teachers in the west is by no means eommensurate with
their services. It is to be regretted that the greater portion of our:
population do not appear to be alive to their own interests on this
subject. Indeed, with many, teachers seem to be considered a sort
of article of merchandize. Hence we often hear the inquiry made:
for “cheap teachers,” when in reality the services of seme of them
would be dear at any price. In this way worthy and eompetent men
are frequently forced teabandon their profession, and to seek some
other means of subsistence. ¥t may not be inapprepriate here to.
insert the following extract from the last annual report of the Su-
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perintendent of Common Schools of New York, showing the com-
pensation of teachers for three successive years:

«The average for the whole year in 1845, for the male teachers
was $13,81; in 1846, $15,42, and in 1847, $15,99; and for fe-
males in 1845, $6,50; in 1846, $6,69, and in 1847, $6,99 exhibit-

- ing a small but annual increase of wages paid to teachers. The
number of teachers under eighteen years of age found employed at
both visitations was 2,322, of whom 1,969 were females ; and there
were 1,943 over thirty years old, of whom 1,434 were males. The
residue of the number were between eighteen and thirty years of"
age.” :

gBy the last report of the Secretary of the Board of Education of

the State of Massachusetts, for 1846—47, the average wages paid
teachers per month, including f)_oard, was $32,46 for males, and
$13,60 for females. -

In the ordinary business of life, when we design constructing
some permanent work of art, in order to insure success, we are lav-
ish in the expenditure of means for thé purpose of procuring the
services of the best architects to prosecute the work, but when our
object is to mould and fashion the imperishable intellect, and to
adorn and beautify the human mind, we reverse the rule, and se-
lect the cheapest, and often the most inefficient men of the profes-
sion for the task. It is certainly proper to use all laudable exer-
tions so to curtail the expenses of education as to place it within the
reach of every class of community, but it is equally true that this is
not to be accomplished by the erection of cheap school houses, and
the employment of cheap teachers. The first step to be taken in
the establishment of a permanent school, is the construction of a
comfortable school house, well supplied with such conveniences as
will offer every inducement to pupils fo prosecute their studies
with zeal and interest. It is next important to secure the services
of a faithful, competent teacher. It is true that such an individual
will require a more liberal remuneration, than these who teach as a
mere matter of convenience, but I think I may say with safety, that
he will compensate his employers ten fold by the additional services
which he is qualified to render. The following forcible remarks
are from the pen of a gentlemen of New York, of extensive practi-
cable information on the subject, in a work on the “theory and
practice of teaching.”

“The profession of teaching is advancing. The present standard

19



-

146 JOURNAL OF THE

of acquirements demanded of the teacher, excludes many who were
considered quite respectable ten years ago. This may well be so,
for within that time quite an advance has been made in the compen-
sation offered to teachers. Itis but reasonmable that acquirement
should keep pace with the reward of it. Indeed the talent and at-
tainment broughtinto the field, must always be in advance of the
rate of compensation. The people must be first convinced that
teachers are better than they were years ago, and they will be rea-
dy to reward them. In Massachusetts, according to statistics in the
possession of the Hon. Horace Mann, Secretary of the Board of
Education, the compensation of teachers within ten years has ad-
vanced thirty-three per cent.; nor is it reasonable to suppose that
this advance has been made independent of any improvement among
the teachers. Their system of supervision has increased in strict-
ness, in the same time, in an equal? ratio; and many teachers who
were entirely incompetent for their places, have thus been driven
to other employments.”

THE ORGANIZATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS.

The second section of the law provides, *“that there shall be an-
nually, an election on the first Tuesday of April, in each school dis-
trict, for the purpose of choosing three Directors,” but does not
designate the manner in which the election shall be conducted.
No one is empowered to act as judge of the election or to issue cer-
tificates to the officers elect. In the absence of this information the
primary proceedings in the organization .of different districts have
been so materially different, that doubts have arisen in the minds
of many with regard to their legality, which has had a tendency to
retard the erection of school houses, and the establishment of
schools. There are in every community a few persons who are not
likely to be satisfied with anything of a public nature, where the
voice of the majority is t& govern, who avail themselves of these
discrepancies to increase and perpetuate existing difficulty, which
results in discouraging those who. feel more deeply interested.
Hence it is a matter of importance that the various duties to be per-
formed either by the officers or electors of the district should be
clearly and minutely defined.

The same section of the law further provides that ¢any person
who is a permanent resident in said district, shall be eligible to

vote at said elections,” which is incompatible with the 1st section
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of the 3rd article of the constitution. The 3rd section of the act to
authorize a district school tax provides that “the vote shall be taken
in favor of or against a tax, which shall be viva voce,” which is at
variance with the 6th section of the above article of the constitution.
These contradictory requirements have led to a corresponding dif-
ference of opinion as to the manner of voting in district elections,
which has tended to confirm, rather than remove existing doubts.
In some instances the electors have voted by ballot, in others viva
voce, and in others by raising the hand. When consulted, I have
advised the method designated by the constitution. Doubts exist
in the minds of some as to whether the directors can establish more
than one school in the district. The law appears to contemplate but
one, but a departure from this rule will occasionally be almost una-
voidable. It would probably be well to leave it to the people of the -
district to determine,

As T observed, in another part of this report, many of the dis-
tricts were not organized in time for the directors to make their re-
ports as required by law. Being convinced that this resulted main-
ly from the imperfections of the law, and desirous to afford each dis-
trict ample opportunity to be fullg prepared to receive its appor-
tionment of the school money in March next, I urged upon the in-
spectors and. directors, in my circular of September 18th, (see
pages 14 and 15) the necessity of immediately organizing those dis-
tricts which had been neglected, and requested them to forward
special reports of the number of persons between the ages of five
and twenty-one years, in time for them to be submitted to the Gen-
eral Assembly. Though sufficient time has since elapsed to com-
plete the organization throughout the State, comparatively a small

number of these reports have as yet been recelved (See state-
ment E.) ‘

(S
PROVIDING SCHOOL HOUSES,

The 5th section of the law requires “that the directors shall em-
ploy a teacher, provide a suitable house and see that it is well sup-
plied with books, fuel and stationery,” and the latter part of the
4th section says, that call moneys necessary for the erection and
furnishing school houses shall be raised by voluntary subscription.”
This latter clause, however, is repealed by ‘an act to authorize a
district school tax,” approved January 25th, 1848. By this act
authority is conferred for raising means for the “purpose of build-
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ing school houses and furnishing the same,” but no mode.of procur-
ing them in case the district determine not to build, is prescribed.
Most of'the districts the present year have been under the necessi-
ty of renting instead of building, and the directors have been at a
loss to determine how the rent shall be paid, whether by voluntary
subscription, a district school tax, or from the school fund. The
latter conclusion has been most generally adopted, and while I am
induced to believe it correct as the law now stands, yet it is certain-
ly unwise that any portion of the school money should be used for
this purpose. Ample provision should be made for building, rent-
ing, purchasing and furnishing school houses.

It may here be proper to remark that the act of January 25th,
1848, is to some extent deficient in this respect. While it may suit
the less densely populated portions of the State, very well, it is not
at all adequate to the wants of the larger towns. In each of them
we should have at least from one to three good school houses. By
this I do not mean a school house in the ordinary acceptation of the
term, but a permanent edifice constructed on the most improved
plan, with different apartments, so that the pupils in the primary
and academic departments may be separated and classified. The
academic department should b@sub-divided into male and female.

In this way we would soon succeed in establishing a number of
the first order of female seminaries, which is certainly of vital im-
portance. Thus many of our most worthy citizens, who are not
able to incur the expense of sending their daughters to other States
to be instMucted, would have it in their power to bestow upon them
a liberal education. The erection of school houses of this kind
will cost from $1,500 to $3,000 each. This is considered at first
sight an enormeus expense to incur for such an object, and the con-
clusion is that a much cheaper class of buildings will do for the
present. But it should be borne in mind that it is a permanent
work, when once completed, the expense is not to be incurred again.
The influence exerted upon the minds of pupils provided with such
an edifice would be almost incalculable. Men are prone to conform
themselves to the objects which surround them, and this rule is no
less applicable to youth, than to persons of maturer years. If, for
example, a man, whose moral and intellectual culture has been
properly attended to, becomes the daily patron of a brothel, he will
soon retrograde, and become assimilated in feelings and habits to
the appearance of things around him. On the same principle,
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youth, when thrown together promiécuously in an uncomfortable,
badly arranged school house, will become familiar with the daily
scene of confusion, and will gradually conform to it, an® the old
school house becomes an apology with both teacher and pupils for
the absence of discipline. On the other hand when the very halls
in which they study, present, hourly to their view the great law of
neatness and order, they will feel themselves morally obligated to
make their conduct correspond. Each school of this class should
be under the direction of a compegtent teacher as principal, with as-
sistants whose qualifications and compensation should correspond
with the duties of the respective departments assigned them.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF TEACHERS.

It is made the duty of the directors to employ teachers. In addi-
tion to the difficulty presented in another paragraph of this report,
they have been embarrassed in discharging this duty from the fact
that no express provision is made by which the teacher shall hold
the district amenable .and recover his compensation by suit. In
some instances the directors, being apprehensive that they might
lay themselves individually liable, have been disinclined to take any
steps for procuribg teachers. Many of the districts have as yet no
property in their corporate. capacity, and consequently in case of
failure to meet the deficiency due the teacher, he is left without le-
gal remedy, and is compelled to rely entirely on voluntary contribu-
tions. Thus both the teacher and the directors have become indif-
ferent in reference to the establishment of schools. This defect may
be remedied by -authorizing the directors to collect the deficiency
by a tax within the district.

In some portions of the State complaints have arisen in regard to
the number of days which constitute a schools term of one quarter.
From the information I have been able to gather on the subjéct, ac-
cording to the custom of different States, the time varies from sixty
to seventy-eight days. It is certainly requisite that some fixed pe-
riod should be established by law.

THE LOCATION OF SCHOOL HOUSES.

The location of a school house will generally form a source of dis-
satisfaction to some of the inhabitants of the district. This is more
than likely to be the case in the newly settled portions of the State.
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By the present law the electors of the district determine the site by
a majority vote, and consequently a large minority are frequently
dissatisfled, and if disposed to do anything in establishing a school,
give it merely a negative support. It is probably the most difficult
thing in adopting a system of public instruction, to devise a plan for
the location of school houses which will give satisfaction. Ibeg
leave to call your attention to the following provision of the scheol
law of New York on the subject: »

“ Whenever a school house shall have been built or purchased
for a district, the site of such school house shall not be changed, nor
the building thereon be removed, as long as the district shall remain
unaltered, upless by the consent, in writing, of the town Superin-
tendents of common schools, of the town or towns within which
such district shall be situated, stating that in their opinion such re-
moval is necessary ; nor then unless a majority of all the taxable in-
habitants of said district, to be ascertained by taking and recording
the ayes and noes, at a special meeting called for that purpose, shall
eb in favor of such new site.”

THE APPORTIONMENT OF SCHOOL FUNDS TO DISTRICTS.

The 10th section of the law requires that the Inspector “shall,
within ten days after receiving any school money, proceed, in the
presence of one or more trustees of the township, to apportion the
same to the several districts the amount which each district may be
entitled to—taking the number of - persons reported as the basis of
said dividend.” By this it is apparent, in case the district has been
regularly organized, and has reported aceording to law, that the por-
tion of the school money to which it is-entitled- upon the faith of
said report, is retained in the hands of the Inspector subject to their
order.

By the 11th section it is made his duty to ¢ pay over to each dis-
trict the amount due said district whenever called for by the Di-
rectors : Provided, that no moneys shall, be paid to any district
which has not had a school taught three months in the year prece-
ding such application.”” The month of March being made the ter-
mination of the fiscal year, the question arises, in the event a school
has not been taught three months in the year, thus computed, prior
to the application for funds, can the district still apply for and re-
ceive said apportionment at some subsequent time, when the provis-
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jons of the 1lth section have been complied with? or will it be
retained by the Inspector, to be apportioned with other funds the
*following spring ?

]
THE COUNTY SCHOOL TAX.

The School Fund Commissioners have also met with impediments
similar to those to which the township and district officers have
been subject. Prior to the publication of my circular of June last,
I ascertained that different constructions were given by them to that
portion of the law which provides for a county school tax. Some
were of opinion that a permanent fund was contemplated, to be
loaned out, and the interest only, to be distributed annually for the
support of schools, while others were of opinion that the entire
amount was to be apportioned  annually to the townships. = The
former view is certainly most consistent with the language of, the
law, while the latter was doubtless intended by the General As-
sembly.

To remove thedifficulty I recommended to the Fund Commission-

_ ers inthe circular last referred to, (see pages 8 and 9) to retain

the tax in their possession till the meeting of the General Assembly,
that the law might be amended in time for the distribution on the
first of March next.

THE ALLOTMEMT, VALUATION AND SALE OF SCHOOL LANDS,

By the Ist section of ¢“an act to provide for the management and
disposition of the school fund,” approvad February 25th, 1847, the
township trustees are required to allot and appraise the 16th sec-
tion, but the manner in which this duty shall be performed is not
clearly specified. Some of them have allotted by imaginary lines,
others have employed surveyors to make an actual survey, and in a
few instances they have neglected to do anything. Various reasons
are assigned for this neglect. - Some have refused because they con-
sidered the 16th section the property of the township, others be-
cause no compensation was allowed for making the survey, and in
some of the new counties they have deemed it improper to bring the
land into market till the settlement of the country around it would
create a demand for it.  The latter conclusion, though at variance
with the law, is certainly prudent. The refusal of the Fund Com-
missioners to defray the expenses of surveying, not feeling author-
ized to do-so, gave rise to much dissatisfaction.
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With the view of having the matter amicably and fairly adjusted,
I requested them in my circular of September 18, 1848, to forward
the bills, for expenses incurred in the allotment, with their annual
reports, that they might be submitted to the General Assembly. A
few only have been received, which I transmit herewith, (see state-
ment F.)

By the 2d section the right of pre-emption is granted te settlers,
but the amount of land they shall be permitted to pre-empt is not
designated. In view of this I have advised the adoption, in refer-
ence to quantity, of the rule prescribed by the act of Congress on,
the subject, if the extent of the improvement would justify it.
There should be some limit specified in the law, proportionate to
the extent of the improvements, fixing also the compensation of the
appraisers, who should be required te act under oath. The ques-
tion has also been propounded, whether that portion of the 16th
- section which remain unsold when offered at public szle can be dis-
posed of at private sale? 1 gave it as my opinion that it could, but
in such cases I think there should be some restrictions.

THE COLLECTION OF FINES, FO.RFEITURES, ETC.

By the twenty-second section of the law, funds of this class are
appropriated for the support of schools within the county where
they accrue. I was informed by the Fund Commissioner of Wap-
pello county, in October last, that an order had been drawn on him
by the County Commissioners for fees and costs, in a suit for the
collection of fines, on the ground that they were appropriated by
law for the use of schools, that the expenses of collecting them
should comsequently be paid out of the schoolifund. Not feelmg
authorized to pay it he declined deing so, and requested my opinion
in the case. I coincided with him fully in his views, and advised
him to resist payment and test the question by suit, if necessary.
He subsequently informed me that an agreed case between one of
the claimants and himself, in behalf of the schoel fund, was sub-
mitted to the District Court, and decided in his favor. The lan-
guage of the law I think is sufficiently clear on the subjeet. In
some counties the question has been raised whether these fines shall
be received by the Fund Commissioners in county orders? I am
‘informed by a gentleman from Clinton county that it was decided,
at a recent term of the court in that-county, that they should be
paid in cash. In most cases, however, they have been paid in coun-
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ty orders., The Fund Commissioner of Dubuque county reports
the sum of $1,070 65 of this class of funds on hand, and suggests
that it would be injudicious to apportion it next spring, from th
consideration that it is fifty per cent. below par. The following is
an extract from his letter, accompanying his report:

. My report shows $2,037 39 “money appropriated and not paid
over”—to wit: arising from taxes $693, from interest on perma-
nent fand $256 07, and from all other sources $1,888 32—of this
latter sum $1,070 65 is in Dubuque county orders, and is not
available, unless at a sacrifice of one-half. Iam of opinion that the
interest of the school fund will be advanced by holding these orders
till the full amount can be realized, which will probably be in the
course of three years.”

It is of worthy remark that the Auditor’s report shows a very
heavy increase in the revenue of this county during the past year.

A case has been presented by the Fund Commissioner of Davis
county, as follows: an individual was indicted for a breach of the
laws, and gave security for his appearance. The recognizance was
forfeited, and judgment obtained for the recovery of two forfeitures
of $200 each. Execution was issued to the sheriff, and returned
by him, with the property levied upon endorsed upon it, without
making the money, which appears to have been done in conformity
with the instructions of the prosecuting attorney. The matter was
subsequently compromised by the County Commissjoners, by re-,
ceiving the sum of $100 in full for costs in the case. As this
money would have accrued to the school fund, the Fund Commis-
sioner considered it his duty to lay it before you. I presume all
necessary information concerning it can be obtained from the repre-
sentation from that county.

By the 29th section of the law I am required, “annually on the
first day of J anuary, to transmit to each School Fund Commissioner
the amount of the proceeds of the permanent fund which were ap-
portioned for distribution to his county, under the provisions of the
twenty-eighth section of this act.” It willbe remembered that the
first of January of each year is the day on which the interest on the
permanent fund is to be paid to the Fund Commissioners, and, con-
sequently, being unadvised of the amount paid in, I could not trans-
mit to them the amount apportioned to each one that day. In antic-
ipation of your action in the matter, I have requested them to make

20 '



154 JOURNAL OF THE

a special report of the interest paid in on the first of Jaguary next,
as early thereafter as possible. .

On the 10th of August last I addressed a letter to the Commis-
Noner of the General Land Office relative to the five per cent. fund,
and was advised by him, under date of August 25th, 1848, that the
account had been adjusted up to December 31st, 1847, showing a
balange to the credit of the State fo $16,422 05, and that I would
be informed by the First Comptroller of the Treasury of the neces-
sary means to be adopted to obtain it. Having received no intelli-
gence from the Comptroller, I addressed him a letter under date of
- November 25th, 1848. (See copy of correspondence marked G.)

The Trustees of the University met on the 20th ultimo. [In de-
termining their respective terms of service the result was as fol-
lows: .
Messrs, Briggs, Gower, Lyon, Foster and Bates, two years;
Starr, Matson, Parvin, Vincent and McCrary, four years ; and Ach-
ison, Woodward, Sunyder, Downey and Carleton, six years. Mr.
Vincent I am informed has removed from the State.

They have decided that the organization of the literary depart-
ment is inexpedient till they are enabled to realize revenue suffi-
cient for the purpose from the sale of the University lands, but
_ have resolved to organize the law and medical departments as soon
as the necessary arrangements can be made, upon condition that the
attendant expenses shall be met without drawing upon the perma-
nent fund. A number of gentlemen of both professions have vol-
unteered their services to carry such an arrangement into effect at
an early day. This is certainly both a noble and a practicable en-
terprise, for it will be borne in mind that these departments are
self supporting in their character. We have some of the first or-
der of talent in the country among tle legal and medical men of our
State, and there is no good reason why a thorough course of lec-
tures may not be delivered in each of these departments the ensu-
ing winter, the present season being too far advanced. Indeed I
feel fully assured that it will be done. Were it not for the fear of
protracting this report to too great a length, I would like to present
some, facts to show the necessity of sucha project. I will simply
add that, from an estimate made by a committee, appointed to confer
with the Board, out of 272 practicing physicians in the State, 182
are without the evidence of qualification. The result in reference
to the legal profession would doubtless be similar. Only a smail
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portion of the University lands have been selected by the agent. I
am advised by a letter from him, that he is now actively engaged in
prosecuting the work, and will be at the Capital some time in Janu-
ary. The selections thus far made, are said to be of the best qual-
ity. It will be important in filling the vacancies of the Board of
Trustees, to select a quorum adjacent to the seat of the institu-
tion.

1 would suggest the proprlety of providing for the collection of a
State Cabinet, for the use of the University, under the direction of
the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The geology and miner-
ology of our own State would afford some of the most beautiful and
valuable specimens. I feel assured that our citizens would take
pride in promoting such an enterprise. A small appropriation
would be necessary to construct temporary cases in one of the pub-
lic rooms. . ,

I conceive it but an act of justice that something should be done
for the colored population of Iowa. We have but few of them
among us, yet some of them own valuable property, upon which
they are compelled to pay a school tax, without participating in the
distribution. They should certainly be remunerated, and where it
is not possible to establish schools for their benefit, they should be
paid their apportionment of the school money, upon condition that it
should be applied to purposes for which it was designed, with the
privilege of employing teachers themselves. -

In order to remove the continued source of perplexity, ‘which has
attended our operations during the past year, I would respectfully
recommend the passage of a special act by the General Assembly,
at an early day, recognizing all regularly organized districts, which
have reported the number of persons between the ages of five and
twenty-one years, either by regular or special reports, prior to this
date, as entitled to their apportionment of the school money, upon
the faith of said reports, giving them power to apply for, and re-
ceive the same at any time previous to the first of July, 1849, when
the provisions of the 11th section have been complied with. Also,
providing for the distribution, among said districts, of the county
school tax in March next, and all funds then in the hands of the
Fund Commissioners, County Treasurers, or any of the school offi-
cers, designed to be disbursed annually for the support of schools,
giving to each district the privilege of dividing the same between
the two past years, and of appropriating to each school, where they
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have had more than one in a district, such proportion thereof as a
majority of the electors may determine.

Through the politeness of the Hon. Christopher Morgan, Super-
intendent of Common Schools, of the State of New York, and the
Hon. Horace Mann, former Secretary of the Board of Education of
the State of Massachusetts, I have been furnished with the last an-
nual report of their respective States, together with a volume of the
New York school law, forms and instructions for the present year.
Mr. W. W, Garner, of our own State, has also favored me witta
volume of the revised school law of Ohio. These documents I find
replete with interesting information, and regret that time will not
allow me to present many valuable statistics which mlght be gath-
ered from them. » .

It is desirable that there should be some uniformity in the selec- .

tion of books to be used in our schools, By our present law no par-
ticular text books are designated, nor is it made the duty of any of-
ficer to recommend them. I think it would be judicious for the
General Assembly to make a selection themselves, or to authorize
the Superintendent to do so. It would certainly tend to increase

N

the interest in the schools, and to diminish the labor of teachers. -

In view of the present irregularity in this particular, no induce-
ment is offered for the introduction of the latest and most improved
works. Able and experienced literary men have labored for years
in arranging a series of text books, well adapted for the instruction
of youth, and if we wish to avail ourselves of the result of their in-
vestigations, we must adopt as far as practicable some one of the
excellent systems which have been presented. Some very popular
works have recently emanated from the pen of George. R. Perkins,
A. M., Professor of Mathematics in the New York State Normal
School. I observe that Webter’s Quarto Dictionary (unabridged, )
revised by Prof. Chauncey A. Goodrich, of Yale College, is attract-
ing the attention of the friends of common schools in the eastern
States. In some of them it is extensively introduced. The work
is spoken of in terms of the highest commendation by the press and
literary men, both in this country and in Europe. Nothing would
" afford me more pleasure than to see at least one copy of it procured
by each of the schools in this State, as the foundation of a library.
This would enable us to establish a uniform standard of orthogra-
phy, which is certainly ah important consideration. The work is
very much reduced in price, with the view of bringing it into gen-
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eral use. The following extract from the London Literary Gazette
of April 1st, 1848, is worthy of special notice:

«Theé original edition of the American Dictionary is too well
known and appreciated in England to require us to dwell at length
on its plan and execution. In the present edition Prof. Goodrich
has been ably assisted by several eminent men, each distinguished
in his own sphere of inquiry; and the result is in the highest de-
gree satisfactory. The work is a noble monument of erudition, and
indefatigable research ; and the style and accuracy of its typography
‘would do honor to the press of* any country in Europe. This vol-
ume must find its way into all our public and good private libraries,
for it provides the English student with a mass of "the most valua-
ble information, which he would in vain seek for elsewhere.”

By the kindness of Mr. R. Spaulding, hookseller and stationer,
Dubuque, Iowa, I have been supplied with a set of Astronomical
Maps, prepared by Prof. H. Mattison, of New York, with. an ac-
companying volume of explanations, of some two hundred pages, to
which I would invite the special attention of the General ‘Assembly
and the friends of education. It may be thought by some that the
science of Astronomy is too intricate for children, but no conclusion
can be more erroneous. The mind is formed for research and in-
vestigation, and nothing is better calculated to excite the admiration
and fix the attention of children, and lead them to contemplate their
present and future destiny, than an examination of the wonderful
and harmonious mechanism of the universe which is daily unfolded
to their view. The design of the author of this work has been so
to simplify and illustrate the subject, as to bring it within the com-
prehension of the smallest children embraced within our schools.
Too much cannot be said in favor of this valuable production, and I
hope I am not too sanguine in flattering myself that it will soon be
introduced in the schools of Iowa. The maps will serve-as an or-
nament to our school rooms, and eccasional exercises upon them
will tend to break the monotony consequent upon the prosecution
of less interesting studies.

The American Manual, designed for thie use of schools and acade-
mies, by Joseph Bartlett Burleigh, A. M., a member of the Balti-
more bar, and President of Newton College, with marginal exercis-
es, and an invaluable series of statistical and biographical tables, is
a work of paramount interest to American youth. It presents in a
condensed and explicit form a fund of information, which could onlty
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be acquired by unwearied application and laborious research with-
out it. The author is a practical teacher of twenty years experi-
ence, and is a zealous and devoted friend to the cause of universal
education.

THE SCHOOL LAW.

