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IOWA LAND BILL. 

Ii, BILL making a grant of land. to the St.te of Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid in 
the ClODltrDetioD of certain :Railroads in said State. 

, SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and H()U8e of Repre8en­
tati'Qe8 of the United 8f4te8 of Am.erica, in Oongr688 assern1Jled, That 
there be and is hereby granted to the State of Iowa, for the pur­
pose of aiding iIi the construction of railroads from Burlington, on 
the Mississippi river, to a point on the Mis~ouri river, near the 
mouth of Platte river; from the city of Davenport, via. Iowa City 
aud Fort Des Moines to Oouncil Bluffs; from Lyons City, north­
westerly to a point of intersection with the main line of the Iowa 
Oentral Air Line Railroad, near Maquoketa; thence on said main 
line, running as near as practicable to the forty-sccond parallcl, 
across the said State of Iowa to the Missouri river;- from the city 
of Dubuque to a point on the Missouri river, near Sioux City, with 
a branch from the mouth of the Tete Des Morts, to the nearest point 
'On said road, to be completed as soon as the main road is. complet­
ed to that point, every alternate section of land, designated by odd 
numbers, for six sections in width on each side of said roads. But 
in case it shall appear that the United States have, when the lines 
or routes of said roads are definitely fixed, sold any seotions or any 
parts thereof, granted as aforesaid, or the right of pre-emption has. 
attached to the, same, then it shall be lawful for any agent or agents 
to be appointed by the Governor of said State to select, subject to. 
the appoval of the Secretary of the Interior, from the lands of the 
United States nearest to the tiers of sections above specified, so 
luuch land in alternate scetions or parts of sections, as shall be 
equal to such lands as the United States have sold, or Gtherwise 
appropriated, or to which the rights 9f pre-emption have attached 
as afore.aid!; which lands (thus selected in lieu of those ~old and to 
which pre-emption rights have attached as aforesaid, together with 
the sections and parts of sections by odd numbers as aforesaid, and 
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- appropriated as aforesaid) shall be held by the State of Iowa, for 
the UB8 and P111'pOBe afol'eBaid : p~, That the land to be 10 

located 8baI1 in. case be further than fifteen miles from the lines 
of aaid roads, and selected for and on aecount of each of said roads: . 
p'l'UlJiikdfvr'tlwr,. That·the lands hereby granted for and on ac­
count of said roads severally, shall be exclUBively applied in the 
construction of that road for and on accoant of which such landa 
are hereby granted, and shall be disposed of only as the work pro­
gresses, and the aame shall be applied to no other purpose whateo-

. ever: AM provided~, That any ·and all lands heretofore 
reserved to the United States by any act of Congress, or· in any 
-ether manner by competent anthority, for the purpose of aiding in 
any objects of intemal improvement, or for any other purpose what­
soever, be and the lame are hereby reserved from the operations of 
this act, except 80 far &8 it may be found necessary to locate the 
routes of said railroads through such reserved lands; in which· case 
the right of way only shall be granted, subject to the approval of 
the President of the United States. 

SEC.~. And be itfwrther tmaCtd, That the sections and parts 
of sections of land, which by such grant shan remain to the United 
States within six miles on each side of said roads, shall not be sold 
for less than the dQuble minimum Pt:ice of the public lands when 
ilold; nor shall any ofsaid lands become subject to private entry, 
until the same have been first offered at public sale at the increased 
price. 

SEC. 3. And be-itfu'l'thet· tmaetd, That the said lands hereby 
granted to the said State shall be subject to the disposal of the leg­
islature thereQf for the purpose aforesaid, and no other; and the said 
railrOads shall be and remain public highways for the use of the 
government of the United States, free from toll or other charge 
upon the-transportation of any property or troops of' the United 
States. 

