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2.2 Designation of general assembly. Each
regular session of the general assembly shall be
designated by the year in which it convenes and by a
number with a new consecutive number assigned with
the session beginning in each odd-numbered year.

A special session of the general assembly shall be
designated as an extraordinary session in the
particular year of a numbered general assembly.

14.17 Citation of permanent Code or
supplements. The permanent Codes or supplements
thereto published subsequent to the adjournment of the

extra session of the Fortieth General Assembly shall be
known and cited as“TheCode.......... ”, or “supplement to
the Code.......... ”, giving year of edition of such Code or
supplement thereto.

14.18 Citation of session laws. The session laws of
each general assembly shall be known and cited as
rerrees crrenne Session of the......... General Assembly,
Chapter (or File No.) ........ , Section ......... ” (inserting
the appropriate number).

14.19 Citation of prior Codes. All prior Codes and
supplements shall be cited by the year in which
published.

Chapters of the Code are cited as whole numerals, as chapter 180 or chapter 180G

Sections are cited as decimal numerals, as section 180 5 or section 180G 54 Occasionally sections are divided intosubsections as
1,2,3 etc, and subsections into paragraphs a, b, cetc, and paragraphs into subparagraphs as (1), (2), (3) etc Example section
180G 54, subsection 1, paragraph “e” subparagraph (3) This may be abbreviated as 180G 54(1,%a”, (3)]

Section 14.20 of the Code of Iowa is as follows:

«“14,20 Official statutes. The Code and session laws published under authority of the state
shall constitute the only authoritative publications of the statutes of this state. No other publi-
cations of the statutes of the state shall be cited in the courts or in the reports or rules there-

Of ”



PREFACE TO CODE 1981

The Code of 1981 is published pursuant to section 14.15 which requires that a new Code or
supplement be issued “after the final adjournment of the second regular session of the general
assembly.” It follows substantially the Code of 1979 as to form and the only material changes are
the addition of the laws and of the amendments passed by the sessions of the Sixty-eighth 1979
Session and the Sixty-eighth 1980 Session of the General Assembly. It was deemed advisable to
publish the Code in three volumes with the index bound separately in a distinguishing color. The
section numbers as they appear in the three volumes are clearly marked on the back for
convenience in selection.

Your attention is called to the many cross-references under the sections that you may deter-
mine at a glance the treatment of the same subject matter in other parts of the Code. The users
of the work are urged to take advantage of this quick and convenient method of finding similar
laws and relevant subject matters. In the same manner the historical references following each
section give quick and convenient access to the source and history of the Act.

The same numbering of the Code sections has been continued and it is only where it has been
necessary to intersperse new law between numbered chapters that the alphabetical system is
used. For instance where there has been new law, which cannot be incorporated in any existing
chapter, it is designated by the letter A, B or C, etc., as the case may be. See chapter 135, et seq.

Attention is directed to notes placed at the end of some sections relating to the effective date.
These notes are due to practice of the General Assembly in postponing such effectiveness for a
year or more after enactment.

The proper method of citing sections and the parts thereof is explained on the previous page.
To provide a quick method to determine where the Acts of the General Assemblies appear in the

Code, Tables of Corresponding Sections have been prepared and placed in the back of volumeIIl. A
Table of Corresponding Sections from the Code of 1979 to the Code of 1981 1s also provided.

Due to the great amount of editorial work involved, it has not been possible to complete a
new index. However, considerable time and effort have been expended to incorporate the recent
Acts in a revised index.

Your attention is called to the skeleton index printed on colored paper which will give a quick
reference to subject matter frequently referred to by the users of the Code.

It is the wish of the editors to supply all who have occasion to use the Code of Iowa with a
practical and convenient access to the laws. For this reason it is their hope that they may have
the benefit of criticism and suggestion from the users of this work.

Statehouse
Des Moines, lowa

et
Glyte KW/

CODE EDITORS

ALL ORDERS FOR LEGAL PUBLICATIONS, INCLUDING THE
CODE, SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE IOWA STATE PRINT-
ING DIVISION, GRIMES OFFICE BUILDING, DES MOINES,
IOWA 50319.
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ANALYSIS OF THE CODE BY TITLES

AND CHAPTERS
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AND THE LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

CHAPTER
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2 General Assembly
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for elected state officials
2B Professional and occupational regulation commission
3  Statutes and related matters
4  Construction of statutes
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13 Attorney general
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49A Repealed
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55 Repealed
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83A Mines
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85 Workers’ compensation
85A Occupational disease compensation
85B Occupational hearing loss
86 Industrial commissioner
87 Compensation liability insurance
88 Occupational safety and health
88A Safety inspection of amusement rides
89  Boiler inspection
90 Boards of arbitration
91 Bureau of labor
91A Wage payment collection
92  Child labor
93  Energy policy council
93A Land preservation
93B Transferred to chapter 601D
93C Transferred to chapter 601C
94 State employment bureau and employment agencies
95  License for employment agencies
96 Employment security
97 Old-age and survivors’ insurance system
97A Public safety peace officers’ retirement, accident and disability system
97B Iowa public employees’ retirement system
97C Federal social security enabling Act
98 Cigarettes and tobacco
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99  Houses used for prostitution, gambling or pool selling
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HISTORICAL CHRONOLOGICAL OUTLINE

OF

CODES AND SESSION LAWS

1. Territorial or other governmental jurisdictions over the territory which is now the state of Iowa.

2. Assemblies and session laws—territorial and state.

3. Official and private codes with code revision publications.
(Date shown at each Iowa territorial and state session is starting date; G.A. means General Assembly; Stat. L.
means United States Statutes at Large; vol. means volume.)

LOUISIANA PURCHASE—Treaty of Paris, April
30, 1803.

LOUISIANA DISTRICT—U.S. Authority estab-
lished October 31, 1803 (2 Stat. L. 245).

INDIANA TERRITORY—Louisiana District at-
tached thereto for governmental purposes
from October 1, 1804 (2 Stat. L. 287, 289), to
July 4, 1805 (2 Stat. L. 331). Capital at Saint
Vincennes (now Vincennes, Indiana).

STATUTES APPLICABLE
Laws Adopted by the Governor and the Judges

of the Territory. (1 vol., reprint of 1886) passed
at the following sessions:
1. January 12, 1801
2. January 30, 1802
3. February 16, 1802
4. October 1, 1804 (Republished with laws
governing Missouri Territory, see Missouri
Territory below).

LOUISIANA TERRITORY from July 4, 1805 (2 Stat.
L. 331), to December 7, 1812 (2 Stat. L. 743).

STATUTES APPLICABLE
Laws Passed by the Governor and Judges As-
sembled in Legislature October 1810 (1 vol.).
Capital at St. Louis. This territory renamed
Missouri Territory, December 7, 1812.

MISSOURI TERRITORY from December 7, 1812 (2
Stat. L. 743), to August 10, 1821 (Proclamation
of James Monroe in “Messages and Papers of
the Presidents”, vol. II, page 97). Capital at St.
Louis.

STATUTES APPLICABLE

Laws of the District of Louisiana, of the Terri-
tory of Louisiana, of the Territory of Missouri,
and of the State of Missouri up to the year
1824 (1 vol. reprint). Covers period from Octo-
ber 1, 1804, to August 10, 1821.

Digest of the Laws of Missouri Territory to 1818
with Spanish Land Grant Regulations.

UNDIVIDED U.S. TERRITORY from August 10,
1821, to June 28, 1834 (4 Stat. L. 701). This was
the part of Missouri Territory remaining after

xiii

the state of Missouri, containing the seat of
the government of the territory, was admitted
to the Union. This remaining territory had no
local constitutional status nor capital.

MICHIGAN TERRITORY from June 28, 1834 (4
Stat. L. 701) to July 4, 1836 (5 Stat. L. 10). Cap-
ital at Detroit.

STATUTES APPLICABLE

Ordinance for Government of the Northwest
Territory, July 13, 1787

Laws of the Territory of Michigan, 1827 (1 vol.)

Laws of Legislative Boards, 1821-1823 (1 vol.)

Acts of Legislative Councils—First to Sixth ses-
sions and Sixth special session—1824 to 1835
(several volumes).

WISCONSIN TERRITORY from July 4, 1836 (5
Stat. L. 10), to July 4, 1838 (5 Stat. L. 235).
Capital at Belmont until March 4, 1837; then
at Madison, but legislative sessions held at
Burlington (now Iowa) until June 23, 1838,
awaiting completion of buildings at Madison.

STATUTES APPLICABLE
Laws of Wisconsin Territory, 1836-1838, first
session starting October 25, 1836; second ses-
sion starting November 6, 1837; special session
held at Burlington (now Iowa) from June 11,
1838, to June 23, 1838. Act of Congress creat-
ing the Territory of Iowa approved June 12,
1838, effective July 4, 1838.

IOWA TERRITORY from July 4, 1838 (5 Stat. L.
235), to December 28, 1846 (9 Stat. L. 117).
Capital at Burlington until 1841, and Iowa
City until February 1, 1857, when finally loca-
ted at Des Moines.

STATUTES APPLICABLE
Statute Laws of lowa Territory, 1838-1839. No-
vember 12, 1838, enacted wholly at first ses-
sion—commonly called “Old Blue Book”.
Territorial Session Laws—1839-1840, November

4,1839

Territorial Session Laws, extra session—1840,
July 6, 1840

Territorial Session Laws—1840-1841, November
2, 1840



OUTLINE OF CODES AND SESSION LAWS

Territorial Session Laws—1841-1842, December
6, 1841

Territorial Session Laws—1842-1843, December
5, 1842

Revised Statutes of Jowa Territory, 1843 (compi-
lation, commonly called “Blue Book”)

Territorial Session Laws—1843-1844, December
4,1843

Territorial Session Laws, extra session—1844,
June 17, 1844

Territorial Session Laws—1845, May 5, 1845

Territorial Session Laws—1845-1846, December
1,1845

STATE OF JOWA (Territorial Sessions end—State

Sessions begin).

1 G.A. November 30, 1846 (Ch. 78, §5 made Ter-
ritorial Laws applicable to the state of Iowa.
Iowa became a state December 28, 1846)

1 G.A. January 3, 1848, extra session

2 G.A. December 3, 18348

3 G.A. December 3, 1850

Code 1851 (enacted) effective July 1, 1851. See 3
G.A,,Ch 98, §5
4 G.A. December 6, 1852
5 G.A. December 4, 1854
5 G.A. July 2, 1856, extra session
6 G.A. December 1, 1856
Constitutional Debates (2 vols.) 1857
Journal of Convention (1 vol.) 1857
7G.A. January 4, 1858
Laws of the Board of Education, 1858-1861
Report of Code Commission on Civil Practice,
1859 (1 vol.)
8 G.A. January 9, 1860

Revision of 1860 (compiled, except part III Civil
Practice and part IV Criminal Practice, which
were enacted July 4, 1860). Acts do not appear
in session laws.

8 G.A. May 15, 1861, extra session
9 G.A. January 13, 1862
9 G.A. September 3, 1862, extra session

10 G.A. January 11, 1864

11 G.A. January 8, 1866

12 G.A. January 13, 1868

13 G.A. January 10, 1870

Templin’s Compendium of Repeals and Amend-
ments, 1871 (a private publication).
Proposed revision, 1872 (2 vols.) as reported to
14th G.A.
Code Commission’s Report, 1872 (1 vol.)

14 G.A. January 8, 1872
Report of Code Commissioners [with proposed
revision] 1873 (1 vol.) as reported to 14th Adj.
G.A.

14 G.A. January 15, 1873, adjourned session

Code 1873 (enacted), effective September 1, 1873,
see §49 thereof. Acts do not appear in session
laws of adjourned session

15 G.A. January 12, 1874

xiv

Overton’s Annotated Code of Civil Procedure for
Iowa and Wisconsin, 1875 (a private publica-
tion)

16 G.A. January 10, 1876

17 G.A. January 14, 1878

Templin’s Compendium of Repeals and Amend-
ments, 1878 (a private publication)

Stacy’s Code of Civil Procedure, 1878 (a private
publication)

Davis’ Criminal Code 1879 (a private publication)
18 G.A. January 12, 1880

McClain’s Annotated Statutes, 1880 (2 vols., a
private publication)

Miller’s Rev. and Anno. Code 1880 (includes stat-
utes to July 4, 1880, and annotations including
vol. 51 lowa—some editions in 1 vol.; other edi-
tions in 2 vols., a private publication)

19 G.A. January 9, 1882

Miller’s Rev. and Anno. Code 1883 (includes stat-
utes to July 4, 1882, and annotations including
vol. 59 Iowa, a private publication)

20 G.A. January 14, 1884

McClain’s Supplement, 1882-1884 (a private pub-
lication)

McClain’s Annotated Statutes, 1884 (1 vol., same
as McClain’s Statutes, 1880, 2 vols., with the
supplement 1882-1884 bound therein)

Miller’s Rev. and Anno. Code 1884 (includes stat-
utes to July 4, 1884, and annotations including
vol. 61 Iowa, a private publication)

Miller’s Annotated Code 1886 (published in 1885
includes statutes to July 4, 1884, and annota-
tions including vol. 64 Iowa—some editions in
1 vol.; other editions in 2 vols., a private publi-
cation)

21 G.A. January 11, 1886

22 G.A. January 9, 1888

McClain’s Annotated Code 1888 (some editions in
1 vol.; other editions in 2 vols., a private publi-
cation)

Miller’s Rev. and Anno. Code 1888 (includes stat-
utes to July 4, 1888, and annotations including
May term, 1888, a private publication)

23 G.A. January 13, 1890

Miller’s Rev. and Anno. Code 1888-1890 (same as
edition of 1888 together with Acts 23 G.A., and
annotations including May term 18%0—some
editions in 1 vol.; other editions in 2 vols., a pri-
vate publication)

24 G.A. January 11, 1892
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McClain’s Supplement 1888-1892 (a private pub-
lication)

25 G.A. January 8, 1894

26 G.A. January 13, 1896
Proposed revision, 1896 (commonly called
“Black Code")
Code Commission’s Report, 1896 (1 vol.)
Black Code substitute bills, 1897

26 G.A. January 19, 1897, extra session

Code 1897 (enacted), effective October 1, 1897,
see §50 thereof, [two editions]. Acts do not ap-
pear in session laws of extra session

27G.A. January 10, 1898

28 G.A. January 8, 1900

29 G.A. January 13, 1902

Supplement of 1902 (compiled)
30 G.A. January 11, 1904

31 G.A. January 8, 1906

32 G.A. January 14, 1907

Supplement of 1907 (compiled—contained all of
supplement of 1902)

32 G.A. August 31, 1908, extra session

33 G.A. January 11, 1909

34 G.A. January 9, 1911

35G.A. January 13, 1913

Supplement of 1913 (compiled—contained all of
supplements of 1902 and 1907)
36 G.A. January 11, 1915

Supplemental Supplement of 1915 (compiled)
37G.A. January 8, 1917

38 G.A. January 13, 1919

38 G.A. July 2, 1919, extra session

Compiled Code of 1919 (included all law to date
as determined by the Code Commission, with
repealed and obsolete matter omitted; only a
limited edition published as a preliminary step
in Code Revision)

Code Commission’s Report, 1919 (1 vol.)

39 G.A. January 10, 1921

Supplement to Compiled Code 1921

Supplement to Code Commission’s Report, 1922

Code Revision Bills, 1922 (as revised after 39
G.A)

Briefs of Code Commission Bills, 1922

40 G.A. January 8, 1923

Supplement to Compiled Code 1923

Code Revision Bills, 1923 (as revised after 40
G.A)

Minutes of Code Supervising Committee, 1924)
(original in Code Editor's office)

40 G.A. December 4, 1923, extra session

40 G.A. July 22, 1924, adjourned session

Code 1924 (compiled, except for those chapters
which were revised and enacted by the 40th
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ExG.A.). Only those acts which were effective
on publication appear in session laws. The re-
maining Code Revision acts were effective on
October 28, 1924

41 G.A. January 12, 1925

42 G.A. January 10, 1927

Code 1927 (compiled)

42 G.A. March 5, 1928, extra session
43 G.A. January 14, 1929

44 G.A. January 12, 1931

Code 1931 (compiled)

45 G.A. January 9, 1933

45 G.A. November 6, 1933, extra session
46 G.A. January 14, 1935

Code 1935 (compiled)

46 G.A. December 21, 1936, extra session
47 G.A. January 11, 1937

48 G.A. January 9, 1939

Code 1939 (compiled)

49 G.A. January 13, 1941

50 G.A. January 11, 1943

50 G.A. January 26, 1944, extra session
51 G.A. January 8, 1945

Code 1946 (compiled)

52 G.A. January 13, 1947

52 G.A. December 16, 1947, extra session
53 G.A. January 10, 1949

Code 1950 (compiled)
54 G.A. January 8, 1951
55 G.A. January 12, 1953

Code 1954 (compiled)
56 G.A. January 10, 1955
57 G.A. January 14, 1957

Code 1958 (compiled)
58 G.A. January 12, 1959
59 G.A. January 9, 1961

Code 1962 (compiled)

60 G.A. January 14, 1963

60 G.A. February 24, 1964, extra session
61 G.A. January 11, 1965

Code 1966 (compiled)

62 G.A. January 9, 1967

63 G.A. (1st Session) January 13, 1969
63 G.A. (2nd Session) January 12, 1970

Code 1971 (compiled)
64 G.A. (1st Session) January 11, 1971
64 G.A. (2nd Session) January 10, 1972

Code 1973 (complied)
65 G.A. (1st Session) January 8, 1973
65G.A. (2nd Session) January 14, 1974

Code 1975 (compiled)
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66 G.A. (1st Session) January 13, 1975
66 G.A. (2nd Session) January 12, 1976
Code 1977 (compiled)

67 G.A. (1st Session) January 10, 1977
67 G.A. June 21, 1977, extra session
67 G.A. (2nd Session) January 9, 1978

Xvi

Code 1979 (compiled)
68 G.A. (1st Session) January 8, 1979
68 G.A. (2nd Session) January 14, 1980
Code 1981 (compiled)

For a summary of the history of codification in lowa the reader 1s re-
ferred to Emhin McClain’s discussion in 1 Towa Law Bulletin 1-28, also,
Dan E Clark’s paper 1in Statute Law-Making 1n Iowa in 3 Iowa Applied
History Series 399-427 For a more detailed treatment of the subject see a
series of articles by Clifford Powell in The Iowa Journal of History and
Politics, volumes 9-12, and an article by O K Patton on “The fowa Code
of 1924” published in the Iowa Law Bulletin, Volume X, No 1



THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776
[Literal reprint of the Declaration of Independence as it appears
in the Revised Statutes of the United States, 1878]

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united
States of America.

When in the Course of human events, it becomes
necessary for one people to dissolve the political
bands which have connected them with another, and
to assume among the Powers of the earth, the sepa-
rate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to
the opinions of mankind requires that they should de-
clare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed, That whenever
any Form of Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying
its foundation on such principles and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall seem most
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence,
indeed, will dictate that Governments long estab-
lished should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown,
that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing
the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a
long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invari-
ably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them
under absolute Despotism it is their right, it is their
duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide
new Guards for their future security.—Such has been
the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is
now the necessity which constrains them to alter
their former Systems of Government. The history of
the present King of Great Britian is a history of re-
peated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct
object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over
these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to
a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most whole-
some and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of im-
mediate and pressing importance, unless suspended
in theiw operation till his Assent should be obtained;
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to
attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accom-
modation of large districts of people, unless those
people would relinquish the right of Representation
in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and
formidable to tyrants only.
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He has called together legislative bodies at places
unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the deposi-
tory of their Public Records, for the sole purpose of
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeated-
ly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on
the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolu-
tions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the Leg-
islative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have re-
turned to the People at large for their exercise; the
State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions
within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of
these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws
for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass
others to encourage their migration hither, and rais-
ing the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice,
by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judi-
ciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone,
for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and
payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and
sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our People,
and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing
Armies without the Consent of our legislature.

He has affected to render the Military independent
of and superior to the Civil Power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a ju-
risdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknow-
ledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their acts of
pretended Legislation:

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among
us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punish-
ment for any Murders which they should commit on
the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the
world:

For imposing taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of
Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for
pretended offenses:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in
a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an Ar-
bitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so
as to render it at once an example and fit instrument
for introducing the same absolute rule into these Co-
lonies:
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For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most
valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the
Forms of our Government:

For suspending our own Legislature, and declaring
themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in
all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us
out of his Protection and waging War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts,
burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our peo-
ple.