I have referred to many of the defects of the above law to which
my attention has been called by written and verbal information. It
is not to be expected under existing circumstances that any system
can be adopted which will be entirely free from objection. I would
recommend, however, the repeal of the present law, and the passage
of a new one, retaining as far as practicable the names by which the
respective officers are now designated and the general outlines of
the present law. The idea that the more concisc the luw is made
the better it will subserve our purposes is certainly erroneous.
The various duties required of the respective officers acting under
it should be definitely and minutely set forth. In this position, I
think I am sustained by the experience and practice of older States.
The school law of Pennsylvania comprises a volume of some twenty
pages, that of New York, (acknowledged to be one of the best in
existence ) about forty, and that of Ohio about seventy, Much in-
convenience has been experienced during the past summer for the
want of a sufficient number of copies of the school law. WhenI
entered upon my duties in the spring, I received 500 copies from
the Secretary of State. I had a corresponding number of the
amendments printed, and attached the two together, and distributed
" them through the several counties. Being printed, however, mere-
ly in pamphlet form, they are liable'soon to be destroyed. I would
recommend that the new laws should be published in a, substantial-
ly bound volume, embracing the constitution of the State, the sev-
eral acts of Congress for our admission into the Union, and for
grants of land, which have been appropriated for the use of schools,
with the accompanying instructions of the Commissioner of the
General Land Office, under which the same are to be seclected. I
would suggest also the propriety of making it the duty of the Su-
perintendent of Public Instruction to prepare blank forms for all
reports required of the respective school officers, and to give from
time to time such instructions as may be best calculated to settle
and harmonize the variety of constructions it may receive, A vol-
ume of this kind would be much more likely to be preserved, and
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transmitted by each officer to his successor. FEach officer connect-
ed with the school system should receive a just and equitable com-
pensation—proportionate to the services he is compelled to perform,
which should not be left to the discretion of other officers, but fixed
by law. They should also be required to act under bond and oath,
subject to penalty for neglect of duty. It cannot be expected in the
present unsettled state of the country, that they should manifest
that zeal and énergy, which is positively necessary in the infancy of
our school system, without remuneration.

THE SCHOOL FUND LAW,

Experience has shown that the above law is impracticable. We
have at present thirty-two organized counties in the State, and
‘consequently a corresponding number of Fund Commissioners, who
have the management and disposition of the school fund. But few
of them have furnished a statement of their contingent expenses.
and the amount allowed for salary by the County Commissioners.
By the account current of the Fund Commissioner of Dubuque
county, they amount, including the year 1847, up to November 1st,
1848, to $554 30. This is probably too high for an average, though
some of them are doubtless more. But suppose them to average
$200 00 per annum, (which will scarcely justify an individual in
attending to the business properly) they will amount to $6,400 00.
By reference to statement F of this report, it will be'seen that the
average expense of alloting and appraising the 16th sections, as far
as reported, in four counties, is $82 12, This multiplied by the
number of counties makes $2,627 84, which added to the pay of

. Fund Commissioners gives a total of $9,027 84 to be paid annually

for the sale of school lands and the disposition of school funds.
The number of organized counties will' be doubled at no very dis-
tant day, and consequently this expense instead of being diminished,
will be annually increased. 'Beside this, the business is now scat-
tered and-is much more liable to derangeinent than it would be if
concentrated in the hands of one competent officer, and if once de-
ranged, it will be a difficult matter to unravel it, where so many
are concerned. '

The selection of school lands is attended with great delay and
some uncertainty.. The object designed to be accomplished in the
manner of disposing of the 500,000 acre grant (the creation of an
immediate revenue) has been thwarted by the introduction of land



160 JOURNAL OF THE

warrants, and it does not appear wise longer to perpetuate the sys-
tem. Our school fund is of the most liberal character. It will
probably amount to $2,000,000 when the school lands are all dis-
posed of. It is almost needless to say that the prudent and econom-
ical administration of this department of our school system is a mat-
ter of vital concern, involving the success of all our future opera-
tions. It is in view of these facts and responsibilities that I have
determined to recommend the repeal of the present school fund law,
and the creation of the office of State School Fund Commissioner,
to be kept at the seat of government. This officer should select the
remainder of the 500,000 acre grant, attend to the sale of all school
lands in the State, and invest the permanent fund as the General
Assembly may direct. A compensation of about $2000 00 per an-
num would enable him to employ a competent clerk, and to visit
the different counties, examine, allot, appraise and sell the school

. lands in person; and also to loan the school money, giving to each
county in the State, such proportion as it should be entitled to by
some convenient rule established by law for making the dividend.
We certainly should profit by the sad experience of some of the
other States in the management of their school fund, and I believe
a majority of them have settled upon a plan similar to the one rec-
ommended, as the most judicious. The project of crealing a State
Land Office has been spokenof. In the event this is done, it would
doubtless curtail expenses still further to embrace the school lands
init. The friends of education, in view of your present session,
have been induced to withhold their exertions, and have looked for-
ward with the most intense anxiety, to this, as the auspicious pe-
riod, when they should receive relief, and I cannot suffer myself to
indulge the belief that you will returnto your constituency, till '
they have fully realized their expectations. The expenses of leg-
islation constitute with some a sufficient reason for hurrying, and
even for neglecting the most important business; but this is noth-
ing when compared with the vital interests to be protected and fos-
tered by it, and it is unreasonable to conclude that anything of util-
ity can be accomplished without mature deliberation,

By the abstract of the Fund Commissioners’ reports it will be
seen that our organization is yet imperfect. They all assign as a
reason for this, in their accompanying letters, the absence of inter-
est.on the part of the subordinate officers and the people. This ap-
athy was to be anticipated under the circumstances. We may rea-
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onably expect, however, that a few years experience will bripg
about a more favorable state of things. By the adoption of the
above plan for the management of the school fund, the financial and
educational interest of the system will be separated, and the Su-
perintendent can devote his time more exclusively to the organiza-
tion of school districts, and the establishment of schools. I pur-
pose devotiny the greater portion of the coming’ year to this portion
of the labor assigned' me, and shall endeavor to visit every portion
of the State. As a people we are not alive to our own interests in
. treating a subject of such magnitude with neglect and indifference.
Nothing will have a stronger tendency to induce the industrious and
enterprising portion of community, who are emigrating from the’
older States, to seek a home among us than the assurance that a
lively interest is manifested, and that ample provisions have been
made for the promotion of this desirable object. We have no rea-
son to be discouraged thus far, and our future prospects are of the
most cheering character. We are naturally biased by local preju-
dices, but aside from this, I feel warranted in saying that the fairest
portion of creation has been assigned us. It is indeed pleasant to
contemplate our future glory and prosperity as a State. Our eas-
tern and western boundary, each some two hundred miles in extent,
" is formed by the most important navigable streams in the world,
thus affording as an outlet for our products north to the manufac-
turing regions of Minnesota, north-west to the fertile plains of
Nebraska, and south to the thronged commercial marts of the lower
Mississippi and the Gulf of Mexico. OQur communication with the
Atlantic coast also, through the medium of railroads and the great
_ lakes of the north, will soon be almost direct. Sixteen years ago
the scene of rural enchantment which surrounded the home of the
savage, within our present limits, was first disturbed by the ap-
proach of civilization, and now we have a hardy and enterprising
population of 140,000 souls, prosecuting with vigor and energy the
various arts of agriculture, and daily extending their trade and com-
merce with the adjacent States. And still the eye of the western
emigrant is fixed on Iowa, and scarcely a day passes but we wel-
come the adventurous pioneer to-a home within her borders. Na-
ture seems to have clothed herself in her fairest robes to receive
us, and may we not confidently expect that the day is not far dis-
tant when seminaries of learning, dotted here and there, over the

entire area of our State, will add ta the loveliness of the scene.
21
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The craggy steeps, the sunny vales, the chrystal fountains, the
murmuring brooks, the roaring cataracts, the leafy groves and the
fertile prairies appear to have conspired together to render us hap-
py, and await the hand of art to bring them into requisition, that
we may reap a rich reward for our toil. But all this will avail us
nothing, lest we as a people act well our part.

I transmit, herewith, a copy of each of the circulars and blank
forms, numbered from one to twelve inclusive, issued from this
office, prior to this date, together with the bills for printing the
same.

With the sincere wish that prudence and vigilance may character-

,@ ize all your deliberations, and that you may be conducted to the
wisest and best conclusions in the consideration of this momen-
tous éubject,

I am, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS H. BENTON Jx.,
Superintendent of Public Instruetion.






A.

A STATEMENT exhibiting the amount of the permanent School Fund
ed, and the number of acres of School Land which have been sold,
reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1st, 1848,

» and the manner in which the same is invest-
and the proceeds thereof, as shown by the

Perm’nt fund and how inv’ted. Sales of 16th Sections. Sales of 500,000 acre grant.
COUNTIES, [ oaned onlLand sold; On [Number)Amount|A mount Number |A mount [Credit oflCredit of
realestate jon credit.lhand .}of acres.| in cash. lon credit. jof acres,}in cash, |3 months}I0 years.
Appanoose,.. .| No sales.|.....,.. S IESSRRES PR RS S S SR T FTPTTIT R
Benton,..,.., *134 68) 397 71] 200 00| 99.18 49 04] 147 72| 360 200 00} 50 00 200 00
Buchanan,,...|No sales.|..,.....0....... N N P T T R N
Cedar,.,..... 640 0012,049 50} 256 50|1,000 896 5012,049 50(........0.......0...... eeeaes
Clayton,..... 2,651 15)...,.,,.] 18 65 1,440 1,882 20]........ 640 801 00,...... N
Clinton, ..... 103 20} 309 30!...,...! 160 103 20} 309.30]. N S O
Dallas, . ..... Noreportl,.......L...... vesouudion i S P I PR R P
Des Moines,,.| 8,167 48 6,712 74 166 523,907 8,253 00(6,712 74| 320 81 90[..... ++] 820 00
Dayvis,,,....} 1,282 581,740 04/,...... 1,800 3,022 62{1,740 10 I PR AR AN AP
Delaware,....] 255 00}1,150 g 6 00 640 250 00| 750 00| 320 eenns .| 80 00] 320 00
Dubuque,, ...| 4,093 5615973 P7|....... 6,154.85 {3,844 654,851 89 1,040 178 62{ 81 381,040 00
Henry,...... 3,430 9110484 851,...... 3,640 4,435 915,484 85(,.......1.......I.. NP R .
Towa, ..,,...|No sales.{........0.......1.... D N P N M I R
Jasper,. ... .| Noreport|...ooou i bivsos fouannoo D Y ) PR .
Jackson,..... No sales {........[,. ceessdeanieadd L, T R S I I A ‘e
Jefferson,, ...} 1,586 75|4,785 52| 393 17 2,990 1,929 92(4,785 521, .......0...... B N M .
Johnson,, ... | 1,088 33{2952 91| 28 84 1,347.75 | 998 02{2,994 06 I A vessanay
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Jones,.......[ 772 815,038 43; 12 50{1,187 5b4 811,358 43) 3,200 | 320 00| 480 00|3,200 00
Keokuk,. . ... 600 0011,959 €0| 53 00[1,440° | 653 0011959 00|,.......I. N N A
Lee,........ 5,093 30{7,841 36] 120 00]6,680 [5,098°30]7,841 36/........[i..... leunnnnn v eianne
Linn,....... cevesenef 950 00) B 00L...oiiifivraiiiilion..L. 760  f...... .1 190 00F 760 00
Louisa,. ..... 2,305 004,777 220, ...... 2,830 2,325 71 4502 12| 640 [...000 260 00{ 640 00
Mahaska,f...| 8I5 004,389 22\.......[ 680.90 | 292 70| 629.22/3,366.75 | 160 00| 560 00}2,200 00
Marion,......[ 2,718 662,358 50(....... 3,600 (2,829 50|1,718 50| 640 160 00|....... 640 00
Monroe,..... 807 00| 890 00| 25 00| 960 837 501 98250\ 320 - I.......{ 80 00j 320 00
Mauscatine,. ., .|: 748 75| 803 62| 79 67 733.75 [ 679 87| 864 62|........{.... R e F .
Polk,...... 744 00[4,005°72( 413 50 652.50°| 197 65{ 502 003,291,388 { 250 00| 540 73/3,162 99
Powesheik, . .[Nosale. |....ooviloveninifoneiiiaceveciiaitinnnialne ST R R P P
Seott, ... 1,263 25/2,667 51.| 131 661,280 1,832 4812697 511, .. fevevn el .
Van Buren, . .| 2,876 933,755 0216194 43|....covvfurveneni]inanss wefedens R A P .
Washmgton, 1,916 00{3,728 02| 568 75(2,797 12,684.75{8,728 02\ ......olvevveviforennea]oernenns
Wapello,.. .. .|5,119 31(6,379 65| 121 56[2,208.61 1,563 932,696 88 7,041.67 | 612 88| 777 575,561 71
49,018.65(81,099.1212,790.75 (58,228.54 43,608.27 159,276.08 121,939.80 12,763.50 12,999.68119,364.70
* Sixty-three dollors and sixty-two cents in hands of predecessors:
tTIncluding $105 County School Tax for 1847, and deducting compeusation for services, $228° 50, invested «as the
school law directs.”
not included.

1$281 12 «amount on former contracts paid former Schoel Fund Commlsswner,

§ Including interest received on permanent fund.
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B.

A STATEMENT of money appropriatod annually by law and paid over for the support of schools, and the source
from which the same accrued, as shown by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1st, 1848,
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Mabhaska, ..

Marion,. ..

Monroe,. . ..

Muscatine,.
Polk, .....
Poweshiek,
Scott,.....
Van Buren,

...........
-----------
R )
...........
...........
...........
-----------
...........
-----------
...........

...........

...........

1,000°00 | ...l RO UOE ERORR o
76 90 Liiviii ] e hereeains ceee | 12010 | ...
192 52 | ........ 20 00 1800 | 66193 |.......
........................ oo | 15418 | .......
89 65 1740 cou fovee.... U OO I
26 67 16 26 500 ovu | veee | e | e
esnn | 17'st I IOURRRRC BN R BRSO N OO RN
958708 | Lailiiil PR s | 2000 | il
53 64 vevvrnen | i foeiiiis eee. | 42140 | ...
23300 | ........ 42 50 2499 | 85133 | .......
221 96 921 | ..ui el cee. | 20657 | .......
$4,628 26 |$1,476 29 $194 50 .... $59 66 [$3,835 63 | $548 75

* Tax for 1846 reported from three fownships.
t ¢ Public fund,” source not stated.
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C.

A STATEMENT of money appropriated annually by law, and still on hand, for the support of schools, and the
source from which the same accrued, as shown by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November

1st, 1848,

County |Interest of | Milita-| Fines for [Sale of |Sale of |Sale of es| Volunta- | Grocery

COUNTIES, school tax. | permanent ry fines| ~breach of | water | lost | trays, | ry sub- | license.

fund. - the laws. | crafts. | goods. seription.

ADpPanooce, « ... vuss R I 1 T I R veen | R R P I .
Benton,. o « v oo ennn 9569 ...... . R N R IR BT
Buchanan, .. ..o vl vuveanen f vnnnvnnn | eoen Janaonnns .. NN IR A P
L S R T .o .o A T R I
Clayton, ...vovvovu...f *¥149 891 $165 41 | .... | ........ .. NN I O I
Clinton c o v vvvvunnoa] vensenns | covnnn B O I . B T [ .
Dallas, . .... eeesseoNoreport. | ooovun | ooon i, . P IO I
Des Moines,e v ¢ oo 4 » PO R . . R R PR R e
Davis,. . ... ceeaenns 163 00 105 50 . $52 00 1 . e 1943630 ...... $65 00~
Delaware, « vvevuuss 149 96 37 50 . R B vees B S
Dubuque, . vvvevvne..f 993 00 256 07 11,088 32 | ., R O ceee
Henry, covvveenannsf svaearaa | conanann R I B N IR T
Jowa, covenneens cos T46 ) covivivi ] vl vennnnns . B T
Jasper, «oveeseeess I Noreport. | cooooool ) ool L, R A S R [P [
Jacison,\........... .............. . . P N U R RPN
Jeﬁ'erson,....-...... R ) ‘e teter e . . . TR vesavs

891

4l



Johnson, .

Jones, .. ...

Keokuk, ... .
Lee,.....
Linn, ....
Louisa,.....

} Mahaska,

Marion, . .

IR IE T R A I

ew t 8 e e

PRI SR Y

« e * e s 0

Monroe, civoveivens

Muscatine,

Polk, . ...
Poweshiek,
Secott, . ...

Van Buren, v eveveees

Washington,

Wappello, . o v e vun

* School tax for 1848-—not collected.
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--------

41’93
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--------
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--------
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cseer e
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cssedenve
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v e s e e

1,779 87

$708 98

1 From different sources, not designated,
1In hands of predecessor.
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$1155.32
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D.

A STATEMENT exhibiting the number of organized districts, persons between the ages of 5 and 21 years, schools
taught, pupils taught, teachers employed, days pupils have been taught, and the average pay of teachers per
month, as shown by the reports of the School Fupd Commissioners, November 1st, 1848, .

No. of per| : Numb. of

No. of | sons be- No. of Number (No. of teachers| Average pay of |days pu-

.. 0.0 .
covnries. | Fund Commissioners| organ- | tween 5 schools of pupils | employed. teachers. pils have
izeddis| and taught been

tricts. 21 years. Male. [Female] Male. { Female. { taught.
Appanooce,. | D.P. Sparks,. . . 6 7 S D I I [ AU P [,
Benton, .... | E. H. Keys,.. . 3 1 13 S o F T e O T N
Buchanan,.. [S. B. Stoughton, 1 130 .o ceed . $1205 ) $6 00 130
Cedar, .. Wm. Mason,. e 788 | ... 123 R R ceen 7111
Clayton, . E. Price,....... 14 | 4083 | 5 127 1 L5 2 [ 2390
Clinton,.... [ A. R. Bissell,.. . .. 21 526 | 6 526 14 00 6 00 7043
Des Moines, | Wm. Walker,. .. 59 4645 R R R e
Davis,..:.% |H. Dunlavey,.... | .. 1812 . T T P R B 300
Delaware, .. | John Benson,.... | 14 436 12 1 266 | .. | . | .eevii] i oaall
Dubugque,. .. { M. Mobley,..... 20 @ 1280 6 82 .. .. 1200} ...... 540
Henry, A l\'IcKmney,.. . 16 | 2628 . 606 14 2 1500 |-1000] ......
Towa,.. ckoff,. . ... 1 42 N .. B T I N
Jasper, Ve; Ferrruson, .. Y .. ceen . R A
Jaekson, .o W Hubbell, . 21 800 11 325 . R 9642
Jefferson,... | F, M. Allen, - 52 2988 . 300 N T N 9519

OLI

dHL 40 TVNHNOL



Johnson, . M.
Jones,. . . ..

Keokuk, . ..

Louisa, ..s .
Mashaska, . .
Marion, ...
Monroe, . . .
Muscatine,. .
Polk,......
Poweshiek, .
Scott, . . . ..
Van Buren,.
Washington,
Wappello, . .

Eli Myers,.....
J. A. Secrest,...
J. B. Whisler,..
William Stewart,.
A. Brown,......
Oliver Benton, ..
P. L. Crossman,.
J. B. Hamilton, .
J. M. Richardson,

Thos. McMullen,

W. H. Barnes,..
H. Price,.......
S. Clayton, .....
N. P. Cooper,...
Joseph Myers, ..

19 (1022 | 8 | 527 | 8 | 3 |..ieif...... 11582
2 | 694 | 4 | 122 | .| o el 5398
24 | 1286 U T U IPUOTOUE INUSUR R
95 | 5573 1434 | 35 | 2 | ..o |oenen. 54695
| 1221 | .. 195 | .. | oo oo [annn. 9517
33 | 1588 | 9 | 403 |* 9 | .. | ...cii]ee.n. 19869
837 | 1516 | .. | ... | .o e b e | e
27 | 1125 | 8 | 274 | 8 | 1 |.....if...... 520
1| 867 | ..o | e 2242
.. | 1360 473 P IR SR 14910
o2 v L
4 72 PR IPUUDURE INUUPRE R
23 | 1085 421 I IOUOR I 15900
78 ] 8256 | .| oo | e | e | eaanns 13606
30 | 1372 | 29 | 620 | 21 8 | 2500| 1200 20692
5 | 2382 | 7 | 253 | 5 | 2 1461| 700| 5868
673 | 41446 | 105 | 7077 |101 | 23 [$92'61 | $41 00 | 211474

‘SHAILVILNISHUdIY JO ISNOH

L1
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E.

A STATEMENT showing the number of persons in the follow-
ing counties between the ages of five and twenty-ene years, re-
turned by special reports:

Counties. : _ No. of persons.
Benton, o v oovveernennans N -
Henry,.....cov0venvnnnnn D i
Johnson,. . ........... Ceesst s ceeren s 277
Linn, .......... R R I I R N I 113
Van Buren,. ........ b eseeaseanssesasnsessans 333

Tota.l,....».. sedes e s e s e » 958
F.

A STATEMENT showing the amouht of ex‘pensés incurred
for alloting and appraising the 16th sections, in the following
counties :

v 3
Counties. Amount.
Clinton, . .. .... eeeene e eeeraetaceasnaon 76 00

Jefferson,* (one township,)sssvsusiveneiennes 2675
Johnson, (six townships,)isssssssaeessssssss 48 50
Louisa,fe s viivivrnverenansonncssnessss 196 25
Muscatine,....,.....~.........~........-..-. 64 00

$411 50

* Seventy-seven days reported in addition to the above, without
stating the price.
+ The sum of $140 00 of the above paid in L847 ; balance
not paid. ' _
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G.

Orrice oF SupERINTENDENT OF Pusric InstruorioN,
Jowa City, Iowa, August 10th, 1848. ;
Sir: The fourteenth section of an act of the General Assembly
of Iowa, entitled “an act to provide for the management and dispo-
sition of the school fund,” approved February 25th, 1847, provides
that “the five per centum upon the net proceeds of the sales of the
public lands, granted by the United States to this State, shall be
paid into the hands of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, to
be disposed of according to law.”” Please advise me at your earliest
convenience when this account with the State will be settled, and
what steps are necessary to be taken relative to it.
Very respectfully, \
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS H. BENTON, Jr.,
) Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Hox. R. M. Youve,
Commissisner General Land Office, Washington City, D. C.

-

Gexerar Larvp Orrice, %
August 25, 1848.

Sir: Inreply to your enquiry of the 10th inst., you are ad-
vised that the five per centum fund account between the United
States and the State of Iowa, has been audited at this office, for the
period commencing the 28th December, 1846, and ending the 31st
December, 1847, and a balance of $16,422 05 reported to the First
Comptroller of the Treasury as due the State. Your letter has
also been referred to that officer, who will advise you what mea-
sures are necessary to be adopted to bring that amount into the
State Treasury.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
RICHARD M. YOUNG,

Commissioner.

J

Tuomas H. Bexnrox, Jr., Esq.,
Superintendent of Pubhc Instruction, Iowa City, Iowa.
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Orrice oF SUPERINTENDENT oF PuBLic INsTRUCTIONY
Towa City, Iowa, November 25, 1848, g
Sir: I was advised by the Commissioner of the General Land
Office, under date of August.25th, 1848, that the amount due the
State of Towa, arising from the five per centum fund account be-
tween the United States and this State, up to December 31st,
1847, was $16,422 05, and that you would inform me what steps
were necessary to be taken in order to obtainit. AsT have receiv-
ed no intelligence from your department as yet, have the kindness
to advise me at your earliest convenience on the subject. Please
refer to my correspondence with the Commissioner.
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant, ' .
THOMAS H. BENTON, Jz.,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
FirsT CoMPTROLLER,

Treasury Department, Washington City, D. C.

On motion of Mr Sargeant,
The reading of the Report was dispensed with, and two thou-
sand copies ordered to be printed for the use of the General As-
sembly.
On motion of Mr Timmons,
The House adjourned.

2 o'clock, k. M.

House met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion of Mr Timmons,

Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution to accept the reconnoisance
and preliminary survey, of the proposed railroad route, from Du-
buque to Keokuk,

Was taken from the table and read a first time.

Mr Burroughs moved the suspension of the 42nd rule;

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded;



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 175

And were as follows:
Yeas 9,
Nays 24.
Those who voted in the affirmative, were
Messrs Bourne, Burroughs, McCrary, McManaman, Stephenson,
Timmons, Thompson, Williams, Wood and Woodworth.
Those who voted in the negative, were
Messrs Alexander, Allison, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Collins, Corse,
Davidson, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Harrison, Jacobs, Langton,
Mahony, McFarland, Nérton, Penny, Read, Sargeant, Walker,
Weyand and Mr Speaker.
Messrs Goodrell, Griffith, nggs and Sales being absent did not
vote.
So the 42nd rule was not suspended.
On motion of Mr Corse,

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole for the
consideration of

H. R. file, No. 11, A Bill for an act to preserve the purity of
elections,

Mr Harrison in the chair.

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and by
their chairman reported,

That the Committee of the whole House have had under their
consideration, H. R. file, No. 11, and instructed him to report pro-
gress and ask leave to »sit again.

And the question being put,

“ Will the House concur in the report of the committee ?*’

It was decided in the affirmative.

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr
Rockwell, their Secretary:

Mnr SPEAKER:

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives, that the
Senate have passed

H. R. file, No. 6, An Act toincorporate the city of Keokuk, with
the following amendment :

Strike out the words ¢ publication in the weekly newspapers
printed at the city of Keokuk” and insert the word ¢ passage.”

I herewith return,

'
»
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H. R. file, No. 4, An Act authorizing W. S. Townsend to keep
aferry across the Missouri river at Traders Point.
The same having received the signature of the President of the

Senate.
And then he withdrew.

On motion of Mr Read,
H. R. file, No. 11, A Bill for an act to incorporate the city of
Keokuk, :
Was taken from the table, together with the amendment made by
the Senate.
And the question beinf put, _
¢« Will the House concur in the amendment made by the Senate?’”
It was decided in the affirmative.
On motion of Mr McFarland,
‘The House adjourned.