SJIIC. 4. .And be it further 81I,acted, That tbe lands hereby grant­
ed to said State shall be disposed of by said State only in manner 
following: that is to say, that. a quantity ·of land not exceeding one 
hundred and twenty sections for each of said roads, and included 
witlun a continuous length oftwenty mi~es of' each of' said roads 
may be sold; and when the Governor of sai.d State shan certify to 
the Seoretary of the Interior, that a1'1y twenty cootinuo.u.s miles of 

2 
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x IOWA LAND BILL. 

any of aaitl roads is completed, then anotker qaan.titr of- land here. 
by granted, not to exceed one hundred and twentr .sections for each 
of said roads having twenty continuous mil. completed as afore­
saii, &Dd included within a continuous length of twenty miles. Of 
each of such roads, ~y be eold; and eo from time to' time until 
ll&id roads are eompleted; and if any of said roada·are not eomplet. 
ed within ten years, ne further sale shall be made and the lands 
unsold shall revert to the United States. 

8m. o • .And ~ tlftWtM1~, T'a&t the United 8tatea mall 
shall be transported over said roada, under the directioll of the Poet 
Oftlce Department, at such price 88 Congrea& may, by law, direct: 
p~ That until such price is fixed by law, the Postmaster 
General shall have the power to determine the same. 

u 
ApPBOV1ED, May 15th, 1856. 

• 
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PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR, 

WmmJWJ, it is believed that subjects of vital importance to the 
State of Iowa demand immediate legislative action. 

TNnffore, I, JAlIEB W. GRDmB, Governor of said State, by vir-. 
tue of the authority in me vested, do hereby convene the General 
.Assembly of said State in special session, to be begun and held at 
Iowa City, on Wednesday, the second day of July next, at two 
o'clock, in the afternoon of said day. 

In testimony whereof, I have herel1llto set ·my hand and 
L. S. caused to be hereto affixed the great seal of the State of 

Iowa. 
Done at Iowa City, this Srd day of June, 1856. 

JAMES W. GRIllES. 
By order of the Governor: 
GBO. W. :MoCLBABy, 5ecretary 01 State. 
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CHAPTER 1. 

RAIL ROAD GRANT. - , 

.AN ACT to accept of the gr,nt and carry into execution the tl'1l8t conferred 
upon the State of Iowa. by an act of Congre88 entitled an act making a 
grant of lands to the State of Iowa. in alternate sections, to aid in the con­
atruction of.Rail RoadS in said State. approved May 15th. 1856: ' 

SE<lTION 1. Be it enacted by tM General.A8aemlJl;y of the Grant aeeep­
State of Iowa, Thl!ot the lands, rights, powers and privileges, ted. 

granted to, and conferred upon, the State of Iowa, by the 
act of Congre8s entitled "an act making a grant of lands to 
the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid in the con-
struction of' Rail Roads, in said State, approved May 15t11 
1856," be and the same are hereby accepted upon the terms, 
conditions abd restrictions, contained in said act of' Con-
gress. , , 

SEC. 2. niat so, much of the lands interest, rights, Lands gran-
'd . il . b ' d d ted to Bur-powers an pnv eges, as are or may e grante an lington and 

conferred, in pursuance of' the act of' Congress aforesaid, to :M.iaaom'j R. 

aid in the construction of' a Rail Road from Burlingtoil on R. Co. 

the Mississippi river to a point on Missouri, near the mouth 
of Platte rivel', are hereby disposed of, granted and confer-
red upon the BW'lington and Missouri River Rail Road 
Company, a body c~rporate, created and existing under the 
laws of the State of' Iowa. 

SEC. SA' That so much of the lands, interest, rights, POW-To Miesi&!ippi 

ers and privileges as are or may be gr~ted and conferred, rin~.~: 
in pursri811ce of the act of Congress .aforesaid, to aid in the 
ponstrnction of a Railroad from Davenport via. Iowa City 
tmd Ft. Des Moines to Council Bluffs, are hereby disposed 
Of, granted and conferred to and upon the Mississippi and 
lfissouri RailRoad Company, a body corporate, c\"eatedaud 
tWiting under the laWB of the State of Iowa. 

3 ' 
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LAWS OF IOWA. 