He is at this time transporting large armies of for-
eign mercenaries to compleat the works of death, des-
olation and tyranny, already begun with circum-
stances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the
most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head
of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken cap-
tive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their
Country, to become the executioners of their friends
and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us,
and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of
our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose
known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruc-
tion of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Peti-
tioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Qur re-
peated Petitions have been answered only by re-
peated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus
marked by every act which may define a Tyrant is
unfit to be the ruler of a free People.

Nor have We been wanting in attention to our
Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time
to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have re-
minded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here. We have appealed to their na-
tive justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured
them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow
these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt
our connections and correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity.
We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which
denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold
the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace
Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united
States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, sol-
emnly publish and declare, That these United Colo-
nies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Indepen-
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dent States; that they are Absolved from all Alle-
giance to the British Crown, and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Bri-
tian is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as
Free and Independent States, they have full Power to
levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, estab-
lish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things
which Independent States may of right do. And for
the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance
on the Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually
pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our
sacred Honor.

JOHN HANCOCK.

New Hampshire—JosiaH BARTLETT, WM WHIPPLE,
MaTTHEW THORNTON

Massachusetts Bay—SamL Apams, JOHN ADAMS,
Rosr TrEAT PAINE, ELBRIDGE GERRY

Rhode Island—Step Hopkins, WILLIAM ELLERY

Connecticut—ROGER SHERMAN, SAMEL HUNTINGTON,
WM WiLLiaMS, OLIVER WOLCOTT

New York—WwM Froyp PHIL LiviNsTON, Frans
Lewis, LEwis MORRIs

New Jersey—RICHD STOCKTON, JNO WITHERSPOON,
Frans HopkinsoN, JOHN HART, ABrRA CLARK

Pennsylvania—RoBr Morris, BENJAMIN RusH,
BenJA FRANKLIN, JOHN MorTON, GEO CLYMER, Jas
SMitH, GEO TaYLOR, JAMES WiLsoN, GEO Ross

Delaware—Ceasar  RobNEY, GEo REeap, THO
M'KEAN

Maryland—SaMUEL CHASE, WM Paca, THos STONE,
CHARLEs CaRroLL of Carrollton.

Virginia.—GEORGE WYTHE, RicHARD HENRY LEE, TH
JEFFERSON, BENJA HARRISON, THOS NELSON, Jr, FRrAN-
c1s LiGuTFooT LEE, CARTER BRAXTON

North Carolina.—Wwm HoopER, JosepH HEWES, JOHN
PENN

South Carolina.—Epwarp RUTLEDGE, THos HEy-
WARD, JUNR, THOMAS LYNCH, JUNR, ARTHUR MIDDLETON

Georgia—BuUTTON GWINNETT, Lyman HarL, Geo
WaLToN



ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION

[Adopted by the Congress of the United States November 15, 1777,
and submitted for ratification to the several states.
Ratification consummated and proclaimed March 1, 1781.]

PREAMBLE
ArticLE I Style of confederacy.
ArticLe II Each state retains all powers not ex-

pressly delegated to congress.

ArticLe IIT  Obligations and purposes of the league
of the states.

ArTicLE IV Freedom of intercourse between the
states—surrender of fugitives from justice—
records, acts and judicial proceedings of courts to
be received with full faith and credit by other
states.

ArticLe V. Congress—how organized and main-
tained—each state to have one vote—privileges
of delegates.

ArticLe VI No state may send embassies or make
treaties—persons holding office not to accept
presents, emoluments or titles from foreign
states—nor shall titles of nobility be grant-
ed—no two or more states to make treaties with-
out consent of congress—no state duties to inter-
fere with foreign treaties—restriction upon na-
val armaments and military forces —militia—
arms and munitions—war powers limited and de-
fined.

ArticLe VII  Military appointments.

ArticLe VIII  Equalization of war charges and ex-
penses for the common defence—based upon the

value of land and improvements thereon—taxes
to be levied by states.

ArticLE IX Powers of congress —declaring peace
and war—entering into treaties-—captures and
prizes—letters of marque and reprisal— courts
for trial of piracies and felonies on high seas—
appeals in case of captures—differences between
states—mode of choosing commissioners or
judges—private right of soil claimed under two
or more states—coining money—weights and
measures—Indian affairs—post routes—army—
navy—committee of the states—other commit-
tees—civil officers— president—public ex-
penses—borrowing money—bills of credit—land
and naval forces—quotas based on a census—
states to raise and equip men at expense of
United States—enumeration of measures requir-
ing the assent of a majority of the states—ad-
journments of congress—journals —copies of
proceedings to be furnished to states if desired.

ArTICLE X Powers of the committee of the states.

ArticLe XI Canada allowed to join the Union—
other colonies to require the assent of nine
states.

ArticLE XII'  United States pledged for payment of
bills of credit and borrowed moneys.

ArticLe XIII States bound by decisions of con-
gress—union to be perpetual—changes in arti-
cles to be agreed to by every state—ratification
and pledge.

[Literal reprint of the articles of confederation as they appear in the Revised Statutes of the United States, 1878.]

To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the un-
dersigned Delegates of the States affixed to our
Names send greeting.

Whereas the Delegates of the United States of
America in Congress assembled did on the fifteenth
day of November in the Year of our Lord One Thou-
sand Seven Hundred and Seventy seven, and in the
Second Year of the Independence of America agree
to certain articles of Confederation and perpetual
Union between the States of Newhampshire, Massa-
chusetts-bay, Rhodeisland and Providence Planta-
tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina,
South-Carolina and Georgia in the Words following,
viz.

“Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union be-
tween the States of Newhampshire, Massachu-
setts-bay, Rhodeisland, and Providence Planta-
tions, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia.

xix

Article I. The stile of this confederacy shall be
“The United States of America.”

Article II. Each State retains its sovereignty,
freedom and independence, and every power, juris-
diction and right, which is not by this confederation
expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress
assembled.

Article ITI.  The said States hereby severally enter
into a firm league of friendship with each other, for
their common defence, the security of their liberties,
and their mutual and general welfare, binding them-
selves to assist each other, against all force offered
to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on ac-
count of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other
pretence whatever.

Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate
mutual friendship and intercourse among the people
of the different States in this Union, the free inhabi-
tants of each of these States, paupers, vagabonds and
fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to
all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the
several States; and the people of each State shall
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have free ingress and regress to and from any other
State, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of
trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, im-
positions and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof
respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not
extend so far as to prevent the removal of property
imported into any State, to any other State of which
the owner is an inhabitant; provided also that no im-
position, duties or restriction shall be laid by any
State, on the property of the United States, or either
of them.

If any person guilty of, or charged with treason,
felony, or other high misdemeanor in any State, shall
flee from justice, and be found in any of the United
States, he shall upon demand of the Governor or Ex-
ecutive power, of the State from which he fled, be de-
livered up and removed to the State having jurisdic-
tion of his offence.

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these
States to the records, acts and judicial proceedings of
the courts and magistrates of every other State.

Article V. For the more convenient management
of the general interests of the United States, dele-
gates shall be annually appointed in such manner as
the legislature of each State shall direct, to meet in
Congress on the first Monday in November, in every
year, with a power reserved to each State, to recall its
delegates, or any of them, at any time within the
year, and to send others in their stead, for the re-
mainder of the year.

No State shall be represented in Congress by less
than two, nor by more than seven members; and no
person shall be capable of being a delegate for more
than three years in any term of six years; nor shall
any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding
any office under the United States, for which he, or
another for his benefit receives any salary, fees or
emolument of any kind.

Each State shall maintain its own delegates in a
meeting of the States, and while they act as members
of the committee of the States.

In determining questions in the United States, in
Congress assembled, each State shall have one vote.

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall
not be impeached or questioned in any court, or place
out of Congress, and the members of Congress shall
be protected in their persons from arrests and impris-
onments, during the time of their going to and from,
and attendance on Congress, except for treason, felo-
ny, or breach of the peace.

Article VI. No State without the consent of the
United States in Congress assembled, shall send any
embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter
into any conference, agreement, alliance or treaty
with any king, prince or state; nor shall any person
holding any office of profit or trust under the United
States, or any of them, accept of any present, emolu-
ment, office or title of any kind whatever from any
king, prince or foreign state; nor shall the United
States in Congress assembled, or any of them, grant
any title of nobility.

No two or more States shall enter into any treaty,
confederation or alliance whatever between them,
without the consent of the United States in Congress
assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for
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which the same is to be entered into, and how long it
shall continue.

No State shall lay any imposts or duties, which may
interfere with any stipulations in treaties, entered
into by the United States in Congress assembled,
with any king, prince or state, in pursuance of any
treaties already proposed by Congress, to the courts
of France and Spain.

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace
by any State, except such number only, as shall be
deemed necessary by the United States in Congress
assembled, for the defence of such State, or its trade;
nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any State,
in time of peace, except such number only, as in the
judgment of the United States, in Congress assem-
bled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts
necessary for the defence of such State; but every
State shall always keep up a well regulated and disci-
plined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutered, and
shall provide and constantly have ready for use, in
public stores, a due number of field pieces and tents,
and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp
equipage.

No State shall engage in any war without the con-
sent of the United States in Congress assembled, un-
less such State be actually invaded by enemies, or
shall have received certain advice of a resolution be-
ing formed by some nation of Indians to invade such
State, and the danger is so imminent as not to admit
of a delay, till the United States in Congress assem-
bled can be consulted: nor shall any State grant com-
missions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of
marque or reprisal, except it be after a declaration of
war by the United States in Congress assembled, and
then only against the kingdom or state and the sub-
jects thereof, against which war has been so declared,
and under such regulations as shall be established by
the United States in Congress assembled, unless such
State be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of
war may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so
long as the danger shall continue, or until the United
States in Congress assembled shall determine other-
wise.

Article VII. When land-forces are raised by any
State for the common defence, all officers of or under
the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the Legisla-
ture of each State respectively by whom such forces
shall be raised, or in such manner as such State shall
direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by the State
which first made the appointment.

Article VIII. All charges of war, and all other ex-
penses that shall be incurred for the common defence
or general welfare, and allowed by the United States
in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a
common treasury, which shall be supplied by the sev-
eral States, in proportion to the value of all land
within each State, granted to or surveyed for any
person, as such land and the buildings and improve-
ments thereon shall be estimated according to such
mode as the United States in Congress assembled,
shall from time to time direct and appoint.

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid
and levied by the authority and direction of the Leg-
islatures of the several States within the time agreed
upon by the United States in Congress assembled.
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Article IX. The United States in Congress assem-
bled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and
power of determining on peace and war, except in the
cases mentioned in the sixth article—of sending and
receiving ambassadors —entering into treaties and
alliances, provided that no treaty of commerce shall
be made whereby the legislative power of the respec-
tive States shall be restrained from imposing such im-
posts and duties on foreigners, as their own people
are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation
or importation of any species of goods or commodities
whatsoever—of establishing rules for deciding in all
cases, what captures on land or water shall be legal,
and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval
forces in the service of the United States shall be di-
vided or appropriated—of granting letters of marque
and reprisal in times of peace—appointing courts for
the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the
high seas and establishing courts for receiving and
determining finally appeals in all cases of captures,
provided that no member of Congress shall be ap-
pointed a judge of any of said courts.

The United States in Congress assembled, shall also
be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and differ-
ences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise be-
tween two or more States concerning boundary, ju-
risdiction or any other cause whatever; which author-
ity shall always be exercised in the manner following.
Whenever the legislative or executive authority or
lawful agent of any State in controversy with an-
other shall present a petition to Congress, stating the
matter in question and praying for a hearing, notice
thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the leg-
islative or executive authority of the other State in
controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of
the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be
directed to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or
judges to constitute a court for hearing and deter-
mining the matter in question: but if they cannot
agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each
of the United States, and from the list of such per-
sons each party shall alternately strike out one, the
petitioners beginning, until the number shall be re-
duced to thirteen; and from that number not less
than seven, nor more than nine names as Congress
shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be
drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall
be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commission-
ers or judges, to hear and finally determine the con-
troversy, so always as a major part of the judges who
shall hear the cause shall agree in the determination:
and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day
appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress
shall judge sufficient, or being present shall refuse to
strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three
persons out of each State, and the Secretary of Con-
gress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or
refusing; and the judgment and sentence of the court
to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed,
shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties
shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court,
or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court
shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or
judgment, which shall in like manner be final and de-
cisive, the judgment or sentence and other proceed-
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ings being in either case transmitted to Congress, and
lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of
the parties concerned: provided that every commis-
sioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath
to be administered by one of the judges of the su-
preme or superior court of the State where the cause
shall be tried, “well and truly to hear and determine
the matter in question, according to the best of his
judgment, without favour, affection or hope of re-
ward:” provided also that no State shall be deprived
of territory for the benefit of the United States.

All controversies concerning the private right of
soil claimed under different grants of two or more
States, whose jurisdiction as they may respect such
lands, and the States which passed such grants are
adjusted, the said grants or either of them being at
the same time claimed to have originated antecedent
to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall on the peti-
tion of either party to the Congress of the United
States, be finally determined as near as may be in the
same manner as is before prescribed for deciding dis-
putes respecting territorial jurisdiction between dif-
ferent States.

The United States in Congress assembled shall also
have the sole and exclusive right and power of regu-
lating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own
authority, or by that of the respective States.—fixing
the standard of weights and measures throughout the
United States.—regulating the trade and managing
all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of
the States, provided that the legislative right of any
State within its own limits be not infringed or vio-
lated—establishing and regulating post-offices from
one State to another, throughout all the United
States, and exacting such postage on the papers pass-
ing thro’ the same as may be requisite to defray the
expenses of the said office—appointing all officers of
the land forces, in the service of the United States,
excepting regimental officers —appointing all the of-
ficers of the naval forces, and commissioning all offi-
cers whatever in the service of the United States—
making rules for the government and regulation of
the said land and naval forces, and directing their op-
erations.

The United States in Congress assembled shall
have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in the
recess of Congress, to be denominated “a Committee
of the States,” and to consist of one delegate from
each State; and to appoint such other committees and
civil officers as may be necessary for managing the
general affairs of the United States under their di-
rection—to appoint one of their number to preside,
provided that no person be allowed to serve in the of-
fice of president more than one year in any term of
three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of money
to be raised for the service of the United States, and
to appropriate and apply the same for defraying the
public expenses—to borrow money, or emit bills on
the credit of the United States, transmitting every
half year to the respective States an account of the
sums of money so borrowed or emitted,—to build and
equip a navy —to agree upon the number of land
forces, and to make requisitions from each State for
its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhab-
itants in such State; which requisition shall be bind-
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ing, and thereupon the Legislature of each State shall
appoint the regimental officers, raise the men and
cloath, arm and equip them in a soldier like manner,
at the expense of the United States; and the officers
and men so cloathed, armed and equipped shall march
to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on
by the United States in Congress assembled: but if
the United States in Congress assembled shall, on
consideration of circumstances judge proper that any
State should not raise men, or should raise a smaller
number than its quota, and that any other State
should raise a greater number of men than the quota
thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered,
cloathed, armed and equipped in the same manner as
the quota of such State, unless the legislature of such
State shall judge that such extra number cannot be
safely spared out of the same, in which case they shall
raise officer, cloath, arm and equip as many of such
extra number as they judge can be safely spared.
And the officers and men so cloathed, armed and
equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and
within the time agreed on by the United States in
Congress assembled.

The United States in Congress assembled shall
never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marque
and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any trea-
ties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the
value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses
necessary for the defence and welfare of the United
States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow
money on the credit of the United States, nor appro-
priate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels
of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of
land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a com-
mander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine
States assent to the same: nor shall a question on any
other point, except for adjournment from day to day
be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of
the United States in Congress assembled.

The Congress of the United States shall have
power to adjourn to any time within the year, and to
any place within the United States, so that no period
of adjournment be for a longer duration than the
space of six months, and shall publish the journal of
their proceedings monthly, except such parts thereof
relating to treaties, alliances or military operations,
as in their judgment require secresy; and the yeas
and nays of the delegates of each State on any ques-
tion shall be entered on the journal, when it is desired
by any delegate; and the delegates of a State, or any
of them, at his or their request shall be furnished
with a transcript of the said journal, except such
parts as are above excepted, to lay before the Legisla-
tures of the several States.

Article X. The committee of the States, or any
nine of them, shall be authorized to execute, in the re-
cess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress as
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the United States in Congress assembled, by the con-
sent of nine States, shall from time to time think ex-
pedient to vest them with; provided that no power be
delegated to the said committee, for the exercise of
which, by the articles of confederation, the voice of
nine States in the Congress of the United States as-
sembled is requisite.

Article XI. Canada acceding to this confedera-
tion, and joining in the measures of the United
States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the
advantages of this Union: but no other colony shall
be admitted into the same, unless such admission be
agreed to by nine States.

Article XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies
borrowed and debts contracted by, or under the au-
thority of Congress, before the assembling of the
United States, in pursuance of the present confedera-
tion, shall be deemed and considered as a charge
against the United States, for payment and satisfac-
tion whereof the said United States, and the public
faith are hereby solemnly pledged.

Article XIII. Every State shall abide by the de-
terminations of the United States in Congress assem-
bled, on all questions which by this confederation are
submitted to them. And the articles of this confedera-
tion shall be inviolably observed by every State, and
the Union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration
at any time hereafter be made in any of them; unless
such alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the
United States, and be afterwards confirmed by the
Legislatures of every State.

And whereas it has pleased the Great Governor of
the world to incline the hearts of the Legislatures we
respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and
to authorize us to ratify the said articles of confeder-
ation and perpetual union. Know ye that we the un-
dersigned delegates, by virtue of the power and au-
thority to us given for that purpose, do by these
presents, in the name and in behalf of our respective
constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm
each and every of the said articles of confederation
and perpetual union, and all and singular the matters
and things therein contained: and we do further sol-
emnly plight and engage the faith of our respective
constituents, that they shall abide by the determina-
tions of the United States in Congress assembled, on
all questions, which by the said confederation are
submitted to them. And that the articles thereof shall
be inviolably observed by the States we re[s]pectively
represent, and that the Union shall be perpetual.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands
in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the State of
Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the year of
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seven-
ty-eight, and in the third year of the independence
of America.

On the part & behalf of the State of New Hampshire.

JOSIAH BARTLETT,

JOHN WENTWORTH, JUNR,
August 8th, 1778.

On the part and behalf of the State of Massachusetts Bay.

JOHN HaNcoOCK,
SAMUEL ApaMs,
ELBRIDGE GERRY,

Francis DaNa,
JAMES LOVELL,
SAaMUEL HoLTEN
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On the part and behalf of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.
WiLLiaM ELLERY, Joun CoLLINS
HENRY MARCHANT,
On the part and behalf of the State of Connecticut.
ROGER SHERMAN, Titus HoSMER,
SamMUuEL HUNTINGTON ANDREW ADAMS
OLIVER WOLCOTT,
On the part and behalf of the State of New York.

Jas Duang, Wwu DUER,
Fra Lewis, Gouv Morris
On the part and in behalf of the State of New Jersey, Novr. 26, 1778.
JNo WITHERSPOON, NATHL ScUDDER
On the part and behalf of the State of Pennsylvania.
RoBT. MORRIS, WiLLIAM CLINGAN,
DaNIEL RoBERDEAU, JosepH REED, 22d July, 1778.

JoNa Bayarp SMITH,
On the part & behalf of the State of Delaware.
Tao M’Kean, Feby. 12, 1779, NicHoLaSs VaN Dyke
JonN Dickinson, May 5th, 1779,
On the part and behalf of the State of Maryland.

Joun Hanson, March 1, 1781, ‘DanieL CarroLL, Mar. 1, 1781.
On the part and behalf of the State of Virginia.

RiciAaRD HENRY LEE, JNO HARVIE,

JOHN BANISTER, Francis LiGHTFoOT LEE

THOMAS ADAMS,

On the part and behalf of the State of No. Carolina.
JouN PENN, July 21st, 1778, JNo WILLIAMS
CorNs. HARTNETT,

On the part & behalf of the State of South Carolina.
HEeNRY LAURENS, Ricup Hutson,
WiLLiaM HENRY DRAYTON, THos HEYWARD, JUNR
JNO MATHEWS,

On the part & behalf of the State of Georgia.