Tuesday Morning, December 12th, 1848.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Bourne presented the claim of Hiram Brown, sheriff of Clin-
ton county.

Which, on his motion, was referred to the standing Committee on
Claims.

Mr Harrison presented the petition of William Hamilten and sun-
dry other citizens, praying that a portion of Louisa county be at-
tached to Johnson county ;

Which, upon his motion, was referred to a Select Committee of
three.

Messrs Harrison, Williams and Betts were appointed said Com-
mittee.

Mr Betts presented the petition of sundry citizens, praying for a
change in the memorial of last session, concerning the Dubuque and
Keokuk railroad ;

Which was,

On motion of Mr Timmons, '
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Referred to a Select Committee of three,

Messts Timmons, Betts and Harrison were appointed said com--
mittee.

Mr Gifford obtained leawe to introduce -

H. R. file, No. 21, Joiat Resolution for a grant of land from Con--
gress; ,

. Which was read'a first time: '

Mr Maliony gave notice-that he: would on to-morrow, or some-
future day, ask leave to introduce, :

A Bill for an act amendatary to an act entitled ‘““an act to-provide
for levying and collecting revenue for State and: county purposes.”

Mr McFarland obtained leave to introduce,.

H. R. file, No..22, Joint Resolution authorizing the Secretary of”
Btate to certify to: certain accounts ;:

Which was read a first time..

Mr Collins:gave notice: that on to-morrow, 6r'some futureday, he:

would ask leave to introduce,.-

A Bill for an act amendatory to an.act entitled ¢ an act regulating-
the duty of Supervisors on roads.

Mr Wood gawe notice that on to-mor.now, or some future day, he-
would ask leaveto introduce,.

A Bill for an' act to locate a. State road from: Monona, in.the coun--
ty of Clayton, to: Fort Atkinson..

Also,
A Bill for an act authonzmg F. Andros, Clerk of the District.

€ourt for' the county of Clayton,.to-transcribe the recdrds of said’
Court..

Also,

A Bill for amaet authonzmg Robert D. Read, Clerk of the: Coun-
ty Commissioners Court, and Recorder of the:eounty of EClayton, to-
transcribe from the records of the county of Dubuque all records
properly belonging to the county of Clayton, and.all records of said:
eounty now remaining on:leaves.. )

Mr Babbitt gave notice:that he would on tosmorrow;.or some fu--
ture day, ask leave to introduce,.

A Bill for aniact to-authorize the' Judge of Probate-in Marion:
eounty to.transcribe the records-of the Brobate Court..

Also,.

A Bill fox al;glct‘ to.amend an act eatitled. “an. act' defining the:
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dutles of Superv1sors of Roads and nghways,” approved January
17th, 1840. .

Mr Corse obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file No. 23, A Bill for an act to amend the charter: of the
city of Burlington;

Which gvas read a first time,

And then,

On motion of Mr Corse, .

The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a second and thn'd
time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Flint from the Committee on Incorpora’cions smbmitted the
following report:

The Committee on Incorporations have had under their considera-
tion H. R. file No. 7, A Bill for an act to authorize John A. McFar-
land, his heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry across the
Mississippi river at the town of Montrose, in the county of Lee,
and State of Iowa; and have instructed me to report the same w1thA
the following amendment :

Strike out of the first section the words “with an exclusive
privilege,” and insert after section third the following, ¢thisact
may be altered, amended or repealed by any future legislatute.”

And the question being upon the concurrence of the House in the
report,

Tt was decided in the affirmative.

Mr Allison obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 24, A Bill for anact to be entitled An Act making
an appropriation for a State road running from Agency.City, in

, Wappello county, to Council Point on the Missouri river;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 25, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled
« An act creating a Board of Public Works and previding for the
improvement of the Des Moines river,” approved February 26th,
1847, and to repeal an act supplemental thereto, approved January
24th, 184835

Which was read a first time,

And then,

On motion of Mr Gifford,
The usual number of copies were ordered to be printed.
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L

The Speaker presented the following communication from h1s
Excellency, the Governor: _
GexTLEMEN oF THE HoUSE oF REPRESENTATIVES: _

In compliance with a resolution which passed the House of Rep-
resentatives, the 11th inst., requesting me to inform the House
“whether the Commissioners appointed to revise the laws of this
State, are now, or ever have been, in session, for the purpose for
which they have been appointed; and if so, whether they have pre-
pared, examined or considered any one bill or bills,.or whether they
have, in any manner, performed any portion of the duties devolving
upon them as Commissioners to revise and report a code of laws.”
I would respectfully state that all the information in my possession
relative to the proceedings of the Commissioners, I have obtained
from their report to me; which report I have transmitted to the
Legislature. It is, therefore, impossible for me to give any further
answer to the interrogatories contained in the resolution.

ANSEL BRIGGS
Towa CITY, December 12, 1848.
Which was,
On motion of Mr Weyand
Laid upon the table.

H. R. file, No. 15, Joint Resolution a.skmg a donatlon of land for
the improvement of the Muscatine Island ;

Was read a second time, and -

On motion of Mr Williams, g

The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a third tlme, passed
and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 16, A Bill for an act authorizing the Board of
Commissioners, of Jefferson county, to erect a Court House on the
public square, in the town of Fairfield, in said county;

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr Weyand, .

Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third txme to-morrow

H. R. file, No. 17, A Bill for an act authorizing Ge‘qrge‘ Kiel to
keep a wharf-boat at the town of Fort Madison;

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr McFarland,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators and
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Representatives i in Congress to procure-an: approprlatlon to pay the
expenses of the Missouri war;

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr Babbitt,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the Joint Resolution read a thlrd
time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 19, Joint Resolition providing for the adjourn-
ment of the General Assembly;

Was read a second time.

Mr Harrison moved to lay the resolution on the table;

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows:
Yeas 30,

Nays 6.

Those who voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Bourne, Collins‘, Corse, .
Davidson, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Harrison,. Jacobs, Langton, Ma- -
hony, McFarland, McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales,
Sargeant, Stephenson, Timmons, Walker, Weyand, Williams, Wood
and Mr Speaker..

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Allison, Burroughs, Elmer,. McCrary, Thompson and

Woodworth..

So the resolution was lald upon the table.

H. R. file, No..20, Joint Resolution authorizing the:Secretary of:
State to certify tothe bill of Spalding & Phelps;

Was read a'second time, and.

"~ Ow motion of Mr. Babbitt,

Was referred to the Committee on Claims;,

Senate file, No..12, Joint Resolution,. accepting of the reconnoi--
sance and preliminary survey of the proposed raﬂroad route from:
Dubuque to Keokuk ;

Was read 4 second time, and

On motion of Mr Weyand,.
Was referred to the Committee on Rbads-and Higliways. .

The following message was received. from. the Senate, by Mrr
Rockwell, their Secretary
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Mz SpEakER:

I am directed to inform the House of Represeni:afswesj2 that the
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the réport of
the Committee on the Judiciary, rela.txve to the revision of the code
of laws. :

Also,

Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress for their construction
of the act appropriating lands for the improvement of the Des
Moines river.

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

And then he withdrew.

Fhe House then resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole for
the further consideration of, ’

H. R. file, No. 11, A Bill for an act to preserve the purity of
elections ;

- And after some time spent therein rose, apd by their chairman,
Mr. Harrison, reported progress and asked leave to sit again,

On motion of Mr Corse,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock », m,

2 o'clock, P. ML

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Sargeant from the Committee on Enrolled Bills reported that
they had examined,

H. R. file, No. 6, An.Act to incorporate the city of Keokuk, and
found the same correctly enrolled;

Which act was then presented to the Speaker for his sigmature.

On motion of Mr Corse,

" The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole, for the
‘further consideration of,

H. R. file, No. 11, A Blll for an act to preserve the purity of
elections.

. Mx Harrison in the chair.

And after some time spent therein, the Committee rose and re-
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ported the b111 back with sundry amendments and recommended its
passage.
On motion of Mr Mahony,

The amendments made by the Committee were taken up separ-
ately and adopted.

On motion of Mr Weyand,

The bill was

- Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

Mr Mahony offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Educational Convention shall have the use ef
this Hall on Thursday afternoon next, to held a meeting of said Con-
vention ; . ‘ '

Which was adopted. R

Mr Read offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That Russell & Doyle, publishers of the Keokuk Tel-
egraphic Dispatch, be employed to print five hundred copies of ‘the
Journals of the House of Representatives, of the present session,
and that they be paid therefor the price allowed by law; their bill
to be audited and warrants drawn upon the Treasurer for the
amount when the work shall be completed and delivered.

Mr Harrison moved to lay the resolution upon the table;

Which was agreed to. -

Mr McFarland obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 26, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled ““an
act to establish new counties and define their boundaries ;”

Which was read a first time. .

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr

Rockwell, their Secretary:
M=z SeeaxEr:

I am directed to return, -

H. R. file, No. 6, An Act to incorporate the* clty of Keokuk

The same -having received the signature of the Presidenit of the
Senate.

T am also directed to inform you that the Senate have reconsxd-
ered the vote had upon the passage of,

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution, accompanying réport of
the committee to whom was referred the report of the Revising
Committee. o i

And then he withdrew. -
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Mr Mahony obtained leave to introduce, +
H. R, file, No. 27, A Bill for an act to provide for the assessment
and collection of the county revenue;
Which was read a first time.
On motion of Mr Harrison,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock a. m. to-morrow.

‘Wednesday Morning, December 13th, 1848.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Betts presented the petition of sundry citizens of Iowa, pray«
ing for a change in the memorial of last session, in relation to a do-
_nation of land for the construction of a railroad from Dubuque to
Keokuk, so as not to mention,.as a point, any other places than Du-
bugque, lowa City and Keokuk; which was,

On motion of Mr Burroughs,

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Highways.

Mr Timmons gave notice that he would, on to-morrow or some
future day, ask leave to introduce,

A Joint Resolution in relation to the printing of the Journals and
Laws of the present session of the General Assembly.

Mr Gifferd gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day, he
would ask leave to introduce,

A Bill for an act te provide for the navigation of the Des Moines
river, between the mouth of the Raccoon Fork thereof and the
northern boundary of this State,

Mr Weyand offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to inform this House
whether he has received any report from the Commissioners ap-
pointed to locate a seat of government for the State of Iowa; and if
s0, to send a copy of such report to this House.

Which was adopted.

Mr Read, from the Committee on the Des Moines river Im-
provements, submitted the following report:
Mgz SrEAKER:

The Committee on the Des Moines river Improvements, to whom
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was referred, A Bill for an act reducing the price of the Des Moines
river lands, have had the same under comsideration, sand recom-
mend to this House a postponement of the further consideration of
said bill; and all further action by this House upon the subject of
said improvement until the report of the Board of Public Works is
printed and laid before the members.

The Committee deem this Improvement an important one to the
whole State, and look upon much special legislation upon this sub-
ject as having an injurious tendency. The Committee, as at pres-
ent advised, are of opinion that some general law ean be enacted
upon the subject, which will avoid the mecessity of much special’
legislation, and at the same time meet the views and desires of all,
and not prejudice the future advancement of the work.

And the question being upon the concurrence of the House in_
the report,

It was decided in the affirmative.

Mr Sales, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, submitted the
following report:

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was referred

H. R. file, No. 16, and H. R. file, No. 17,

Have instruced me to report that they have examined the same
:and found them to be correctly engrossed.

Mr Betts, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the follow-
ing report:

The Committee on Claims to whom was referred certain claims
-and accounts, have examined the same and have instructed me to
report, that they allowed as correct the following sums, and rec-
ommend that the Committee on Expenditures include them in the
general appropriation bill:

To L. J. Hodges, on certificate No. 48, issued by Amos

Ladd,....... teeieatieseasacaianans ceaenenss $69 00

“ H.Brown, .....ovvanan Veesisasesena veesesesss 100 00

And also that the bill of Spalding &, Phelps be certified by the
Secretary of State.

- And the question being put,

¢ Will the House concur in the report made by the Committee on
Claims ?”

It was decided in the affirmative.

Mr Collins from the Committee on Roads and nghways, to
whom was referred
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H. R. file, No. 13, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
from Eddyville to Bloomfield,

Reported the same, back without amendment and recommended
its- passage.

Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 28, A Bill for an act to authorize the Judge of
Probate, of Marion county, to transcribe the records of the Probate
‘Court of said county;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Read obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 29, A Bill for an act to repeal an act-entitled < An
act to amend an act defining the time of holding elections for State,
-district and county officers,” approved, February 25, 1847;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce

H. R. file, No. 30, A Bill for an act to amend an act, entitled
“An Act defining the duties of Supervisors of Roads and High-
ways,”’ approved, January 17th, 1840;

Which was read a first time.

Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress for the construction of
the act appropriating lands for the improvement of the Des Moines
river;

Was read a first time, and

On motion of Mr Babbitt,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the memorial read a second and
third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land frem Con-
gress;

Was read a second time.

Mr Gifford moved to amend by inserting after the word Daven-
port, the word ¢ Bloomington ;”

Pending which,

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

The resolution was referred to the Standing Committee on Roads
and Highways.

H. R. file, No. 24, A Bill for an act making an appropriation for
a State road from Agency city to Council Point, on the Missouri river;

* Was read a second time, and
On motion of Mr Allison,

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Highways. N
24 '
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The following message was received from the Senate by Mr

Rockwell, their Secretary:
M-z SpEAKRER:

I am directed to inform the House of - Representatlves that the
Senate has passed,

Senate file, No. 7, An Act to establish an additional election pre-
_cinct in Van Buren township, Van Buren county ;

Also,

Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congréss for an appropriation
for the improvement of the navigation of the Iowu river.

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

And then he withdrew,

H. R. file, No. 26, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled “an
act to establish new counties and define their boundaries;”’

Was read a second time, and

~  On motion of Mr Corse, .

Was referred to the Committee on New Counties.

H. R. file, No. 27, A Bill for an act to provide for the assessment
and collecting revenue for State and county purposes ;

Was read a second time, and " -

On motion of Mr Griffith,

Was referred to the Committee on Ways and Means.

Mr Weyand moved to print the usual number of copies ;

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows:

Yeas 15,
Nays 23.
Those who voted in the affirmative, were
Messrs Alexander, Baker, Betts, Collins, Evans, Langton, Ma-
hony, McCrary, McFarland, McManaman, Read, Sales, Weyand,
Wood and Mr Speaker.
Those who voted in the negative, were
Messrs Allison, Babbitt, Bourne, Burroughs, Corse, Davidson,
Elmer, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell, Griffith, Harnson, Jacobs, Norton,
Penny, Riggs, Sargeant, Stephenson, Tunmons Thompson, Walli-
er, Williams and Woodworth.
So the motion was lost.
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H. R. file, No. 22, Joint Resolution authorizing the Secretary of
State to certify to certain accounts ; -
Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr Harrison,

Was referred to the Committee on Claims,

H. R. file, No. 7, A Bill for an act to authorize John A McFar-
land to keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, at the town of
Montrose, in Lee county;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 16, A Bill for an act authorizing the Board of
Commissioners, of Jefferson county, to build a Court House on the
public square, in the town of Fairfield;

Was read a second time.

And the question being upon the passage of the blll

The y#as and nays were demanded,

And were as follows:

Yeas 21,
Nays 14.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Collins, Evans, Flint,
Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Langton, McCrary, McFarland, Norton,
Read, Riggs, Sales, Walker, Weyand, Wood and Mr Speaker.

" Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Corse, Davidson, Elmer,
Gifford, McManaman, Penny, Sargeant, Stephenson, Timmons,
Williams and Woodworth.

" So the bill ‘passed and its title was agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 17, A Bill for anact authonzmg George Klel to
keep a wharf-boat at Fort Madison; )

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

On motion of Mr McManaman,
The House adjourned until two o’clock ». m
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2 o'clock, . M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment,

Senate file, No. 7, A Bill for an act to establish an additional elec=
tion precinct in Van Buren township, Van Buren county ;

Was read a first time, and

On motion of Mr McCrary,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a second and third
time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Sales, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported

H. R. file, No. 11, as correctly engrossed.

H. R. file, No. 11, A Bill for an act te preserve the purtty of
-elections ; -

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress for an appropriation
for the improvement of the Iowa river;

Was read a first time, and

$

On motion of Mr Harrison,
The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a second and third
time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Collins, from the Committee on Roads and nghways sub-
mitted the following report:

“The committee to whom was referred Senate file, No. 12, Joint
Resolution, to accept the reconnoisance and ;prehmmary survey of
the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad, have had the same under con-
sideration, and have directed me to report the same with the fol- .
lowing amendment :

Insert at the end of figures 1848, « prov1ded however, that Jef-
ferson county, if found practicable, be substituted instead of Henry,
and also, Cedar and Jackson counties shall, if found practicable, be
substituted instead of Linn,” '

Mr Corse offered the following amendment:

“«Strike out all intermediate points between Dubuque and Keo-
kuk.”

Mr Goodrell offered the following amendment to the amendment:

“Strike out all that part of the amendment relatmg to Cedar and
Jackson counties.”

Pending which,
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Mr Bourne moved to lay the resolution and amendments on the
table; . 4

Which was lost

The question then recurring upon-the amendment offered by Mr
Goodrell.

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows ::

Yeas. 13,
Nays 25..

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Baker, Gifford, Goodrell, Griffith,.
Langton, Sales, Sargeant, Timmons, Weyand, Williams and Wood..

Those who voted in the negative, were:

Messrs Babbitt, Betts, Bourne, Burroughs, Collins, Corse, Da-
vidson, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Harrison, Jacobs, Mahony, McCrary,
McFarland,, McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Stephen-
son, Thompson, Walker, Woodworth and: Mr Speaker.

So the motion was lost.. i ’

Mr Goodrell movedito refer the resclution, together with the
amendments, to a Select Committee of three 3

‘Which was agreed to..

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Goodrell, Betts: and Collins said
eommittee.

Mr Mzhony obtained leave:to introduce,

H. R. file, No..31, A Bill' for an act requiring all’ notices. of sales
by order of courts:of record,. to.be advertised in.some newspaper;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Read obtained leave to introduce _

H. R. file, No. 32,, A Bill for an act to authiorize: William P.
Wilson to keep:a ferry across the Des. Moines river, at: Monterey ;;

Which was read a first time, and

- On motion of Mr-McFarland,.

The 42nd:rule was:suspended, and the bill' read:a:second time.

Mr Mahony movéd toamend the: first sectionof the bill by strik--
ing out the: words,. “with exclusive:privilege to.the same;’”

Which was agreed. to, and.

On motion;

The 42nd rule- was: suspended,.the- bill! read a. third! time; passed:

and its title agreed to..
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On motion of Mr Babbitt,
The House adjourned until to-morrow mornmg, at 10 o clock

Thursday Morning, Deceinber 14th, 1848.

House met pursuant to adjournment,

Mr Goodrell presented the petition of sundry ¢itizens of Louisa
county, praying for the location of a road therein described ;
Which was, - :

On motion of Mr Goodrell

Referred to the Committee on Roads and Highways.

Mr Stephenson presented the petition of sundry citizens of Mus-
catine county, praying for the passage of a law for the protection of
purchasers of real estate where the title is defective;.

Which was,

On motion of Mr Williams,

Referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

Mr Elmer presented the petition of Jame¢ Burns and forty-two
others, citizens of Van Buren cournty, praying for the passage of a
free school law ;

Which was,

On motion of Mr Thompson,

Referred to the Committee ‘on Schools.

Mr Evans introduced,

H. R, file, No. 33 Joint Resolution for the relxef of Harvey
Leonard; o

Which was,

On motion of Mr Evans, R

Referred to the Committee on Claims, - v

Mr Goodrell, from the Select Committee, toWqu was referred,
Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution to accept of & reconnoisance
and preliminary survey of a railroad route from Dubuque to Keo-
kuk, submitted the following report:

The committee to whom was referred Senate file, No. 12, have
instructed me to report that they have had the same under consid-
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eration, and report Senate ﬁle, No. 12, with the following amend-
ment :

After the figures 1848, insert «provided, however, that in the
permanent.Jocation of said road, Jefferson county may, if found
practicable, be substituted for Henry county.”

The question being put,

Will the House concur in the report ?

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows :

Yeas 27,
Nays 10.
Those who voted in the affirmative, were
Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Bourne, Coflins, Davidson,
Elmer, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell, Jacobs, Langton, McCrary, McFar-
land, McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sargeant,
Stephenson, Timmons, Walker, Weyand, Wood and Mr Speaker.
Those who voted in the negative, were
Messrs Allison, Betts, Burroughs, Corse, Evans, Gnﬂith Har-
rison, Mahony, Thompson, Williams and Woodworth. -
So the report was concurred in.
Mr Mahony moved to amend the amendment, by adding after the
words Henry county, the following:
¢« And Jackson county, if found praetlcable, may be substltuted
for Linn county.”
And upon this question,
The yeas and nays were demanded,
And were as follows: *
"Yeas 13,
Nays 23.
Those voting in the affirmative, were
‘Messrs Babbitt, Betts, Bourne, Evans, Gifford, Griffith, Harrl-
son, Jacobs, Mahony, McFarland Norton, Riggs and Mr Speaker.
Those‘voting in the negative, were
Messrs Alexander, Allison, Baker, Burroughs, Collins, Corse,
Davidson, Elmer, Flint, Goodrell, Langton, McCrary, McMana-
man, Penny, Read, Sales, Sargeant, Stephenson, Timmons, Walker,
Weyand, Williams, Wood and Woodworth. ’
So the amendment was not adopted.
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Mr Thompson moved to: amend the resolution, as amended, by
inserting the word ¢“equally” before the word ¢ practicable.”

Which motion, the Speaker decided could not be entertained.

And then,

« On motion of Mr Goodrell,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the Joint Resolution read a third’
time, passed and its title-agreed to.

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr-

Rockwell their Secretary:
Mz SPEAKER;

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the report of
the Judiciary committee; to whom was.veferred the report of the
€ommittee of Revisions:

11t which the concurrence of the Houseis requested.

I herewith return, '

H. R, file, No. 18, Joint Resolution: requestmg our-Senators and
Representatives in Congress, to.procure an appropriation to pay the-
citizens of Iowa for services rendered in-the Missouri war.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 15, Joint Resolution: for a donation of land to im--
prove the Muscatine Island. '

The same having passed the-Senate without amendment.

And then he withdrew..

Mr Timmons obtained leave to introduce

H. R..file, No..34;. A Bill' for an.act to authorize David W. King-
to keep a ferry at Cedar Rapids ;;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Timmons moved to suspend the: 42nd rule-and! read the-bill:
a second and third time now..

Which was disagreed to..

Mr Alexander obtained leave to.introdice-

H..R. file, No. 35;. A. Bill' for-an:act to-amend an act: providing:
for general’ elections;:

Which was.read:a first: tine:.

M Norton: offéred: the:followingr resolution.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 193

Resolved, That the Committee on Schools be requested to report
a free school law at their earliest convenience. :

Which was adopted.

Mr Wood obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 36, A Bill for an act to locate a State road from
Monona to Fort Atkinson;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce, .

H. R. file, No. 37, A Bill for an act to locate the seat of justice
of the counties of Madison and Warren; : .

. Which was read a first time.

Mr Harrison obtained leave to mtroduae,

H. R. file, No. 38, A Bill for an act requiring the Secretary of
State to. record State roads;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Gifford obtained leave fo introduce :

H. R. file, No. 39, A Bill for an act to provide for the Jhavigation
of the Des Moines river, from the Raccoon fork to the northern
boundary of the State;

Which was read a first time.

H. R. file, No. 28, A Bill for an act to authorize the Judge of
Probate of Marion county to transcribe the records of the Probate
Court 3

* Was read a second time, and

On motion of M# Babbitt, o
Ordered, That the bill be engrossed and read a third time to-

- IOTrTOowW.

H. R. file, No. 29, A Bill for an act to repeal an act entitled “an
act defining the time of holding elections for State, district and
county officers,” approved, Egbruary 25th, 1847 ;

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr McFarland,

Ordered, That the bill be engrossed and read a third time to-
morrow. :

H. R. file, No. 30, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled “an
act defining the duties of Supérvisors of Roads and Highways,” ap-
proved January 17th, 1840

Was read a second time, and

Op motion of Mr. Harrison, ‘
Referred to the Committee on Roads and Highways.
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H. R. file, No. 31, A Bill for an act requiring all'motices of sales,

by order of courts of record, to be advertised in some. newspaper,

Was read a second time.

Mr Bourne moved to lay the bill on the tahle,

Which was lost; and

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

The bill was referred to the Committee on the J udlclary

H. R. file, No: 25, A Bill for an act to amend an act’entitled “an
act creating a Board of Public Works, and- providing for the im-
provement of the Des Moines river,” approved February 24, 1847;
and to repeal an act supplemental thereto, approved January 24th,

1848

-

Was read a second time.

Mr Read moved to refer the bill to the Standmg Cemfmttee on
the Improvemefit of the Des Momes river.

Pending which,

Mz Babibitt moved that the bill be referred to the commitiee of the
whole House; and be made the order of the day for to-morrow 3

Which motion was lost.

And the question récurring upon the motlon of Mr Read,

It was decided in the affirmative. .

So the bill was referred to the Committee on the Improvement of
the Des Moines river, with instructions to report at as early a day
as practicable.

On motion of Mr Mahony,

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock

t

. ik

Friday Moming, December lﬁth, 1848.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Esans presented the petition.of sundry citizens of Scott coun-

ty, praying for the vacation of a road therem mentwned H
Which was read, and, :
On motion of Mr McFarland,
Was referred to the Committee on Roads and. HJghwaysr
Also, ; RS
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The petition of sundry citizens of Scott county, praying for an
act granting the right of way for a canal from the Wapsipinnicon
river to the Mississippi river;

Which was read, and

On motion of Mr Evans,

Referred to a Select Committee of three.

Messrs Evans, Babbitt and Williams were appointed said com-
mittee.