SEC. 4. That so much of the lands, interest, rights, pow­
ers and privileges as are or may be granted and conferred, 
in pursuance of the act of Congress aforesaid, to aid in the 
construction of a Rail Road from Lyons City northwesterly 
to a point of intersection with the main line of' the Iowa 
Central Air Line Rail Road ncar Maquoketa, thence on 
said main liue, 'running 8S near as practicable to the fOl'ty­
second parallel, across the said State to the llIit'i'oliri river, 
are hereby disposed of~ granted and conferred to and upon 
the Iowa Oentral Air Line Rail Hoad Company, a bpdycor­
pOTate, created ~nd existing Ulider the laws of the State of 
Iowa. 

" ' 

To Dubu:lft0 Sm. 5. That'so much of the landt', interest, righ~8, powers 
~odl~, 0 and 'privileges as 'ere or may be granted IUld ~()nf~rred, ill pur­

suance of'the act ofCongresB ai'ol'cl'aid, to aid in,tho COllStruC­
tion of a Rai,l Road from the City ot'Dubuque to a point on 
the'Missouri river at or neal' Sioux City, wi!h a brunch from 
the'mouth of'the Tete Dcs Morts to the nearest point on 
said road, to be completed as soon as the main line is com-' 
pleted to that point, are hereby dispo8etl of,"gmnted and 
conferred to and upon the DubwplO and Pacific H~ilRoa.d 
Company, a body cOl'pon.:.te; created and existillg under the 
laws of the State of'lo'\\,'a, 

Location 'or SEC. 6. The lim's and routt's of tllC scyeml roads above 
RMdB. d,escribcd shall be definitely :fixed and located on or before 

the first day of April next, ui'ttlr the llf!ssnge of this act, and 
maps or plots, showing such lines and routes, slidl be filed ' 
in the office ot the Goyernor of the Stf!te of Io"a, and also 
in the office of the Secrctary of State of the S~a~e of Iowa. 
It shall be tho dut.y of the Goyernor, afi€'l' r.ffixing his offi-

.lfaps&plata. cial signatUl'e, to file s~ch ma~) in the ,lJepartlllcnt having 
, the control of the publIc land m Wushmgtou; suchlocation 

being considered final only so far us to fix the limit and 
boundary- within, which lands may, be selecteii; il.1ld if it 
shall appear that the rands that haye been donated by the 
act of Congress aforesaid, for the ~onstnlction of the several 
lines above indicated, cannot be obtained by "aid compa.. 
nies within the limits and along any part 6f the line _ afo~ 
said, the Governor. shall from time to time appoint agents to 
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make Buch selections as may be authorized or granted by AIN't.. 

Congress for tho lines aforesaid; but the compensation of 
luch agents and the costs, expenses and charges attendant 
upon and' occasioned by ill~ing such selections, shall 1)e 
fixed, regulated, paid and 'borne by each of' said nail noad 
Companies respectively, upon and fur its own line. 

SI';o. 7. The Iow~Central Air Line Rail Road'Company Braneh.. 
.eha.ll furnish, equip and operate the brunch of their Rail 
Road that will be constructed under this grant from J~yons 
City to tIie point of'intersection with the main line of' their 
road near :Maquoketa, in the same manner with their main 
line f'rom the wcs~, and as completely ItS though the same 
was a cOldnuation of' said mail} linC', and shall never give' 
any preference to the rouin line of said r(~al~ or any part 
thereof', ail defined in their arti~leB of'incorporation, by bus-
iness arrangemen!s, tmiff of' prices, or otherwiile, over the 
said branch to their Itailroarl. ' 

SEC. 8. The gl'llIltR aforesaid are made to each of' said CooditioDL 

companies respec!iveiy, upon the the. expre~s conditioll, that 
in case ei~her' of fl'llch Huill'oa(j. Companies shall f'ail to have 
comple~(od amI' c(plipped seventy-five miles of its road -\vith-
in thre~ years fl:oll1 ~;:l' lli":~ day (f December next, thirty 
miles in gddition ill ('"ell y,-:u' thereafter, for five years, and. 
the remainder of' tlwil' whole line of rO~ld iIi one year there-
after, or on the flrtit of'December, A. D" 1865, then and in 
that case it shull be competent for the State of Iowa to re· 
sume alll'ights c(nitpl'l'ed by this act upon the compally so 
failing, and to retiume all rights to the lauds hereby grunted 
and remaining undil-lp08ed of' by the company so' failing to 
have the length of road completed in manner and tillie as 
aforesaid. 