Jno. WaLTon, 24th July, 1778, Epwp LANGWORTHY
Epwb. TELFAIR,



AUTHENTICATION OF RECORDS

Section 14.12, subsection 6, paragraph “e”, requires that each official publication
of the Code shall contain the laws of the United States relating
to the authentication of records.

Pursuant to said statute the following laws of the United States
are incorporated herein.

AUTHENTICATION OF RECORDS
[U.S.C. t.28, §§1738, 1739]

State énr:d ;l'erritorill Statutes and Judicial Proceedings; Full Faith and
t

Sec. 1738. The Acts of the legislature of any
State, Territory, or Possession of the United States,
or copies thereof, shall be authenticated by affixing
the seal of such State, Territory or Possession there-
to.

The records and judicial proceedings of any court
of any such State, Territory or Possession, or copies
thereof, shall be proved or admitted in other courts
within the United States and its Territories and Pos-
sessions by the attestation of the clerk and seal of the
court annexed, if a seal exists, together with a certifi-
cate of a judge of the court that the said attestation
is in proper form.

Such Acts, records and judicial proceedings or cop-
ies thereof, so authenticated, shall have the same full
faith and credit in every court within the United
States and its Territories and Possessions as they
have by law or usage in the courts of such State, Ter-
ritory or Possession from which they are taken.

State and Territorial Nonjudicial Records; Full Faith and Credit

Sec. 1739.  All nonjudicial records or books kept in
any public office of any State, Territory, or Pcsses-
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sion of the United States, or copies thereof, shall be
proved or admitted in any court or office in any other
State, Territory, or Possession by the attestation of
the custodian of such records or books, and the seal of
his office annexed, if there be a seal, together with a
certificate of a judge of a court of record of the coun-
ty, parish, or district in which such office may be
kept, or of the Governor, or secretary of state, the
chancellor or keeper of the great seal, of the State,
Territory, or Possession that the said attestation is in
due form and by the proper officers.

If the certificate is given by a judge, it shall be fur-
ther authenticated by the clerk or prothonotary of
the court, who shall certify, under his hand and the
seal of his office, that such judge is duly commis-
sioned and qualified; or, if given by such governor,
secretary, chancellor, or keeper of the great seal, it
shall be under the great seal of the State, Territory,
or Possession in which it is made.

Such records or books, or copies thereof, so authen-
ticated, shall have the same full faith and credit in
every court and office within the United States and
its Territories and Possessions as they have by law or
usage in the courts or offices of the State, Territory,
or Possession from which they are taken.



PREAMBLE

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA

[Recommended by the convention of the states to congress on September 17, 1787,
and by it submitted on September 28, 1787, to the states for ratification,
which, by the concurrence of nine states, was consummated and
proclaimed, and, on March 4, 1789, the government com-
menced operations under the new constitution.}

ARTICLE I —LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

Sec 1.

2.

The congress.

House of representatives—composi-
tion—term—electors.

Qualifications of members.
Apportionment—direct taxes—cen-
sus—ratio—present representation.

Elections to fill vacancies.

Officers—power of impeachment.

Senate—composition—term.

Classes—vacancies, how filled.

Qualifications of senators.

Vice-president as presiding officer.

Other officers—president pro tempore.

Impeachments.

Judgment in impeachment cases.

Elections for senators and representa-
tives.

Meetings of congress.

Each house to judge of its own
elections—quorum—compulsory at-
tendance.

Rules—punishment of members—expul-
sion.

Journals of proceedings.

Adjournments of congress.

Compensation of members—privileg-
es—freedom of debate.

Holding other offices.

Origin of bills for revenue.

Bills—executive approval—veto.

Repassing bills after veto.

Powers of congress—collection of
taxes—duties—imposts —excises—
debts—general welfare.

Borrowing money.

Regulation of commerce—Indian trade.

Naturalization—bankruptcies.

Coinage—weights and measures.

Counterfeiting.

Post offices and post roads.

Patents—copyrights—trade-marks.

Inferior courts.

Piracies—offences against the law of
nations.

War powers.

Support of armies—limitation.
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10.

Maintenance of navy.

Rules for land and naval forces.

Calling forth militia.

Organization of militia—appointments.

Authority over seat of government.

Incidental powers.

Powers denied to congress—importation
of slaves.

Writ of habeas corpus.

Attainder—ex post facto laws.

Capitation or direct taxes.

Export duties.

Preference to ports—duties on vessels.

Appropriations—public accounts.

Titles of nobility and presents from for-
eign powers.

Certain powers denied to states enumer-
ated.

Imposts and duties.

Tonnage duties—troops—compacts—
war.

ARTICLE 11 ~EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Sec 1.

Executive power vested in president—
term.

Presidential electors.

Election of president.

Date of election.

Qualifications of president.

Removal from office—vacancy.

Salary of president.

Oath of president.

Commander in chief—pardons.

Treaties—appointing power.

Vacancies in office.

Messages to congress—other duties.

Impeachment of president and other of-
ficers.

ARTICLE I1I —JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT

Sec 1.

2.

Judicial power, how vested—tenure and
compensation of judges.

Jurisdiction of federal courts.

Original and appellate jurisdiction.

Trial by jury—place of trial.

Treason.
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ARTICLE IV —RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE STATES

Sec 1. Faith and credit—public acts and
records.

2. Citizens—privileges and immunities.
Fugitives from justice.
Fugitives from labor.

3. Admission of new states.
Government of territories.

4. Form of state government.

ARTICLE V —MODE OF AMENDMENT
Methods enumerated.

ARTICLE VI—OBLIGATIONS OF DEBTS--SUPREME LAW—OATH
OF OFFICE

Debts under confederation.

Constitution, laws and treaties of the United
States supreme.

Oath of office—religious test forbidden.

ARTICLE VII —RATIFICATION

Constitution may be ratified by concurrence of
nine states.

AMENDMENTS
Religion—freedom of speech—petition.
Militia—right to bear arms.
Quartering soldiers.

Searches and seizures.
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5. Rights of persons—indictments—double jeop-
ardy—self-incrimination —due pro-
cess—eminent domain.

6. Rights of persons accused of crime.

7. Jury trials in civil cases.

8. Excessive bail—punishment for crime.

9. Rights retained by people.

10. Powers reserved to the states.

11. Suits against states.

12. Election of president and vice-president.
13. Slavery.

14. Rights of citizens.

Sec 1. Citizenship—equal rights and protec-
tion—due process.
2. Representatives—apportionment.
3. Disqualification of officers — re-
moval of disability.
4. Public debt.
5. Enforcement.

15. Right of citizens to vote.

16. Income taxes.

17. Election of senators by the people.

18. Prohibition of intoxicating liquors.

19. Right of citizens to vote.

20. Terms of president, vice-president, and congress.
21. Repeal of prohibition amendment.

22. Limitation on presidential terms.

23. Presidential electors in District of Columbia.
24. Poll tax prohibited.

25. Presidential succession.

26. Voting age.

[Literal reprint of the constitution of the United States as it appears in
Senate Document No. 96, Sixty-Seventh Congress, Second Session.)

We the people of the United States, in Order to form
a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domes-
tic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, pro-
mote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain
and establish this Constitution for the United States
of America.

ARTICLE 1

Secrion 1. All legislative Powers herein granted
shall be vested in a Congress of the United States,
which shall consist of a Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives.

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be
composed of Members chosen every second Year by
the People of the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for
Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State
Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not
have attained to the Age of twenty five Years, and
been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and
who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that
State in which he shall be chosen.

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be appor-
tioned among the several States which may be in-
cluded within this Union, according to their respec-
tive Numbers, which shall be determined by adding
to the whole Number of free Persons, including those
bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding
Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.
The actual Enumeration shall be made within three
Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the
United States, and within every subsequent Term of
ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law di-
rect. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed
one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall
have at Least one Representative; and until such enu-
meration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire
shall be entitled to chuse three Massachusetts eight,
Rhode-Island and Providence Plantations one, Con-
necticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Penn-
sylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia
ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and
Georgia three.

When vacancies happen in the Representation from
any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall is-
sue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their
Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole
Power of Impeachment.
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Section. 3. The Senate of the United States shall
be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen
by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each
Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Con-
sequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as
equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the
Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Ex-
piration of the second Year, of the second Class at the
Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class
at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third
may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies
happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Re-
cess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive
thereof may make temporary Appointments until the
next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill
such Vacancies.

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have at-
tained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine
Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall
not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for
which he shall be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be
President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, un-
less they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and
also a President pro tempore, in the Absence of the
Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office
of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Im-
peachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they
shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President
of the United States is tried the Chief Justice shall
preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the
Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not ex-
tend further than to removal from Office, and dis-
qualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor,
Trust or Profit under the United States: but the
Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and sub-
ject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment,
according to Law.

SecrioN. 4.  The Times, Places and Manner of hold-
ing Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall
be prescribed in each State by the Legislature there-
of: but the Congress may at any time by Law make
or alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of
chusing Senators.

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every
Year, and such Meeting shall be on the first Monday
in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a dif-
ferent Day.

Secrion. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the
Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its own
Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a
Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to
compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such
Manner, and under such Penalties as each House may
provide.

Each House may determine the Rules of its Pro-
ceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behav-
iour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a
Member.

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, ART. 1, §7

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings,
and from time to time publish the same, excepting
such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy;
and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either
House on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth
of those Present, be entered on the Journal.

Neither House, during the Session of Congress,
shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other Place than
that in which the two Houses shall be sitting.

SectioN. 6. The Senators and Representatives
shall receive a Compensation for their Services, to be
ascertained by Law, and paid out of the Treasury of
the United States. They shall in all Cases, except
Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privi-
leged from Arrest during their Attendance at the
Session of their respective Houses, and in going to
and returning from the same; and for any Speech or
Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned
in any other Place.

No Senator or Representative shall, during the
Time for which he was elected, be appointed to any
civil Office under the Authority of the United States,
which shall have been created, or the Emoluments
whereof shall have been encreased during such time;
and no Person holding any Office under the United
States, shall be a Member of either House during his
Continuance in Office.

Secrion. 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall
originate in the House of Representatives; but the
Senate may propose or concur with Amendments as
on other Bills.

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of
Representatives and the Senate, shall, before it
become a Law, be presented to the President of the
United States; if he approve he shall sign it, but if
not he shall return it, with his Objections to that
House in which it shall have originated, who shall en-
ter the Objections at large on their Journal, and pro-
ceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration
two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill,
it shall be sent, together with the Objections, to the
other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsid-
ered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it
shall become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes
of both Houses shall be determined by yeas and Nays,
and the Names of the Persons voting for and against
the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House
respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the
President within ten Days (Sundays excepted) after
it shall have been presented to him, the Same shall be
a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless
the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Re-
turn, in which Case it shall not be a Law.

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Con-
currence of the Senate and House of Representatives
may be necessary (except on a question of Adjourn-
ment) shall be presented to the President of the
United States; and before the Same shall take Effect,
shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by
him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and
House of Representatives, according to the Rules and
Limitations presecribed in the Case of a Bill.
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Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay
and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay
the Debts and provide for the common Defence and
general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties,
Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the
United States;

To borrow Money on the credit of the United
States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization,
and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies
throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of
foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and
Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting
the Securities and current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful
Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and
Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective
Writings and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme
Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies commit-
ted on the high Seas, and Offences against the Law
of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Re-
prisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land
and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation
of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than
two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation
of the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute
the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and re-
pel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining
the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as
may be employed in the Service of the United States,
reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment
of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Mi-
litia according to the discipline prescribed by Con-
gress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases what-
soever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles
square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and
the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the
Government of the United States, and to exercise like
Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent
of the Legislature of the State in which the Same
shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arse-
nals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;—And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and
proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States, or in
any Department or Officer thereof.

SectioNn 9. The Migration or Importation of such
Persons as any of the States now existing shall think
proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Con-
gress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred
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and eight, but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such
Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Per-
son.

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall
not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion
or Invasion the public Safety may require it.

No Bill of Attainder or expost facto Law shall be
passed.

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, un-
less in Proportion to the Census or Enumeration
herein before directed to be taken.

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported
from any State.

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of
Commerce or Revenue to the Ports of one State over
those of another: nor shall Vessels bound to, or from,
one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in
another.

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in
Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a
regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and
Expenditures of all public Money shall be published
from time to time.

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United
States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or
Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the
Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office,
or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King,
Prince, or foreign State.

SecrioN 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty,
Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque
and Reprisal; coin Money; emit Bills of Credit; make
any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Pay-
ment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, expost
facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Con-
tracts, or grant any Title of Nobility.

No State shall, without the Consent of the Con-
gress, lay any Imposts or Duties on Imports or Ex-
ports, except what may be absolutely necessary for
executing its inspection Laws: and the net Produce of
all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports
or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the
United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to
the Revision and Controul of the Congress.

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress,
lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of
War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or
Compact with another State, or with a foreign Pow-
er, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in
such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay.

ARTICLE. 11

SecrioN 1. The executive Power shall be vested in
a President of the United States of America. He shall
hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and,
together with the Vice President, chosen for the same
Term, be elected, as follows

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the
Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of
Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in
the Congress: but no Senator or Representative, or
Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the
United States, shall be appointed an Elector.
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The Electors shall meet in their respective States,
and vote by Ballot for two Persons, of whom one at
least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State
with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the
Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for
each; which List they shall sign and certify, and
transmit sealed to the Seat of the Government of the
United States, directed to the President of the Sen-
ate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Pres-
ence of the Senate and House of Representatives,
open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall then be
counted. The Person having the greatest Number of
Votes shall be the President, if such Number be a Ma-
jority of the whole Number of Electors appointed;
and if there be more than one who have such Majori-
ty, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the
House of Representatives shall immediately chuse by
Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person
have a Majority, then from the five highest on the
List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the
President. But in chusing the President, the Votes
shall be taken by States, the Representation from
each State having one Vote; A quorum for this Pur-
pose shall consist of a Member or Members from two
thirds of the States, and a Majority of all the States
shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after
the Choice of the President, the Person having the
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the
Vice President. But if there should remain two or
more who have equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse
from them by Ballot the Vice President.

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing
the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give
their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout
the United States.

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citi-
zen of the United States, at the time of the Adoption
of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of
President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that
Office who shall not have attained the Age of thirty
five Years. and been fourteen Years a Resident
within the United States.

In Case of the Removal of the President from Of-
fice, or of his Death, Resignation, or Inability to dis-
charge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the
Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the
Congress may by Law provide for the Case of Remov-
al, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the Presi-
dent and Vice President, declaring what Officer shall
then act as President, and such Officer shall act ac-
cordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a Presi-
dent shall be elected.

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his
Services, a Compensation, which shall neither be en-
creased nor diminished during the Period for which
he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive
within that Period any other Emolument from the
United States, or any of them.

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he
shall take the following Oath or Affirmation:—"I do
solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully exe-
cute the Office of President of the United States, and
will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution of the United States.”

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES, ART. III, §2

SecrionN 2. The President shall be Commander in
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States,
and of the Militia of the several States, when called
into the actual Service of the United States; he may
require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Offi-
cer in ecach of the executive Departments, upon any
Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Of-
fices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and
Pardons for Offenses against the United States, ex-
cept in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided
two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he
shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Con-
sent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other
public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme
Court, and all other Officers of the United States,
whose Appointments are not herein otherwise pro-
vided for, and which shall be established by Law: but
the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of
such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the
President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads
of Departments.

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacan-
cies that may happen during the Recess of the Sen-
ate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at
the End of their next Session.

SectioN 3. He shall from time to time give to the
Congress Information of the State of the Union, and
recommend to their Consideration such Measures as
he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on
extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or ei-
ther of them, and in Case of Disagreement between
them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he
may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think
proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other pub-
lic Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be
faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the Of-
ficers of the United States.

Section 4. The President, Vice President and all
civil Officers of the United States, shall be removed
from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of,
Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misde-
meanors.

ARTICLE III

SectioNn 1. The judicial Power of the United
States, shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in
such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time
to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the
supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices
during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, re-
ceive for their Services, a Compensation, which shall
not be diminished during their Continuance in Office.

SecrionN 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all
Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under this Consti-
tution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties
made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;
—to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public
Ministers and Consuls;— to all Cases of admiralty
and maritime Jurisdiction;—to Controversies to
which the United States shall be a Party;—to Contro-
versies between two or more States;—between a
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State and Citizens of another State,— between Citi-
zens of different States,—between Citizens of the
same State claiming Lands under Grants of different
States, and between a State, or the Citizens thereof,
and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects.

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public
Ministers and Consuls, and those in which a State
shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have original
Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned,
the supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction,
both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and
under such Regulations as the Congress shall make.

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Im-
peachment, shall be by Jury; and such Trial shall be
held in the State where the said Crimes shall have
been committed; but when not committed within any
State, the trial shall be at such Place or Places as the
Congress may by Law have directed.

Secrion 3. Treason against the United States,
shall consist only in levying War against them, or in
adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Com-
fort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless
on the Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt
Act, or on Confession in open Court.

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Pun-
ishment of Treason, but no Attainder of Treason shall
work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except dur-
ing the Life of the Person attainted.

ARTICLE IV

SecrioN 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in
each State to the public Acts, Records, and judicial
Proceedings of every other State. And the Congress
may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which
such Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved,
and the Effect thereof.

Secrion 2. The Citizens of each State shall be en-
titled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in
the several States.

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felo-
ny, or other Crime, who shall flee from Justice, and
be found in another State, shall on Demand of the ex-
ecutive Authority of the State from which he fled, be
delivered up, to be removed to the State having Juris-
diction of the Crime.

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State,
under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall,
in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be
discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be
delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Ser-
vice or Labour may be due.

Section 3. New States may be admitted by the
Congress into this Union; but no new State shall be
formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any
other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction
of two or more States, or Parts of States, without the
Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned
as well as of the Congress.

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and
make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting
the Territory or other Property belonging to the
United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall
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be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the
United States, or of any particular State.

SectioN 4. The United States shall guarantee to
every State in this Union a Republican Form of Gov-
ernment, and shall protect each of them against Inva-
sion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the
Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened)
against domestic Violence.

ARTICLE V

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses
shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments to
this Constitution, or, on the Application of the Legis-
latures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a
Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in ei-
ther Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes,
as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the
Legislatures of three fourths of the several States, or
by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one or
the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by
the Congress: Provided that no Amendment which
may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight
hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the
first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the
first Article; and that no State, without its Consent,

shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.
Statutory provision, ch 55

ARTICLE VI

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered
into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall
be as valid against the United States under this Con-
stitution, as under the Confederation.

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United
States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and
all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the
Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme
Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State shall
be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding.

The Senators and Representatives before men-
tioned, and the Members of the several State Legisla-
tures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of
the United States and of the several States, shall be
bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Consti-
tution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as
a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under
the United States.

ARTICLE VII

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States,
shall be sufficient for the Establishment of this Con-
stitution between the States so ratifying the Same.

Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent
of the States present the Seventeenth Day of
September in the Year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the
Twelfth. In Witness whereof We have hereunto
subscribed our Names,
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Attest WiLLIAM JAcksOoN  G® WASHINGTON—
Secretary Presid*
and deputy from Virginia

JOHN LANGDON
NicHoLAS GILMAN

New
Hampshire

NATHANIEL GORHAM
Rurus King

WHM SaAML JOHNSON
ROGER SHERMAN

Massachusetts

Connecticut

New York ALEXANDER HAMILTON

WIL: LIVINGSTON
DAvip BREARLEY.
W¥ PATERSON
JoNA: DaYTON.

New Jersey {
B FRANKLIN
THOMAS MIFFLIN
RoB™ MoRRis
Geo. CLYMER
THo® FitzSimMoNs
JARED INGERSOLL
JAMES WILsON
Gouv MoRRIs

Pennsylvania

GEeo: READ

GunNING BEDFORD jun
JOHN DICKINSON
RICHARD BASSETT
Jaco: Broom

Delaware

JAMES McHENRY
Maryland DaN oF 8™ THoS JENIFER
DaNt CaRroLL
JOoHN BLAIR—
JAMES MADISON JR.