Mr Jacobs presented the petition of sundry citizens of Keokuk
county, praying for the passage of an act authorizing George Hays
to-erect a dam across Skunk river;

Which was read, and,

) On motion of My Flint,

Referred to the Committee on Incorporations.

Mr Harrison presented the petition of sundry cjtizens of Iowa
county, praying for the location of a State road from the Cedar
Rapids to Marengo; '

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Harrison,

Referred to a Select Committee of three.

Messrs Harrison, Betts and Timmons were appointed said com-
mittee. )

-Mr Gifford obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 41, Joint Resolution for the establishment of a
Land Office at Fort Des Moines, in Polk county,

Was read a first time, and

On motion of Mr McFarland,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the Joint Resolution read a sec-
ond and third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Harrison gave notice that he would, on to-morrow or some
future day, ask leave to introduce,

A Bill for an act to amend an act to regulate practice in the Dis-
triet Court.

Mr Timmons obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 42, Joint Resolution in relation to the printing
and binding of the laws and journals of the General Assembly ;.

Which was read a first time.

Mr Mahony obtained leave to introduce,

H.R. file, No. 483, Joint Resolution asking an appropriation from
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Congress for the improvement of the navigation of the Maquoketa
Which was read a first time.
Mr Read obtained leave to introduce,
H. R. file, No. 44, Joint Resolution for a couference of the com-
“mittees of the two Houses, &ec.;
Which was read a first time, and,
On motion of Mr Read,
The* 42nd rule was suspended the resolution read a second and
third time and adopted. -
Mr McFarland gave notice that, on to-morrow or some future
day, he would -ask leave to introduce,
A Bill for ‘an act for the benefit and relief of the settlars on the
Half-breed Tract.
Mr McFarland, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted
 the following report:

.The Committge on the Judiciary to whom was referred, H.R.
file, No. 14, beg leave to report the same back without amendment ;

H. R. file, No. 31, the said committee beg leave to report said
bill to the House with the following amendment :

Strike out the word ¢ personal” in the second line of the first
section.

The said committee to whom was referred a resolution requesting
said committee to report a bill to reduce the number of grand and
petit jurors, beg leave to report a bill for the same.

Mr Betts, from the Committee on Claims, submitted the fol-
lowing : :

The Committee on Claims to whom was referred H. R. file, No.
33, Joint Resolution for the relief of Harvey Leonard, have exam-
ined the same and instructed me to report in favor of the resolution,
and recommend the passage of the same without amendment.

Mr Collins, from the Committee on Roads and Highways, to
whom was referred H. R. file, No. 24, reported the same back with
the following amendment ;

Strike out section third and insert the following:

Szerion 3. That the said commissioners, surveyors, chain car-
riers and markers shall be compensated in the manner now pre-
scribed by law, for their services on that part of said road which
shall be in counties now organized; and for that part of the said
road which’ will run through counties not -organized they shall re~
ceive the sum of one dollar per day each, except the surveyor, wha

. .
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shall receive two dollars, out of any money in the State treasury
not otherwise appropriated.

That the words ¢ Council Point’’ be struck out wherever it oc-
curs and « Traders Point’ be inserted in its place.”

That the names of « John G. Baker’’ and ¢ John Clark’’ be struck
out as viewers.

That the name of «G. D, Stratton” be inserted as “vxewer and
surveyor;”

Which amendments were concurred in,

H. R. file, No. 46, A Bill for an act to establish a State road from
Mrs. Teslers to Columbus City ; )

Was read a first time, and,

On motion of Mr Goodrell, '

The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a second and third
time, passed and its title agreed to. -

Mr Babbitt, from the Committee on New Counties, submitted the
following report:

The Committee on New Counties to whom was referred H. R.
file, No. 26, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled “An Act'to
establish new counties and define their boundaries,” have had the
same under consideration, and after examination, have instructed
me to report the same to the House with the following amendments:

After the word “of”’ in the sixth line of the first section, insert
« Monroe county, thence west to the north-west corner of.”

Strike out the second section and insert the following:

Secrion 2. That the following shall be the boundaries of Clarke
county, to wit: beginning at the north-west corner of Lucas county,
thence west to the north-west corner of township seventy-three,
north of range twenty-seven west, thence squth to the south-west
corner of township seventy-one, north of range twenty-seven west,
thence east to the south-east corner of Lucas county, and thence
north to the place of beginning.

Secrion 3. That all acts and parts of acts conflicting with this
act, be and the same are hereby repealed.

Mr Collins, from the Committee on Roads and Highways, to
whom was referred, H. R. file, No. 30, reported the same back
with the following amendment ;

Strike out ¢“to do one day’s work® and insert <“to work out their
respective road tax on the public roads.”
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Mr Goodrell moved to indefinitely postpone the bill ;

Which was agreed to.

Mr Collins, from the same committee, reported back H. R. file,
No. 21, with the following amendment :

Insert after the word ¢ Davenport” the followingt ¢ provided that
if thought practicable Bloomington may be substituted as a point in
said route.

And the question being upon concurring in the report,

It was disagreed to.

The following eommunication was presented from the Speaker s
table :

GenrLEMEN oF THE House or REPRESENTATIVES:

In compliance with a resolution which passed the House of Rep-
resentatives, on the 13th inst., requesting me to inform the House
‘whether I have received any report “from the Commissioners ap-
pointed to locate a seat of government for the State of Iowa, and if
30, to send a copy of such report to the House,” I cheertully trans-
mit the record taken from the office of the Secretary of State, con-
taining the report of said Commissioners to me, the number of léts
sold by said Commissioners, the names of the purchasers, the amount
for which the lots sold, together with a plat of the survey of the
contemplated seat of government.

‘ ANSEL BRIGGS.

Iowa Crry, December 15, 1848.

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS

APPOINTED TO LOCATE THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

To His ExcELLENCY ‘
THE GovERNOR oF THE StaTE oF Iowa:
The undersigned, Commissioners, having been appointed by am
act of the General Assembly of said State of Iowa, entitled “An
Act to provide for the location of the seat of government of the
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State of Towa, and for the selection of land granted by Congress to
aid in erecting public buildings,” approved February 22nd, 1847,
have discharged the duties enjoined by said act, and now, respect-
fuily submit to your Excellency this our report of our proeeedmgs,
to wit:

After being §worn, as the law directs, we met in Henry county,
in sald State, and proceeded to an examination of such parts of said

........

parts of the State, we. have. selected located and reported to the
Cemmissioner of the General Land Office, und to the Register and
Recewer of the Land Oﬂice at Towd Cxty, the following descrlbed

five, (8), elght (8), mne, (9), and the west half of section three,
(8), and the west half of section ten; (10), in ‘tﬁownshlp number
seventy-exg?xt (78), of range ‘fumber twenty, (20), west of the
Fifth Principal Meridian, in said State. We have also employed a
surveyor, Mr. Madison Dagger, and caused said land to be survey-
ed and a Plat thereof to be made out, which is herewﬂt.h submitted,
and filed in the oﬁce of t-he Secretary of State 'And we have caus-

filed. We also fixed upon the . twenty-elghth day of October,
eighteen hundred and. forty-seven, for the time of a sale of lots in
said town, and to contmue said sale ‘from day fo day untll all the
be, one-fourth of the purchase money to bé paid in hand, and the
balance in three equal instalments of two, four and six years with
interest thereon at the rate of six per centum, per annum, from the
date until paid: We gave iotice of s4id sale by advertising in sev-
eral newspapers and by printed handbills, widely circulated through
.the State and elsewhere. And in pursuancé of said notice we com-
menced said'sale and continued from day to day, to the second day
of Novembet, inclusive, at which sales we sold the following des
cribed lots in said town, to the following named persons, te wit:
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SALE OF LOTS.

i IS - |8
355 SMERRT:
£ % -gg Purchasers’ Names. S| §‘_‘;

- S : . . ~
NEES Sls |58
Oct.28. 1| W.M. Andrews,............ 1] 119775
e 6] A.J Hain,....,........ . 21 11 550
(0 7| John White, ............... 81 21 625
« 8.( James Moore,....... eenens 71 2} 550
«“ 110 JacobFudge,............... | 8 8}t boo -
« 1121 do do ........... vees 7] 8] 600
« 15| William Neal,.............. 8| 4| 600
« 116 do . do ..........0.... 71 4] 500
“ 1214 W. M, Seay..vnennnnnnn. e 5( 61 825
“ 21 W.M. Andrews,........... 1 41 711025
« 51 A.J. Cain,........ P 31 71 67
« 125 T.D.Porter,.....cocvusenn. 2(%24| 775
« | 27| J.M.Sea,........... e 1{24% 900
« 81| Elias Prontz,............... 5126 6 00
“ 338l1 . do do ...... e Ve 6126 500
« [ 88 M.L.Smithy.vernreinrn 5(97| 425
« 187) T.D.Porter,............. .. | b128,) boo
“ 189 James D.Hart,.,.......... . 6128] 400
¢« 140 | John Collins,......c...ou... 5129 250
“ 1421 William Weleh,............ 620 225
“ 144 do do .iiieeiiiieeenn 6({3} 17
« 91 .0.&T. C.Cutler,.......... 41371 7125
« {11 do do .......... eees 3(87| 525
« | 18] AdamToole,.....oovuvvnn.. 416714 00
“ |14t M.L.Smith................ 3167 |12 00
“ 4] A Miller,................. 117 84 |216 00
« [17{ O.& T.C.Cutler,.......... - 2 | 84 240 00
«“ |19 | Samuel Elliott,............. 1196 (212 00
« 1922 | William Smith, ........... .| 2196 F27 00
w 3| G. M. Scottyeoeievreannnn.. 685,76 00
«“. 1 26| Samuel Elliott, ............. 5166123 00
« 1281 H.H.Williams,,........... .4 166} 16 50"
“ 180| James Gray,............... b|55]25 00
« [ 32| Robert Putnam,,,........... 4| 55|36 00
« |84 do do . iiiiiiiiea... 513615 00
w“ [ 86| James Gray,............... 8136 500
« (38 T.D.Porter,..... Cererenna . 119561 00
« 141 do do Ll 2195135 50
« 1591 William Welch,............. 6|64} 425
« |.61] William Neal,...ooovrnnis. 5|57 350
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Oct 28, 58 | William -Welch;,vvviivununn. 657 200
« | 66 | Daniel Mosia,......... PN 5134 300
«. 148 | Charles Van,,.....ec00uvnn.. 6(34| 300
“« 167] O.Kinsman, ........... S 5/83] 200
“ 53] T.D.Portery..eooveuvennnn. 6(33| 250
« 170 O.Kinsman,............ Y 5|58} 2175
« 1170 do do .iiciiintaaa... 658 200
«“ 174 | John White,..... e PR . 6163} 225
« {511 JohnJones,....v.vvitvenn.n, 5|88}11 00
« | 51 do do ouiiiiiiiaa., 6|8 700
“ 176 | Admiral B; Miller,...... . 5(81 600
« |761 do - de - ..ii.i.... 68| 300
“ {801 T.D.Porter;.«ueoviueeeanan. 5162 225
« 183 Josiah Thrift,.eeivvun..n... 5({59 200
« |81 John Montgomery, .......... 6162|,17
« | 83 ] Josiah Thrift,....... SR 6159 175
%186 | Christian Houtz,. i, 68| 900
“ |86 do do- - Liiiiiiieiee., 581 900
“ | 88| John Montgomery,.......... 4[65( 5 00
“ | 88 do - do- ca.......... 3]165| 400
“« 191 John Whitejos vuviivnnnnn... 5156 350
« 571 O.&T.C:Cutler,.......... 6156 300
« 1921 Joseph-D. Hoag,.......‘ ..... 51351 350
“ 192 do L L R 6|3} 325
“ 197 Christian Howtz,............ 4(94 (16 00
“ . 197 do - - do iii.i....... 31|94 9 00 .
« | 98| Eleaza Andrews,.-.r ......... 11921 .7 50
« | 98 do  -do: iiien.iiina.. 1 21921 525
“ 1100 { John Montgomery,. e 587114 50
¢ 1101 | T.D. Porter,...-.-. Veeeeeas 6|87| 625
“ 1103 |- John Montgomery,.......... 5164 550
« 1239 Wllham Welch e eaenaas 51382 17
“ 1241 do L 6|60 175
« 1239 do - -do ..iiiilil..l. 6132 150
« 1240 do - - do i, 5131 150
“ 1240 | do - do~.'.-. ....... 6{31| 125
“ 1242 do - do ...iun.... 5|90 | 325
“ 1107 | William Neal,..... DI 6)9 1} 300
“ 1108 | John Henmcutt, S eerans 1|91} 425
“ 109 ' J.H.-Lembert,......... cees L 271917 450

26 .
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Oct. 28| 46 | Samuel Elliott, ............. | 1 [110 301 00
« | 45| William Mcllvain,........... | 2 (110 [200 00
“ 115 ] George Hobson,............. 11109 | 44 00
“ 150 | James Q. Hammond,......... | ‘2[109 |23 00
“ | 47| William MeclIlvaine,.......... 10107 |21 25
« |111 | John Montgomery, .......... 21107 | 13 75
« 114 | Josish Thrift,. ..o onsomnin 1106 | 17 00
« 14| do  do ...l 2 106 | 6175
« 1119 | Alva White,.............. | 4[105| 550
« 1120| do " do ..... UV the] 295
¢ 1120 do " do .....iiieene..n 21181 8375
« 1123 | William B, Fulton,.......... | 11830 4 50

« 124 | Alva White,......... i | 2130 250
¢ 1126 { John Q. Deakin,.,.......... 1129 7 50
“ N27 | Martin Tucker,........0v... 21129 4 00
« |128| “do o an... S b nes |12
« 128 | do  do ... 2 [128 | 14 50
v« 160 | 8. K. Parker,.neiieiiiiin -4 119 | 33 00
“ 160 do do .iieiieeeinnn 1119 { 20 00
« 1681 do do ..oeeniiiin., 4 (118 | 18 00
« 168| do  do .eiiiiiiilll 3118 | 13 50
« 1 77| George Crew,..... crsneenes 41171 575
“« |56] O.&T.C.Cutler,....ou.... 383|117 4 00
« |84 Washington Fleener,......... 41116 275
“« [ 841 do do ...l 3 |116 | 3 50
« | 93| J.J. Hoag,...ruvrernon. | 1115|2500
“ |93 do do iiiieiiniiiann. 2116} 21 00
« 941 | William Welch,............ | 6]60] 125
“ 196 | James Gray,.......... Ceaes 41113 | 33 00
“ 196 do  do. ...iieiiiveinnn 1113 | 30 00
“ | 49 | James M. Monfgomery,...... 1.0127 | 25 25
¢ 1104 | Thomas Pleenor,........ cees 21271 22 25
« 1110} John Groom,,..... R 1]126 | 60 00
« | 52| John Kirkpatrick,..... vevaes 2 {126 | 27 00
#- 1106 | Admiral Miller,............. 1 1125 [168 00
« 112 | N. Simpson,...venereninis 2 [125 | 56 00
« 1116 | Madison Dagger,............ 1 1124 {17000
« |56 | John Koontz,. . .ernevrrerns 2 [124 1175 00
“ (118 | John Groom,.,.,.,,sese.e. 1 1128 {165 00
¢ 55 0. &T’C- Cutler,.......... 2 123 176 00,
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Oct. 28102 | Admiral Miller,............ 4 1122 1120 00
« 121 [ N. Simpson,......cvuveuen 1122 | 57 00
« 12838 1 Adam Tool,.......co0e0uun.n 4 (121 | 50 00
« 1182 | Thomas B. Fleenor, . v ovvs.n 31121 | 34 25
« 118 S.K. Parkeér,.......c .0000.n 4 1120-| 31 00
« 1251 George Crew,..... e 3 1120 1 30 00
« 162] Willam Welch,........... ‘e 4 1112 | 50 25
« | 631 W. M. Gordén,............ © 1 [111 /153 00
« [64] C. M Gilkey,.......... v.e. | 1140160 00
« 165| John Q. Deakin,............ 4 140 | 56 00
« |69 Thomas Fleanor,............ 4 1141 | 45 50
« | 711 J.H. Lambut,,............. 5 1141 | 40 00
« | 721 Samuel Caldwell,...... weee 4 1142 {1 30 00
« |75 | William Johnson,e..ovveuuses 1 142 | 20 00
« | 781 Madison Dagger,....... NN 4 |143 | 16 00
« | 79| Thomas Fleanor,........... 51143115 25
« {82 Robert Putnam,..eevuuvoa.. 4144 | 7 50
« |82 do- do ..iiiiiinnnn. 3144 | 7 50
« | 85 do do ieeiiii.. 41145 | 7 50
« | 90| Madison Dagger,............ 4 (162 | 22 00
« | 95| William 'Welch,......ouun.. 4 151 | 11-00
« (157 | Daniel J. Swearinger, ....... 4 181 4 50
« 1185 ] J. H. Lambut,......... ceen 5181 | 4 50
« 12483 | William Weleh,............. [ 5180 | 4 25
« 1152 | Mordica Yeéams,.....co0uun.. 41180 6 00
« 1244 | William Welch,............ 41179 | 5 25
@ 12441  do T doL.ve....ie.. 5179 | 4 25
« 1245 | do “do L e 5179 | 3 75
@ (245 do " do L........... 41178 4 25
« [187] William C. Harp,........... 4 177| 3 50
« 1140 | George Allinson, ..., ceennn 5177 38 00
« [246 | William Welch,............ 4206 3 00
« 1246 do " douLu.ai..,. 5206 3 25
« N47 | William Flood,............ ] 4207 275
¢ hav do ~do ...iie...... 3207} 225
« {158 James Crabb,.............. 12081 2 50
« 143 | Willis Clark,.......c00.... 2208 | «2 50
ca 1267 | William Welch,............ 52061 8 50
« 139 | Allen Hayworth,........... 4206| 8 25
s« 1158 | Francisco H. Hughs,........ 412091 3 00
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Oct, 28/248 | William Weleh,............ 3209 27
“ 1160 | Washington Fleenor,........ N 512041 38 00
« (141 | George Allison,............. 4204 275
T« |144 | Joshua Linsdy,....... R 51203} 200
“ 1651 O. Kinsman,.. ..ousveaiens . 6203 225
«“ (188 | J. L. Hughes,............. 41211 | 3 00
¢ (166 | M. Kinsman, ... seseunenss 31211 200
“ {168 | Asa Hughs,......c......0. 52021 200
« 169 | Hiram Mosia, .o oevsers.. s 5150 {15 13
« 1131 | David Worth,.. . vev.n... 4 |150 | 18 50
¢ 171 | Hiram' Mosia,.. ... ....... - 411491 9 50
“« 129 ] James M. Thornton,...... 5149 | 7 25
¢« 1130 | William "Falbot,........ vess 511481 6 00
“ 1184 | Willington ' Nossman,........ 4148 | 7 00
“ 1249 | William Welch,............ 41147 4775
« 1249 do " " do L..iieii.... 5147 57
“« 1250 do B (AN 4 (176 } 5 756
“ 125 do "t do ..., 5176 | 4 75
“ 142 | Willis, Clark;.\.veeoovn... b (175 | 6 00
« 1142 do "do Liiiiiiiiiene. 4175 { 5 00
“ 1173 | Hiram Mosia;. ... oeivennnn 1 4174} 575
¢« 1133 | James Crabb,.............. 51174 5 50
“ 174 | T. D. Porter,.........e0... b5{173| 6 25
« 1251 | William Weleh;............ 4 173 | 6 00
¢« 176 | Manly Gifford;.. . .......... 4 172 | 8 00
“ |177 | Hiram Mosity . iveeesnns. 51721 8 00
« 1178 | Adam Tool,............... 5 171 | 10 50
« (154 | James D. Morris,.......... 4 1171 117 25
« {151 do " do.....l...., 1170 | 29 25
“ 186 | Ash Prunts,............... 4 {170 | 13 25
“ 179 | James Tool,.......... e 1183112 75
« 180 [ Jacob Booher;. . vvessuusnn.. 41831 9 00
“ 1252 | William ‘Weleh,.\....... e 5182 | 5 50
“ [182 ] Mordica Yeams,..;......... 41821 8 00
«“ 11451 M. S. Morris, cvheveevnnn. 4202 | 3 00
« 1146 | W. M. Seay,.....otvinn... 42121 325
«® 159 ( 8. J. Hughes,.."".ovuuun.. 51201 225
“ {164 | John Montgomery,.......... 4 201 2 50
“« 1155 | Robert Putmam,.......c.... 4 200 | 4 50
« [156 do - do ..... A B 3 00
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Oct. 28161 | J. R.Davis,. . ...o0evvere.... 1685000
« 1181 | William T. Rains,........... 4|68 | 40 00
“ 1167 | J.T.Rains;..,.... cceuunn.s 1|38 |31 50
“ 67| do  do L) 0 . eiie.... 2138|3350
“ [170 | John Montgomery, ......v... 112311225
* |172 | Daniel J. Swearingin,........ 2123 750
“ 1148 | “Willis Claik,. ... . veuuv.n.. 4| 8¢ 3 00
“ 11756 | William Welch,............. 3| 8 217
“ (160 | J.B. Shelady,.............. 8] 9| 225
“ 1175 | William A. Flood,........... 71 9] 200
* 1216 | William Neal,.......v...0us 3,15 100
« 1216 do " do L. 0000l 4 1 15% 100
“ 184 | George Crasher,............ 1139 { 26 00
¢« 1185 | John Shadle,............... 4 1139 | 30 00
“ 1186 do  do ..... eveirean 81138 | 22 00
“ 12081 N.P.Swan,........coec.... 11138 | 23 00
“ 210 do do L i ieeieaeas 11837 { 16 50
% 1183 | Daniel Mosier,.............. 8 |137 | 12 50
¢ 1200 | Robert Allison,...... e 8186 { 7 00
¢ 1204 | John Q. Deakin,............ 1186 | 6 25
s 1213 | William Neal,.............. 1185 500
“« 1205 Abel H. Morris,......c0un.. 811356 2175
1207 do " do  ........... 1184 2 00
1207 do do  Lieeieiiees 81841 2 00
“ 1214 | N.P.Swan,.. .. cceeveennn. 1133} 1 25
1214 do do L. 0l eecieee., 8 (133 125
w217 do do Voo oieeii..l. 11132 125
1217 do do .o 0l .. 211821 1 50
1220 do " do ... 000000l 1161 125.
1220 do do ... 0 ..l 2 161 125
« (182 M.C. Clark,............... 1160 125
« 1182 do do ... ...l 8Jji16o| 125
« 222 | N.P.Swan,....... e 11159 | 125
« (222 do do ...l 21159 | 1 25
¢« 198 | George Gross;.......oo0venn 1158 2 o0
¢« 1198 do Tdo Ui, 2168 2 00
« 224 | N.P.Swan,.........c.unenn 11571 275
1224 do “do .... 0.0l 2157 2 25
¢ 1226 | Madison Dagger,............ 11156 | 10 00
4¢ 1226 do do " ..... veesran 21564 3 50
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0ct. 28227 | James Tool,.. . oveeverernn- 1 (169 | 33 00
“ 1230 | William Neal,......covv0ue. 1 (168 | 20 00
« 1230 do s (s T 8 168 | 15 00
1232 do "do ......iiiiennn 4 1169 | 26 00
¢ 1233 do do ..iiiieeeeen. 1 167 | 12 00
« 1233 do do .........n weos 21167 7 00
“ 1192 { Adam Michael, ......... ceen 1 166 | 8 50
“ 1234 J.T.Rains,.. .. eiieernenns 5 | 85 {129 00
“ 236 | William Welch,....... ceedes 2 (111 {156 00
“ 1235 1 N.P. Swan,........... e 2166 | 625
“ (191 | Joel North,.....cooovvennns 1(165] 625
“ 1191 do "do L..iiiiienenens 21651 300
“ 1937 | N.P.Swan, ... voennnnennn. 1164 250
1237 do "do ...i.iiiee ceen 2 |164 125
“ 1238 do do ...... e 1163 | 17
1238 do i (VTN 2 1163 125
¢ 211 do do ..eiiiiie.. e 11162 125
¢oRe1l do do L.iieieiiieenns 219162 17
“ 1215 do " do .....ciiieennen 211911 125
1219 do " do ... ....e... ceon 1190 225
“ 219 do s (s . 21190t 1 25
“ 1193 | John Q. Deakin;.....ccovn.. 11189 | 250
“ 193 do B (s T 21189 200
“N99 | do do L..iaieeenann 11881 2 50
“ 1199 do  do L.iieiiiieeen 211881 2 00
“ (196, Asa Hughes,............... 11486 37
* 12011 A.L.Hughes,.............. 21186 ) 2 00
“ 1218 | Adam Toolj....... ... e 1{185| 7 00
“ 1218 do Tdo . i eiieeeeeeens 211851 5 00
“ 1194 | Josiah Crossman,............ 1184 | 15 00
“ 1188 | Robert Allison,............. 41184 | 11 00
“ [190 | George Crasher,.......... ., 11981 4 50
« 1190 do do ... ... ee.. v 21198 300
“« 1189 | . Robert Allison,.......oc0uns 111971 3 25
2 1189 do " do ...... N 21197 12
« 1203 | John Q.Deakin,............ 1196 2 50
w1203 do ~ do J......... 219 | 150
“« 1206 do do ™ L i eeieieen. 1195 2 00
1206 do do JLii.iieeenenn 20195 125
« 12021 J. L. Hughes,.....oo00nn.t. 11194} 125
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00t. 28200 | J. B. Higgins, .oocvnvinenn. 2194 125
« 221 | James Too% herevrereerenias 1hnyst 125
« [221 s [ [ 211981 1 25
« 197 | -Asa Hughesyoivonnvvnvnnn.n. 112211 125
« 1228 | William Neal,. . vv.ouunnn eee | 22211 125
« 1225 | Eleazer Andrewss....c00... 1220 100
¢ 1229 | James Tool,er eveeevercveens 211220 1 00
« 1228 | Eleazer Andrews,.......... 12181 125
« 1209 | John Q. Deakin,..eosrseees 112171 1 25
« 1209 do do Liveniiienn 212171 100
« 12831 | James Tool,vovveeuvvenennn 11216 | 1 00
« [231 i T (SN 2216 100
¢ (313 | John Brownpi.ivavieriosnns » 1155 | 21 00
« 315 do -de- resanlesans 2155 | 12 00
« 1348 do do  ...eviniiaaens 11187 425
1349 do do ..oieiiiiiiaens 21871 275
« BI8| do o wevureseerenens 10199 | 850
« 1321. do do ...... reereees - 21199 525
“ 324 do do .eiviiiviinnens 1(192°F 125
« 1326 do do sineiiieiiinenn 211921 125
« [329 4o o eeinnerriinenns 1219 100
« 1831 do do . ..uunn Meeaians 2219 100
« 1267 | Daniel J. Swearmger, ....... 197|154 00
« 1299 | Peter Collins, .vevvuevnnss, 11]98148 00
« 19203 | Madison Dagger,........... 419813250
< I298 Adam Toolyeeiveveevroennns 4 400 { 17 00
« 965 | John Q. Deaking....ov.ooonvn. 4 {101 | 10 25
« 292 |  William Neal,eevueeueeinnn. 11102 800
« 268 | Daniel J. Swearingin,.. 41102 | 500
« 9287 | Eleaza Andrews,e..covo..... 31761 100
« o711 8. K. Parker,..‘ ........... 41761 100
« 1272 do do . seiiiiiinnnnn 5177 150
“ 1272 de : [ S deene 61771 150
961 | Ash Pruntz,....c.eceoesne. 7179 5175
« 1364 | ‘Samuel Rateliff,............ 5180121 25
“ 54 do do. . .... ceses 8180 26 00
« 1264 | John Montgomery,.......... 5(82139 25
« pp7 1 J.R.Davis & J. T. Rains,.. . 8| 82 {130 00
« 8| J.R.Davissevoiieoiiiinn. 8169125 00
“ 1269 | Abel H. Moxris,v.eovpovvnnns 1]69}25 00
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Oct. 28269 | J. T. Rainssseeersrercasen- 87018 00