SEC. 9. The Roads Ili'oresaid shall be constructed upon 11 Guage ofroad. 

guage with a width of folir feet, eight and one-half inches, 
and the iron used in ~he track shall be of approved quality 
and patturn, and the said Roads ,shall be completed and fin-
ishe~, in a styie and of a quality equal to the average of otlier 
first class western roads, and when the Roads, or any of 
them, authorized to, be constructed by this act, shall be in- s~~~~;~ 

4 jersected by the .ro!lds of any other Raih:oad Company now 
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constrnted, or hereat'ter to 'be constructed, it Mhan be tM 
duty of .such Road or Roads, receiving the benefit or 
this act, to furnish ,all proper and reasonable facilities and 

Croeaing. ... to join such other company in making all necessary cr088-
iU1"llOUUI, ",e.. .' 'd l' d' h d 1 ' lllga, turnouts,81 e mgs an switc es, an ot ler convemen-

ce:; ~lecessary for the transportation of all ii'eight and pas­
sengers over either or any road or roads hereby mutually 
accommodated, whether said pasilengers or freight aN 

brought by the roads benefitted by this aet, or any other 
road or roads now constnlcted, or which may hereafter be 

Rate. limited.c.onstrncted, and at such rates as shall not iu any case ex­
ceed the regular tariff of charges ou snch road or :roads. 

Pre-emption. 

'Application. 

Price. 

SEC. 10. All persons, who at the time said grant waa 
made, held v~lid claims by actually occupation and im­
provement upon any of'the lauds embraced ill said grant, 
shall be protected in the same, and entitled to purchase and 
enter the same upon the tenns and oonditions hereinaf- ter 
provided. 

SEC. 11. A.ny person, wishiJ?-g to avail himself of the 
provisions of this act, shall within three months of the pas­
sage thereof, file his application for that purpose with the 
Judge of the county where such lands may be situate, and 
shall prove to the satisfaction of said Judge that his claim 
is valid, anp that the same existed at the time said grant 
was made; \and upon such proof being made, such Judge 
shall give to the applicant a certificate of the fact, and sucb 
certificate shall entitle the holder or his bone fide assignee to 
enter such land at the rate of two dollars and fifty cents per 
acre; Provided, that no person, claimant, or the assignee of 
a claim, shall be entitled to more than one hundred and 
sixty acres of land UJ;tder' this act; And jirO'lJided fUrlMr, 
'1'hat the person asserting a claim, w;hether as claimant or­
u.Bsignee, shall file bis affidavit that lie has not either direct­
ly or indirectly received the benefits of the provisions oftm. 
act. Before any rights shall be acquired under snch certifi­
cate, a c~py of the sam~ together' with the evidence shall be 
served on the secretary of the company interested, and such 
company shall have ~e right to appeal from the decision of 
such Judge to the District Court, in the same manner _ 
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appeals are taken from the decisions of J mtiee of the Peace 
at any time within ninety days af~er the service of such 
papers, and the same shall be tried 118 other ,appeal cases, 
and an appeal may be taken to the Supreme Court by eithe7 
party, in the same manner as appeals in' other cases. 

5 

SEC. 12. Such certificate on being filed with the secre- C~rtifleaM .• 

tary of the company upon whose line of 'Road such lands 
\ may be situate, when no appeal bas been taken as herein. 
I provided,shall entitle the holder or his assignee to tl,le posses-

mon of said land, until the title shall become vested in the Meet of 

~ompany; upon payment thereafter to the Treasurer of 
the Company for said land at the price above designated', 
J!llch person shall.receive from the Secretary of the Compa-
ny a patent to such land, not exceeding hl quantity one 
l.llmdred and sixty acres. . Such deed or patent shall vest in 
the purchaser all the title of said company in and to such Deed. 

lands, except so far as to reserve to the company all such 
right of way and station grounds ~ may be actually neces-
:aary for the uses of the company. 

SEC. 13. The said companies shall each severally assent A8I!ent ILnd 

to and accept the provisions of'this 8,ct, by a written instru- accep1. 