W¥ BLOUNT
RICH? DoBBS SPAIGHT.
Hu WILLIAMSON

{J . RUTLEDGE

Virginia
North Carolina

CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY
CHARLES PINCKNEY
PIERCE BUTLER.

South Carolina

3 WiLLiaM FEw

corei
Georgia ABR BALDWIN

In Convention Monday, September 17th 17817.
Present

The States of
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, M~
Hamilton from New York, New Jersey, Pennysylva-
nia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
South Carolina and Georgia, Resolved,

That the preceeding Constitution be laid before the
United States in Congress assembled, and that it is
the Opinion of this Convention, that it should after-
wards be submitted to a Convention of Delegates,
chosen in each State by the People thereof, under the
Recommendation of its Legislature, for their Assent
and Ratification; and that each Convention assenting
to, and ratifying the Same, should give Notice
thereof to the United States in Congress assembled.
Resolved, That it is the Opinion of this Convention,

that as soon as the Conventions of nine States shall
have ratified this Constitution, the United States in
Congress assembled should fix a Day on which
Electors should be appointed by the States which
shall have ratified the same, and a day on which the
Electors should assemble to vote for the President,
and the Time and Place for commencing Proceedings
under this Constitution. That after such Publication
the Electors should be appointed and the Senators
and Representatives elected: That the Electors
should meet on the Day fixed for the Election of the
President, and should transmit their Votes certified,
signed, sealed and directed, as the Constitution re-
quires, to the Secretary of the United States in Con-
gress assembled, that the Senators and Representa-
tives should convene at the Time and Place assigned;
that the Senators should appoint a President of the
Senate, for the sole Purpose of receiving, opening and
counting the Votes for President; and, that after he
shall be chosen, the Congress, together with the Pres-
ident, should, without Delay, proceed to exccute this
Constitution.
By the Unanimous Order of the Convention.

G° WasHINGTON Presid".

W JaCksoN Secretary.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION.

AMENDMENT 1.

Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assem-
ble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.

AMENDMENT 2.

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the se-
curity of a free State, the right of the people to keep
and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.

AMENDMENT 3.

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in
any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

AMENDMENT 4.

The right of the people to be secure in their per-
sons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreason-
able searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and
no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by QOath or affirmation, and particularly
describing the place to be searched, and the persons
or things to be seized.

AMENDMENT 5.

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or
otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or
indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in ac-
tual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall
any person be subject for the same offence to be
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be com-
pelled in any criminal case to be a witness against
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himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor shall private property
be taken for public use, without just compensation.

AMENDMENT 6

In all eriminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy
the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial
jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been
previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of
the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have com-
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor,
and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

AMENDMENT 7

In suits at common law, where the value in contro-
versy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury,
shall be otherwise reexamined in any Court of the
United States, than according to the rules of the com-
mon law.

AMENDMENT 8

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments in-
flicted.

AMENDMENT 9

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain
rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage
others retained by the people.

AMENDMENT 10

The powers not delegated to the United States by
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States,
are reserved to the States respectively, or to the peo-
ple.

The first ten amendments were proposed by Congress to the legisla-
tures of the several states on September 25, 1789, and were ratified by all
of the states, except Connecticut, Georgia and Massachusetts, before the
end of the year 1791, thereby becoming a part of the orgamc law, pursu-
ant to the fifth article of the original constitution

AMENDMENT 11.

The Judicial power of the United States shall not
be construed to extend to any suit in law or equity,
commenced or prosecuted against one of the United
States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or
Subjects of any Foreign State.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on March 5, 1784, and was, 1n a message of the pres-
wdent to Congress January 8, 1794, declared to have been duly ratified by
the legislatures of three-fourths of the states

AMENDMENT 12

The Electors shall meet in their respective states
and vote by ballot for President and Vice-President,
one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of
the same state with themselves; they shall name in
their ballots the person voted for as President, and in

distinet ballots the person voted for as Vice-Presi-
dent, and they shall make distinct lists of all persons
voted for as President, and of all persons voted for as
Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each,
which lists they shall sign and certify, and transmit
sealed to the seat of the government of the United
States, directed to the President of the Senate;—The
President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the
certificates and the votes shall then be counted;—The
person having the greatest number of votes for Presi-
dent, shall be the President, if such number be a ma-
jority of the whole number of Electors appointed;
and if no person have such majority, then from the
persons having the highest numbers not exceeding
three on the list of those voted for as President, the
House of Representatives shall choose immediately,
by ballot, the President. But in choosing the Presi-
dent, the votes shall be taken by states, the represen-
tation from each state having one vote; a quorum for
this purpose shall consist of a member or members
from two-thirds of the states, and a majority of all
the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the
House of Representatives shall not choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them,
before the fourth day of March next following, then
the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the
case of the death or other constitutional disability of
the President.—The person having the greatest num-
ber of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-Pres-
ident, if such number be a majority of the whole
number of Electors appointed, and if no person have
a majority, then from the two highest numbers on
the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a
quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of
the whole number of Senators, and a majority of the
whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no
person constitutionally ineligible to the office of
President shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of
the United States.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on December 12, 1803, 1n heu of the onginal third
paragraph of the first section of the sccond article, and was proclaimed
by the secretary of state on September 25, 1804, to have been duly rati-
fied

AMENDMENT 13

SectioN 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servi-
tude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist
within the United States, or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.

SectioN 2. Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislaton.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on February 1, 1865, and was proclaimed by the sec-
retary of state on December 18, 1865, to have been duly ratified

AMENDMENT 14

SectioN 1. All persons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject Lo the jurisdiction thereof,
are citizens of the United States and of the State
wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce
any law which shall abridge the privileges or immuni-
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ties of citizens of the United States; nor shall any
State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor deny to any person
within its jurisidiction the equal protection of the
laws.

SectioN 2. Representatives shall be apportioned
among the several States according to their respec-
tive numbers, counting the whole number of persons
in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when
the right to vote at any election for the choice of
electors for President and Vice President of the
United States, Representatives in Congress, the Ex-
ecutive and Judicial officers of a State, or the mem-
bers of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of
the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one
years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in
any way abridged, except for participation in rebel-
lion, or other crime, the basis of representation
therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the
number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in
such State.

SectioN 3. No person shall be a Senator or Repre-
sentative in Congress, or elector of President and
Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military,
under the United States, or under any State, who,
having previously taken an oath, as a member of Con-
gress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a
member of any State legislature, or as an executive
or judicial officer of any State, to support the Consti-
tution of the United States, shall have engaged in in-
surrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid
or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may
by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such
disability.

SectioN 4. The validity of the public debt of the
United States, authorized by law, including debts in-
curred for payment of pensions and bounties for ser-
vices in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall
not be questioned. But neither the United States nor
any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation
incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the
United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipa-
tion of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and
claims shall be held illegal and void.

SectioN 5. The Congress shall have power to en-
force, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of

this article.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on June 16, 1866, and was proclaimed by the secre-
tary of state on July 28, 1868, to have been duly ratified

AMENDMENT 15

Secrion 1. The right of citizens of the United
States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any State on account of race, col-
or, or previous condition of servitude.

SectioN 2. The Congress shall have power to en-
force this article by appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submutted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on February 27, 1869, and was proclaimed by the
secretary of state on March 30, 1870, to have been duly ratified

AMENDMENT 16

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect
taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived,
without apportionment among the several States,

and without regard to any census or enumeration.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legslatures
of the several states on July 12, 1909, and was proclaimed by the secre-
tary of state on February 25, 1913, to have been duly ratified

AMENDMENT 17

The Senate of the United States shall be composed
of two Senators from each State, elected by the peo-
ple thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have
one vote. The electors in each State shall have the
qualifications requisite for electors of the most nu-
merous branch of the State legislatures.

When vacancies happen in the representation of
any State in the Senate, the executive authority of
such State shall issue writs of election to fill such va-
cancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State
may empower the executive thereof to make tempo-
rary appointments until the people fill the vacancies
by election as the legislature may direct.

This amendment shall not be so construed as to af-
fect the election or term of any Senator chosen before

it becomes valid as part of the Constitution.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legslatures
of the several states on May 16, 1912, and was proclaimed by the secre-
tary of state on May 31, 1913, to have been duly ratified

AMENDMENT 18

SecTioN 1. After one year from the ratification of
this article the manufacture, sale, or transportation
of intoxicating liquors within, the importation
thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the
United States and all territory subject to the jurisdic-
tion thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibit-
ed.

Sec 2. The Congress and the several States shall
have concurrent power to enforce this article by ap-
propriate legislation.

Sec 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Con-
stitution by the legislatures of the several States, as
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from
the date of the submission hereof to the States by the
Congress.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legslatures
of the several states on December 17, 1917, and was proclaimed by the
acting secretary of state on January 29, 1919, to have been duly ratified

Repealed by amendment 21, December 5, 1933

AMENDMENT 19

The right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States
or by any State on account of sex.

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by
appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on June 5, 1919, and was proclaimed by the secretary
of state on August 26, 1920, to have been duly ratified
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AMENDMENT 20

SeEctioN 1. The terms of the President and Vice
President shall end at noon on the 20th day of Janu-
ary, and the terms of Senators and Representatives
at noon on the 3d day of January, of the years in
which such terms would have ended if this article had
not been ratified; and the terms of their successors
shall then begin.

SEc 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once
in every year, and such meeting shall begin at noon
on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law ap-
point a different day.

Sec 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of
the term of the President, the President elect shall
have died, the Vice President elect shall become Pres-
ident. If a President shall not have been chosen be-
fore the time fixed for the beginning of his term, or if
the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then
the Vice President elect shall act as President until a
President shall have qualified; and the Congress may
by law provide for the case wherein neither a Presi-
dent elect nor a Vice President elect shall have quali-
fied, declaring who shall then act as President, or the
manner in which one who is to act shall be selected,
and such person shall act accordingly until a Presi-
dent or Vice President shall have qualified.

Sec 4. The Congress may by law provide for the
case of the death of any of the persons from whom
the House of Representatives may choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved
upon them, and for the case of the death of any of the
persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice
President whenever the right of choice shall have de-
volved upon them.

SEc 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the
15th day of October following the ratification of this
article.

Sec 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Con-
stitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several States within seven years from the date of its
submission.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legisiatures
of the several states on March 8, 1932, and was proclaimed by the secre-
tary of state on February 6, 1933, to have been duly ratified

AMENDMENT 21

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment
to the Constitution of the United States is hereby
repealed.

SEC 2. The transportation or importation into any
State, Territory, or possession of the United States
for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in
violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited.

Sec 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendment to the Con-
stitution by conventions in the several States, as pro-
vided in the Constitution, within seven years from
the date of the submission hereof to the States by the
Congress.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the several states

on February 21, 1933, for ratification by convention, and was proclaimed
by the acyng secretary of state on December 5, 1933, to have been duly
ratified

AMENDMENT 22

SeEctioN 1 No person shall be elected to the office
of the President more than twice, and no person who
has held the office of President, or acted as President,
for more than two years of a term to which some
other person was elected President shall be elected to
the office of the President more than once. But this
Article shall not apply to any person holding the of-
fice of President when this Article was proposed by
the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who
may be holding the office of President, or acting as
President, during the term within which this Article
becomes operative from holding the office of Presi-
dent or acting as President during the remainder of
such term.

Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless
it shall have been ratified as an amendment to the
Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of
the several States within seven years from the date

of its sub.nission to the States by the Congress.

The abov. amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on March 24, 1947, and was proclaimed by the ad-
ministrator of general services on March 1, 1951, to have been duly
ratified

AMENDMENT 23

SectioN 1. The District constituting the seat of
the Government of the United States shall appoint in
such manner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice-Presi-
dent equal to the whole number of Senators and Rep-
resentatives in Congress to which the District would
be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more
than the least populous State; they shall be in addi-
tion to those appointed by the States, but they shall
be considered, for the purposes of the election of
President and Vice-President, to be electors ap-
pointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District
and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth
article of amendment.

SeEc 2. The Congress shall have the power to en-
force this article by appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on June 16, 1960, and was proclaimed by the admin-
istrator of general services on March 29, 1961, to have been duly ratified

AMENDMENT 24

Secrion 1. The right of citizens of the United
States to vote in any primary or other election for
President or Vice President, for electors for President
or Vice President, or for Senator or Representative in
Congress, shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or any State by reason of failure to pay
any poll tax or other tax.

SEc 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legislatures
of the several states on August 27, 1962, and was proclaimed by the ad-
ministrator of general services on February 4, 1964, to have been duly
ratified
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AMENDMENT 25

SectioN 1. In case of the removal of the President
from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice
President shall become President.

Sec. 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office
of the Vice President, the President shall nominate a
Vice President who shall take office upon confirma-
tion by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress.

Sec. 3. Whenever the President transmits to the
President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives his written declara-
tion that he is unable to discharge the powers and du-
ties of his office, and until he transmits to them a
written declaration to the contrary, such powers and
duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as
Acting President.

Sec.4. Whenever the Vice President and a major-
ity of either the principal officers of the executive de-
partments or of such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives their written declaration that the Presi-
dent is unable to discharge the powers and duties of
his office, the Vice President shall immediately as-
sume the powers and duties of the office as Acting
President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the
President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives his written declara-
tion that no inability exists, he shall resume the pow-
ers and duties of his office unless the Vice President
and a majority of either the principal officers of the
executive department or of such other body as Con-

gress may by law provide, transmit within four days
to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives their writ-
ten declaration that the President is unable to dis-
charge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon
Congress shall decide the issue, assembling within
forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If
the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of
the latter written declaration, or, if Congress is not in
session, within twenty-one days after Congress is re-
quired to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of
both Houses that the President is unable to discharge
the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President
shall continue to discharge the same as Acting Presi-
dent; otherwise, the President shall resume the pow-

ers and duties of his office.

The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legslatures
of the several states on July 6, 1965, and was proclaimed by the admims-
trator of general services on February 23, 1967, to have been duly
ratified

AMENDMENT 26

SectioN 1. The right of citizens of the United
States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States
or by any State on account of age.

Sec 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.
The above amendment was submitted by Congress to the legslatures
of the several states on January 21, 1971, and proclaimed by the admin:s-
trator of general services on July 5, 1971, to have been duly ratified

There was pending at the time of this publication an amendment relat-
ng to sexual discrimination, see 64GA, chapter 1140



CONSTITUTION OFiéIé‘lIéIE STATE OF IOWA

(This Constitution has been superseded by the Constitution of 1857 which follows)

WE, THE PEOPLE OF THE TERRITORY OF Iowa, grateful to
the Supreme Being for the blessings hitherto en-
joyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for a
continuation of those blessings, do ordain and es-
tablish a free and independent government, by the
name of the STATE oF lowa, the boundaries whereof
shall be as follows:

Beginning in the middle of the main channel of the
Mississippi river, at a point due east of the middle of
the mouth of the main channel of the Des Moines riv-
er; thence up the middle of the main channel of the
said Des Moines river, to a point on said river where
the northern boundary line of the state of Missouri
— as established by the constitution of that state,
adopted June 12th, 1820—crosses the said middle of
the main channel of the said Des Moines river; thence

westwardly along the said northern boundary line of
the state of Missouri, as established at the time afore-
said, until an extension of said line intersect the mid-
dle of the main channel of the Missouri river; thence
up the middle of the main channel of the said Mis-
souri river to a point opposite the middle of the main
channel of the Big Sioux river, according to Nicol-
lett’s map; thence up the main channel of the said Big
Sioux river, according to said map, until it is inter-
sected by the parallel of forty-three degrees and
thirty minutes north latitude; thence east along said
parallel of forty-three degrees and thirty minutes un-
til said parallel intersects the middle of the main
channel of the Mississippi river; thence down the mid-
dle of the main channel of said Mississippi river to the
place of beginning.

ARTICLE 1.

BiLL oF RIGHTS

1. Rights of persons. All men are, by nature, free
and independent, and have certain unalienable
rights—among which are those of enjoying and de-
fending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and
protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining
safety and happiness.

2. Political power. All political power is inherent
in the people. Government is instituted for the pro-
tection, security, and benefit of the people, and they
have the right, at all times, to alter or reform the
same, whenever the public good may require it.

3. Religion. The general assembly shall make no
law respecting an establishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise thereof; nor shall any per-
son be compelled to attend any place of worship, pay
tithes, taxes, or other rates for building or repairing
places of worship, or the maintenance of any minister
or ministry.

4. Religious test. No religious test shall be re-
quired as a qualification for any office or public trust,
and no person shall be deprived of any of his rights,
privileges or capacities, or disqualified from the per-
formance of any of his public or private duties, or
rendered incompetent to give evidence in any court
of law or equity, in consequence of his opinions on the
subject of religion.

5. Dueling. Any citizen of this state who may
hereafter be engaged, either directly or indirectly, in
a duel, either as principal or accessory before the fact,
shall forever be disqualified from holding any office
under the constitution and laws of this state.
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6. Laws uniform. All laws of a general nature
shall have a uniform operation.

7. Liberty of speech and of the press. Every per-
son may speak, write, and publish his sentiments on
all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that
right. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridge
the liberty of speech or of the press. In all prosecu-
tions or indictments for libel, the truth may be given
in evidence to the jury, and if it appear to the jury
that the matter charged as libellous was true, and
was published with good motives and for justifiable
ends, the party shall be acquitted.

8. Personal security. The right of the people to be
secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects,
against unreasonable seizures and searches shall not
be violated; and no warrant shall issue but on proba-
ble cause, supported by oath or affirmation, particu-
larly describing the place to be searched, and the pa-
pers and things to be seized.

9. Trial by jury. The right of trial by jury shall re-
main inviolate; but the general assembly may autho-
rize trial by a jury of a less number than twelve men
in inferior courts.

10. Rights of persons accused. In all criminal
prosecutions, the accused shall have a right to a
speedy trial by an impartial jury; to be informed of
the accusation against him; to be confronted with the
witnesses against him; to have compulsory process
for his own witnesses, and to have the assistance of
counsel.
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11. Indictment. No person shall be held to answer
for a criminal offence, unless on presentment or in-
dictment by a grand jury, except in cases cognizable
before a justice of the peace, or arising in the army or
navy, or in the militia, when in actual service, in time
of war or public danger.

12. Twice tried bail. No person shall, after acquit-
tal, be tried for the same offense. All persons shall,
before conviction, be bailable by sufficient sureties,
except for capital offences where the proof is evident
or the presumption great.

13. Habeas corpus. The writ of habeas corpus
shall not be suspended, unless in case of rebellion or
invasion the public safety may require it.

14. Military. The military shall be subordinate to
the civil power. No standing army shall be kept up by
the state in time of peace; and in time of war, no ap-
propriation for a standing army shall be for a longer
time than two years.

15. Quartering soldiers. No soldier shall, in time
of peace, be quartered in any house without the con-
sent of the owner, nor in time of war except in the
manner prescribed by law.

16. Treason. Treason against the state shall con-
sist only in levying war against it, adhering to its ene-
mies, or giving them aid and comfort. No person shall
be convicted of treason unless on the evidence of two

witnesses to the same overt act, or confession in open
court.

17. Bail—punishments. Excessive bail shall not
be required; excessive fines shall not be imposed, and
cruel and unusual punishments shall not be inflicted.

18. Property. Private property shall not be taken
for public use without just compensation.

19. Imprisonment for debt. No person shall be im-
prisoned for debt in any civil action, on mesne or final
process, unless in case of fraud; and no person shall
be imprisoned for a militia fine in time of peace.

20. Petition. The people have the right freely to
assemble together to counsel for the common good; to
make known their opinions to their representatives,
and to petition for a redress of grievances.

21. Attainder. No bill of attainder, ex post facto
law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts shall
ever be passed.

22. Aliens hold property. Foreigners who are or
who may hereafter become residents of this state,
shall enjoy the same rights in respect to the posses-
sion, enjoyment and descent of property, as native
born citizens.

23. Slavery. Neither slavery nor involuntary ser-
vitude, unless for the punishment of crimes, shall
ever be tolerated in this state.

24. Reservation. This enumeration of rights shall
not be construed to impair or deny others, retained by
the people.

ARTICLE 2.

RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE.

1. Electors. Every white male citizen of the
United States of the age of twenty-one years, who
shall have been a resident of the state six months
next preceding the election, and the county in which
he claims his vote twenty days, shall be entitled to
vote at all elections which are now or hereafter may
be authorized by law.