“ 1260 | Elias Prounty,...... PR 5170} 17 50

« 18357 | James Tool,..... O 817141500

“« 1273 | S, K. Parker,c.cecceceene.. 571111 00

« 12951 H. W. Perkins,,.oacecoe... 81721225

1295 do " do  .eienn.. 7172} 5 00

« 1270 | William B. Fulton,........ _- 8|74 425

¢ 301 | Susan A, Hill,........ eenees 71%| 250

“ {300 William Weleh,. o vevevanens 4|75 150

« 300 do do. veeiiiiniinen 3|7 125

« 310 do  McKay,..oo0evenn- 3]46] 125

“ l3ll do s 0 S 4:46 | 150

“ 274 | S, K. Parkerye.,rssvecnnne. 81471 150

« 1274 do do seinrrraneenns 77471 2 00

« 1275 do s 1+ JUR 8148 250

« 1275 do  do ..... ceeirenns 71481 1 50

t« 1280 | John H. Andrews,..,...cc.. 8110 225

« 1153 | N. P, SWal,esccoceracnsenns 12156 225

% 1153 do do ...... P 2215} 175

« 281 | Hiram Miles,...coneeenn.n. 11221 17

« 1283 | Philip Strahn,.......coeveens 822} 150

« 12551 Andrew Carr,...... e 81211 225

« 1255 do  do ...iieeiiann. 7121] 150

« 1235 | Eleazer Andrews, ..c...con. 8120 125

« - 1288 | Philip Strahn,.............. 7120( 100

“ 1156 Andrew Carr,....... beeeeen 8119/ 150

« (156 do (1 Y 71191 100

% 1204 { Hiram Miles,..... PR e 8118} 175

« 1296 | Hilery Perkins,..c......... 7]18] 125

“ 1207 do . do  ...eeieiienen 1 8117) 150

« 1297 do do L.vieeeeel 711 100

« 1304 | William McKay,o.o.oonnn... 41161 125

« 1305 do i T 3{16} 125

¢ 1302 | Nancy Williams,............ 3(46¢ 125

« 1308 | Martha C. Toolyee e vveennnn 4145 125

« 263 | John Montgomery,... . ... 8144 125

t« 1263 do do. ... 7,441 100

w 1306 | William McKay,........... 8431 125

“ 1307 do s 7143} 125

w308 do do Lo 81421 125
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Oct. 28809 | William MecKay,........... 7142 125
«“ 1341 | Samuel Ratcliff,......, Veoos 8{39]10 50
« (278 S. K. Parker,.............. 7140 225
« 344 | Samuel Rateliff,....., e . 8139110 50
« 1279 | S. K. Parker,....... cieee 1 1189 500
« 1286 | John H. Andrews,.......... 815225 00
« 1254 | N.P. Swan,ee..venvennennn, 815111 00
« 1254 do do ......eiliel, 7181 500
“ 282 | Eleazer Andrews,........... 8|1 5| 150
«“ 284 | Robert H. Howard,........ .. 71 5] 150
« Bl12 ] William McKay,.....o...... 61251 125
“« 1276 | S. K. Parker,......000uun.. "5{30( 100
«’ 1277 do do ....eiieen. 5{30] 150
“ 262 | Ash Pruntz,.........,..... 61 61 200
“ 1266 ! John Q. Deakin,.......v.... 11051 5 50
« 1289 | William Neal,,............ 5 (151 | 20 o0
« 1290 do do  ...iiieiiinenn 212181 200
“ 334! John Brown,........... oo 2197 1174 50
« 1340 do do ........eieieon 1 1100 | 40 50
¢« 1330 | Joseph D. Hoag,........... . 11101 | 18 00
« 1351 do do ... 8178 7 00
« 1352 do do .,.......... oo 7178 525
« 1353 do do ....... sesavesa 81791 11 00
« 1355 do do ........ Ceee i 5,81 30 00
« 343 | John Brown,.............. 8 {8140 50
« 1356 | Joseph D. Hoagy........... 183120 00
“ 1847 | John Brown,............... | 283|130 00
“ 1358 | Joseph D. Hoag,....0euun... 8|73 6175
“ 859 do do i.iiiaenenn 7178 3 50
« 1320 do do  .....iiieien. 8149 5 50
« 1320 do do .o...iiiiil.. - 7149 3 5o
« 1323 do do ........... . 8150 850
« 1323 do do ..., 7150 6 75
« 1327 do do ....... veeenn 5{25| 500
< [380 do do ............. 3210 1 00
« 1330 do do ...l 41210} 1 50
« 1333 do do ..., 51611 17
« |433 do do. .......iiil.. 6161 125
« 8337| - do ¢ - 5163 4925
« 1339 do do .........alll - 31451 3 00

27

v
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Oct. 28342 | Joseph D. Hoag,............ 41146 | 275
« 1342 do .  eeeeaaaaes 3146 3 25
« 1345 do do ..o, 5 1152 | 28 00
« 1314 do . do ............ 8114| 200
« 1316 do B ‘7114 200
« 1317 do . do ....cien.... 8113 200
« 1319 do /s (R 7113 200
« [399 do 40 ieieiiann.. 812 1 50
« 1325 do do ..., 71127 150
« [398 do do ............ 8111 1 50
« 332 do do ...iiiina... 7111 2 00
« 335 do do ....iiiienn. 71107 200
« 8386 ] do. do ............ 8141} 200
« 1338 do . do ....iiiiaaan 71411 150
« 1346 do do ....viiienn. 115216 00

We have been employed in the discharge of the duties enjoined
by law, as such Commissioners, as follows, to wit: John Brown,
one hundred and forty days; Joseph D. Hoag, one hundred and
thirty-seven days ; John Taylor, one hundred and forty days, each.
The amount received as the first payment on said lots is one thou-
sand seven hundred and ninety-seven dollars and forty three cents.
And the necessary expenses attending the discharge of said duties
is nine hundred fifty-five dollars and fifty-seven cents, which leaves
the sum of eight hundred and forty-one dollars and eighty-six cents
divided among us as part of our per diem pay; which leaves a bal-
ance due us for our services of the sum of four hundred and nine
dollars and fourteen cents, to wit: to John Brown, ninety-three
dollars and sixty-three cents; Joseph D. Hoag, one hundred and
eleven dollars; John Taylor, two hundred and four dollars and for-
ty cents.  All of which is respectfully reported this sixth day of

November, eighteen hundred and forty-seven.
JOHN BROWN,
JOSEPH D. HOAG,
JOHN TAYLOR.

Iiled in the Secretary’ s Office, January 3d, 1848.
ArrEST: ELISHA CUTLER, Jr., Secretary of State.
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Which report being read by the Chief Clerk;

Mr Mahony moved to dispense with'the reading of the names of
the purchasers;

Which motion was disagreed to.

Mr Corse moved to dispense with the further reading of the names
of purchasers, number of lots, and ameunts paid ;

Which motion was lost.

Mr Goodrell moved to refer the report to the Committee of the
Whole House, to be made the order of the day for to-morrow at 4
o’clock, r. M.;

Which motion being put was disagreed to.

Mr Corse moved to adjourn;

Which motion was lost.

Mr McManaman moved to reconsxder the vote for reading the
report;

Which motion was lost.

Mr McFarland moved to refer the report to a Select Committee
of five, with instructions to report how much of said city of Mon-
roe was under water and how much was burned up.

Mr Allison called for a division of the question;

And the question being put separate, the report was referred to
a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs McFarland, Williams,
Harrison; Timmons and Babbitt;

And the Committee were not instructed to report how much of
said city was under water and how much was burned up.

Senate file, NR 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the report of
the Committee offthe Judiciary, to whom was referred the report
of the Committee of Revision ;

Was read a firsttime.

H. R. file, No. 40,'A Bill for an act for the relief of purchasers
of real estate; =~

Was read a first time. - p

H. R. file, No. 34, A Bill for an act to authorize David W. King,
to keep a ferry across the Cedar river, at Cedar rapids;

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr Timmons,

Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.’

H. R. file, No. 35, A Bill for an act to amend an act providing for
and regulating general elections;

Was read a first time, and

.‘{\’j
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On motion of Mr Thompson,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time.

The followmg message was received from the Senate by Mr

Rockwell, their Secretary:
Mr SpeAgER: .

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate has passed,

Senate file, No. 20, An Act to estabhsh a State road from Delhi
in Delaware county, to Independence in Buchanan county ;

Also,

The Senate has concurred in the amendments made by the
House teo,

Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution accepting a reconnmsance
and preliminary survey of the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad ;

Also,

Resolved, By the Senate, the House concurring, that the two
Houses will adjourn sine die, on the 21st:inst.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 23, An Act to amend the charter of the cityvof
Burlington

The same having passed the Senate with the following amend-
ments :

*  Add to the 1st section, « and in other respects discharge the du-
ties of a justice of the peace;”’

Secrion 2. Be it further enacted, That said suit or suits may
be institutéd against said justice and his sureties by any person
aggrieved by a breach of said bond or other violation of his duty as
a justice of the peace; which said suits may be instituted before
any court having jurisdiction of the amount of damage claimed or
sum demanded; and judgment shall be rendered for so much as the
party shall prove himself entitled to recover.

The Senate has also passed,

Senate file, No. 21, Joint Resolution relative to the improvement
of the harbor at Dubuque;

Senate file, No. 23, A Bill to establish a State road from Cedar
Rapids in Linn county, to Marengo in Iowa county ;

Senate file, No. 24, An Act for a State road therein named;

Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested.
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I herewith present for your signature,

Senate file, No. 1, An Act granting certain rooms in the capitol
for the use of the United States Courts.

Senate file, No. 7, An Act to establish an additional Election Pre-
cinet in Van Buren township, in Van Buren county, Iowa.

Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution asking an appropriation, to
build a bridge across the Des Moines river, at the point where the
military road crosses the same;

"Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress for an appropriationby
Congress to improve the Iowa river; .

Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress for their construction
of the act of appropriation for the improvement of the Des Moines
river.

The same having passed both Houses of the General Assemb]y

»And then he withdrew. ,

H. R. file, No. 36, A Bill for an act to locate a State road from
Monona to Fort Atkinson;
Was read a 'second time, and
On motion of Mr Wood,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 37, A Bill foran act to establish the seats of jus-
tice of Madison and Warren counties ;
Was read a second time, and
On motion of Mr Gifford,
Was referred to the Committtee on New Counties.
H. R. file, No. 38, A Bill for an act requiring the Secretary of
State to record all State roads;
Was read a second time, and,

-

On motion of Mr Harrison,

Was referred to the Committee on Roads and Highways.

H. R. file, No. 39, A Bill for an act to provide for the improve-
ment of the Des Moines river between the mouth of the Raccoon’
fork, and the northern boundary of this State;

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Gifford,

Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 13, A Bill for anact to establish a State road from
Eddyville to Bloomfield;
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Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
On motion,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock ». m.

2 o'clock, P. ML

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 47, A Bill for an act to amend an act entltled “an
act for the organization of Potawattamie and other counties,” ap-
proved February 24th, 1848;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Bourne obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 48, A Bill for an act to restrain swine from run-
ning at large; ‘

Which was read a first time.

Mr Sales, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported,

H. R. file, Nos. 28 and 29 as correctly engrossed.

Mr McManaman gave notice that on some future day, he would
ask leave to introduce a bill to regulate grocery license.

Senate file, No. 20, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
from Delhi, in Delaware connty, to Independence, in Buchanan
county;

Was read a first time,

The Senate Resolution providing for the adjournment of the
General Assembly, on the 21st inst.;

Was read a first time; and,

On motion of Mr Goodrell, ¢

The 42nd rule was suspended and the resolution read a second
time.

Mr Harrison moved to indefinitely postpone the resolution.

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows :
: Yeas 27,
Nays 10,
Those who voted in the affirmative were,
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Messrs Alexander, Allison, Babbitt, Betts, Baker, Collins, Corse,
Davidson, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Lang-
ton, Mahony, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sar-
geant, Stephenson, VValker, Weyand and Mr Speaker

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Bourne, Burroughs, Elmer, Goodrell, McCrary, McMan-
aman, Timmons, Thompson, Williams and Wooed.

So the resolution was indefinitely postponed.

‘Mr Mahony obtained leave to introduce, -

H. R. file, No. 49, Joint Resolution;

Which was read a first time, and,

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

The 42nd rule was suspended and the resolution read a-second
time.

Mr Goodrell moved to indefinitely postpone the resolutlon

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows:

* Yeas 21,
Nays 17.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Baker, Burroughs, Corse, Davidson,
Elmer, Evans, Gifford, Harrison, Jacobs, McCrary, McFarland,
Riggs, Sales, Sargeant Stephenson, Tlmmons, Weyand, Wood and
Mr Speaker. ’

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Baker, Betts, Bourne, Collins, Flint, Goodrell, Griffith,
Langton, Mahony, McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Thompson,
Walker, Williams and Woodworth.

So the resolution was indefinitely postponed. '

Mr Harrison moved to adjourn;

Which motion was lost.

Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route from Fort
Des Moines, to Boon river;

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Corse,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the Joint Resolution read a sec-
ond and third time, passed and its title agreed to.

. H. R. file, No. 28, A Bill for an act to authorize the J udge of

4
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Probate of Marion eounty, to transcribe the records of the Probate
Court of said county; !

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 29, A Bill for an act to repeal an act, approved
January 25, 1848, entitled “an act to amend an act defining the
time of hoiding elections for State, district and county purposes;”

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

On motion of Mr McFarland,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock a. . to-smorrow.

Saturday Morning, December 16th, 1848.

The House met pursuant to adjournnient.

Mr Goodrell offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Committee on Expenditures be instructed to
report to this House, at as early a day as practicable, a bill for the
reduction of the price of public printing;

Which was adopted.

Mr Babbitt offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the standing Committee on Roads and Highways
be instructed to report a bill providing for opening and working the
public roads, and providing penalties to be assessed against all per-
sons liable to work the public roads who shall neglect or refuse to
work when ordered out ;

Which was adopted.

Mr Corse obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 50, Joint Resolution for the improvement of Flint
Creek, in Des Moines county;

Which was read a first time, and,

On motion of Mr Goodrell,
The 42nd rule was suspended, the Joint Resolution read a sec-
ond time, and,
On motion of Mr Babbitt,
It was indefinitely postponed.
Mr Wood obtained leave to introduce,

s
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H. R. file, No. 51, Joint Resolution praying for the establishment
of a mail route from Prairie du Chien to Fort Atkinson;

Which was read a first time ; and,

On motion of Mr Wood,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the Joint Resolution read a second
and third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Harrison obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 52, A Bill for an act entitled ¢an act to amend an
act to regulate practice'in the district court;

Which was read a first time. .

My Griffith, according to previous notice given, introduced,

H. R. file, No. 53, A Bill for an act to organize the Supreme
Court of the State of Iowa;

Which was read a first time.

/' 'The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr
Rockwell, their Secretary:
Mn SPEAKER: v

Iam directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 24, An Act for a State road therein named; and

Senate file, No. 21, Joint Resolutior relative to the improvement
of the harbor at Dubuque ;

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

I herewith return, -

H. R. file, No. 44, Joint Resolution, for the conference of the
Committee on the Des Moines river improvement in the House and
the Committee on Internal Improvement in the Senate; and,

H. R. file, No. 41, Joint Resolution for the egtablishment of a
Land Office at Fort Des Moines ;

The same having passed the Senate without amendment.

And then he withdrew.

Mr McFarland, according to previous notice given, introduced,

H. R. file, No. 54, A Bill for an act concerning claims on the
Half-breed Tract ; .

Which was read a first time,

Mr Wood introduced,

H. R. file, No. 55, A Bill for an act to authorize Frederick An-

28
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dros to transcribe the records of the District Court of Clayton county;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Harrison obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 56, A Bill for an act to repeal an act entitled ¢“an
act to provide for the location of the Sext of Government of the
State of Iowa, and for the selection of land granted by Congress to
aid in erecting public buildings. -

Mr Collins, from the Committee on Roads and Highways, to
whom was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Scott county,
praying for the vacation of a road therein named, reported

H. R. file, No.57, A Bill for an act to vacate a certain road
therein named; V

Which was read a first time.

The standing Commit{ee on New Counties, to whom was referred
H. R. file, No. 37, A Bill for an act to locate the seat of justice of
the counties of Warren and Madison, have had the same under con-
sideration and, after examination, have instructed me to report the
same back to the House without amendment and recommend its
passage. ‘ )

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resclution accompanying the report of
the Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred the report of the
Committee of Revision;

Was read a second time.

Mr Goodrell moved to strike out all after the words ¢sine die;”

Which amendment was agreed to.

Senate file, No. 20, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
from Delhi, in Delaware county, to Independence, in Buchanan
county ;

Was read a secgnd time; and

On motion of Mr Langton,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, passed
and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 40, A Bill for an act for the relief of occupying
claimants of real estate;

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Read,

Was referred to a Select Committee of five.

Messrs Read, Babbitt, Goodrell, Thompson and Weyand were
appointed said committee,
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H. R. file, No, 42, Joint Resolution in relation to printing and
pubhshmg of the journals and laws of the General Assembly ;
Was'read a second time.
Mr Griffith moved to indefinitely postpone the resolution.
> And upon this question,
The yeas and nays were demanded,
And were as follows:
Yeas 27,
Nays 11.
Those voting in the affirmative, were
Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Collins, Corse, David-
son, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Lang-
ton, Mahony, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sar-
geant, Walker, Weyand, Wood and Mr Speaker.
Those voting in the negative, were
Messrs Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Goodrell, McCrary,
McManaman, Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Williams and
Woodworth.
So the resolution was indefinitely postponed.
On motion of Mr McFarland,
Thg House adjourned until two o’clock p. m.

2 o'clock,P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Read moved the House adjourn until 10 o’clock Monday
morning; R

Which was disagreed to.

The Speaker presented the following resolution, found as a com~
munication upon the Speaker’s table s :

“Whereas we met to legislate

For all the people of this State;

And before we came we full well knew,
That there was work for us to do.

And whereas we have fooled away

Our precious time from day to day,
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This House resolves to fool no longer,
And to make this resolution stronger,
We ask the Senate to concur;

To this we hope they won’t demur.”

Which was adopted by the House upon a suspension of the 42nd
rule.

H. R. file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the improvement of the
navigation of the Maquoketa river;

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Griffith,

Was referred to the Committee on Public Buildings.

H. R. file, No. 47, A Bill for an act to amend an aét'entitled ¢“an
act for the organization of Potowattamie and other counties,” ap-
proved February 24th, 1847;

Was read a second time,

Mr Babbitt moved that the bill be engrossed and r¢ad a third time
on Monday ;

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows : R

Yeas 23, . .
Nays 11.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Collins, Corse, David-
son, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Jacobs, Langton,
MecFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Sales, Sargeant, Walker, Wey-
and, Wood and Mr Speaker,

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Goodrell, McCrary, McMan-
aman, Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Williams and Woodworth.

So the motion was decided in the affirmative.

Mr Sales, from the Committee on Enrolled Bllls, reported, H. R.
file, No. 21, as correctly engrossed.

On thotion of Mr Sales,
. The House adjourned.
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Monday Morning, December 18th, 1848.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Corse presented the petition of sundry citizens of Des
Moines and lee counties, praying for the location of a State road
from Burlington in Des Moines county, to Fort Madison, in Lee
county.

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Corse,

Was referred to the Standing Committee on Roads and High-
ways.

Mr Evans presented the petition of sundry citizens of Scott
county, praying for the passage of an act authorizing Israel Ather- -
ton to keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, at a point in Scott
county, opposite Cordova in the State of Illinois; '

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Evans,

Was referred to the Stanbing Committee on Incorporations.

Mr Harrison gave notice that on to-morrow or some future dlay,
he would introduce,

A Bill for an act to establish the office of Public Printer, to pro- *
vide for his Election, to define his duties, and to establish the price
of Public Printing.

Mr Allison introduced the following resolution :

Whereas, The formation of a School Law, which shall meet the
wants of the people of Iowa, is of the utmost importance to the well
being and future prosperity of the State ; and

Whereas, The School Lands will in time, if properly managed,

_produce a Fund sufficient to educate all the children in the State ;
therefore,

Resolved, That the Standing Committee on Schools be and are
hereby instructed.:

1st. To inquire into the expediency of suspending for the present,
the sale of all lands belonging to the State, which are to be applied
to the support of Common Schools. . ?‘

2nd. To inquire into the expediency of abohshmg the Office of
School Fund Commissioner, or of making an important change in
his duties. :



222 JOURNAL OF THE

3rd. To inquire into the expediency of changing the mode of ex- °
amining Teachers, so as to make the examiner a County officer.

4th. To inquire into the expediency of changing the whole school
system.

5th. To report to-morrow mormng.

Which was,

On motion of Mr Harrison,

Laid upon the table.

Mr Read gave notice that on to-morrow or some future day, he
would introduce, .

A Bill for an act relative to the record of the decree of partition
of ‘the Half-Breed tract of Land, situated in Lee county.

Mr Riggs gave notice that on some future day he would ask'leave
to introduce,

A Bill for an act regulatmg costs of criminal prosecutions in Da-
vis and Appanoose counties.

Mr Griffith obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 58, A Bill for an act to regulate Grocery Li-
cense;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Ladgton obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 59, Joint Resolution in support of Mr Whitney’s
Railroad project;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Sales from the committee on Engrossed Bills submitted the
following:

The committee on Engrossed Bills to whom was referred,

H. R. files, No. 26, 34, 35, 36 and 39, have instructed me to
report that they have examined the'same and find them correctly
engrossed. - k

Mr Collins from the Committee on Roads and Highways report-
ed, .

H. R. file, No. 38, A Bill for an act requiring the Secretary of
State to record State roads, with the foillowing amendments:

To Section first, in the fifth line, after the words, ¢ shall record,”
insert, “and keep an index of.”

And add, as See,@non 4th, «This act to take effect from and after
. its passage;” :

Which amendments were agreed to.
Mr Flint, from the Committee on Incorporations, to whom was
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referred the petition of sundry citizens of Keokuk county, re-
ported,

H. R. file, No. 60, A Bill for an act to authorize George W.
Hays to construct a dam across the south fork of Skunk nver,

Which was read a first time.

Mr Griffith offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the committee appointed upon the part of this
House to examine into the affairs of the Iowa Penitentiary, be re-
quired to report to this House on or before the 10th day of Janu-
ary next;

Which was not adopted.

Mr Sargeant, {rom the Committee on Enrolled Bills, reported, H.
R. file, Nos. 15 and 18, as correctly enrolled.

The same were then presented to the Speaker and received his
signature.

Mr McManaman obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 61, A Bill for an act to regulate grocery license

Which was read a first time. »

H. R. file, No. 48, A Bill for an act to restrain swine from run-
ning at large, in Clinton county ;

Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr Griffith,

Was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

H. R. file, No. 52, A Bill for an act to amend an act regulating
practice in the District Court;

Was read a second time ; and,

On motion of Mr Read,

Was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

H. R. file, No. 53, A Bill for an act to organize the Supreme
Court of the State of Iowa; .

Was read a second time; and

Cn motion of Mr Griffith,

Was referred to a Select Committee of five.

Messrs Read, Mahony, Timmons, Harrison and Sales, were ap-
pointed said committee.