TItent, under the seal of such corpQration, with the signa-
tures of t,he proper officers1 within ninety days after the pas-
~age of this act, which said acceptance shall be filed in the 
office of'the Secretary of' State, and be by the Secretary re- Filed. 

corded in the book by him kept for the recording of articleR 
of association. . 

SEC. 14. Said Rail Road Companies, accepting the pro.. Rid 

visione of this act, shal1 at all times be subject to such rules ~:I::ioD •. 
and i'egnlatio~s as may from ~ime to time be enacted and 
provided for by the General Assembly of Iowa, not incon-
Bistent with the provisions of this act,and the act of Con-
gress making the grant. , I 

SEC. 15. It shall be the duty of the companies receiving Report. 

the benefits of this act, to make a regular annual report of 
their proceedings at the usual time and place of electing 
their Qfficers, (>xhibiting a detailed statement., as far as prac­
ticable, of the amo1).nt of their expe~ditures, liabilities, &c., 
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a copy of which shall be filed in the office of the'Secretary 
of State. 

SEc. 16; Be itfurther enacted, That any of said compa­
nies accepting the grants of lands under this act, shall take 
the same with the conditions imposed and incumbrancea 
spGcified in this act, and shall in no event have any claim 
or recourse wh~tever upon the State of Iowa, for a misa.p­
plication of said grant, incumberallces or conditiolls in tMa 
act imposed. 

SEC. 17. This act shall take effect and be iil force from 
and after its publication in the Iowa Capital Report~r, and 
Iowa City Republican. 

ApPROVED, Jtily 14th, 1856. 

- I <:ertify that tlle f01'l'going act W-II8 published in the lor-a Capital Rt>por­
tel' and Iowa City Republic'an_on t11,e i6th day of July, IR56. 

GEO. W. MeCI.EARY. 
Srcl'erory of Stat.e., 

CHAPTER 2,-

COURT IN MUSCATINE. 

AN AcT to amend an act entitled an act fixing tlic boundaries of the scveral 
Judicial Distl'icts, and the time of holding Courts thcl'ein, approved. Janu-­
&ry 2~nd, 1853. 

RqM&l. SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Gcneral.As,semOly rif th~ 
, state of IO'IlJa, That so much of' section fiftcell of' the act spec­

ified in the title of this act, as reqnire~ one tehll of'the Dis­
!rict Court to be held in Muscatine conn~y,_ on the (tFourth 
Monday after the first Monday in April," he l'epenled, and 

Time of tel'm. that said court be and the same is herehy required to be 
held on the fourth Monday after fourth Monday in April. 

S 'ts t t SEC. 2. That no snits, pleas, indictmenls, pr()ce~s, or pro-
UI no 0 •. • .• • 

be discontin- ceedmgs, shall be quashed or dlscontmned IIl'COllsequenco 
!J.~orquash-of the change of times of holding the term of' court herein 

before referred to. ' 
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. SEC. 3. That this act take effect and be in force frOlD an4 Take eJfeet. 

after its publication in tlle Iowa Capital Reporter, and Iowa 
City Republican. 

ApPROv};D, July 12tH, 1.856. 

I cel-tify that the fort'going act was pf1blisht'd in theJowa Capit.al Reporto.r 
July 30th. and in the Iowa City Republican, August '1. 1856. 

GEO. W. McCLEARY. 
SCC\'c~ry . of St.atc . 

. " 

CHAPTER 3. 

SIXTH AND SEYENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. 

AN ACT to change the time of holding courts in the counties compl'ising the 
Sixth and Seventh Judiei~ Districts. 

SECTION 1. B'J it enae(ed by the Gl!ne'1'al A88embly qf tlw Terms. 