2. Privilege. Electors shall, in all cases except
treason, felony or breach of the peace be privileged
from arrest on the days of election, during their at-
tendance at such election, going to and returning
therefrom.

3. Same. No elector shall be obliged to perform
militia duty on the day of election, except in time of
war or public danger.

4. “Resident.” No person in the military, naval or
marine service of the United States, shall be consid-
ered a resident of this state by being stationed in any
garrison, barrack, or military or naval place or station
within this state.

5. Exception. No idiot or insane person, or person
convicted of any infamous crime, shall be entitled to
the privilege of an elector.

6. Ballot. All elections by the people shall be by
ballot.

ARTICLE 3.

OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS.

1. Departments of the government. The powers
of the government of Iowa shall be divided into three
separate departments—the Legislative, the Execu-
tive, and the Judicial; and no person charged with the

exercise of powers properly belonging to one of these
departments, shall exercise any function appertain-
ing to either of the others, except in cases hereinafter
expressly directed or permitted.
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LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

1. Legislative authority. The legislative authority
of this state shall be vested in a Senate and House of
Representatives, which shall be designated the Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of lowa; and the style of
their laws shall commence in the following manner:
“Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State
of Iowa.”

2. Sessions. The sessions of the General Assembly
shall be biennial, and shall commence on the first
Monday of December next ensuing the election of its
members; unless the governor of the state shall, in
the interim, convene the General Assembly by procla-
mation.

3. Members of the house of reps. The members of
the House of Representatives shall be chosen every
second year, by the qualified electors of their respec-
tive districts, on the first Monday in August; whose
term of office shall continue two years from the day
of the general election.

4. Eligibility. No person shall be a member of the
House of Representatives who shall not have attained
the age of twenty-one years; be a free white male cit-
izen of the United States, and have been an inhabi-
tant of this state or territory one year next preceding
his election; and at the time of his election, have an
actual residence of thirty days in the county or dis-
trict he may be chosen to represent.

5. Senators. Senators shall be chosen for the term
of four years, at the same time and place as represen-
tatives; they shall be twenty-five years of age, and
possess the qualifications of representatives as to res-
idence and citizenship.

6. Same, and classed. The number of senators
shall not be less than one-third, nor more than one-
half the representative body; and at the first session
of the general assembly, after this constitution takes
effect, the senators shall be divided by lot, as equally
as may be, into two classes; the seats of the senators
of the first class shall be vacated at the expiration of
the second year, so that one half shall be chosen every
two years.

7. Same. When the number of senators is in-
creased, they shall be annexed by lot to one of the
two classes, so as to keep them as nearly equal in
number as practicable.

8. Elections determined. Each house shall choose
its own officers and judge of the qualification,
election, and return of its own members. A contested
election shall be determined in such manner as shall
be directed by law.

9. Quorum. A majority of each house shall consti-
tute a quorum to do business; but a smaller number
may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the at-
tendance of absent members in such manner and
under such penalties as each house may provide.

10. Authority of the houses. Each house shall sit
upon its own adjournments, keep a journal of its pro-
ceedings, and publish the same; determine its rules of

proceedings, punish members for disorderly behavior,
and with the consent of two-thirds, expel a member,
but not a second time for the same offence; and shall
have all other powers necessary for a branch of the
general assembly of a free and independent state.

11. Protest. Every member of the general assem-
bly shall have the liberty to dissent from, or protest
against, any act or resolution which he may think in-
jurious to the public or an individual, and have the
reasons for his dissent entered on the journals; and
the yeas and nays of the members of either house, on
any question, shall, at the desire of any two members
present, be entered on the journals.

12. Privilege. Senators and representatives, in all
cases, except treason, felony, or breach of the peace,
shall be privileged from arrest during the session of
the general assembly, and in going to and returning
from the same.

13. Vacancies. When vacancies occur in either
house, the governor, or the person exercising the
functions of governor, shall issue writs of election to
fill such vacancies.

14. Doors open. The doors of each house shall be
open, except on such occasion as, in the opinion of the
house, may require secrecy.

15. Adjournments. Neither house shall, without
the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three
days, nor to any other place than that in which they
may be sitting.

16. Bills. Bills may originate in either house, ex-
cept bills for revenue, which shall always originate in
the house of representatives, and may be amended,
altered, or rejected by the other; and every bill hav-
ing passed both houses, shall be signed by the speaker
and president of their respective houses.

17. To be approved, &c. Every bill which shall
have passed the general assembly shall, before it
becomes a law, be presented to the governor. If he
approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it
with his objections, to the house in which it originat-
ed, which shall enter the same upon the journal and
proceed to reconsider it; if, after such reconsidera-
tion, it again pass both houses, by yeas and nays, by a
majority of two-thirds of the members of each house
present, it shall become a law notwithstanding the
governor’s objections. If any bill shall not be returned
within three days after it shall have been presented
to him, Sunday excepted, the same shall be a law in
like manner as if he had signed it, unless the general
assembly, by adjournment, prevent such return.

18. Receipts, &c. An accurate statement of the re-
ceipts and expenditures of the public money shall be
attached to and published with the laws, at every reg-
ular session of the general assembly.

19. Impeachment. The house of representatives
shall have the sole power of impeachment, and all im-
peachments shall be tried by the senate. When sitting
for that purpose, the senators shall be upon oath or
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affirmation; and no person shall be convicted without
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members
present.

20. Who liable to, and judgment. The governor,
secretary of state, auditor, treasurer, and judges of
the supreme and district courts, shall be liable to im-
peachment for any misdemeanor in office; but judg-
ment in such cases shall extend only to removal from
office, and disqualification to hold any office of hon-
or, trust, or profit, under this state; but the party
convicted or acquitted shall nevertheless be liable to
indictment, trial and punishment, according to law.
All other civil officers shall be tried for misdemean-
ors in office in such manner as the general assembly
may provide.

21. Members not appointed to office. No senator
or representative shall, during the time for which he
shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil of-
fice of profit under this state, which shall have been
created, or the emoluments of which shall have been
increased, during such term, except such offices as
may be filled by elections by the people.

22. Disqualification. No person holding any lucra-
tive office under the United States, or this state, or
any other power, shall be eligible to the general as-
sembly: Provided, That offices in the militia, to which
there is attached no annual salary, or the office of
justice of the peace, or postmasters whose compensa-
tion does not exceed one hundred dollars per annum,
shall not be deemed lucrative.

23. Same. No person who may hereafter be a col-
lector or holder of public moneys, shall have a seat in
either house of the general assembly, or be eligible to
any office of trust or profit under this state, until he
shall have accounted for and paid into the treasury
all sums for which he may be liable.

24. Money drawn. No money shall be drawn from
the treasury but in consequence of appropriations
made by law.

25. Compensation of members. Each member of
the general assembly shall receive a compensation to
be fixed by law, for his services, to be paid out of the
treasury of the state. Such compensation shall not ex-
ceed two dollars per day for the period of fifty days
from the commencement of the session, and shall not
exceed the sum of one dollar per day for the remain-
der of the session: when convened in extra session by
the governor, they shall receive such sums as shall be
fixed for the first fifty days of the ordinary session.
They shall also receive two dollars for every twenty
miles they travel, in going to and returning from
their place of meeting, on the most usual route: Pro-
vided, however, That the members of the first gen-
eral assembly under this constitution shall receive
two dollars per day for their services during the en-
tire session.

26. Laws. Every law shall embrace but one object,
which shall be expressed in the title.

27. Published. No law of the general assembly, of
a public nature, shall take effect until the same shall

be published and circulated in the several counties of
this state, by authority. If the general assembly shall
deem any law of immediate importance, they may
provide that the same shall take effect by publication
in newspapers in the state.

28. Divorce. No divorce shall be granted by the
general assembly.

29. Lotteries. No lottery shall be authorized by
this state; nor shall the sale of lottery tickets be al-
lowed.

30. Oath of members. Members of the general as-
sembly shall, before they enter upon the duties of
their respective offices, take and subscribe the fol-
lowing oath or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear, or
affirm, (as the case may be,) that I will support the
constitution of the United States, and the constitu-
tion of the state of Iowa, and that I will faithfully
discharge the duties of senator, (or representative, as
the case may be,) according to the best of my ability.”
And members of the general assembly are hereby
empowered to administer to each other the said oath
or affirmation.

31. Census—apportionment. Within one year af-
ter the ratification of this constitution, and within ev-
ery subsequent term of two years, for the term of
eight years, an enumeration of all the white inhabi-
tants of this state shall be made, in such manner as
shall be directed by law. The number of senators and
representatives shall, at the first regular session of
the general assembly, after such enumeration, be
fixed by law, and apportioned among the several
counties according to the number of white inhabi-
tants in each; and [the general assembly] shall also, at
every subsequent regular session, apportion the house
of representatives; and every other regular session
the senate, for eight years; and the house of repre-
sentatives shall never be less than twenty-six, nor
greater than thirty-nine, until the number of white
inhabitants shall be one hundred and seventy-five
thousand; and after that event, at such ratio that the
whole number of representatives shall never be less
than thirty-nine nor exceeding seventy-two.

32. Districts. When a congressional, senatorial, or
representative district shall be composed of two or
more counties, it shall not be entirely separated by
any county belonging to another district; and no
county shall be divided in forming a congressional,
senatorial, or representative district.

33. Elections by general ass. In all elections by
the general assembly, the members thereof shall vote
viva voce, and the votes shall be entered on the jour-
nal.

34. Salaries. For the first ten years after the or-
ganization ‘of the government, the annual salary of
the governor shall not exceed one thousand dollars;
secretary of state five hundred dollars; treasurer four
hundred dollars; auditor six hundred dollars; judges
of the supreme and district courts, each one thousand
dollars.
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ARTICLE 4

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

1. Governor. The supreme executive power of this
state shall be vested in a chief magistrate, who shall
be styled the Governor of the State of lowa.

2. Election and term. The governor shall be
elected by the qualified electors at the time and place
of voting for members of the general assembly, and
shall hold his office four years from the time of his in-
stallation, and until his successor shall be qualified.

3. Eligibility. No person shall be eligible to the of-
fice of governor, who has not been a citizen of the
United States, and a resident of the state two years
next preceding the election, and attained the age of
thirty years, at the time of said election.

4. Returns of election. The returns of every
election for governor shall be sealed up and transmit-
ted to the seat of government, directed to the speaker
of the house of representatives, who shall, during the
first week of the session, open and publish them in
presence of both houses of the general assembly. The
person having the highest number of votes shall be
governor; but in case any two or more have an equal
and the highest number of votes, the general assem-
bly shall, by joint vote, choose one of said persons so
having an equal and the highest number of votes, for
governor.

5. Commander. The governor shall be com-
mander-in-chief of the militia, the army and navy of
this state.

6. Duties. He shall transact all executive business
with the officers of governor, civil and military, and
may require information in writing from the officers
of the executive department, upon any subject relat-
ing to the duties of their respective offices.

7. Same. He shall see that the laws are faithfully
executed.

8. Vacancies. When any office shall, from any
cause, become vacant, and no mode is provided by the
constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, the
governor shall have power to fill such vacancy, by
granting a commission, which shall expire at the end
of the next session of the general assembly, or at the
next election by the people.

9. Convening assembly. He may, on extraordi-
nary occasions, convene the general assembly, by
proclamation, and shall state to both houses, when as-
sembled, the purpose for which they shall have been
convened.

10. Message. He shall communicate by message to
the general assembly at every session, the condition
of the state, and recommend such matters as he shall
deem expedient.

11. Adjournment. In case of disagreement be-
tween the two houses, with respect to the time of ad-
journment, the governor shall have power to adjourn
the general assembly to such time as he may think
proper, provided it be not beyond the time fixed for
the meeting of the next general assembly.

12. Disqualification. No person shall, while hold-
ing any other office under the United States, or this
state, execute the office of government, except as
hereinafter expressly provided.

13. Pardons, &c. The governor shall have power
to grant reprieves and pardons, and commute punish-
ments after conviction, except in cases of impeach-
ment.

14. Compensation. The governor shall, at stated
times, receive for his services, a compensation which
shall neither be increased nor diminished during the
time for which he shall have been elected.

15. Seal of state. There shall be a seal of this
state, which shall be kept by the governor, and used
by him officially, and shall be called the Great Seal of
the State of lowa.

16. Commissions, &c. All grants and commissions
shall be in the name and by the authority of the peo-
ple of the State of Iowa sealed with the great seal of
this state, signed by the governor and countersigned
by the secretary of state.

17. Secretary, auditor and treasurer. A secretary
of state, auditor of public accounts, and treasurer,
shall be elected by the qualified electors, who shall
continue in office two years. The secretary of state
shall keep a fair register of all the official acts of the
governor, and shall, when required, lay the same, to-
gether with all papers, minutes, and vouchers relative
thereto, before either branch of the general assembly,
and shall perform such other duties as shall be as-
signed him by law.

18. Secretary acts as governor. In case of the im-
peachment of the governor, his removal from office,
death, resignation, or absence from the state, the
powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon the
secretary of state, until such disability shall cease, or
the vacancy be filed.

19. Further vacancies provided for. If, during the
vacancy of the office of governor, the secretary of
state shall be impeached, displaced, resign, die, or be
absent from the state, the powers and duties of the
office of governor shall devolve upon the president of
the senate; and should a vacancy occur by impeach-
ment, death, resignation, or absence from the state of
the president of the senate, the speaker of the house
of representatives shall act as governor till the va-
cancy be filled.
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ARTICLE 5.

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT.

1. Courts. The judicial power shall be vested in a
Supreme Court, District Courts, and such inferior
courts as the general assembly may from time to time
establish.

2. Supreme court. The Supreme Court shall con-
sist of a chief justice and two associates, two of whom
shall be a quorum to hold court.

3. Judges elected—jurisdiction. The judges of the
supreme court shall be elected by joint vote of both
branches of the general assembly, and shall hold their
courts at such time and place as the general assembly
may direct, and hold their offices for six years, and
until their successors are elected and qualified, and
shall be ineligible to any other office during the term
for which they may be elected. The supreme court
shall have appellate jurisdiction only in all cases in
chancery, and shall constitute a court for the correc-
tion of errors at law, under such restrictions as the
general assembly may by law prescribe. The supreme
court may have power to issue all writs and process
necessary to do justice to parties, and exercise a su-
pervisory control over all inferior judicial tribunals,
and the judges of the supreme court shall be conser-
vators of the peace throughout the state.

4. District judge elected—jurisdiction of district
court. The District Court shall consist of a judge, who

shall be elected by the qualified voters of the district
in which he resides at the township election, and hold
his office for the term of five years, and until his suc-
cessor is elected and qualified, and shall be ineligible
to any other office during the term for which he may
be elected. The district court shall be a court of law
and equity, and have jurisdiction in all civil and crimi-
nal matters arising in their respective districts, in
such manner as shall be prescribed by law. The
judges of the district courts shall be conservators of
the peace in their respective districts. The first ses-
sion of the general assembly shall divide the state
into four districts, which may be increased as the exi-
gencies require.

5. Prosecuting attorney—clerk of district court.
The qualified voters of each county, shall at the gen-
eral election elect one prosecuting attorney and one
clerk of the district court, who shall be residents
therein, and who shall hold their several offices for
the term of two years and until their successors are
elected and qualified.

6. Style of process. The style of all process shall
be, “The State of Towa,” and all prosecutions shall be
conducted in the name and by the authority of the
same.

ARTICLE 6.

MivLiTIA.

1. Who constitute. The militia of this state shall
be composed of all able bodied white male citizens be-
tween the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, ex-
cept such as are or may hereafter be exempt by the
laws of the United States, or of this state, and shall
be armed, equipped, and trained, as the general as-
sembly may provide by law.

2. Qualification. No person or persons conscien-
tiously scrupulous of bearing arms shall be compelled

to do militia duty in time of peace: Provided, That
such person or persons shall pay an equivalent for
such exemption in the same manner as other citizens.

3. Officers. All commissioned officers of the mili-
tia, (staff officers excepted,) shall be elected by the
persons liable to perform military duty, and shall be
commissioned by the governor.

ARTICLE 7.

StaTE DEBTS.

1. Limitation of state indebtedness. The general
assembly shall not in any manner create any debt or
debts, liability or liabilities, which shall singly or in
the aggregate, with any previous debts or liabilities,
exceed the sum of one hundred thousand dollars, ex-
cept in case of war, to repel invasion, or suppress in-
surrection, unless the same shall be authorized by
some law for some single object or work to be dis-
tinctly specified therein; which law shall provide
ways and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment
of the interest of such debt or liability as it falls due,
and also to pay and discharge the principal of such
debt or liability within twenty years of the time of

the contracting thereof, and shall be irrepealable un-
til the principal and the interest thereon shall be paid
and discharged; but no such law shall take effect, un-
til at a general election it shall have been submitted
to the people, and have received a majority of all the
votes cast for and against it at such election; and all
money raised by authority of such law, shall be ap-
plied only to the specific object therein stated, or to
the payment of the debt thereby created; and such
law shall be published in at least one newspaper in
each judicial district, if one is published therein,
throughout the state, for three months preceding the
election at which it is submitted to the people.
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ARTICLE &

INCORPORATIONS

1. Banking prohibited. No corporate body shall
hereafter be created, renewed or extended, with the
privilege of making, issuing, or putting in circulation,
any bill, check, ticket, certificate, promissory note, or
other paper, or the paper of any bank, to circulate as
money. The general assembly of this state shall pro-
hibit, by law, any person or persons, association, com-
pany or corporation, from exercising the privileges of
banking, or creating paper to circulate as money.

2. Corporations. Corporations shall not be created
in this state by special laws, except for political or
municipal purposes; but the general assembly shall
provide by general laws, for the organization of all
other corporations, except corporations with banking
privileges, the creation of which is prohibited. The
stockholders shall be subject to such liabilities and re-
strictions as shall be provided by law. The state shall
not directly or indirectly become a stockholder in any
corporation.

ARTICLE 9

EDUcCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS

1. Superintendent of public instruction. The gen-
eral assembly shall provide for the election by the
people, of a Superintendent of Public Instruction,
who shall hold his office for three years, and whose
duties shall be prescribed by law, and who shall re-
ceive such compensation as the general assembly may
direct.

2. School fund. The general assembly shall en-
courage, by all suitable means, the promotion of intel-
lectual, scientific, moral and agricultural improve-
ment. The proceeds of all lands that have been or
hereafter may be granted by the United States to
this state, for the support of schools, which shall here-
after be sold or disposed of, and the five hundred
thousand acres of land granted to the new states,
under an act of congress distributing the proceeds of
the public lands among the several states of the
Union, approved A. D. 1841 and all estates of de-
ceased persons, who may have died without leaving a
will or heir; and also such per cent. as may be granted
by congress on the sale of lands in this State, shall be
and remain a perpetual fund, the interest of which,
together with all the rents of the unsold lands, and
such other means as the general assembly may pro-
vide, shall be inviolably appropriated to the support
of common schools throughout the state.

3. System of common schools. The general assem-
bly shall provide for a system of common schools, by
which a school shall be kept up and supported in each
school district, at least three months in every year;
and any school district neglecting to keep up and sup-

port such a school may be deprived of its proportion
of the interest of the public fund during such neglect.

4. Fines, &c. appropriated. The money which shall
be paid by persons as an equivalent for exemption
from military duty, and the clear proceeds of all fines
collected in the several counties for any breach of the
penal laws, shall be exclusively applied, in the several
counties in which such money is paid or fine collected,
among the several school districts of said counties, in
the proportion to the number of inhabitants in such
districts, to the support of common schools, or the es-
tablishment of libraries, as the general assembly
shall, from time to time, provide by law.

5. University fund. The general assembly shall
take measures for the protection, improvement, or
other disposition of such lands as have been or may
hereafter be reserved or granted by the United
States, or any person or persons, to this state, for the
use of a university; and the funds accruing from the
rents or sale of such lands, or from any other source,
for the purpose aforesaid, shall be and remain a per-
manent fund, the interest of which shall be applied to
the support of said university, with such branches as
the public convenience may hereafter demand, for
the promotion of literature, the arts, and sciences, as
may be authorized by the terms of such grant. And it
shall be the duty of the general assembly, as soon as
may be, to provide effectual means for the improve-
ment and permanent security of the funds of said
university.