H. R. file, No. 54, A Bill for an act concermng claimants on the
Half-breed tract;

Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr McFarland,
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Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 56, A Bill for an act to repeal an act entitled “an
act to locate the seat of government;”
Was read a second time; and,
On motion of Mr Harrison,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 57, A Bill for an act to vacate a certain road there-
in named;
Was read a second time ; and,
On motion of Mr Evans,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 14, A Bill for an act to repeal an act regulating
" interest on money ;
" Was read a third time; and,
On motion of Mr Goodrell,
Was re-committed to the Committee on Ways and Means.
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land from
Congress;
Was'read a third time.
Mr Jacobs offered the following amendment, by way of a rider:
That Sigourney be made a point;
Which was lost.
And the question recurring upon the passage of the Joint Reso-
lution,
It was decided in the affirmative.
So the Resolution passed and its title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 24, A Bill for an act to locate a State road from
Agency City to Trader’s Point;
Was read a third time, and
On motion of Mr Flint,
The bill was referred to a select committee,
Messrs Flint, Goodrell and Babbitt were appointeéd said com-
mittee.
On motion of Mr Goodrell,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock ». m.

/
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2 oclock P. M.

The House met pursuant fo adjournment.

H. R. file, No. 31, A bill for an act requiring all notices of sales,
by order of courts of record, to be printed in some newspaper;

Was read a third time, passed apd its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 33, Joint Resolution for the relief of Harvey
Leonard, Sheriff of Scott county;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 35, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled “an
act providing for and regulating general elections;” \

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 37, A Bill for an act to locate the seat. of justice
of Madison and Warren counties ; )

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 47, A Bill for an act to amend an act for the or-
ganization of Potawottomie county ;

Was read a third time. .

Mr Babbitt offered the following amendments, by way of ryder:

Add to Section 1st, ¢So far as the same relates to the organiza-
tion of Pottowattomie county. '

Add to Section 2nd, “And that the temporary organization of
Potowatiomie county, and the terms of office of all officers elected
or holding office under or by authority of such temporary organiza-
tion, shall cease and expire upoy the taking effect of this act.

Which were agreed to.

And the question recurring upon the passage of the bill ;

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows :

' Yeas 25,
Nays 12,

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Betts, Baker, Collins, Corse, Davidson,
Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Langton, McFarland,

Norton, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sargeant, Walker, Weyand, Weod and
Mr Speaker.

. Those who voted in the negative, were
Messrs. Allis2cg1,, Burroughs, Elmer, Goodrell, McCrary, McMari-
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aman, Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Williams, Woodworth and
Jacobs. , ]

So the bill passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 45, A Bill for an act to reduce the mumber of
grand and petit jurors;

Was read a third time. .

And the question being put,

«Shall the bill pass?”’

It was decided in the negative.

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr

Rockwell, their Secretary:
MR Srraxer:

1 am directed to inform the House of Representatlves that the
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 38, Joint Resolution for the carrying of the mail;

"Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution providing compensation for
the Commissioners appointed to select Des Moines river lands;

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John Brophy addi-
tional compensation for the selection of Salt Springs;

Senate file, No, 15, A Bill to establish & ferry across the Des
Moines river at Boatman’s Mill, in Lee county;

Senate file, No. 30, An Act to locate a State road therein named;

Senate file, No. 31, An Act to allow the Auditor of State to audit
and allow expenses of the Supreme Court;

Senate file, No. 29, An Act and Ordinance accepting of the prop-
ositions made by Congress on the admission of Iowa as a State into
the Union.

I am also directed to inform the House that the Senate have re-
fused to concur in the amendment made by the House to

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the report of
the Judiciary Commitlee, to whom was referred the report of the
* Committee of Revision. Also,

On motion of Mr Wright,

Resolved, By the Senate, the House concurring, That the Gener-
al Assembly adjourn sine die, on the 30th inst.

In all of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 13, An Act to establish-a State road from Eddy-
ville, in Wappello county, to Bloomfield in Davis county; Also,
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H. R. file, No. 28, An Act to authorize the Judge of Probate of °
Marion county to transcribe the records of the Probate Court.

The same having passed the Senate with some slight amendments.

And then he withdrew.

Mr McFarland moved to adjourn,
Which motion was lost.
Mr Sales moved to take up the Senate message H
Which was agreed to.
Senate file, No 38, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail ;
Was was read a first time ; and,
On motion of Mr Sales,
The 42nd rule was suspended, the resolution read a second and
third time, passed and its title agreed to.
On motion of Mr Sales,
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock.

Tuesday Morning, December 19th, 1848.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Evans presented the petition of sundry citizens of Scott coun-
ty, praying for a law abolishing the township organization of Scott
couhty;

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Evans,

Was referred to the Standing Committee on township and county
organization.

Also,

The petition of sundry citizens of Muscatine and Scott countles,
praying for an act for a State road from Davenport to the centre of
section thirty-six, in township seventy-eight, range one west, thence
west to Overman’s ferry;

Which was read, and,

" .On motion of Mr Evans,

Wasg referred to the Standing Committee on Roads and Highways.

Mr Babbitt introduced H. R. file, No. 63, Joint Resolution re-
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quiring the Secretary of State to furnish the counties of Warren and
Madison with copiet of the Revised Statutes and other laws of this
State;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Read from the Select Commitiee to whom was referred H.
R. file, No. 40, A Bill for an act for the relief of occupying claim-
ants of real estate, reported that the committee had had the same
under consideration and recommended its passage with the follow-
ing amendment : .

In the first section, thirty-second line, after the word ¢ claim,”
strike out the words “by such eviction;

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mt Alexander, from the Standing Committee on Agriculture, to
whom was referred, H. R. file, Nou 48, A Bill for an act to restrain

_swine from running at large, submitted the following report =

The committee to whom was referred H. R. file, No. 48, have
had the same under consideration and ask leave to report the same
back without amendment, and recommend its passage.

Mr Evans obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 64, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled “an
act to incorporate the town of Davenport.”

H. R. file, No. 63, was read a first time.

H. R. file, No. 58, was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Langton,

Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 59, Joint Resolution in support of Mr. Whitney’s
railroad project;

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr Sales,

Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 60, A Bill for an act to authorize George W.
Hays to build a dam across the South fork of Skunk river;

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Babbitt,

Was indefinitely postponed.

H. R. file, No. 61, A Bill for an act to license and regulate gro-
ceries;

Was read a second time.

Mr McFarland moved to refer it to the S‘tandmg Committee om

Tucorporations..
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My Harrison moved to amend by laying it upon the table.

Which was agreed to. .

H. R. file, No. 34, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
‘therein named; .

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 36, A Bill for an act to establish a State road from
Monona, in Clayton county, to Fort Atkinson;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

_ H.R. file, No. 38, A Bill for an act requiring the Secretary of
State to record State roads;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 39, A Bill for an act to provide for the nav1gatlon
of the Des Moines river, between the Raccoon fork thereof and the
northern boundary of this State;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to. ~

H. R. file, No. 36, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled “an
act to establish new counties and define their boundaries;”

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 55, A Bill for an act authorizing Frederick An-
dros, of Clayton county, to transcribe the records of said county;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

The Senate message was taken up, and H. R. file, No. 23, A Bill
for an act to amend the charter of the city of Burlington, having
been returned with amendments,

The question was upon the concurrence of the House in the
amendments made by the Senate;

Which was decided in the affirmative.

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution providing eompensation for
the Commissioners appointed to select Des Moines river lands ;

Was read a first time.

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John Brophy an
additional compensation for the location of Salt Spnngs 5

Was read a first time,

Mr McFarland moved to suspend the 42nd rule and read the
Joint Resolution a second and third time now.

Mr Goedrell moved to amend the motion by reading a second
time;

Which was agreed to.

The Joint Resollution/was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

y
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It was referred to the Standing Committee on Claims.

Senate file, No. 15, A Bill for an act to establish a ferry at Boat-
man’s mill, on the Des Moines river, in Lee county;

Was read a first time. a

Mr Read moved to suspend the 42nd rule and read the bill a sec-
ond and third time now.

Mr McFarland moved to amend by reading a second time.

Which was agreed to. .

The bill having been read a second time,

Mr Harrison moved the further suspension of the 42nd rule.

Mr Corse moved to amend the bill by striking out the word “ ex-
clusive.” ¥ .

Mr Harrison moved the previous questlon H

And the quesuon being, )

¢Shall the main question be put ?”

It was decided in the affirmative,

And the question recurring upon the suspension of the 42nd rule,

It was decided in the negative.

Senate file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for the improvement of the
harbor at Dubuque;

Was read a first time.

On motion of Mr Langton,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the resolution read a second and
third time, passed and its title agreed to,

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the report of
the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the report
of the Committee of Revision, the same having been returned from
the Senate, the Senate refusing to concur in the amendment made
by the House. .

Mr Goodrell moved that the House adhere to its amendment

And the question being put,

It was decided in the aﬁirmatwe.

Senate file, No. 31, A Bill for an act to authorize the Auditor of
State to audit and allow the expenses of the Supreme Gourt,

Was read a first time,

Senate file, No. 30, A Bill for an act to locate a State road therem
named; .

Was read a first time.

Senate file, No. 24, A Bill for an act for a State road therem
named ;
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‘Was read a first time, and,

On motion of Mr Timmons, :

‘The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a second and third
time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 13, A Bill for an aet to locate a State road from
Eddyville to Bloomfield;

Was read and the amendments made by the Senate agreed to.

Senate file, No. 29, An Act and Ordinance aceepting the propo-
sitions made by Congress upon the admission of Iowa into the Union;

Was read a first time.

Senate Resolution for the adjournment of the General Assembly
on the 30th inst.;

Was read.

Mr Babbitt moved that the further-consideration of the resolution
be postponed until Monday next.

Mr Griffith moved a call of the House.

Absent—Mr Mahony. \

Mr Goodrell moved that the further call of the House be dispens-
ed with;

‘Which was decided in the negative.

Mr Bourne moved to adjourn;

‘Which motion was lost.

The absentee appeared and took his seat.

The question then recurring upon postponing the reselutmn,
The yeas and nays were demanded,
And were as follows :
Yeas 23,
Nays 15.
Those who voted in the affirmative, were
Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Betts, Baker, Collins, Corse, Evans,
Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, MecFar-
land, Norton, Read, Riggs, Sales, Walker, Weyand, Wood and Mr
Speaker.
Those who voted in the negative, were
Messrs Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Davidson, Elmer, Goodrell,
McCrary, McManaman, Penny, Sargeant, Stephenson, Timmons,
Thompson, Williams*and Woodworth.
So the further consideration of the resolution was postpened until
Monday next.
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On motion of Mr Collins,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock p. m.

2 o'clock, P. ML

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Read obtained leave to introduce, ’

H. R. file, No.65, A Bill for an act relative to the record of the
decree in the Half-breed case; '

Which was read a first time.

Mr Thompson obtained leave to introduce,

"H. R. file, No. 66, A Bill for an act for a road therein named.

Which was read a first time. *

Mr Babbitt moved that the bill be rejected ;

Which motion was decided in the negative.

The Speaker presented the following communication:

IIBRARIAN’S REPORT.

LIBRARIAN’S OFFICE,
Towa Ciry, December 19, 1848, %
GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, AND
Hovuse or REpPRESENTATIVES:

In compliance with the 13th and 14th sections of an act, entitlec .

“ An act to provide for the management of the State Library, and

.the election of a Librarian,” I submit to your consideration the fol-
lowing statement of facts required to be brought to your notice, to-
gether with a statement of the contingent expenses of the same, for
the years of 1847 and 1848.

The number of volumes contained in the State Library, is about
one thousand six hundred and sixty, besides a number of books, in
pamphlet form, being Journals, Reports, &e.  About one-third of
the books are law books; the remaining two-thirds consists of the
statutes of the different States, miscellaneous works, American
State papers, Journals of Congress, &ec.

There has never been an appropriation for the increase of the
of the library ; consequently, the only increase, whichis very small,
“arises from an exchange of books among the different states and
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some books sent by Congress, being laws of the Umted States,
Jjournals and documents of Congress &e.

The Library is entirely destitute of late works which have been
issued from the press on the subject of education and other subjects
of a general nature, which daily demand your attention as legislators.
The books composing the Library are mostly broken sets that want
filling up, especially is it thescase with the law reports, the sets of
which need completing’in order to derive much advantage from
those we have. In fact, our State Library is but a mere outline or
skeleton of a Library, which needs the finish to make it valuable.
There are a gredt many pamphlets in the Library that need binding,
in order more effectually to preserve them for future reference. I
would suggest that there be a small appropriation made for this pur-
pose, or that the contingent fund be increased sufficiently to allow
this to be done.

I would, also, recommend to your consideration, the propriety of
subscribing for some of the best periodicals and reviews that are
now published, to be bound and preserved in the Library. There
are quite a number of ¢Bradford’s Jowa Reports,”” in pamphlet
form, which are now superceded by Morris’ Iowa Reports.” 1
would suggest the propriety of distributing them over the State, or
disposing of them in some manner, as they are utterly useless as
they now are and only encumber the shelves of the Library.

If I correctly understand the object of a State Library, it is more
for a reference than for general reading, and the object is not for
the purpose of circulating generally throughout the State, (a thing
impracticable if such had been the intention,) but it is a mere de-
pository of rare and valuable books, for the purpose of being refer-
red to as occasions may require. 1 would, therefore, submit to your
consideration the propriety of repealing ¢ Joint Resolution relative
to books in the Library,” approved, January 26th, 1848, as it is im-
possible that it should continue without greatly injuring the books,
if it does not occasion the loss of them.

All of which is respéctfully submitted,
LEMUEL B. PATTERSON,
State Librarian.

The following is a list of the missing books :

Story’s Commentaries on Equity,.............. 2 volumes.

And the « « Federalist,....c00vuv.. 1 volume.
T80
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The following is a correct statement of the contingent expenses
of the State Library, for the years 1847 and 1848:

CONTINGENT EXPENSES oF 1847

Paid two years subscription for Niles’ Register,. ... ... $10 00
¢« for paper, postage, printing, binding, quills, &c.,... 18 00
« < candles, wood, brooms, &Cuyeeeeoerrnnenerecas 9 48
¢« carpet and expense of laying;....... Cneeaaaaa 34

Making inall,......... easienans Ceiens $72 133
CONTINGENT EXPENSES or 1848.

Paid for binding, paper, postage, quills, &c,,..ovvnn... $10 30
¢« <« candles, wood, &coyet it iiinciaaans 21 88%
¢ ¢ one year’s subscription for Niles’ Register,..... 5 00

. ———
Making in all,......ooiiiiii i, 37 18§
Expenses of 1847,........... Ceetieanaee 72 13§
Total of both years,..........cvvvuinn . 109 314
Amount drawn,. . vieei it it iineneeneaas 108 42
Balance due Librarian,. . ... Ceraeen PR 894

Which report was read, and,
On motion of Mr Harrison,

It was referred to the Committee on Schools.

Mr Flint, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred,

H. R. file, No. 24, A Bill for an act making appropriation for a
State road from Agency City to Traders Point,

Reported the same back without amendment, and,

On motion of Mr Flint, \

The said bill was laid on the table, subject to the order of the
House.

Mr McFarland obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 67, A Bill for an act to authorize Wm. S. Town-
send to establish and keep a ferry across the Missouri river at Tra-
ders Point;

Which was read a first time.

Mr McFarland moved to suspend the 42nd rule and read the bill
a second and third time now.

Mzr Corse moved to amend by reading a second time now.
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Which was agreed to.

Mr Corse moved to amend the bill by striking out the ‘words
“exclusive privilege.”

Mr Thompson moved a call of the House.

Absent—Mr Mahony.

Mr McFarland moved to dispense with the further call of the
House.

Which was agreed to.

The question recurring upon the amendment offered by Mr Corse,

It was decided in the negative.
Mr McFarland moved to suspend the 42nd rule and read the blll

a third time now.

Which was decided in the affirmative,

And the bill passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Corse presented the petition of sundry citizens of Des Moines
and Louisa counties, praying for the review of a State road therein
named; and,

On motion of Mr Corse,

‘The petition was referred to a Select Committee.

Messrs Corse, Goodrell and Sargeant were appointed said com-
mittee.

The following message was received from the Senate, by Mr

Rockwell, their Secretary: '
Mgz SrEaxER:

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate have passed,

Senate file, No. 32, An Act to establish a State road therein
named ;

Senate file, No. 34, An Act to establish a State road therein
‘named ; '

Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropriation of
land for the improvement of Skunk river;

Senate file, No, 42, An Act to locate a State road from Pella to
Fort Des Moines, ‘

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 51, Joint Resolutmn asking a mail route from
Prairie du Chien to Fort Atkinson;

Also,
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H. R. file, No. 46, A Bill for an act.to establish a State road from
Mrs. Tesler’s to Columbus City.

The same having passed the Senate without amendment.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution requestmg our Senators and
Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation to pay
the citizens of Iowa for services rendered in the Missouri war;

Also,

H. R. file, No. 15, Joint Resolution asking a donation of land for
the improvement of Muscatine Island ;

The same having received the signature ¢f the President of the
Senate.

And then he withdrew. .

Mr Goodrell obtained leave to introduce,
H. R. file, No. 68, Memorial and Joint Resolution for the increase
of mail facilities ;
Which was read a first time, and
On motion of Mr Goodrell,
The 42nd rule was suspended, the memorial read a third time,
. passed and its title agreed to.
Mr McFarland moved to adjourn;
Which was lost.
The Senate message was taken from the table:
Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for a grant of land to
improve the navigation of Skunk river; :
Was read a first time, and,
On motion of Mr Griﬂith,
The 42nd rule was suspended, the resolution read a third time,
passed and its title agreed to. ‘
Senate file, No. 42, An Act to locate a State road therein named ;
Was read a first time. '
Senate file, No. 34, An Act for a State road therein named ;
Was read a first time, and,
On motion of Mr Evans,
The 42nd rule was _suspended, the bill read a second and third
time, passed and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No: 32, A Bill to locate a State road therein named;
Was read a first time.
Mr Griffith obtained leave to introduce,
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H. R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolution for a mail route from West
Point to Salem;
Which was read a first time.
On motion of Mr Langton,
The House adjourned until 10 o’clock a. u. to-morrew.

Wednesday Morning, December 20th, 1848.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Griffith gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day, he
would mtroduce,

A Bill for an act to organize, discipline and govern the militia of
the State of Iowa:

Mr Harrison-obtained leave to intreduce,

H. R. file, No. 70, Joint Resolution appointing an agent to pay
the interest on the lowa State stock

Which was read a first time.

Mr Corse, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred the
petltxon of sundry citizens of Des Moines and Louisa counties,
praying for the re-location of a portion of the State road, therein
named, reported,

H. R. file, No. 71, A Bill for an act to re-locate a part of the
State road from Burlmgton, in Des Moines county, to Wappello, in
Louisa county ;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Read, from the Committee on the Des Moines river improve-
ment, submitted the following report :

The Committee on the* Des Moines river improvement, to whom
was referred,

H. R. file, No. 5, A Bill for an act for reducing the price of the

Des Moines river lands ;

Also,

H. R. file, No. 25, A Bill for an act to amend an act creatmg!a
Board of Public Works and providing for the improvement of the
Des Moines river, approved Fehruary 24th, 1847, and to repeal am
sct supplemental thereto, approved January 24th, 1848,
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Have, in connection with the Senate Committee on Internal Im-
provements, had the same under consideration, and have agreed
upon the principles of a bill incorporating the general principles of
said bills, and have instructed said Senate committee to introduce in-
to the Senate a bill accordingly. Therefore, the committee have
instructed me to report said bills back to the House and recommend
their indefinite postponement and ask to be excused from the furth-
er consideration of the same.

Which report was concurred in.

Mr Betts, from the Committee on Claims, to whom was referred,

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John Brophy addi-
tional compensation for locating Salt Springs,

Have examined the claim and instruet me to report in faver of
the resolution, and recommend the passage of the same without
amendment.

Which report was concurred in.

Mr Sales, from the Commlttee on Engrossed Bills, submitted the
following report:

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was referred,

H. R. file, No. 54, An Act concerning claims on the Half-breed -
tract; also,

H. R. file, No. 56, An Act to repeal an act to provide for the lo-
cation of the seat of government of the State of Iowa, and for the
selection of land granted by Congress to aidin erecting public build-
ings; ‘also,

H. R. file, No. 58, An Act regulating grocery license ; also,

H. R. file, No. 59, Joint Resolution in support of Mr. Whitney’s
railroad project;

Have instructed me to report that they have examined the same
and find them correctly engrossed.

Mr Harrison obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 72, A Bill for an act to establish a State road from
Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa county ;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Collins, agreeable to notice previously given, introduced,

H. R. file, No. 73, A Bill for an act to locate a State road from
Burlington, in Des Moines county, to Fort Madison, in Lee county,

Which was read a first time.

Mr Harrison, in accordance with notice prevmusly given, intro-
duced,



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 239

H.R. file, No. 74, A Bill for an act establishing the office of
Public Printer, deﬁmng the duties thereof and estabhshlng the pri-
ces of public printing;

Which was read a first time; and,

On motion of Mr Gooedrell,

Ordered, That the usual number of copies be printed for the use
of the General Assembly’

Mr McFarland obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 75, A Bill for an act amendatory to an act entitled
«“An act regulatmg attachments before Justices of the Peace;”’

Which was read a first time.

Mr Harrison obtained leave and infroduced,

H. R. file, No. 76, A Bill for an act to {und the debt of the State;

Which was read a first time.

N. R. file, No. 62, A Bill for an act regulating costs of criminal
prosecutions in Davis and Appanoose counties ;

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr McFarland,
"Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

The' following message was received from the Senate, by Mr
Rockwell their Secretary:

M=z SpEAKER;

I am directed to present for your signature, )

Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route from Fort
Des Moines to the East or Boone fork of the Des Moines river;

Senate file, No, 18, Joint Resolution for the carrying of the mail;-

Senate file, No. 28, An Act to establish a State road from Cedar
Rapids to Marengo;

Senate file, No. 20, An Act to estabhsh a State road from Delhi
to Independence ;

Al of which have passed both Houses of the General Assembly.

I am also directed to inform the House that the Senate have had
under consideration in Committee of the Whole,

H. R. file, No. 57, Poetical Resolution, &c., and have proposed a
substitute as responsive,

In which they very respectfully request the concurrence of the
House.

And then he withdrew.
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H. R. file, No. 63, Joint Resolution requiring the Secretary-of
State to furnish the counties of Warren and Madison, with copies
of the revised statutes and other laws of this State;

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Babbitt,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 64, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled ‘‘an
act to incorporate the town of Davenport;’” |
Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Evans,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 65, A Bill for an act relative to the decree of the
Half-breed tract, in Lee county;
Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Read, .
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 66, A Bill for a State road therein named;
Was read a second time.
Mr Babbitt moved to indefinitely postpone the further considera-
tion of the same;
Which was decided in the negative,vand,
On motion of Mr Thompson,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolution for a mail route from West
Point to Salem, in Henry county ;
Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr Griffith,
The 42nd rule was suspended, the resolution read a third time,
passed and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 15, An Act to establish a ferry across.the Des
Moines river, at Boatman’s mill ‘
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Senate file, No, 22, Joint Resolution allowing John Brophy addi-
tional compensation for locating salt springs ;
Was read a third time, and,
On motion of Mr Harrison,
Was re-committed to a Select Committee of three, with instruo-
tions to report the number of days'actually employed and the:
amaunt of additional service rendered..
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Messrs Harrison, Goodrell and McFarland were appointed said
committee. '
Senate file, No. 29, An Act and Ordxnance accepting of the prop-
osition made by Congress on the admission of Iowa as a State into
the Union;
Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr Corse,
Was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Senate file, No. 30, An Act to locate a State- road therein named;
Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr Wood,
Ordered, To be read a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 31, An Act to authorize the Auditor of State to
audit and allow the expenses of the Supreme Court;
Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr McFarland,
Ordered, To be read a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 32, An Act to establish a State road therein
named ;
Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr Collins,
Ordered, To be read a third time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution providing compensation for
the Commissioners appointed to select the Des Moines river lands;
Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr Allison,
Was referred to the Standing Committee on the Des Moines riv-
er Improvement. ’
Senate file, No. 42, An Aet to locate a State road from Pella, in
Marion county, to Fort, Des Moines;
Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr Collins,
Ordered,; To be read a third time to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 40, An Act for the relief of occupying claimants
of real estate; -
Was fead a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 48, An Act te restrain swine from r.\ummg at
large in Clinton county;
Was read a ig}ilrd time, passed and its title agreed to.
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. H. R. file, No. 54, An Act concerning claimants on the Half-
dreed tract;

Was read a third time;

And the question being upon the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows :

Yeas 34,
-Nays 3.

Those who voted in the aflirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Burroughs, Collins,
Corse, Davidson, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell, Griffith,
Harrison, Jacobs, Langton, McFarland, McManaman, Norton, Pen-
ny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sargeant, Stephenson, Timmons, Thomp-
son, Walker, Weyand, Wood, Woodworth and Mr Speaker

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Allison, Bourne and McCrary.

So the bill passed and its title was agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 56, An Act to repeal an act provxdmg for the lo-
cation of the seat of government of Iowa, and for the selection of
lands granted by Congress;’

Was read a third time.

Mr Babbitt offered the following amendment, by way of ryder:

Add to the end of the 1st Section—

¢ And that the seat of government of this State be, and the same
is hereby located and established at the town of Fort Des Moines in
Polk county; Provided, The citizens of Polk county shall refund
to purchasers of lots in Monroe City, all money paid thereon.”

And uvpon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows: -

- Yeas 11, .
Nays 25.

Those voting in the affirmative, were

Messrs Babbitt, Corse, Elmer, Flint, Gifford, MeCrary, McFar-
land, McManaman, Riggs, Thompson and Woodworth. '

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Baker, Betts, Bourne, Burroughs,
Collins, Davidson, Evans, Goodrell, Grifith, Harrison, Jacobs,
#Langton, Norton, Penny, Read, Sales, Sargeant, Stephenson, Tim-
mons, Walker, Weyand, Williams, Wood and Mr Speaker.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 243

Mr Allison moved to indefinitely postpone the bill;

‘Which motion was lost.

Mr Babbitt offered the following amendment by way of ryder:

Adad to the 1st Section,

« Provided the citizens of Iowa City shall refund to the owners
of lots in Monroe City, all monies paid thereon.”

Mr Bourne offered the following amendment to the amendment :

Strike out “Iowa City” and insert ¢ Marion county.”

Which was decided in the affirmative.

And the question recurring upon the amendment as amended,

It was decided in the negative.

Mr Babbitt moved to lay the blll on the table.

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded, ®

And were as follows:

Yeas 17,
Nays 20.

Those who voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Babbitt, Burroughs, Corse, David-
son, Elmer, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, McCrary, McManaman, Nor-
ton, Penny, Riggs, Sargeant and Thompson.

Those who voted in the negative, wege

Messrs Baker, Betts, Bourne, Collins, Evans, Goodrell, Harri-
son, Jacobs, Langton, McFarland, Read, Sales, Stephenson, Tim-
mons, Walker, Weyand, Williams, Wood, Woodworth and Mr
Speaker.

So the motion was lost.

And the question recurring upon the passage of the bill;

The yeds and nays were demanded,

And were as follows :

Yeas 26,
Nays 11.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Baker, Betts, Bourne, Collins, Corse, Davidson, Evans,
Goodrell, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Langton, McCrary, McFar-
land, McManaman, Penny, Read, Sales, Stephenson, Timmons,
Walker, Weyand, Williams, Wood, Woodworth and Mr Speaker.

‘Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Babbitt, Burroughs, Elmer, Flint,
Gifford, Norton, Riggs, Sargeant and Thompson,
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So the bill passed and its title was agreed to.
On motion of Mr Harrison,
The House adjourned until two o’clock ». x.
Y :

2 o'clock, P. M.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

H. R. file, No. 57, An Act to vacate a certain road therein named;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 4§8, An Act to regulate grocery license ;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Harrison asked leave to introduce the petition of Ezekiel
Clark and others, praying for the extension of time to build a dam
across the Iowa river ;

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Harrison,

Was referred to a Select Committee..

Messrs Harrison, Babbxtt ;and Wllhams were appointed said com-
mittee.

Mr Collins offered the following resolutmn

" Resolved, that the two Houses of the General Assembly adjourn
on Friday, the 22nd inst, until Wednesday the 3rd day of January,
1849; . _

Which was rejected.

On motion of Mr Read,
The House adjourned until to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock.

Thursday Morning, December 21st, 1848,

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Stephenson presented the petition of A. B. Dllley and five
others, citizens of Muscatine county, praying for the repeal of a.
portion of the existing school law;,
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Which was read, and,

Onmotion of Mr Stephenson, ‘

Was referred to the Committee on Schools.

Mr Timmons presented the petition of sundry citizens of Linn
county, praying for the passage of an act authorizing mele citizens
to have a rifle or musket free from executxon or tax ;

Which was read, and;

On motion of Mr Goodrell,
Was referred to the Committee on Military Aﬁ'alrs
Mr Evans presented the petition of sundry citizens of Muscatine

and Scott counties, praying fd!sthe vacation of a certain road there-
in named;

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Evans,

Was referred to the standing Committee on Roads and Highways.

Mr Babbitt presented the petition of sundry citizens of Marion
county, praying for the location and establishment of a State road
therein named;

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Babbitt,

Was referred to the standing Committee on Roads and Highways.

Mr Babbitt presented the petition of Henry P. Scholte, a citizen
of Pella, Marion county, praying for the revision of an act supple-
mental to an act creating a Board of Public Works and providing
for the improvement of the Des Moines river, approved January
24th, 1848;

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Babbitt,

Was referred to the Committee on Des Moines river Improve-
ments,

Mr Flint presented the petition of sundry citizens of Davis coun-
ty, praying for the repeal of an act relative to the sale of public
land appropnated by Congress for the improvement of the Des
Moines river, and for the extension of the right of pre-emption to
actual settlers at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre;

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Flint,

Was referred to the standing Committee on Des Moines river

Improvements.

Mxr Babbitt presented the petition of Henyy P, Scholte, a citizen
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of Pella, Marion county, praying the General Assembly to pass a
resolution approving of, and recommending the adoption of Mr
Whitney’s railroad project;

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Babbitt,

Was laid upon the table.

Mr McCrary gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day,
he would introduce, _

A Bill for an act to amend an act defining crimes and punishments.

Mr Read, from the Committee on Ways and Means, submitted
the following report :

The standing Committee on “'ays and Means, to whom was re-
ferred, ,

H. R. file, No. 14, A Bill tor an act to repeal an act entitled “an
act regulating the interest on money;” also,

H. R..file, No. 27 A Bill for an act providing for the assessing
and collecting of the revenue,

Have had the same under consideration and have instructed me
to report the same back to the House, and recommend their indefi-
nite postponement; and ask to be discharged from the further con-
sideration of the same,

The question being upon the concurrence of the House in the re- *
port of the committee;

And the question recurring upon the indefinite postponement of
H. R. file, No. 14;

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows :

Yeas 29,
Nays 7.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were :

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Betts, Bourne, Burroughs, Collins,
Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell, Harrison, Jacobs, McCrary,
McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sargeant, Stephenson,
Timmons, Thompson, Walker, Weyand, Williams, Wood, Wood-
worth and Mr Speaker.

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Babbitt, Corse, Davidson, Griffith, Langton, Mahony
and Sales,

So the bill was indefinitely postponed.
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And the question recurring upon’ the indefinite postponement of
H. R. file, No. 27, A Bill for an act to provide for the assessment
and collection of revenue for State, county and township purposes,

It was decided in the affirmative.

Mr Flint, from the Committee on Incorporations, reported,

H. R. file, No. 77, A Bill for an act to authorize Israel Atherton
to establish and keep a ferry across the Mississippi river at a point
in Scott county, opposite Cordova, in the State of Illinois ;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Harrison, from the Select Committee to whom was referred
the petition of Ezekiel Clark and others, praying for an extension
of time for putting a lock in the Iowa City manufacturxng Company
mill dam, reported,

H. R. file, No. 78, A Bill for an act to extend the time for put-
ting a loek in the Jowa City manufacturing Company mill dam ;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Mahony obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 79, A Bill for an act supplemental to an act of
February 25th, 1847, entitled “an act supplemental and amenda-
tory to an act to establish common schools, approved January 16th,
1840.”

On motion of Mr McFarland,

The reading of the bill was dispensed with, and the usual number
of copies were ordered to be printed.

Mr Flint obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 80, A Bill for an act to create a fifth Judicial Dis-
triet;

Which was read 2 first time. )

Mr Flint moved to suspend the 42nd rule and read the bill a sec-
ond and third time now;

Which motion was decided in the negative.

Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce,

H. R.file, No. 81, A Bill for an act to locate a State road from
Knoxville, in Marion county, via of the seats of justice of the coun-
ties of Madison and Warren, to the western line of the county of
Madison;

Which was read a first time; and,

On motion of Mr Babbitt,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the blll read a second time by its

title; and,
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On motion of Mr Babbitt,
- Was referred to the standing Committee on Roads and Highways.
On motion of Mr Babbitt,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock ». u

2 o'clock, P. ML

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Evans obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 82, Memorial to Congress for a' Marine Hospital,
on Rock Island;

Which was read a first time; and,

On motion of Mr Betts, ,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the memorial read a second and
third time, passed and its title agreed to.

The Speaker laid before the House certain claims for expenses
incurred by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

The reading of the accounts was dispensed with and they were
referred to the standing Committee on Claims; and the blank forms
were referred to the Committee on Schools,

. Mr Corse presented the claims of James W. Woods and others,
which,
On motion of Mr Corse,

Were referred to the standing Committee on Claims.

My Sales, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported, that

The Committee on Engrossed Bills, to whom was referred, H.
R. file, Nos. 64, 65 and 66, have instructed me to report that they
have examined the same and find them correctly engrossed.

Mr Read obtained leave to introduce,

H.R. file, No. 83, Memorial and Joint Resolution for the in-
crease of the pension of Isaac W. Griffith ;

Which was read a first time; and,

On motion of Mr McFarland,
The 42nd rule was suspended, the memorial and joint resolution
read a second and third time, passed, and its title agreed to.
" Mr McFarland introduced.the following resolution :
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Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by the chair
to draft and re-model the Probate Code, and that said Committee be
requested to report at as early a day as practicable.

Messrs McFarland, Allison and Babbitt were appointed said com-
mittee.

H. R. file, No. 76, A Bill for an act to fund the State debt;

Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr Griffith,

Was referred to the standing Committee on Ways and Means.

H. R. file, No. 75, A Bill for an act to amend an act regulating
attachments;

Was read a second time ; and,

On motion of Mr McFarland,

Ordeéred, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 74, A Bill for an act to establish the office of Pub-
lic Printer, to define the duties thereof and to establish the prices
of public printing;

Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr Goodrell,

The House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole for its
consideration.

. Mr Read in the Chair.

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and by
their Chairman reported, the bill back to the House, with the fol-
lowing amendments :

Strike out the word “Public” and insert «State” wherever it
occurs, and fill the blank in the third line of the fourth Section by
inserting the word « five ;”

Which amendments were concurred in.

On motion of Mr Harrison,

The 42nd rule was suspended, and the bill read a third time;

And the question being, ¢Shall the bill pass ?”

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows:

Yeas 25,
Nays 9.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Betts, Collins, Corse, David-
son, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Langton,

32
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McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sargeant, Walker,
Weyand, Wood and Mr Speaker.

Those who voled in the negative, were

Messrs Bourne, Burroughs, McCrary, McManaman, Stephenson,
Thompson, Williams, Woodworth and Goodrell.

So the bill passed and its title was agreed to.

The following message was received from the Senate by Mr
Rockwell, their Secretary:

Mpge SPEARER:
1 am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate has passed,

Senate file, No. 28, An Act to authorize Wm. Green his heirs
and assigns to improve the Cedar river by a dam and lock;

Senate file, No. 36, An Act to establish a State road and branch
thereof’;

In avhich the concurrence of the House is requested.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 36, An Act to locate a State road therein named;

H. R file, No. 55, An Act to authorize F. Andros to transcribe
the records of Clayton county ;

The same having passed the Senate without amendment; a‘lso,

Resolved by the Senate, the House concurring, that the General
Assembly will adjourn on Friday, December 22nd, to meet again
on Wednesday, January 3rd, 1849.

I herewith present for your signature,

Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution to aceept of a reconnoisance
and preliminary survey;

Senate file, No. 33, An Act amendatory to an act entitled an act
to provide for the better settling and adjudicating titles set up to
the Half-breed lands in Lee county.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 34, An Act to authorize Davxd W. King to estab-
lish and keep a ferry at Cedar Rapids ;

H. R. file, No. 39, An Act to provide for the nav1gatlon of the
Des Moines river between the Raccoon forks and the northern
boundary of the State;

H. R. file, No. 37, A Bill for an act to locate the seat of Justioe
of the counties of Madison and Warren ;)

\
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The same having passed the Senate without amendments.
And then he withdrew. -

On motion of Mr Betts,

The message from the Senate was, taken up.

The resolution for the adjournment of the General Assembly,
from Friday the 22nd inst., until Wednesday the 3#d day of Janu-
ary, 1849, was read.

Mr Babbitt moved a call of the House.

Absent—Messrs Allison, Gifford, Griffith, Mahony and Timmons,

After some time spent, the absentees appeared and took their
seats.

Mr McManaman moved to amend by striking out « Wednesday,
January 3rd, 1849,” and inserting * Tuesday, December 26 ;”

Which was disagreed to.

The question then recurring {upon concurring in the resolution of
the Senate;

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows: -

Yeas 6,
Nays 32.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Betts, Bourne, Collins, Harrison, Langton and Evans.

These who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Babbitt, Baker, Burroughs, Corse,
Davidson, Elmer, Gifford, Goodrell, Griffith, J acobs, Mahony,
McCrary, McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sar-
geant, Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Walker, Weyand, Wil-
liams, Wood, Woodworth and Mr Speaker.

So the resolution was not concurred in.

H. R. file, No. 73, A Bill for an act for a State road therein
named ;

Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr Griffith,

.Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 70, Joint Resolution appomtmg an agent to pay
the interest on the Iowa State Stock;

-Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr Griffith,
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The 42nd rule was suspended, the resolution read a third. time,
passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 72, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
from Cedar Rapids to Marengo, in Jowa county ; '

Was read a second time; and,

‘On motion of Mr Timmons,

Ordered, To®e engrossed and read-a third time to-morrow.

Mr Sales obtained leave to introduce, ‘
~ The petition of Hugh W. Sample and others, praying for a grant
of one township of the lands known as the ¢ Salt Spring” lands, to
the medical department of the State University;

Which was read; and,

On motion of Mr Sales,

Was referred to a Select Committee of three.

Messrs Harrison, Sales and Sargeant, were appomted said com-
mittee.

Mr McFarland, from the Comm1ttee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred, ‘

H. R. file, No. 52, A Bill for an act to amend an act to regulate
practice in the District Court,

Reported that the committee had had the same under considera-
tion and were unable to agree, and asked leave to be discharged
from the further consideration of the same.

Mr Babbitt moved to refer the same to a Select Committee.

Which was agreed to.

Messrs Babbitt, Harrison and Corse, were appointed said com-
mittee.

Mr McFarland offered the following resolutlon

Resolved, That this House will now adjourn until Wednesday,
the 27th inst., at 2 o’clock ». M

Which was not adopted.

Mr McFarland moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock, to-morrow
morning. .

Which motion was lost.

H. R. file, No. 62, An Act regulating costs in criminal prosecu-
tions in Davis and Appanoose counties ;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 63, Joint Resolution requiring the Secretary of
State to furnish the counties of Warren and Madison with copies of
the laws of this State;
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Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to. ,

H. R. file, No. 63, Joint Resolutxon in support of Mr thtney s
Railroad project,

Was read a third time, passed, and its title agreed to.

Mr Williams moved the House adjourn.

Which motion was lost.

Senate file, No. 42, An Act to locate a State road from Pella, in
Marion county, to Fort Des Moines, Polk county;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Harrison moved to adjourn. k

Which was decided in the negative.

Senate file, No. 30, An Act to locate a State road therein named ;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Mr Harrison asked leave of absence for Mr Mahony from to-
morrow until Tuesday, January 3rd, 1849;

Which was granted. '

Mr Read asked leave of absence for Mr Betts until next Wed-
nesday;

Which was granted. N

Semte file, No. 31, An Act to authorize the Auditor of State to
audit and allow the expenses of the Supreme Court;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to. . ¢

Mr Baker moved to adjourn;

Which motion was lost.

Senate file, No. 32, An Act to establish a State road the.xem
named ;

Was read a third time, passed-and its title agreed to.

Mr Sales moved ta adjourn;

Which motion was lost.

H. R. file, No. 64, An Act to amend an act to incorporate the
town of Davenport ;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. ﬁ'le, No. 65, An Act relative to the record of the decree of
partition in the Half-breed tract of land, in Lee county ;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
- H. R. file, No. 66, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
therein named;

Was read a third time, and,

On motion of My Griffith,
Was re-committed te the Committee on Roads and Highways..

\
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Mr Jacobs moved to adJourn,

Which motion was lost. '

Senate file, No. 36, An Act to establish a State road and branch
thereof';

Was read a first time.

Senate file, No. 28, A Bill for an act to authorize William Green
to improve Cedar river by the erection of a dam and lock;

Was read a first time. _ '

Senate file, No. 33, An Act amendatory to an act entitled “an act
to provide for the better settling and adjustment of the several fitles
set up to the Half-breed lands, in Lee county,” passed June 11th,
1845;

Was read a first time.

Mr Betts moved to adjourn;

Which motion was decided in the negative.

Mr Mahony moved to adjourn until 10 o’clock to-morrow
morning ; '

‘Which motion was decided in the affirmative.

The Hous® adjourned until 10 o’clock a. m. to-morrow. - ’

Friday Morning, December 22nd, 1848.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Goodrell asked leave to have his vote on the question of the
passage of the bill providing for the election of State Printer &e.,
recorded in the negative;

Which was granted.

Mr Mahony waived his leave of absence. '

Mr Stephenson presented the petition of the Trustees of the
town of Bloomington, Muscatine county, praying for the amendment
of their charter; :

Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Stephenson,
Referred to the Committee on Incorporations.
Mr Davidson presented the account of Henry Ward;

.

-«
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Which was read, and,

On motion of Mr Corse; ,:

Referred to the standing Committee on Claims.. .

Mr Griffith, from the standing Commlttee on Military Affairs,
submitted the following report:

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of sundry citi-
zens, of Linn county, have had the same under consideration, and
have instructed me to report,

H. R.file, No. 84, A Bill for an act to exempt from execution
certain property therein named;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Read submitted the following report:

The Select Committee to whom was referred,

H. R. file, No. 53, A Bill for an act to orgamze the Supreme
Court of the State of Iowa,

Have had the same under consideration and instruct me to report
the same back to the House, and recommend its passage with the
following amendments:

In section first, eighth line, after the word “the,” strike out the
words ‘‘decrees or;” also,

In section fourth, insert in the Ist blank, ¢ first;” in the 2nd
blank, insert < May ;" in the 3rd blank, insert ¢ December ;”

Which report and amendments were concurred in.

Mr Collins submitted the following report: '

The Committee to whom was referred, H. R. file, No. 81, A Bill
for an act to locate a State road from Knoxville, in Madison county,
via of the seats of justice of Warren and Madison counties to the
western line of Madison county, have had the same under consid-
eration, and ask leave to report the same back to the House without
amendment and recommend its passage; also,

H. R. file, No. 66, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
therein named, with the following amendment :

1st section, strike out *Senate and House of Representatives,”
and insert ¢ General Assembly;”

Which report and amendment were concurred in.
~ Mr Babbitt, from the Select Committee to whom was referred H.
R. file, No. 52, made the following report:

The Select Committee to whom was referred, H. R. file, No. 52,
A Bill for an act to amend an act to regulate practice in the District
Court, have had the same under consideration, and have instructed
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me to report the same back to the House, and recommend that the
farther consideration of the bill be indefinitely postponed. .

And the question being upon indefinitely postponing the bil,

It was decided in the negative.

Mr Harrison, from the Select Committee to whom was referred,
H. R. file, No. 43, Joint Resolution asking a donation of money or
land, reported the same back without amendment and recommended
its passage.

Mr Sargeant, from the Commmittee on Enrolled Bills, reported
that they had examined,

H. R. file, No. 13, An Act to establish a State road from Eddy-
ville to Bloomfield ;

H. R. file, No. 23, An Act to amend the charter of the city of
Burlington; ‘

H. R. file, No. 28, An Act to authorize the Judge of Probate, of
Marion county, to transeribe the records ef the Probate Court;

H. R. file, No. 41, Joint Resolution for the establishment of a
land office at Fort Des Moines;

H. R. file, No. 46, An Act to establisif a State road from Mrs.
Tesler’s to Columbus City; and,

H. R. file, No. 51, Joint Resolution asking a mail route from
Prairie du Chien to Fort Atkinson,

As correctly enrolled. '

The same were then presented to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and received his signature.

Mr Sales, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported that
they had examined,

H. R. file, No. 72, A Bill for an act to establish a State road from
Cedar Rapids to Marengo, in Iowa county; and,

H. R. file, No. 75, A Bill for an act to amend an act regulating
attachments,

As correctly engrossed.

Mr Baker obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 85, A Bill for an act to re-locate the “Fowa State
University 3’

Which was read a first time.

Mr Babbiit offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Board of Public Works be
requested to inform this House whether any moneys have been bor-
rowed by the President of the Board for the purpose of constructing:
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the improvement of the Des Moines river? If so, whether the
President has or has not agreed that State bonds bearing interest
should be issued for the amount of said loan? And whether the
President by any verbal or written agreement has contracted to
borrow any amount of money, as aforesaid, provided, the General
Assembly should authorize the issuing of State Bonds ?

" And what amount of incidental expenses have been allowed and
paid the President of the Board of Public Works? And what
amount remains unpaid at this time? And what has been the entire
amount of incidental expenses incurred by the Board since its or-
ganization; together with the entire amount paid contractors on
said improvement ?

And whether the present contractors on sald 1mprovement were
the lowest bidders for said work?

Also, that the Secretary furmsh this House with a copy of all
bids put in for said work;
Which was adopted.

Senate file, No. 28, An Act to authorize William Green, his
heirs and assigns, to improve the Cedar river by the erection of a
dam and lock ;

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr Betts,

Was referred to a Select Committee of three.

Messrs Betts, Timmons and Evans were appomted said com-
mittee.

Senate file, No. 33, An Act amendatory to an act entitled “an_
act to provide for a better settling and adjusting of the several titles
set up to the Half-breed lands in Lee county,” passed June 1 1 1845;

Was read a second time,

M Babbitt moved to amend the 3rd section by striking out the
words “Keokuk Register” and inserting ‘Iowa Statesman ;”’

Which was lost. ,

Mr Read moved to strike out the word ““ hereby” from the enact-~
ing clause;

Which was agreed teo,.and,

On motion of Mr Read, ‘

Ordered, to be &l hﬁnfd titne to-morrow.

Senate file, No. 36, An Act to establish a State road and branch
thereof ; .

Was read 2 saeézond time; and,

.
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On motion of Mr Allison,

Ordered, To be read a third time to-morrow.

Mr Sales offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the standing Committee on the J udiciary be, and
they are hereby requested to present a bill to this House exempting
certain property, held.by a married woman, from the liabilities of
her husband, and also exempting a small homestead from execution;

Which was adopted. ¢

" H. R. file, No. 78, A Bill for an act to extend the time for put-

- ting a lock in the Towa City manufacturing company mill dam ;

Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr Harrison,
"Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 79, A Bill for an act supplemental to the act of
February 25th, 1847, entitled  an act supplemental and amendato-
ry#o an act to establish common schools,” approved, Jan. 16, 1840;

Was read a second time, and,

- On motion of Mr Griffith, ,

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole for the
consideration of the same now.

Mr Corse in the chair.

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose and by
their chairman reported the same back with the following amend-
ments s /

In the 4th line of the Hth section, strike out the words “by
ballot.” ‘

Fill the first blank in the 7th section, with ¢ ten dollars,” and
fill the next blank in'same section with 75 cents.”

And the question being upon agreeing to the amendments made
by the Committee of the Whole House, .

1t was decided in the affjrmative.

Mr Bourne moved te amend the 7th section, in the fourth line,
by striking out the words, “by the County Commissioners out of-
the County Treasury,” and insert ¢out of the monies arising from
the proceeds of the sixteenth sections.” '

And upon this questlon, e .‘ .

The yeas and nays were demanded

And were as follows:

* Yeas 10,
Nays 26.
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Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Alexander, Bourne, Baker, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell,
McManamman, Timmons, Wood and Mr Speaker.

- Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Allison, Babbitt, Burroughs, Collins, Corse, Davidsen,
Elmer, Evans, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony,
McCrary, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Sar-
geant, Stephenson, Thompson, Walker, Weyand, Williams and
Woodworth.

Mr Weyand offered the Iollowmg substitute for section seventh:

« All persons employed in alloting or appraising school lands
shall be allowed, and paid out of the county treasury, such compen-
sation as may be allowed by the County Commlssloners of their re-
spective counties;”’ E

Which was disagreed to. "

Mr Bourne moved to amend the seventh section, in the fourth
line, by striking out the -words « County Commissioners out of the
county treasury,” and insert ‘State of Towa.”

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows:

Yeas 10,
Nays 27.

Those votmg in the affirmative, were

Messrs Allison, Babbitt, Bourne, Gifford, Goodrell, McM.'ana-
man, Sales, Timmons, Thompson and Weyand.

Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Alexander, Baker, Burroughs, Collins, Corse, Davidson,
Elmer, Evans, Flint, Griffith, Harrisen, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony,
McCrary, McFarland, Norten, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sargeant Ste-
phenson, Walker, Williams, Wood, Woodwarth and Mr Speaker

So the amendment was not agreed to.

My Babbitt moved to amend the seventh section, by’ strlkmg out
all after the word ““by” and insert *the person purchasmg )

Pending which question,

On motion of Mr Timinons,
The House adjourned until 2 o’cloek »i M
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2 oclockl’ M.

The House met pursuant to ad_]ournment ,
The ‘question being upon agreeing to the. amendment oﬁ'ered by
Mr Babbitt, ,
. And upen this question,
The yeas and nays were demgmded
And wezxe as follows:
Yeasi ,D,V
. Nays 28.
Those whovoted in the affirmative, were
Messrs Babbitt, Elmer, Gifford, Jacobs and nggs
Those who voted in the negative, were
‘Iﬁessrs Alexander, Betts, Bourne, Burroughs, Collms, Corse,
Davidson, Evans, Flint, Goodrell, Griffith, Harrison, Mahony,
McCrary, McFarland, McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Sales,
Sargeant, Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Walker, Weyand,
Williams, Wood and Mr Speaker.
So the amendment was not agreed to.
Mr Bourne moved to amend the seventh section by striking out.
the fourth line; C
And upon this question,
The yeas and nays were demanded
And were as follows:
o Yeas 11, .
.. Nays 24.
. Those who voted iu the affirmative, were
Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Bourne, Flint, Gifford, (zoodrell
‘Riggs, Stephenson, Timmons,, Weyand and Mr:Speaker..
Those who voted in the negative, were
Messrs Allison, Baker, Betts, Burroughs, Collms, Corse, David-
* son, Elmer, Evans, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Mahony, McCrary,
McFarland, McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Sales, Sargeant,,
Walker, Williams, Wood and Woodworth..
' 8o the amendment was not agreed to..

The ;following message was received fromthe Semate, by M
Baockwell their Secretarys. -

.’..
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M=z SPEAEER}

1 am directed to mform the House of Representatives, that the
‘Senate have passed,

‘Senate file, No. 39, An Act to authonze the Supreme Court to
hold special terms ;

In which the concurrence of the House is requested.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 83, Memorial and Joint Resolution, asking an in-
crease of the pension of Isaac W. Griffith;

H. R. file, No. 26, A Bill for angrct to amend an act to establish
new counties and define their boundaries H

H. R. file, No. 82, Memorial to Congress for a Marine Hospital,
at Rock Island;

The same having passed the Senate without amendment.