ARTICLE 10

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

1. Amendments. If at any time the general as-
sembly shall think it necessary to revise or amend
this constitution, they shall provide by law for a vote
of the people for or against a convention, at the next
ensuing election for members of the general assem-

« bly. In case a majority of the people vote in favor of a
convention, said general assembly shall provide for
an election of delegates to a convention, to be held
within six months after the vote of the people in fa-
vor thereof.
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ARTICLE 11

MISCELLANEOUS

1. Jurisdiction of justices of the peace. The juris-
diction of justices of the peace shall extend to all civil
cases, (except cases in chancery, and cases where the
question of title to any real estate may arise,) where
the amount in controversy does not exceed one hun-
dred dollars, and by the consent of parties may be ex-
tended to any amount not exceeding five hundred
dollars.

2. Counties. No new county shall be laid off here-
after, nor old county reduced to less contents than
four hundred and thirty-two square miles.

3. Settlers on the public lands. The general as-
sembly shall not locate any of the public lands which
have been or may be granted by congress to this
state, and the location of which may be given to gen-
eral assembly, upon lands actually settled, without
the consent of the occupant. The extent of the claim
of such occupant, so exempted, shall not exceed three
hundred and twenty acres.

ARTICLE 12

SCHEDULE

1. Legal process not affected. That no inconve-
nience may arise from the change of a territorial gov-
ernment to a permanent state government, it is de-
clared that all writs, actions, prosecutions, contracts,
claims and rights shall continue as if no change had
taken place in this government; and all process which
may, before the organization of the judicial depart-
ment under this constitution, be issued under the au-
thority of the territory of Iowa, shall be as valid as if
issued in the name of the state.

2. Laws remain in force. All the laws now in force
in this territory, which are not repugnant to this con-
stitution, shall remain in force until they expire by
their own limitations, or be altered or repealed by the
general assembly of this state.

3. Fines go to state. All fines, penalties and for-
feitures accruing to the territory of Iowa, shall ac-
crue to the use of the state.

4. Prosecutions, recognizances, bonds, &c. re-
main. All recognizances heretofore taken, or which
may hereafter be taken, before the organization of
the judicial department under this constitution, shall
remain valid, and shall pass to and may be prosecuted
in the name of the state. And all bonds executed to
the governor of this territory, or to any other officer
in his official capacity, shall pass over to the governor
of the state, or other proper state authority, and to
their successors in office, for the uses therein respec-
tively expressed, and may be sued for and recovered
accordingly. All criminal prosecutions and penal ac-
tions which may have arisen, or may arise, before the
organization of the judicial department under this
constitution, and which shall then be pending, may be
prosecuted to judgment and execution in the name of
the state.

5. Officers continue. All officers, civil and mili-
tary, now holding their offices and appointments in
this territory, under the authority of the United
States, or under the authority of this territory, shall
continue to hold and execute their respective offices
and appointments until superceded under this consti-
tution.

6. First general election. The first general
election under this constitution shall be held at such
time as the governor of the territory, by proclama-
tion, may appoint, within three months after its
adoption, for the election of a governor, two repre-
sentatives in the congress of the United States, (un-
less congress shall provide for the election of one rep-
resentative,) members of the general assembly and
one auditor, treasurer, and secretary of state. Said
election shall be conducted in accordance with the ex-
isting laws of this territory; and said governor, repre-
sentatives in the congress of the United States, audi-
tor, treasurer, and secretary of state, duly elected at
said election, shall continue to discharge the duties of
their respective offices for the time prescribed by this
constitution, and until their successors are elected
and qualified. The returns of said election shall be
made in conformity to the existing laws of this terri-
tory.

7. Apportionment of members of general assem-
bly. Until the first enumeration of the inhabitants of
this state, as directed by this constitution, the follow-
ing shall be the apportionment of the general assem-
bly:

The county of Lee shall be entitled to two senators
and five representatives;

The county of Van Buren, two senators and four
representatives;

The counties of Davis and Appanoose, one senator
and one representative, jointly;

The counties of Wapello and Monroe, one senator
jointly, and one representative each;

The counties of Marion, Polk, Dallas, and Jasper,
one senator and two representatives jointly;

The county of Des Moines, two senators and four
representatives;

The county of Henry, one senator and three repre-
sentatives;

The county of Jefferson, one senator and three rep-
resentatives;

The counties of Louisa and Washington, one sena-
tor jointly, and one representative each;

The counties of Keokuk and Mahaska, one senator
jointly, and one representative each;
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The counties of Muscatine, Johnson, and Iowa, one
senator and one representative jointly, and Musca-
tine one representative, and Johnson and Iowa one
representative jointly;

The counties of Scott and Clinton, one senator
jointly, and one representative each;

The counties of Cedar, Linn, and Benton, one sena-
tor jointly; the county of Cedar one representative,
and the counties of Linn and Benton one representa-
tive jointly;

The counties of Jackson and Jones, one senator and
two representatives;

The counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton, Fay-
ette, Buchanan, and Black Hawk, two senators and
two representatives jointly;

And any county attached to any county for judicial
purposes shall, unless otherwise provided for, be con-
sidered as forming part of such county, for election
purposes.

8. First session. The first meeting of the general
assembly under this constitution shall be at such time
as the governor of the territory may by proclamation
appoint, within four months after its ratification by

the people, at Iowa City, in Johnson county, which
place shall be the seat of government of the State of
Towa until removed by law.

Done in Convention at Iowa City, this eighteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and forty-six, and of the Independance of
the United States of America the seventieth.

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto sub-
scribed our names:

Enos Lowe, President.

Thomas Dibble, Erastus Hoskin, David Galland,
Sulifand S. Ross, Shepherd Leffler, Curtis Bates,
Wm. G. Coop, John Ronalds, Samuel A. Bissell, So-
crates H. Tryon, Wareham G. Clark, William Hubbel,
John J. Selman, George Berry, John Conrey, Josiah
Kent, Joseph H. Hedrick, Sylvester G. Matson, S. B.
Shelledy, James Grant, George Hobson, H. P. Haun,
Stewart Goodrell, Sanford Harned, David Olmstead,
G. W. Bowie, Alvin Saunders, William Steele, T.
McCraney, F. K. O'Ferrall, J. Scott Richman.

Attest, Wm. Thompson, Secretary.
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CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA

1857

[With the exception of the summary which appears at the beginning of the Con-
stitution and the catchwords which precede each scction, the Constitution
as it appears here is a literal print of the original Constitution on
file in the office of the secretary of state.]

[Repealed or superseded parts of the Constitution have been printed in italics]

Boundaries.

ARTICLE 1.—BILL OF RIGHTS

Sec. 1.

Il A

Rights of persons.

Political power.

Religion.

Religious test—witnesses.

Dueling.

Laws uniform.

Liberty of speech and press.

Personal security—searches and sei-
zures.

Right of trial by jury—due process of
law,

Rights of persons accused.

When indictment necessary. See Amend-
ment [9].

Twice tried—bail.

Habeas corpus.

Military.

Quartering soldiers.

Treason.

Bail—punishments.

Eminent domain. See Amendment [13].

Imprisonment for debt.

Right of assemblage—petition.

Attainder—ex post facto law—obliga-
tion of contract.

Resident aliens.

Slavery—penal servitude.

Agricultural leases.

Rights reserved.

ARTICLE 11.—RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE

Sec. 1.

NSOk N

Electors. [Repealed] Amendment [30].
Privileged from arrest.

From military duty.

Persons in military service.
Disqualified persons.

Ballot.
General election. [Repealed] Amend-
ments [7], [11] and [14].

ARTICLE 111.—OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS

Sec. 1.

Departments of government.
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SEC

32.

34.

35.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT

General assembly.

Sessions. [ Repealed] Amendment [24].

Representatives.

Qualifications.

Senators—qualifications.

Number and classification. [Repealed]
Amendment [26].

Officers—elections determined.

Quorum.

Authority of the houses.

Protest—record of vote.

Privileged from arrest.

Vacancies.

Doors open.

Adjournments.

Bills.

Executive approval—veto. See Amend-
ment [27].

Passage of bills.

Receipts and expenditures.

Impeachment.

Officers subject to impeachment—judg-
ment.

Members not appointed to office.

Disqualification.

Failure to account.

Appropriations.

Compensation of members. [Repealed]
Amendment [28].

Time laws to take effect. See Amend-
ment [23].

Divoree.

Lotteries. [Repealed] Amendment [34].

Acts—one subject—expressed in title.

Local or special laws—general and uni-
form—boundaries of counties.

Extra compensation—payment of
claims—appropriations for local or
private purposes.

Oath of members.

Census. [Repealed] Amendment [17].

Senators—number—method of appor-
tionment. [Repealed] Amendment
[16] also [26].

Senators—representatives—mumber—
apportionment— districts. [Repealed]
Amendment [26].
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36. Ratio of representation. [Repealed]
Amendment [26].

37. Districts. [Repealed] Amendment [26].

38. Elections by general assembly.

38A. Municipal home rule. Amendment [25].

39. Legislative districts. Amendment [29].

39A. Counties Home Rule. Amendment [37].

ARTICLE IV —EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Sec 1. Governor.
2. Election and term. [Repealed] Amend-
ment [32].
3. Lieutenant governor—returns of
elections. [Repealed] Amendment
[32].
4. Election by general assembly.
5. Contested elections.
6. Eligibility.
7. Commander in chief.
8. Duties of governor.
9. Execution of laws.
10. Vacancies.
11. Convening general assembly.
12. Message.
13. Adjournment.
14. Disqualification.
15. Terms—compensation of lieutenant gov-
ernor. [Repealed] Amendment [32].
16. Pardons—reprieves—commutations.
17. Lieutenant governor to act as governor.
18. President of senate.
19. Vacancies. [Repealed] Amendment [20].
20. Seal of state.
21. Grants and commissions.
22. Secretary—auditor—treasurer. [Rep-

ealed] Amendment [32].
ARTICLE V —JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
Sec 1. Courts.

2. Supreme court.

3. Election of judges—term. [Repealed]
Amendment [21].

Jurisdiction of supreme court.

District court and judge. [Repealed]
Amendment [21].

Jurisdiction of district court.

Conservators of the peace.

Style of process.

Salaries. [Repealed] Amendment [21].

Judicial districts. See Amendment [8].

Judges—when chosen. [Repealed]
Amendment [21].

12. Attorney general. [Repealed] Amend-

ment [32].

13. District attorney. [Repealed] Amend-
ment [10] also [31].

14. System of court practice.

15. Vacancies in courts. See Amendment
[21].

16. State and district nominating commis-
sions. See Amendment [21].

17. Terms—judicial elections. See Amend-
ment [21].

18. Salaries—qualifications—retirement.
See Amendment [21].

o
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—

19.
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Retirement and discipline of judges. See
Amendment [33].

ARTICLE VI —MILITIA

Sec 1.
2.
3.

Composition—training.
Exemption.
Officers.

ARTICLE VII —STATE DEBTS

SEC

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

© = o

Credit not to be loaned.

Limitation.

Losses to school funds.

War debts.

Contracting debt—submission to the
people.

Legislature may repeal.

Tax imposed distinetly stated.

Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes.

ARTICLE VIII —CORPORATIONS

Sec 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
1.
8.
9,

10.
11.
12,

ARTICLE IX —

SEc 1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
8.
9,

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Sec 1.
2.
3.
4.

How created.

Taxation of corporations.

State not to be a stockholder.

Municipal corporations.

Banking associations.

State bank.

Specie basis.

General banking law.

Stockholders’ responsibility.

Bill-holders preferred.

Specie payments—suspension.

Amendment or repeal of laws—exclu-
sive privileges.

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS
1st. Education. [Abolished]

Board of education.
Eligibility.

Election of members.
First session.
Limitation of sessions.
Secretary.

Rules and regulations.
Power to legislate.
Governor ex officio a member.
Expenses.

State university.
Common schools.
Compensation.
Quorum—style of acts.
Board may be abolished.

2nd. School Funds and School Lands.

Control—management.
Permanent fund.
Perpetual support fund.
Fines—how appropriated. [Repealed]
Amendment [35].
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5. Proceeds of lands.
6. Agents of school funds.
7. Distribution.

ARTICLE X —AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
Sec 1. How proposed—submission.
2. More than one amendment.

3. Convention. [Repealed] Amendment
[22].

ARTICLE XI —MISCELLANEOUS

SEc 1. Justice of peace—jurisdiction.

2. Counties.
3. Indebtedness of political or municipal
corporations.

4. Boundaries of state.

5. Oath of office.

6. How vacancies filled.

7. Land grants located.

8. Seat of government established—state
university.

ARTICLE XII —SCHEDULE

Sec 1. Supreme law—constitutionality of Acts.
2. Laws in force.
3. Proceedings not affected.
4. Fines inure to the state. [Repealed]
Amendment [35].
5. Bonds in force.
6. First election for governor and lieuten-
ant governor.
7. TFirst election of officers.
8. For judges of supreme court.
9. General assembly—first session.
10. Senators.
11. Offices not vacated.
12. Judicial districts.
13. Submission of constitution.
14. Proposition to strike out the word
“white”.
15. Mills county.
16. General election. See Amendment [11]
also [14].

AMENDMENTS
AMENDMENTS OF 1868

1. Qualifications of electors. [1].

2. Census. [2].

3. Senators—apportionment. [3].

4. Senators—representatives—apportionment.
[4].

5. Militia—composition. [5].

AMENDMENT OF 1880
Representatives—qualifications. [6].

AMENDMENTS OF 1884

1. General election. [Repealed] Amendments
[7]; also [14] of 1916.
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2. Judicial districts. [8].

3. Grand jury. [9].

4. County attorney. [Repealed] Amendments
[10]; also [31] of 1970.

AMENDMENTS OF 1904

1. Biennial elections. [Superseded] See Amend-
ments [11]; also [14] of 1916.
2. Senators—number—appointment.
Representatives—number—districts.
Ratio and apportionment [Superseded] See
Amendments [12]; also [29] of 1970.

AMENDMENT OF 1908
Drainage. [13].
AMENDMENT OF 1916

General election. [14].

AMENDMENT OF 1926

Legislative department. [15].

AMENDMENT OF 1928

Legislative department. [Repealed] Amend-
ments [16]; also [26] of 1968.

AMENDMENT OF 1936
Census repeal. [17].
AMENDMENT OF 1942

Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes. [18].

AMENDMENTS OF 1952

1. Succession of governor-elect. [19].
2. Vacancy, governor and lieutenant governor.
[20].

AMENDMENT OF 1962

Judicial department. [21].
AMENDMENT OF 1964

Constitutional convention. [22].
AMENDMENT OF 1966

Effective date of Acts. [23].
AMENDMENTS OF 1968

1. Annual sessions of General Assembly. [Rep-

ealed] Amendments [24]; also [36] of
1974.

2. Municipal home rule. [25].

3. General Assembly membership. [26].
Congressional districts. [26].

4. Ttem veto. [27].

5. Compensation of General Assembly. [28].
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AMENDMENTS oF 1970

1. Legislative districts. [29].
2. Electors. [30].
8. County attorney [Repealed]. [31].

AMENDMENTS OF 1972

1. Terms of governor and lieutenant governor.
[32].
Terms of secretary, auditor and treasurer.
(32].
Term of attorney general. [32].

Preamble. WE THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF lowa,
grateful to the Supreme Being for the blessings hith-
erto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on Him for
a continuation of those blessings, do ordain and estab-
lish a free and independent government, by the name
of the State of Iowa, the boundaries whereof shall be
as follows:

Boundaries. Beginning in the middle of the main
channel of the Mississippi River, at a point due East
of the middle of the mouth of the main channel of the
Des Moines River, thence up the middle of the main
channel of the said Des Moines River, to a point on
said river where the Northern boundary line of the
State of Missouri—as established by the constitution
of that State— adopted June 12th. 1820—crosses the
said middle of the main channel of the said Des
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2. Retirement and discipline of judges. [33].
3. Lottery prohibition [Repealed]. [34].

AMENDMENTS oF 1974

1. Apportionment of fines. [35].
2. Annual sessions of General Assembly—spe-
cial sessions. [36].

AMENDMENT OF 1978.

Counties Home Rule [37].

Moines River; thence Westwardly along the said
Northern boundary line of the State of Missouri, as
established at the time aforesaid, until an extension
of said line intersects the middle of the main channel
of the Missouri River; thence up the middle of the
main channel of the said Missouri River to a point op-
posite the middle of the main channel of the Big
Sioux River, according to Nicollett’s Map; thence up
the main channel of the said Big Sioux River, accord-
ing to the said map, until it is intersected by the par-
allel of forty three degrees and thirty minutes North
latitude; thence East along said parallel of forty
three degrees and thirty minutes until said parallel
intersects the middle of the main channel of the Mis-
sissippi River; thence down the middle of the main
channel of said Mississippi River to the place of be-

ginning.

ArTICLE I
BiLL oF RigHTS

Rights of persons. Secrion 1  All men are, by
nature, free and equal, and have certain inalienable
rights—among which are those of enjoying and de-
fending life and liberty, acquiring, possessing and
protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining
safety and happiness.

Political power. Sec 2 Al political power is in-
herent in the people. Government is instituted for the
protection, security, and benefit of the people, and
they have the right, at all times, to alter or reform
the same, whenever the public good may require it.

Religion. Sec 3 The General Assembly shall
make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; nor shall any
person be compelled to attend any place of worship,
pay tithes, taxes, or other rates for building or repair-
ing places of worship, or the maintenance of any min-
ister, or ministry.

Religious test—witnesses. Sec 4 No religious
test shall be required as a qualification for any office,
or public trust, and no person shall be deprived of any
of his rights, privileges, or capacities, or disqualified
from the performance of any of his public or private
duties, or rendered incompetent to give evidence in
any court of law or equity, in consequence of his opin-
ions on the subject of religion; and any party to any
judicial proceeding shall have the right to use as a

witness, or take the testimony of, any other person

not disqualified on account of interest, who may be

cognizant of any fact material to the case; and par-

ties to suits may be witnesses, as provided by law.
Referred to in §735 3 of the Code

Dueling. Sec 5 Any citizen of this State who
may hereafter be engaged, either directly, or indi-
rectly, in a duel, either as principal, or accessory be-
fore the fact, shall forever be disqualified from hold-
ing any office under the Constitution and laws of this
State.

Laws uniform. Sec 6 All laws of a general na-
ture shall have a uniform operation; the General As-
sembly shall not grant to any citizen, or class of citi-
zens, privileges or immunities, which, upon the same
terms shall not equally belong to all citizens.

Liberty of speech and press. Sec 7 Every per-
son may speak, write, and publish his sentiments on
all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that
right. No law shall be passed to restrain or abridge
the liberty of speech, or of the press. In all prosecu-
tions or indictments for libel, the truth may be given
in evidence to the jury, and if it appears to the jury
that the matter charged as libellous was true, and
was published with good motives and for justifiable
ends, the party shall be acquitted.
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Personal security—searches and seizures. Sec 8
The right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers and effects, against unreasonable sei-
zures and searches shall not be violated; and no war-
rant shall issue but on probable cause, supported by
oath or affirmation, particularly describing the place
to be searched, and the persons and things to be
seized.

Right of trial by jury—due process of law. Sgkc 9
The right of trial by jury shall remain inviolate; but
the General Assembly may authorize trial by a jury
of a less number than twelve men in inferior courts;
but no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or
property, without due process of law.

Sec also RCr P 16, 20(2)

Rights of persons accused. Sec 10 In all crimi-
nal prosecutions, and in cases involving the life, or
liberty of an individual the accused shall have a right
to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury; to
be informed of the accusation against him, to have a
copy of the same when demanded; to be confronted
with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for his witnesses; and, to have the assistance
of counsel.

See Code §605 16

When indictment necessary. Sec 11  All of-
fences less than felony and in which the punishment
does not exceed a fine of One hundred dollars, or im-
prisonment for thirty days, shall be tried summarily
before a Justice of the Peace, or other officer autho-
rized by law, on information under oath, without in-
dictment, or the intervention of a grand jury, saving
to the defendant the right of appeal; and no person
shall be held to answer for any higher criminal of-
fence, unless on presentment or indictment by a
grand jury,* except in cases arising in the army, or
navy, or in the militia, when in actual service, in time
of war or public danger.