I herewith present for your signature,

Senate file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for the improvement of the
‘harbor at Dubuque; also,

Senate file, No. 24, An Act for a State road therem named 3

The same having passed both branches of the General Assembly.
And then he withdrew.

Mr Babbitt moved to refer the bill to a Select Committee;
‘Which motion was lost; and,
On motion of Mr McManaman, '
The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, passed
and its title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 80, A Bill for an act fo create a fifth J ud1c1al Dis-
trict
Was read a second time.
Mr Allison moved that the usual number of copies be printed for
the use of the House;
Which motion was decided in the negative ; and,
On motion of Mr Allison, :
The bill was referred to the standing Committee on the J udisiary.
H. R. file, No. 81, A Bill for an act to locate ‘a State road from
Knoxville, in Madison county, via the seat of justice of Warren and
Madison counties, to the west line of Madison county ;
Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.
Mr Sales obtained leave to introduce,
H. R. file, No. 86, Joint Resolution requesting a revision of the
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Constitution of the United States, in relation to the election of
President; v ;

Which was read a first time, =~

“H. R. file, No. 76, A Bill for an act to fund the debt of the State;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 77, A Bill for an act to authorize Israel Atherton
to keep a ferry across the Mississippi river at a ‘point opp051te Cor-
dova, in Illinois;

‘Was read a third time, passed and its title agreedto

H. R. file, No. 53, A Bill for an act to organize the Supreme
Gourt of the State of Towa; . '}.

Was read a third time.

Mr Corse moved to indefinitely postpone the same;

Which motion was decided in the negative.

And the question being upon the passage of the blll

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows :

Yeas 20,
Nays 17.

Those who voted in the affirmative, were

Messrs Allison, Betts, Bourne, Burroughs, Evans, Goodrell,
Griffith, Harrison, McCrary, McFarland, Norton, Read, Sales,
Stephenson, Timmons, Walker, Williams, Waod, Woodworth and
Mr Speaker. A

Those who voted in the negauve, w;ere

Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Baker, Collins, Corse, Davxdson, El-
mer, Flint, Gifford, Jacobs, Mahony, McManaman, Penny, nggs,
Sargeant, Thompson and Weyand.

So the bill passed and its title was agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 52, A Bill for an act to amend an act to regulate
practice in the District Court; R # -

Was read a third time.

And the question recurring upon the passage of the bill;

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows: .
Yeas 17,

Nays 29."

Those who voted in the affirmative, were '

Messrs Alexander, Baker, Betts, Bourne, Gollins, Goodrell and
Sales. . Co L e
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Those who voted in the negative, were

Messrs Allison, Babbitt, Burroughs, Corse, Davidson, Elmer,
Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Jacobs, Mahony, McCré-
ry, McManaman, Norton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sargeant, Stephen-
son, Timmons, Thompson, Walker, Weyand, Wllhams, Woed,
Woodworth and Mr Speaker.

So the bill was rejected.

Mr Mahony obtained leave to introduce, ®

H. R. file, No. 87, A Bill for an act to prevent the mrculatmn of
county orders ;

Which was read a first time. ‘

Mr Sargeant obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 88, A Bill for an act to legalize the acts of the
County Commissioners, of Des Moines county ;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Harrison obtained leave tointroduce,

H. R. file, No. 89, A Bill for a State road therein named;

Which was read a first time.

H. R. file, No. 72, A Bill for an act to establish a Staie road
from Marengo, in Jowa county, to Cedar Rapids, in Linn county ;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 75, A Bill for an act amendatory to an act regu-
lating attachments ;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 89, An Act to authorize the Supreme Court to
hold special terms;

Was read a first time.

Mr McFarland offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That this House now adjourn until Tuesday next, the
26th inst., at 3 o’clock, . m.

And upon the adoption of this resclution,

The yeas and nays were demanded,

And were as follows:

3

Yeas 12,
Nays 25.
Those who voted in the affirmative were,
Messrs Baker, Bourne, Burroughs, Evans, Harrison, McFarland,
Norton, Read, Sales, Stephenson, Timmons and Mr Speaker.
Those who voted in the negative, were ’
Messrs Alexander, Allison, Babbitt, Betts, Collins, Corse, Da-
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vidson, Elmer, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Jacobs, Mahony, McCrary,
_ McManaman, Penny, ‘Riggs, Sargeant, Thompson, Walker, Wey-
and, Williams, Wood and Woodworth.

So the resolution was not adopted.

Mr McFarland moved a call of the House.

Absent=—Mr Langtoy.

On mgfion of Mr Mahony,

The further call of the House was dispensed with.

Mr McFarland asked leave of absence for all the gentlemen who
voted against the resolution, frong to-morrow until next Wednesday;

Which leave was granted.

Mr Corse moved to adjourn;

Which motion was lost.

Mr McFarland moved to adjourn until Wednesday morning, 10
o’clock;

And upon this question,

The yeas and nays were demanded ;

Pending which, -

Mr Harrison moved to amend by adjourning untxl Tuesday morn-
ing, 10 o’clock ;

Which was disagreed to.

And the question recurring on M McFarland’s motion,

The vote was as follows : .

Yeas 11,
Nays 26.

Those who voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs Baker, Betts, Burroughs, Griffith, Harrison, McFarland,
Norton, Read, Sales, Stephenson and Timmons.

Those who voted in the negative were,

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Bourne, Collins, Davidson, Elmer,
Evans, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell, Jacobs, Mahony, McCrary,
McManaman, Penny, Riggs, Sargeant, Thompson, Walker, Wey-
and, Williams, Wood, Woodworth and Mr Speaker.

So the motion was lost.

Mr Mahony asked leave of absence for Mr Harrison, until Tues-
day, the 26th inst.; '

Which was granted.

Mr Corse moved to adjourn;

‘Which motion was lost.
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Mr McFarland moved to adjourn until half past 8 o’clock, ». m.,
on next Tuesday.

And upon this question,

The yeas und nays were demanded,

And were as follows:

.Yeas 3,
Nays 34, 3

Those who voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs Baker, Burroughs and Harrison.

Those who voted in the negative were,

Messrs Alexander, Allison, Babbitt, Betts, Bourne, Collins,
Corse, Davidson, Elmer, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Goodrell, Griffith,
Jacobs, Mahony, McCrary, McFarland, McManaman, Norton, Pen-
ny, Read, Riggs, Sales, Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Walker,
Weyand, Williams, Wood, Woodworth and Mr Speaker.

" So the motion was lost.
On motion of Mr Harrison,
The House adjourned until to-morrow mornng, at 10 o’clock.

Saturday Morning, December 23rd, 1848.

House met pursuant to adjournment,

Mr Sales asked leave for Mr Betts to retain his seat, from which
he was excufed yesterday ;

Which was granted.

My Corse gave notice that on to-merrow or some future day he
would introduce, ,

A Bill for an act to authorize the county commissioners of Des
Moines county to have a yote taken in relation to building a Court
House, in said county. ‘

Mr Sales from the standing Committee on Engrossed Bills, repor-
ted that the committee have had

H. R. file, No. 73, and H. R. file, No. 68, under examination,
and find the same oorrectly engrossed.

M Betts from the select Committee to whom was referred

Senate file, No. 28, A Bill to authorize William Green, his heirs

34
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or assigns, to improve Cedar River by ereotmg a dam and lock, re-
ported, that the committee have had the same under consideration,
and beg leave to report the bill back to the House without amend-
ment, and recommend the passage of the same.

Mr Flint from the select Committee to whom was referred the
petition of the President and Trustees of the Town of Bloomington,
praying for an amendment of the charter of Bloomington, reported

H. R. file, No. 90, A Bill for anact to amend an act entitled ““an
act for the Incorporation of the Town of Bloomington,” approved
January 23rd, 1839;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Collins from the Committee on Roads and nghways, to whom
was referred the petition of sundry citizens of Scott county, pray-
ing for the vacation of a certain road therein named, reported -

H. R. file, No. 91, A Bill for an act vacating a part‘of a certain
Road therein named;

Which was read a first time.

Mr Sargeant from the standing Committee on Enrolled Hills, re-
ported that the committee had examined

H. R. file, No. 34, An Act to authorize David W. King to keep
a ferry across Cedar river, at a point opposite Cedar Rapids ;

H. R. file, No. 36, An Act to locate a State Road from Monona
to Fort Atkinson3;:

H. R. file, No. 37, An Act to locate the seat of justice of the
counties of Madison and Warren;

H. R. file, No. 35, An Act to authorize Frederlck Andros to
transeribe the records of the District Court of Clayton county;

H. R. file, No. 89, An Act to provide for the navigation of the
Des Moines river, between the mouth of the Raccoon Fork thereof
and the northern boundary of the State;

H. R. file, No. 26, An Act to amend an act entitled ¢ an act to
establish new counties, and define their boundaries ; b

H. R. file, No. 82, Memorial to Congress for a Marine Hospital
at Rock Island; and

H. R. file, No. 83, Memorial and Joint Resolutxon to i increase
the pension of Isaac W. Griffith;

As correctly enrolled. e

The same were then presented to the Speaker and received his
signature.

¥
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- 'The following message was received from the Senate by Mr
Rockwell, their Secretary:
Mr SreaxER:

I am directed fo inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate hss passed,

Senate file, No. 41, An Act to amend an act entitled ¢ an act to
provide for the management of & State Library, and the election of a
Librarian;

Senate file, No. 40, An Act to authorize the Secretary of State
to collect and arrange certain papers in his office ;

- In which the concurrence of the House is requested.

1 herewith return,

H. R. file, No 67, An Act to authonze W:].ham S. Townsend to
keep a ferry across the Missouri River, at Traders® Point ;

The same having passed the Senate with sundry amendments.

Also, :

H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land;

The same having passed with one amendment: insert ‘Bloom-
ington,” after the word  via;” ‘

In which the concurrence of the House is requested

I am directed to present for your signature,

Senate file, No. 834, An Act to locate and establish a State Road:
therein named ;

Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropnatmn '
of land for the improvement of Skuunk river; ,

Senate file, No. 22; Joint Resolution to allow John Brophy an ad-
ditional compensation for the location of Salt Springs ;

The-same having pasded both branches of the General Assem-
bly.

And then he withdrew.

The Speaker presented to the House the following communica-
tion from Charles Corkery, Secretary of the Board of Public

Works:
: , , ~ Towa Ciry, December 22, 1848.
To rae How. S. H, Bovuax,

SreakEr oF THE Hovuse oF REPRESENTATIVES:

Sir:—I am in possession of a communication from William E.
Leffingwell, Esq., Chief Clerk of the House of Representatives,

enclosing, ““ a copy of certain resolutions, asking information,” &c.,
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“which have this day passeﬂ the House of Representatives.”
"These resolutions are a series of interrogatories to me, and I have
the honor to reply to each in order.

First: There has been no “money borrowed by the Presxdent of

_the Board, for the purpose of constructing the improvement of the
Des Moines River,” nor for any purpose connected with the im-
provement, except about $240, at the organization of the Board, for
the purchase of record.books, stationary, office furniture, &e.
This ¢“loan” was obtained by the President from a friend, and sub-
sequently refunded, without interest. There has been no other
¢ loan,’” or contract for a loan, either written or verbal, direct orin-
direct, connected with the issuing of bonds, nor has the subject ever
been entertained in any other way than as suggested in our report.

Second: The Board has sometimes directed the President to visit
persons and places on business connected with the improvement,
to purchase materials, to procure the right of way through lands,
&ec., and the necessary expenses incurred by him have been allow-
ed and paid. I cannot now state the amount of these expenses, but
they are included under the head of ¢ miscellaneous expenses,” in
the Treasurer’s account.” The amount paid to contractors will also
be found correctly stated in the Treasurer’s account, and I believe
that account to be strictly true, as it was rendered under the re-
sponsibility of an oath and bond.

Third: Inall cases where the Board had evidence of the respon-
sibility of a bidder, the lowest bid was accepted ; but when we be-
lieved a person incompetent to accomplish what he proposed, we
rejected his bid. 'There were low bids proposed and rejected ; but
they were from persons of whom we either knew nothing, or knew
too much. =

Fourth: The bids number nearly seven hundred, and as I am
now several days journey from the office, where they are on file, I
fear that the General Assemby would have adjourned before they
could be copied and furnished to the House of Representatives.
If any member of the General Assembly desires information with
regard to any particular bid, or.on any other matter connected with
the improvement, it will be cheerfully given ‘by the President, or by,

Very respectfully sir,
Your obedient servant,
CHARLES CORKERY,
Sec. B. P. Works. .
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Senate file, No, 39, A Bill for an act to authorize the Supreme
Court to hold special terms ; e
Was read a second time.
Mr McFarland moved to mdeﬁmtely postpone the same,
Which motion was decided in the negatlve and,
01 motion of Mr Corse,
_ The bill was referred to the standing Committee on the Judiciary.
H. R. file, No. 84, A Bill for an act to exempt certain property
therein named, from execution;
Was read a second time.
Mr Thompson moved the following amendment :
Insert after the word ‘““musket;”’ the following: “andalsoa
butcher-kmfe, to be worn at the belt, a tomahawk and a ‘coon
dog 3"
Which amendment was agreed to.
Mr Corse moved to refer the bill toa seIect Commxttee of three;
Which was agreed to.
Messrs Corse, Thompson and McFarland, were appointed said
committee .
Mr McEarland asked lea've to be éxcused from servlng on the -
committee ;
Which was disagreed to.
H. R. file, No. 85, A’ Bill for an act prov1dmg for the re-loca-
tion of the State University ;
Was read a'second time. s
Mr Flint moved that the bill be engrossed and read a thlrd tune
on Monday ;
Which motion was lost.
On motion of Mr Harrison, '
It was referred to the standing Committee on Public Buildings.,
.H. R. file, No. 87, A Bill for an act to prevent the circulation of
county certificates commonly known as County Orders H '
Was taken up for a second reading. ’
Mr Sales moved to dispense with rHading, and' that the usual
number of copies be printed for the use of the General Assembly ;
Which was disagreed te.
- The bill was read a second time; and, -
On motion of Mr Corse,
It was referred to the standing Cammittee on the Judiciary.

3

I3
H

’
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H. R. file, No. 88, A Bill for an act to legalize theacts *of ‘the
County Commissioners of Des Moines county ;
Was read a second time ; and,

©n motion of Mr Corse,
The 42nd rule was suspended, thebill read a third tlme, pas-
sed, and its title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 89, A Bill for an act to locate a State road therein
named ;
Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr Harrison,

Ordered, To be engrossed and read a third time, on Monday
next.

Senate file, No. 33, A Bill for an act amendatory to an act enti-
titled “an act to provide for the better settling and adjusting the
. several titles set up to the Half-breed lands, in Lee county;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 86, A Bill for an act to establish a State road and
branch thereof;

Was read a third time, passed and its,title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 43, A Bill for an act as?klng for an appropnatxon
for the improvement of the Maquoketa river;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 73, A Bill for an act to locate a State road from
Burlington, in Des Moines county, to Fort Madison, in Lee county;

Was read a third time, passed and-its title agreed to. -

"H. R. file, No. 78, A Bill for an act to extend the time for put-
ting a lock in the Jowa City manufacturing company mill dam;

Was read a third time, passed and its title agreed to.

_ Mr Wood moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday upon,

" H. R. file, N 0. 53, A Bill for an act to organize the Supreme
Court of Iowa,

Pending which,

Mr Griffith moved a cali of the House

Absent—Mr Harrison. -

The absentee appeared and took his seat.

The question being « Wi}l the.Houge reconsider the vote of yes-
terday ?”

And upon this quastion,
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The yeas and nays were demanded,
And ‘were as follows :
' Yeas 17,
Nays 21.

Those who voted in the affirmative were, -~ - ¥

Messrs Alexander, Babbitt, Betts, Corse, Davzdson, Elner,
Evans, Flint, Gifford, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McManaman,
Riggs, Sargeant, Thompson and Wood.

‘Those who voted in the negative were,

Messrs Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Collins, Goodrell Griffith,
Harrison, McCrary, McFarland, Norton, Penny, Read Sales, Walk-
er, Weyand, Williams, Woodworth and Mr Speaker.

So the motion to consider the vote was lost.

Mr Riggs obtained leave to introduce, -

H. R. file, No. 92, A Bill for an act to locate the Seat of Gov-

, ernment, to locate the State University, and to donate the public

buildings at Iowa City t6 the Latter-day Saints.

Mr Goodrell moved to suspend the 42nd rule, and read the bill a
second and third time now.

. Mr Babbitt moved an amendment by reading a second time now.

Mr Davidson moved to igdefinitely postpone the bill.

Pending which,

Mr Riggs obtained leave to withdraw the bill.

Mr Babbitt obtained leave to introduce,

H.R. file, No. 93, A’ Bill for an act to compel persons entering
the improvements of settlers upon ithe public lands, to pay for the
same; ,

Which was read a first time.

The message from the Senate was taken from the table:

H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land, together
with the amendment made by the Senate, was read ;

The question being upon the concurrence of the House in the
amendment made by the Senate;

And upon this question,

i The yeas and Iiays were demanded,

And were as follows:

' Yeas 24,
Nays 14.

Those who voted in the ‘affirmative were, >
Messrs Alhson, Babbitt, Burroughs, Corse, Davidson, Gifford,
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Goodrell, Griffith, Harrison, Mahony, McCrary, McFarland, .
McManaman, Norten, Penny, Read, Riggs, Sargeant, Stephenson,
Thompson, Walker, Williams, Weodworth and Mr Speaker.

Those who voted in the negative were,

Messrs Alexander, Baker, Betts, Bourne, Collins, Elmer, Evans,
Flint, Jacobs, Langton, Sales, Timmons, Weyand and Wood.

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred in.

H. R. file, No. 67, A Bill for an act to authorize William S.
Townsend to keep a ferry across the Missouri river at Trader’s
Point, as amended by the Senate;

Was read, and the bill as amended was coneurred in by the House.
Senate file, No. 41, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled < an
act to provide for the management of the State Library, and the se-
lection of a State Librarian,” approved February 15, 1847;

Was read a first time.

On motion of Mr Griffith,

The House adjourned until -2 o’clock - ». m., Tuesday, December

26,1848, ,

Tuesday, December 26th, 1848.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr Allison introduced,

H. R. file, No. 94, Joint Resolution for a mail route from Albion,
in Monroe county, to Trader’s Point, on the Mlssoun river;

Which was read a first time. y

Mr Mahony offered the following resolution:

‘Resolved, That the Auditor and Treasurer of State be, and they
are hereby, requested to inform this House, whether any delinquent
taxes have been paid into the Treasury since the 4th of December
18487 - ~

Also, the names of all dehnquent county treasurers and collec~
tors, and the amount of each one’s liahility ; and whether any legak
steps have been taken against such delinquents 2

Mr McCrary intreduced, '
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H. R. file, No. 95, A Bill for an act supplemental and amendato-
ry to an act entitled “an act for the appointment and dutles “of
sheriffs ;”

Which was read a first time,

Mr Babbitt introduced the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be authorized and request-
ed to procure, at the expense of the State, one copy of ¢ Morris’
Towa Reports” for each member of this House; .

Which was adopted. ‘

Mr Gifford obtained leave to introduce, _

H. R. file, No. 96, Joint Resolution acceptmg a grant of land
therein named;

Which was read a first time.

H. R. file, No. 86, Joint Resolution asking for a revision of the
Constitution of the Umted States, in relation to Presxdentlal elec-
tions;

Was read a second time.

Mr Griffith moved to lay the resolutxon on the table until the 4th
of March next;

Which motion was lost.

Mr Riggs moved to indefinitely postpone the Joint Resolution.

Mr Allison moved to amend this motion by referring the Joint
Resolution to a Select Committee.

Mr Griffith moved to amend the amendment by referring the
Joint Resolution to the standing Committee on Elections ; .

Which was agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 90, A Bill for an act to amend an act entitled ¢‘an
act for the incorporation of the town of Bloomington,” approved
January 23rd, 1839 ;

Was read a second time ; and,

On motion of Mr Stephenson, ~

The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, passed
and its title agreed to,

H. R. file, No. 91, A Bill for an act to vacate a part of a certain
road therein named;

Was read a second time ; ; and,

On motion of Mr Grifiith,
Ordered, To be engrossed and read & third time to-morrow. .
H. R. file, No. 93, A Bill for an act to compel persons entering
35
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the improvements of settlers upon the, pubhc lands. to payfor the
same;.

Was read a second time; 5 and,

On motion of Mr Babbitt, v
Ordered, to be engrossed and read a third txme to-morrow. y
Senate file, No. 40, A Bill for. an act to authorize the Secretary

of State to collect and arrange certain papers in his office;

Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr McManaman,

Ordered, To be read a third time to-morrow.

Mr Mzhony obtained leave to introduce,

H. R. file, No. 97, Joint Resolution asking for a certlﬁed plat of
all the military roads in this State;

Which was read a first time; and,

On motion of Mr Mahony,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the resolution read a second and
third time, passed and its title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 41, A Bill for an act to amend an act entltled “an
act to provide for the management of the State Library and the
election of a Librarian,” approved February 15th, 1847;

Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr Griffith, - ‘

It was indefinitely postponed. '

On motion of Mr Goodrell, ' ,
The House adjourned until to-morrow morming, at 10 o’clock.

Wednesday Morning, December 27th, 1848.

House met pursuant to adjournmernt.

Mr Allison moved to recons1der the vote of yesterday, upon the
indefinite postponement of,

Senate file, No, 41, An Act to amend an act to provnie for the
appointment of a Librarian;

Which was agreed to. e

M Allison moved: to- suspend the 42nd rule and read the bill 2
third time now. : !
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Mr Griffith offered the following amendment : '
After the word « State” in the second line of the first’ seétlon,
insert “and all naturalized citizens of the United States- of the-age

of 21 years or upwards, who shall havé resided in this State for:six
months ;

Which was disagreed to.

Mr Babbitt offered the following a.mendmentx

Strike out < fifteen days,”” and insert ¢ three days

Which was dxsagreed to. :

The question recurring upon.the suspension of the 42nd rule, '

It was decided in the negative.

My Allison moved that the bill be read a thn-d time to-morrow,

Mr Griffith moved to amend by laying the bill upon the table,
and making it the order of the day for Monday next;

Which was disagreed to.

The question recurring upon reading the blll a third tlme to-
" morrow,
It was decided in the affirmative,

Mr Walker presented the petition of sundry citizens of Lee _

county, praying for the passage of a law requiring the fees of ju-
rors, in civil cases, to be paid by the parties to the suits ;
On motion of Mr Griffith,

The  petition was referred to the Select Committee of threey to
whom was referred a similar petition.

Mr Harrison presented the petition of F. M. Irish and thn‘tqen
others, citizens of Johnson county, praying for the passage of an act
to authorize Joseph Stover to keep a ferry across the Iowa river,
on the north-west fractional quarter of section twenty-two, in town-
ship seventy-nine, north of range number six, west of the. fifth
principal meridian; ' :

Which was read; and,

On motion of Mr Harnson, .

Was referred to the standing Committee on Incorporatlona

Mr Griffith gave notice that.on to-morrow, or some future day,
he would introduce,

A Bill for an act to regulate the practlce of medlcme in the State
of Iowa., ., ,

i

The following, message was .received from the Senate, by Mr
Rockwell, their Secretary:
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I am directed to inform the House of Representatxves that the
Senate have indefinitely postponed,

H. R. file, No. 53, A Bill for anact to organize the Supreme
Court of the State of Towa 3

H. R. file, No. 7, A Bill to authorize John A. MecFarland; his
heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry across the Missis-
sippi river, at the town of Montrose, in Lee county ;

H. R. file, No. 16, An Act to authorize the County Commission-
ers of Jefferson county tobuild a court house on the public square,
in Fairfield, Jefferson county.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 81, A Bill for an act to locate a State road from
Knoxville, in Marion county, via the seats of justice of Warren
and Madison counties, to the west line of Madison county;

H. R.file, No. 57, An Act to vacate a certain road therein
named;

H. R. file, No. 63, Joint Resolution requiring the Seeretary of
State to furnish the counties of Warren and Madison with copies of
the Revised Statutes and other laws of this State;

H. R. file, No. 70, Joint Resolution appointing an agent to pay
the interest on the Iowa State Stock;

H. R. file, No. 71, A'Bill for an act re-locatmg a State road there-
in named ;

H. R. file, No. 43, Joint Resolutlon for an appropriation of mon-
ey, or land for the xmprovement of the navigation of the Maquoke-
ta river;

All of whith have passed the Senate without amendments.

I also return,

H. R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolution for a mail route from West
Point, in Lee county, to Salem, in Henry county,

With its substitute which has passed the Senate; also,

H. R. file, No. 68, Memorial for an increase of mail facilities ;

Whieh has passed the Senate with the following amendments :

1st. Strike out ¢ ﬁfty-four” in the mxth line of the preamble
and insert ®seéventy:”- o

2nd. Strike out «Fairfield,” and insert ‘“Keosauqua’ in'the
preamble.

3rd. Striké atit the word “to” hefore the word ¢ Falrﬁeld” i
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the ﬁrst resolutxon, and add, after t}le wprd “ Fauﬁeld » the words
“to Keosauguay’ also, .

H. R. file, No. 29, An Act to repeal an act approved January
25th, 1848, entitiled ““an act to amend an act defining the times of
holding elections for State, district and county officers;”

Which has passed the Senate amended by two additional sections.

In all'of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

I herewith return,

H. R. file, No. 34, An Act to authorlze David W. King to estab-
lish and keep a ferry across Cedar river, at a point opposite Cedar
Rapids;

H. R, file, No. 39, An Act to provide for the navigation of the
Des Moines river, between the Raccoon fork thereof and the north-
ern boundary of this State; ;

H. R. file, No.