*As to indictment and the number of grand jurors see Amendment
[9,RCrP 3 4

For il jurisdiction of Justice of Peace, see Art XI, §1, but see 64GA,
chapter 1124

Twice tried—bail. Sec 12 No person shall after
acquittal, be tried for the same offence. All persons
shall, before conviction, be bailable, by sufficient sur-
eties, except for capital offences where the proof is
evident, or the presumption great.

Habeas corpus. Sec 13 The writ of habeas cor-
pus shall not be suspended, or refused when applica-
tion is made as required by law, unless in case of re-
bellion, or invasion the public safety may require it.

Military. Sec 14 The military shall be subordi-
nate to the civil power. No standing army shall be
kept up by the State in time of peace; and in time of
war, no appropriation for a standing army shall be
for a longer time than two years.

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF 1I0WA, ART. 1, §25

Quartering soldiers. Sec 15 No soldier shall, in
time of peace, be quartered in any house without the
consent of the owner, nor in time of war except in the
manner prescribed by law.

Treason. Sec 16 Treason against the State shall
consist only in levying war against it, adhering to its
enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. No person
shall be convicted of treason, unless on the evidence
of two witnesses to the same overt act, or confession
in open Court.

Bail—punishments. Sec 17 Excessive bail shall
not be required; excessive fines shall not be imposed,
and cruel and unusual punishment shall not be inflict-
ed.

Eminent domain. Sec 18 Private property shall
not be taken for public use without just compensation
first being made, or secured to be made to the owner
thereof, as soon as the damages shall be assessed by a
jury, who shall not take into consideration any advan-
tages that may result to said owner on account of the

improvement for which it is taken.*
*See Amendment [13]

Imprisonment for debt. Sec 19 No person shall
be imprisoned for debt in any civil action, on mesne or
final process, unless in case of fraud; and no person
shall be imprisoned for a militia fine in time of peace.

Right of assemblage—petition. Sec 20 The
people have the right freely to assemble together to
counsel for the common good; to make known their
opinions to their representatives and to petition for a
redress of grievances.

Attainder—ex post facto law—obligation of con-
tract. Sec 21 No bill of attainder, ex post facto
law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts,
shall ever be passed.

Resident aliens. Sec 22  Foreigners who are, or
may hereafter become residents of this State, shall
enjoy the same rights in respect to the possession, en-
joyment and descent of property, as native born citi-
zZens.

Slavery—penal servitude. Skc 23 There shall be
no slavery in this State; nor shall there be involun-
tary servitude, unless for the punishment of crime.

Agricultural leases. Sec 24 No lease or grant of
agricultural lands, reserving any rent, or service of
any kind, shall be valid for a longer period than
twenty years.

Rights reserved. Skc 25 This enumeration of
rights shall not be construed to impair or deny others,
retained by the people.

An additional section (section 26} was added to article I by the amend-
ment of 1882 The supreme court, however, in the case of Koehler v Hill,
60 Iowa 543, on April 21, 1883, held that, owing to certain irregularities,
the amendment did not become a part of the Constitution [Prohibition of
mtoxicating liquors]
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ArTicLE I

RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE

Electors. Skction 1 [Every (white)* male citizen
of the United States, of the age of twenty one years,
who shall have been a resident of this State six
months next preceding the election, and of the
County in which he claims his vote sixty days, shall be
entitled to vote at all elections which are now or here-
after may be authorised by law.]**

*The above section was amended 1n 1868 by striking the word “white”
from the first line thereof See Amendment [1}

For qualifications of electors, see also Amendments 19 and 26, US
Constitution

A proposal to stnike the word “male” was defeated 1n 1916

**In 1970, this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in leu
thereof See Amendment [30]

Privileged from arrest. Sec 2. Electors shall, in
all cases except treason, felony, or breach of the
peace, be privileged from arrest on the days of
election, during their attendance at such election, go-
ing to and returning therefrom.

From military duty. Sec 3 No elector shall be
obliged to perform military duty on the day of
election, except in time of war, or public danger.

Persons in military service. Sec 4 No person in
the military, naval, or marine service of the United
States shall be considered a resident of this State by
being stationed in any garrison, barrack, or military
or naval place, or station within this State.

Disqualified persons. Sec 5 No idiot, or insane
person, or person convicted of any infamous crime,
shall be entitled to the privilege of an elector.

Ballot. Sec 6 All elections by the people shall be
by ballot.

General election. Sec 7 See Amendments [7],
[11] and [14]

See Code §391

ArricLE 111

OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POwWERS

Departments of government. Section 1 The
powers of the government of Iowa shall be divided
into three separate departments—the Legislative,
the Executive, and the Judicial: and no person

charged with the exercise of powers properly belong-
ing to one of these departments shall exercise any
function appertaining to either of the others, except
in cases hereinafter expressly directed or permitted.

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT.

General assembly. SecTion 1 The Legislative
authority of this State shall be vested in a General
Assembly, which shall consist of a Senate and House
of Representatives: and the style of every law shall
be. “Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the
State of Iowa.”

Sessions. Sec 2 [The sessions of the General As-
sembly shall be biennial, and shall commence on the
second Monday in January next ensuing the election
of its members; unless the Governor of the State
shall, in the meantime, convene the General Assem-
bly by prociamation.]*

*In 1968 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu
thereof See Amendments [24] and [36]
Speaal sessions Art IV §11 and Amendment [36]

Representatives. SEc 3 The members of the
House of Representatives shall be chosen every sec-
ond year, by the qualified electors of their respective
districts, [on the second Tuesday in October,* except
the years of the Presidential election, when the
election shall be on the Tuesday next after the first
Monday in November;]* and their term of office shall
commence on the first day of January next after
their election, and continue two years, and until their

successors are elected and qualified.
*For provisions relative to the time of holding the general election, see
Amendment [14], See also Code §39 1

Qualifications. SEc 4 No person shall be a
member of the House of Representatives who shall

not have attained the age of twenty-one years, be a
[ free white] [ male]* citizen of the United States, and
shall have been an inhabitant of this State one year
next preceding his election, and at the time of his
election shall have had an actual residence of sixty
days in the County, or District he may have been cho-
sen to represent.

*For amendments striking “free white” and “male”, see Amendments
(6] and {15}

Senators—qualifications. Sec 5 Senators shall
be chosen for the term of four years, at the same time
and place as Representatives; they shall be twenty-
five years of age, and possess the qualifications of
Representatives as to residence and citizenship.

Number and classification. Sec 6 [The number
of Senators shall not be less than one third, nor more
than one half the representative body; and shall be so
classified by lot, that one class, being as nearly one
half as possible, shall be elected every two years.
When the number of Senators is increased, they shall
be annexed by lot to one or the other of the two clas-
ses, so as to keep them as nearly equal in numbers as

practicable.]*
*In 1968 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in heu
thereof See Amendment [26]

Officers—elections determined. Sec 7 Each
house shall choose its own officers, and judge of the
qualification, election, and return of its own mem-



li CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF IOWA, ART. II1, §23

bers. A contested election shall be determined in such
manner as shall be directed by law.

Quorum. SeEc 8 A majority of each house shali
constitute a quorum to transact business; but a smal-
ler number may adjourn from day to day, and may
compel the attendance of absent members in such
manner and under such penalties as each house may
provide.

Authority of the houses. Sec 9 Each house shall
sit upon its own adjournments, keep a journal of its
proceedings, and publish the same; determine its
rules of proceedings, punish members for disorderly
behavior, and, with the consent of two thirds, expel a
member, but not a second time for the same offense;
and shall have all other powers necessary for a
branch of the General Assembly of a free and inde-
pendent State.

Protest—record of vote. Sec 10 Every member
of the General Assembly shall have the liberty to dis-
sent from, or protest against any Act or resolution
which he may think injurious to the public, or an indi-
vidual, and have the reasons for his dissent entered
on the journals; and the yeas and nays of the mem-
bers of either house, on any question, shall, at the de-
sire of any two members present, be entered on the
journals.

Privileged from arrest. Sec 11  Senators and
Representatives, in all cases, except treason, felony,
or breach of the peace, shall be privileged from arrest
during the session of the General Assembly, and in
going to and returning from the same.

Vacancies. Sec 12 When vacancies occur in ei-
ther house, the Governor or the person exercising the
functions of Governor, shall issue writs of election to
fill such vacancies.

Doors open. Sec 13 The doors of each house
shall be open, except on such occasions, as, in the
opinion of the house, may require secrecy.

Adjournments. Sec 14 Neither house shall,
without the consent of the other, adjourn for more
than three days, nor to any other place than that in
which they may be sitting.

Referred to 1n §2 1 of the Code

Bills. Sec 15 Bills may originate in either
house, and may be amended, altered, or rejected by
the other; and every bill having passed both houses,
shall be signed by the Speaker and President of their
respective houses.

Executive approval—veto. Sec 16 Every bill
which shall have passed the General Assembly, shall,
before it becomes a law, be presented to the Gover-
nor. If he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall
return it with his objections, to the house in which it
originated, which shall enter the same upon their
journal, and proceed to re-consider it; if, after such
re-consideration, it again pass both houses, by yeas
and nays, by a majority of two thirds of the members
of each house, it shall become a law, notwithstanding
the Governor's objections. If any bill shall not be re-
turned within three days after it shall have been
presented to him, Sunday excepted, the same shall be

a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the
General Assembly, by adjournment, prevent such re-
turn. Any bill submitted to the Governor for his ap-
proval during the last three days of a session of the
General Assembly, shall be deposited by him in the
office of the Secretary of State, within thirty days af-
ter the adjournment, with his approval, if approved
by him, and with his objections, if he disapproves
thereof.*

Statutory provisions, §§3 4, 35 of the Code

*In 1968 an additional paragraph was added to this section See
Amendment [27])

Passage of bills. Sec 17 No bill shall be passed
unless by the assent of a majority of all the members
elected to each branch of the General Assembly, and
the question upon the final passage shall be taken im-
mediately upon its last reading, and the yeas and
nays entered on the journal.

Receipts and expenditures. Sec 18 An accurate
statement of the receipts and expenditures of the
public money shall be attached to and published with
the laws, at every regular session of the General As-

sembly.
Statutory provisions, §14 1(5) of the Code

Impeachment. Sec 19 The House of Represen-
tatives shall have the sole power of impeachment,
and all impeachments shall be tried by the Senate.
When sitting for that purpose, the senators shall be
upon oath or affirmation; and no person shall be con-
victed without the concurrence of two thirds of the
members present.

Officers subject to impeachment—judgment.
Sec 20 The Governor, Judges of the Supreme and
District Courts, and other State officers, shall be lia-
ble to impeachment for any misdemeanor or malfea-
sance in office; but judgment in such cases shall ex-
tend only to removal from office, and disqualification
to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit, under this
State; but the party convicted or acquitted shall nev-
ertheless be liable to indictment, trial, and punish-
ment, according to law. All other civil officers shall
be tried for misdemeanors and malfeasance in office,
in such manner as the General Assembly may pro-
vide.

Members not appointed to office. Skc 21 No
senator or representative shall, during the time for
which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any
civil office of profit under this State, which shall have
been created, or the emoluments of which shall have
been increased during such term, except such offices
as may be filled by elections by the people.

Disqualification. Sec 22 No person holding any
lucrative office under the United States, or this
State, or any other power, shall be eligible to hold a
seat in the General Assembly; but offices in the mili-
tia, to which there is attached no annual salary, or the
office of justice of the peace, or postmaster whose
compensation does not exceed one hundred dollars
per annum, or notary public, shall not be deemed lu-
crative.

Failure to account. Sec 23 No person who may
hereafter be a collector or holder of public monies,
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shall have a seat in either House of the General As-
sembly, or be eligible to hold any office of trust or
profit in this State, until he shall have accounted for
and paid into the treasury all sums for which he may
be liable.

Appropriations. Sec. 24. No money shall be
drawn from the treasury but in consequence of ap-
propriations made by law.

Compensation of members. Sec 25 [Each mem-
ber of the first General Assembly under this Consti-
tution, shall receive three dollars per diem while in
session; and the further sum of three dollars for ev-
ery twenty miles traveled, in going to and returning
from the place where such session is held, by the
nearest traveled route; after which they shall receive
such compensation as shall be fixed by law; but no
General Assembly shall have power to increase the
compensation of its own members. And when con-
vened in extra session they shall receive the same
mileage and per diem compensation, as fixed by law
for the regular session, and none other.]*

Statutory provisions, Code, §§2.11 to 2.15

*In 1968 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu
thereof: See Amendment [28]

Time laws to take effect. Sec. 26. No law of the
General Assembly, passed at a regular session, of a
public nature, shall take effect until the fourth* day
of July next after the passage thereof. Laws passed
at a special session, shall take effect ninety days after
the adjournment of the General Assembly by which
they were passed. If -the General Assembly shall
deem any law of immediate importance, they may
provide that the same shall take effect by publication
in newspapers in the State.

Supplementary provisions, §3.7 et seq. of the Code
*For provision changing effective date, see Amendment [23]

Divorce. Sec 27 No divorce shall be granted by
the General Assembly.

Lotteries. Sec 28 [No lottery shall be autho-
rized by this State; nor shall the sale of lottery tickets

be allowed.]*
*This section repealed by Amendment [34)

Acts—one subject—expressed in title. Sec 29
Every act shall embrace but one subject, and matters
properly connected therewith; which subject shall be
expressed in the title. But if any subject shall be em-
braced in an act which shall not be expressed in the
title, such act shall be void only as to so much thereof
as shall not be expressed in the title.

Local or special laws—general and uniform—
boundaries of counties. Sec 30 The General As-
sembly shall not pass local or special laws in the fol-
lowing cases:

For the assessment and collection of taxes for
State, County, or road purposes;

For laying out, opening, and working roads or
highways;

For changing the names of persons;

For the incorporation of cities and towns;

For vacating roads, town plats, streets, alleys, or
public squares;

lii

For locating or changing county seats.

In all the cases above enumerated, and in all other
cases where a general law can be made applicable, all
laws shall be general, and of uniform operation
throughout the State; and no law changing the
boundary lines of any county shall have effect until
upon being submitted to the people of the counties
affected by the change, at a general election, it shall
be approved by a majority of the votes in each coun-

ty, cast for and against it.
Laws umform, see Article I, §6

Extra compensation—payment of claims— appro-
priations for local or private purposes. Skc 31 No
extra compensation shall be made to any officer, pub-
lic agent, or contractor, after the service shall have
been rendered, or the contract entered into; nor, shall
any money be paid on any claim, the subject matter
of which shall not have been provided for by pre-ex-
isting laws, and no public money or property shall be
appropriated for local, or private purposes, unless
such appropriation, compensation, or claim, be al-
lowed by two-thirds of the members elected to each

branch of the General Assembly.
See §3 14 of the Code

Oath of members. Sec 32 Members of the Gen-
eral Assembly shall, before they enter upon the du-
ties of their respective offices, take and subscribe the
following oath or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear,
or affirm, (as the case may be,) that I will support the
Constitution of the United States, and the Constitu-
tion of the State of Iowa, and that I will faithfully
discharge the duties of Senator, (or Representative,
as the case may be,) according to the best of my abili-
ty.” And members of the General Assembly are
hereby empowered to administer to each other the
said oath or affirmation.

Census. Sec 33 [The General Assembly shall, in
the years One thousand eight hundred and fifty nine,
One thousand eight hundred and sixty three, One
thousand eight hundred and sixty five, One thousand
eight hundred and sixty seven, One thousand eight
hundred and sixty nine, and One thousand eight hun-
dred and seventy five, and every ten years thereaf-
ter, cause an enumeration to be made of all the
[white]* inhabitants of the State.]**

*The above section was amended 1n 1868 by striking the word “white”
therefrom See Amendment [2]
**This section repealed by Amendment [17)

Senators—number—method of apportionment.
Sec 34 [The number of senators shall, at the next
session following each period of making such enumer-
ation, and the next session following each United
States census, be fixed by law, and apportioned
among the several counties, according to the number
of [white]* inhabitants in each.]**

*The above section has been amended three t.mes In 1868 1t was
amended by striking the word “white” therefrom See Amendment [3]

“*In 1904 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted n heu
thereof See Amendment [12] Also [16] See also Amendment [26]

Senators—representatives—number— appor-
tionment—districts. Sec 35 [The Senate shall
not consist of more than fifty members, nor the
House of Representatives of more than one hundred;
and they shall be apportioned among the several
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counties and representative districts of the State, ac-
cording to the number of [white]* inhabitants in
each, upon ratios to be fixed by law; but no represen-
tative district shall contain more than four organized
counties, and each district shall be entitled to at least
one representative. Every county and district which
shall have a number of inhabitants equal to one-half
of the ratio fixed by law, shall be entitled to one rep-
resentative; and any one county containing in
addition to the ratio fixed by law, one half of that
number, or more, shall be entitled to one additional
representative. No floating district shall hereafter be

formed.]**

*The above section has been amended twice In 1868 1t was amended by
striking the word “white” therefrom See Amendment {4}

**In 1904 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted i leu
thereot See Amendment {12} See also Amendment [26]

Ratio of representation. Skec 36 [At its first ses-
sion under this Constitution, and at every subsequent
regular session, the General Assembly shall fix the
ratio of representation, and also form into represen-

tative districts those counties which will not be enti-
tled singly to a representative.]*

*In 1904 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lheu
thereof See Amendment [12] See also Amendment [26]

Districts. Sec 37 [When a congressional, sena-
torial, or representative district shall be composed of
two or more counties, it shall not be entirely sepa-
rated by any county belonging to another district;
and no county shall be divided in forming a congres-

sional, senatorial, or representative district.]*

See Amendment [12]

*In 1968 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted tn lieu
thereof See Amendment [26)

Elections by general assembly. Sec 38 In all
elections by the General Assembly, the members
thereof shall vote viva voce and the votes shall be en-
tered on the journal.

Municipal home rule. Sec 38A
Amendment [25]

Legislative districts. Sec 39
Amendment [29]

Counties home rule. Sec 39A.
Amendment[37)

ARTICLE IV

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

Governor. SectioN 1 The Supreme Executive
power of this State shall be vested in a Chief Magis-
trate, who shall be styled the Governor of the State
of lTowa.

Election and term. Sec 2 [The Governor shall
be elected by the qualified electors at the time and
place of voting for members of the General Assem-
bly, and shall hold his office two years from the time
of his installation, and until his successor is elected
and qualified.]*

*In 1972 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in heu
thereof See Amendment [32)

Lieutenant governor—returns of elections. Sec 3
[There shall be a Lieutenant Governor, who shall hold
his office two years, and be elected at the same time
as the Governor. In voting for Governor and Lieuten-
ant Governor, the electors shall designate for whom
they vote as Governor, and for whom as Lieutenant
Governor. The returns of every election for Governor,
and Lieutenant Governor, shall be sealed up and
transmitted to the seat of government of the State,
directed to the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, who shall open and publish them in the pres-
ence of both Houses of the General Assembly.]*

For statutory provisions, see Code, §50 35

*In 1972 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu
thereof See Amendment [32)

Election by general assembly. Sec 4 The per-
sons respectively having the highest number of votes
for Governor and Lieutenant Governor, shall be de-
clared duly elected; but in case two or more persons
shall have an equal and the highest number of votes
for either office, the General Assembly shall, by joint
vote, forthwith proceed to elect one of said persons

Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, as the case may

be

See Amendment [19] relating to death or failure to quahfy

Contested elections. Sec 5 Contested elections
for Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, shall be deter-
mined by the General Assembly in such manner as
may be prescribed by law.

For statutory provisions, see Code, §§58 1—58 7

Eligibility. Sec 6 No person shall be eligible to
the office of Governor, or Lieutenant Governor, who
shall not have been a citizen of the United States, and
a resident of the State, two years next preceding the
election, and attained the age of thirty years at the
time of said election.

Commander in chief. Sec 7 The Governor shall
be commander in chief of the militia, the army, and
navy of this State.

Duties of governor. Sec 8 He shall transact all
executive business with the officers of government,
civil and military, and may require information in
writing from the officers of the executive depart-
ment upon any subject relating to the duties of their

respective offices.
Duty as to state accounts, §79 8 of the Code

Execution of laws. Sec 9 He shall take care
that the laws are faithfully executed.

Vacancies. SeEc 10 When any office shall, from
any cause, become vacant, and no mode is provided by
the Constitution and laws for filling such vacancy,
the Governor shall have power to fill such vacancy, by
granting a commission, which shall expire at the end
of the next session of the General Assembly, or at the
next election by the people.
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Convening general assembly. Sec 11 He may,
on extraordinary occasions, convene the General As-
sembly by proclamation, and shall state to both Hous-
es, when assembled, the purpose for which they shall

have been convened.
See Amendment of 1974 No 2 [36}

Message. Sec 12 He shall communicate, by
message, to the General Assembly, at every regular
session, the condition of the State, and recommend
such matters as he shall deem expedient.

Adjournment. Sgc 13 In case of disagreement
between the two Houses with respect to the time of
adjournment, the Governor shall have power to ad-
journ the General Assembly to such time as he may
think proper; but no such adjournment shall be be-
yond the time fixed for the regular meeting of the
next General Assembly.

Disqualification. Sec 14 No persons shall, while
holding any office under the authority of the United
States, or this State, execute the office of Governor,
or Lieutenant Governor, except as hereinafter ex-
pressly provided.

Terms—compensation of lieutenant governor.
Sec 15 [The official term of the Governor, and Lieu-
tenant Governor, shall commence on the second Mon-
day of January next after their election, and continue
for two years, and until their successors are elected
and qualified. The Lieutenant Governor, while acting
as Governor, shall receive the same pay as provided
for Governor; and while presiding in the Senate, shall
receive as compensation therefor, the same mileage
and double the per diem pay provided for a Senator,
and none other.]*

See Code, §213

*In 1972 ths section was repealed and a substitute adopted in heu
thereof See Amendment [32]

Pardons—reprieves—commutations. Sec 16
The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves,
commutations and pardons, after conviction, for all
offences except treason and cases of impeachment,
subject to such regulations as may be provided by
law. Upon conviction for treason, he shall have power
to suspend the execution of the sentence until the
case shall be reported to the General Assembly at its
next meeting, when the General Assembly shall ei-
ther grant a pardon, commute the sentence, direct
the execution of the sentence, or grant a further re-
prieve. He shall have power to remit finds and forfei-
tures, under such regulations as may be prescribed by
law; and shall report to the General Assembly, at its
next meeting, each case of reprieve, commutation, or
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pardon granted, and the reasons therefor; and also all
persons in whose favor remission of fines and forfei-
tures shall have been made, and the several amounts
remitted.

Lieutenant governor to act as governor. Sec 17
In case of the death, impeachment, resignation, re-
moval from office, or other disability of the Gover-
nor, the powers and duties of the office for the resi-
due of the term, or until he shall be acquitted, or the
disability removed, shall devolve upon the Lieutenant

Governor.
Referred to in §7 14(1, 2) of the Code

President of senate. Sec 18 The Lieutenant
Governor shall be President of the Senate, but shall
only vote when the Senate 1s equally divided*, and 1n
case of his absence, or impeachment, or when he shall
exercise the office of Governor, the Senate shall
choose a President pro tempore

*Tie vote on passage of a bill in G A, see Art III, §17

Vacancies. Sec 19 [If the Lieutenant Governor,
while acting as Governor, shall be impeached, dis-
placed, resign, or die, or otherwise become incapable
of performing the duties of the office, the President
pro tempore of the Senate shall act as Governor until
the vacancy is filled, or the disability removed; and if
the President of the Senate, for any of the above
causes, shall be rendered incapable of performing the
duties pertaining to the office of Governor, the same
shall devolve upon the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives.]*

In 1952 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in hieu there-
of See Amendment {20]

Seal of state. Sec 20 There shall be a seal of
this State, which shall be kept by the Governor, and
used by him officially, and shall be called the Great

Seal of the State of lowa.
See chapter 1A of the Code for a description of the Great Seal of Iowa

Grants and commissions. Sec 21  All grants and
commissions shall be in the name and by the author-
ity of the people of the State of Iowa, sealed with the
Great Seal of the State, signed by the Governor, and
countersigned by the Secretary of State.

Secretary—auditor—treasurer. Sec 22 [A Sec-
retary of State, Auditor of State and Treasurer of
State, shall be elected by the qualified electors, who
shall continue in office two years, and until their suc-
cessors are elected and qualified; and perform such

duties as may be required by law.]*
*In 1972 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu
thereof See Amendment [32]

ARTICLE V

JubpiciAL DEPARTMENT

Courts. SecrioN 1 The Judicial power shall be
vested in a Supreme Court, District Courts, and such
other Courts, inferior to the Supreme Court, as the

General Assembly may, from time to time, establish.
Court of appeals, §684 31 of the Code

Supreme court. Sec 2 The Supreme Court shall

consist of three Judges, two of whom shall constitute
a quorum to hold Court.

This section may be superseded by sec 10 following, also §684 1 of the
Code

Election of judges—term. Skc 3 [The Judges of
the Supreme Court shall be elected by the qualified
electors of the State, and shall hold thewr Court at
such time and place as the General Assembly may
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prescribe. The Judges of the Supreme Court so clect-
ed, shall be classified so that one Judge shall go out of
office every two years; and the Judge holding the
shortest term of office under such classification, shall
be Chief Justice of the Court, during his term, and so
on in rotation. After the expiration of their terms of
office, under such classification, the term of each
Judge of the Supreme Court shall be six years, and
until his successor shall have been elected and quali-
fied. The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be ineli-
gible to any other office in the State, during the term

for which they shall have been elected.]*
*In 1962 this section was repealed See Amendment [21]

Jurisdiction of supreme court. Skc 4 The Su-
preme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction only in
cases in chancery, and shall constitute a Court for the
correction of errors at law, under such restrictions as
the General Assembly may, by law, prescribe; and
shall have power to issue all writs and process neces-
sary to secure justice to parties, and exercise a super-
visory control over all inferior Judicial tribunals

throughout the State.*
See §624.2 of the Code
*This section was amended in 1962 See Amendment [21]

District court and judge. Sec 5 [The District
Court shall consist of a single Judge, who shall be
elected by the qualified electors of the District in
which he resides. The Judge of the District Court
shall hold his office for the term of four years, and
until his successor shall have been elected and quali-
fied; and shall be ineligible to any other office, except
that of Judge of the Supreme Court, during the term

for which he was elected.]*
*In 1962 this section was repealed See Amendment [21] See also
Amendment [21(1)]

Jurisdiction of district court. Skc 6 The Dis-
trict Court shall be a court of law and equity, which
shall be distinct and separate jurisdictions, and have
jurisdiction in civil and criminal matters arising in
their respective districts, in such manner as shall be

prescribed by law.
Statutory provision, §602 1 of the Code

Conservators of the peace. Sec 7 The Judges of
the Supreme and District Courts shall be conserva-
tors of the peace throughout the State.

Style of process. Sec 8 The style of all process
shall be, “The State of Towa”, and all prosecutions
shall be conducted in the name and by the authority
of the same.

Salaries. Sec 9 [The salary of each Judge of the
Supreme Court shall be two thousand dollars per an-
num; and that of each District Judge, one thousand
six hundred dollars per annum, until the year Eigh-
teen hundred and Sixty; after which time, they shall
severally receive such compensation as the General
Assembly may, by law, prescribe; which compensa-
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tion shall not be mcreased or diminished during the

term for which they shall have been elected. |*

For statutory provisions relative to salary of judges of the supreme
court, sce §684 17 and the iennial salary Act

*In 1962 this section was repealed See Amendment {21]

Judicial districts—supreme court. Sgc 10 The
state shall be divided into eleven judicial districts;
and after the year eighteen hundred and sixty, the
gencral assembly may re-organize the judicial dis-
tricts and increase or diminish the number of dis-
tricts, or the number of judges of the said court, and
may increase the number of judges of the supreme
court; but such increase or diminution shall not be
more than one district, or one judge of either court,
at any one session; and no re-organization of the dis-
tricts, or diminution of the number of judges, shall
have the effect of removing a judge from office. Such
re-organization of the districts, or any ehange in the
boundaries thereof, or increase or diminution of the
number of judges, shall take place every four years
thereafter, if necessary, and at no other time.*

*Much of this section apparently superseded by Amendment [8]

Judges—when chosen. Skc 11 [The Judges of
the Supreme and District Courts shall be chosen at
the general election; and the term of office of each
Judge shall commence on the first day of January
next, after his election.]*

*In 1962 this section was repealed See Amendment [21]

Attorney general. Skc 12 [The General Assem-
bly shall provide, by law, for the election of an Attor-
ney General by the people, whose term of office shall
be two years, and until his successor shall have been
elected and qualified.]*

*In 1972 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted in lieu
thereof See Amendment [32)

District attorney. Sec 13 [The qualified
electors of each judicial district shall, at the time of
the election of District Judge, elect a District Attor-
ney, who shall be a resident of the district for which
he is elected, and who shall hold his office for the
term of four years, and until his successor shall have
been elected and qualified.]*

*In 1884 this section was repealed and a substitute adopted 1n lieu
thereof See Amendment [10). In 1970 this substitute was repealed Sce
Amendment [31]

System of court practice. Sec 14 It shall be the
duty of the General Assembly to provide for the car-
rying into effect of this article, and to provide for a
general system of practice in all the Courts of this
State.

For provisions relative to the grand jury, see Amendment [9]
Vacancies in courts. Sec 15 Amendment [21]

State and district nominating commissions. SEc
16 Amendment {21]

Terms—judicial elections. Sec 17 Amendment
[21]

Salaries—qualifications—retirements. Sgc 18
Amendment {21]

Retirement and discipline of judges. Sec 19
Amendment {33]
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ARTICLE VI

MiLiTiA

Composition—training. Section 1  The militia
of this State shall be composed of all able-bodied
{white]* male citizens, between the ages of eighteen
and forty five years, except such as are or may here-
after be exempt by the laws of the United States, or
of this State, and shall be armed, equipped, and

trained, as the General Assembly may provide by law.
*The above section was amended 1n 1868 by striking the word “white”
therefrom See Amendment [5)

Exemption. Sec 2 No person or persons consci-
entiously scrupulous of bearing arms shall be com-

pelled to do military duty in time of peace: Provided,
that such person or persons shall pay an equivalent
for such exemption in the same manner as other citi-
Zens.

Officers. Sec 3 All commissioned officers of the
militia, (staff officers excepted,) shall be elected by
the persons liable to perform military duty, and shall
be commissioned by the Governor.

ArTiCLE VII

STAaTE DEBTS

Credit not to be loaned. Section 1 The credit of
the State shall not, in any manner, be given or loaned
to, or in aid of, any individual, association, or corpora-
tion; and the State shall never assume, or become re-
sponsible for, the debts or liabilities of any individual,
association, or corporation, unless incurred in time of
war for the benefit of the State.

Limitation. Sec 2 The State may contract debts
to supply casual deficits or failures in revenues, or to
meet expenses not otherwise provided for; but the
aggregate amount of such debts, direct and contin-
gent, whether contracted by virtue of one or more
acts of the General Assembly, or at different periods
of time, shall never exceed the sum of two hundred
and fifty thousand dollars; and the money arising
from the creation of such debts, shall be applied to
the purpose for which it was obtained, or to repay the
debts so contracted, and to no other purpose whatev-
er.

Losses to school funds. Sec 3 All losses to the
permanent, School, or University fund of this State,
which shall have been occasioned by the defalcation,
mismanagement or fraud of the agents or officers
controlling and managing the same, shall be audited
by the proper authorities of the State. The amount so
audited shall be a permanent funded debt against the
State, in favor of the respective fund, sustaining the
loss, upon which not less than six per cent. annual in-
terest shall be paid. The amount of liability so created
shall not be counted as a part of the indebtedness au-
thorized by the second section of this article.

War debts. Sec 4 In addition to the above lim-
ited power to contract debts, the State may contract
debts to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, or de-
fend the State in war; but the money arising from
the debts so contracted shall be applied to the purpose
for which it was raised, or to repay such debts, and to
no other purpose whatever.

Contracting debt—submission to the people. Skc
5 Except the debts herein before specified in this

article, no debt shall be hereafter contracted by, or on
behalf of this State, unless such debt shall be autho-
rized by some law for some single work or object, to
be distinctly specified therein; and such law shall im-
pose and provide for the collection of a direct annual
tax, sufficient to pay the interest on such debt, as it
falls due, and also to pay and discharge the principal
of such debt, within twenty years from the time of
the contracting thereof; but no such law shall take
effect until at a general election it shall have been
submitted to the people, and have received a majority
of all the votes cast for and against it at such
election; and all money raised by authority of such
law, shall be applied only to the specific object
therein stated, or to the payment of the debt created
thereby; and such law shall be published in at least
one news paper in each County, if one is published
therein, throughout the State, for three months pre-
ceding the election at which it is submitted to the
people.

For statutory provisions, see Code §§6 2, 6 4

Legislature may repeal. Sec 6 The Legislature
may, at any time, after the approval of such law by
the people, if no debt shall have been contracted in
pursuance thereof, repeal the same; and may, at any
time, forbid the contracting of any further debt, or li-
ability, under such law; but the tax imposed by such
law, in proportion to the debt or liability, which may
have been contracted in pursuance thereof, shall re-
main in force and be irrepealable, and be annually
collected, until the principal and interest are fully
paid.

Tax imposed distinctly stated. Sec 7 Every law
which imposes, continues, or revives a tax, shall dis-
tinctly state the tax, and the object to which it is to
be applied; and it shall not be sufficient to refer to
any other law to fix such tax or object.

Motor vehicle fees and fuel taxes. Sec 8
See Amendment [18]
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ArTICLE VIII

CORPORATIONS

How created. Secrion 1 No corporation shall be
created by special laws; but the General Assembly
shall provide, by general laws, for the organization of
all corporations hereafter to be created, except as
hereinafter provided.

Taxation of corporations. Sec 2 The property
of all corporations for pecuniary profit, shall be sub-
ject to taxation, the same as that of individuals.

State not to be a stockholder. Sec 3 The State
shall not become a stockholder in any corporation, nor
shall it assume or pay the debt or liability of any cor-
poration, unless incurred in time of war for the bene-
fit of the State.

Municipal corporations. Sec 4 No political or
municipal corporation shall become a stockholder in
any banking corporation, directly or indirectly.

Banking associations. Sec 5 No Act of the Gen-
eral Assembly, authorizing or creating corporations
or associations with banking powers, nor amend-
ments thereto shall take effect, or in any manner be
in force, until the same shall have been submitted,
separately, to the people, at a general or special
election, as provided by law, to be held not less than
three months after the passage of the Act, and shall
have been approved by a majority of all the electors
voting for and against it at such election.

State bank. Sec 6 Subject to the provisions of
the foregoing section, the General Assembly may also
provide for the establishment of a State Bank with

branches.*
*Sections 6 to 11, apply to banks of issue only See 63 Iowa 11, also 220
Towa 794 and 221 Iowa 102

Specie basis. Sec 7 If a State Bank be estab-
lished, it shall be founded on an actual specie basis,
and the branches shall be mutually responsible for
each others liabilities upon all notes, bills, and other
issues intended for circulation as money.

General banking law. Skc 8 If a general Bank-
ing law shall be enacted, it shall provide for the regis-

try and countersigning, by an officer of State, of all
bills, or paper credit designed to circulate as money,
and require security to the full amount thereof, to be
deposited with the State Treasurer, in United States
stocks, or in interest paying stocks of States in good
credit and standing, to be rated at ten per cent. below
their average value in the City of New York, for the
thirty days next preceding their deposit; and in case
of a depreciation of any portion of said stocks, to the
amount of ten per cent. on the dollar, the bank or
banks owning such stock shall be required to make up
said deficiency by depositing additional stocks: and
said law shall also provide for the recording of the
names of all stockholders in such corporations, the
amount of stock held by each, the time of any trans-
fer, and to whom.

Stockholders’ responsibility. Sgc 9 Every
stockholder in a banking corporation or institution
shall be individually responsible and liable to its cred-
itors, over and above the amount of stock by him or
her held, to an amount equal to his or her respective
shares so held for all of its liabilities, accruing while
he or she remains such stockhoider.

Bill-holders preferred. Skc 10 In case of the in-
solvency of any banking institution, the bill-holders
shall have a preference over its other creditors.

Specie payments—suspension. Sgc 11 The sus-
pension of specie payments by banking institutions
shall never be permitted or sanctioned.

Amendment or repeal of laws—exclusive privileg-
es. SEc 12 Subject to the provisions of this article,
the General Assembly shall have power to amend or
repeal all laws for the organization or creation of cor-
porations, or granting of special or exclusive privi-
leges or immunities, by a vote of two thirds of each
branch of the General Assembly; and no exclusive
privileges, except as in this article provided, shall

ever be granted.
Analogous provision, §491 39 of the Code

ARTICLE IX

EbucaTioN AND ScHooL LANDS

1st EpucaATION *
*See note at the end of this 1st division

Board of education. Secrion 1  The educational
interest of the State, including Common Schools and
other educational institutions, shall be under the
management of a Board of Education, which shall
consist of the Lieutenant Governor, who shall be the
presiding officer of the Board, and have the casting
vote in case of a tie, and one member to be elected
from each judicial district in the State.

Eligibility. Sec 2 No person shall be eligible as
a member of said Board who shall not have attained

the age of twenty five years, and shall have been one
year a citizen of the State.

Election of members. SeEc 3 One member of said
Board shall be chosen by the qualified electors of each
district, and shall hold the office for the term of four
years, and until his successor is elected and qualified.
After the first election under this Constitution, the
Board shall be divided, as nearly as practicable, into
two equal classes, and the seats of the first class shall
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be vacated after the expiration of two years; and one
half of the Board shall be chosen every two years
thereafter.

First session. Sec 4 The first session of the
Board of Education shall be held at the Seat of Gov-
ernment, on the first Monday of December, after
their election; after which the General Assembly may
fix the time and place of meeting.

Limitation of sessions. Sec 5 The session of the
Board shall be limited to twenty days, and but one
session shall be held in any one year, except upon ex-
traordinary occasions, when, upon the recommenda-
tion of two thirds of the Board, the Governor may or-
der a special session.

Secretary. Sec 6 The Board of Education shall
appoint a Secretary, who shall be the executive offi-
cer of the Board, and perform such duties as may be
imposed upon him by the Board, and the laws of the
State. They shall keep a journal of their proceedings,
which shall be published and distributed in the same
manner as the journals of the General Assembly.

Rules and regulations. Sec 7 Al rules and reg-
ulations made by the Board shall be published and
distributed to the several Counties, Townships, and
School Districts, as may be provided for by the Board,
and when so made, published and distributed, they
shall have the force and effect of law.

Power to legislate. Sec 8 The Board of Educa-
tion shall have full power and authority to legislate
and make all needful rules and regulations in relation
to Common Schools, and other educational institu-
tions, that are instituted, to receive aid from the
School or University fund of this State; but all acts,
rules, and regulations of said Board may be altered,
amended or repealed by the General Assembly; and
when so altered, amended, or repealed they shall not
be re-enacted by the Board of Education.

Governor ex officio a member. Sgc 9 The Gov-
ernor of the State shall be, ex officio, a member of
said Board.

Yviii

Expenses. Sec 10 The board shall have no
power to levy taxes, or make appropriations of mon-
ey. Their contingent expenses shall be provided for
by the General Assembly.

State university. Sec 11 The State University
shall be established at one place without branches at
any other place, and the University fund shall be ap-

plied to that Institution and no other.

Sec Laws of the Board of Education, Act 10, December 25, 1858, which
provides for the management of the state Umversity by a Board of
Trustees appointed by the Board of Education See also sec 2 of 2nd di-
vision of this Article

Common schools. Sec 12 The Board of Educa-
tion shall provide for the education of all the youths
of the State, through a system of Common Schools
and such school shall be organized and kept in each
school district at least three months in each year. Any
district failing, for two consecutive years, to organize
and keep up a school as aforesaid may be deprived of
their portion of the school fund.

Compensation. Sec 13 The members of the
Board of Education shall each receive the same per
diem during the time of their session, and mileage go-
ing to and returning therefrom, as members of the
General Assembly.

Quorum—style of acts. Sgc 14 A majority of
the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transac-
tion of business; but no rule, regulation, or law, for
the government of Common Schools or other educa-
tional institutions, shall pass without the concurrence
of a majority of all the members of the Board, which
shall be expressed by the yeas and nays on the final
passage. The style of all acts of