State qf I01.I)((" That the terms of'the District Court shall be 
held in tho countj· of Fremont on the first Mondays of March 
and Septeml)cr; in the county. of Page (In the third Mondays 
of March and SC'plcmher; in the. county' of Unton on the ". 
fi l\,f' I . r\ '1 dO b .. 1 fAd .. 6th District rst .luOnC rcys 111 J,.. prj an cto er; 111 t 10 county 0 all' .-
on the s('('ond )IOl~days of April and October; in the county 
of Guthrio oi) flw Thursday ~ftl'i.· the. second'lfondays in 
Ap!il and OcV)hel'; i(l the county of Audubon on the tllir(l 
Mombys of-April lHld October; in the county OfC,lSS on the 
fourth Mondays of April and October; in tIle county of" 
Adams on the sC'concl :Mondays of May find }fovember'; in 
the connty of :Montgomery on the tllird Mondays' in May 
and N oVl'llllwr; in the county of' 'Mills on t.he fom·thMon·.-, 
days of Feurc:l.J'Y and August; in the: county ofPo:tawatta- 7th Dietriet. 

mil' on the first lfondays in A,pril and October; in the 
count.y of H~l'rison on the firRt Mondays in ~ay arid No-'. 
vember; in the:',COUllty of Shelby on the second 110ndays in 
May and N ovl'm bel'; in. the> comity' of Monona on the third 
Monday in l\Iay and November; in the count.y ~f Wood-
bury on the fonrth Monday in May and Novembet·; and in 
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all other counties at Buch times and places 88 the Judge 
may appoint. 

SEC. 2. This act to be in force from and after its publi­
cation in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Council Blu1fa 
nugle. . 

ApPROVED, July 15th, 1856. , 
I certify that the foregoing act waB publisbed in the Iowa Capital Repor­

ter 011 the 6th day of Augul!t, and in the Council Bhdfa Bugle on tbe-­
----" 1866. 

GEO. W. MoCLEARY, 
Secretary of 8tate. 

CHAPTFR 4. 

STATE ROAD. 

AN t-m to re-Iocate a pelot of the State Road from the town of Primroee to 
. the City of Keokuk, in Lee County. 

L'ommiNIioul'r. SE(,'TION 1. B~ it enacted by the Gene'rat ;A888'111Jil;gqftM 
State Iowa, That Guy Wells, of the City of Keokuk, be aDd 
is hereby ~p'point.ed a Commissioner to re-Iocate and estab­
lish t4at part of the State road from PriIlU'ose to Keokuk, 

Rl'lo<'ation. cOlmnencing at a point where said road as now located, from 
Prim~e to Keokuk, crosses the main road from the town of 
Charleston to the town of Croton, in Lee county, and extend­
ing thence to the City of Keokuk, in Lee county. 

P01l't'n. SEC. 2., Said Commissioner shall haye the Same poweri 
and privileges and compensation, as are provided by chap­
t.er twenty of the laws passed at the last session of the Gen­

, (lral Assembly, for Commissioners to ~ocate the aforesaid 
road from Primrose to Keokuk. 

l'imt' to l'om- SEC. 3. Said Commissioner shall commence the rc-Ioca-
meRe'!. tiOll of the road mentioned in the first section of this act 

within three months from the first day of August next, and 
complete it wit~in'a reasonable time thereafter. 

Take t'6<'ct. SEC. 4. This act to be in force from a~d after i1:8 pub- -
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lication in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa City Re­
publican. 

APPROVED, July 15, 1856. 

I certify that the foregoing act waa published in the Iowa Capital Repor­
ter and Iowa City Republican, on the. 2Srd day of July, 18116. 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
Secretary of State. 

CHAPTER 5. 

RESURVEYING OF ROADS. 

All Af1r to authorize the joe.8urvey of certain highways in the county o( 
Clayton. 

• 

SECTION 1. 116 it 6'1uJdea 1Jy the General .A88embly of the 
State of Iowa, That t.he County Judge of Clayton be and Re.81lr'l'81· 

he is hereby authorized to, cause to be re-surveyed and 
plated all public high ways in said county, in all cases in Plak 

which he shall deem it necessary and expedient so to do, by 
reason of the lOBS or destruction of the field notes of the origi-
nal survey, or in cases of defective surveyor records, or in F· '-ld 

f h - 1 . f bl· h·} Ie no_ cases 0 suc numerous a teratlons 0 any pu IC Ig lway, 
since the originai survey, that its 10catio,Jil cannot be ,accu-
rately determined by the papers now on record in his office. 

SEC. 2. That a copy of the field notes together with aPlat and field 
1 f' h· h d d h ' .. f tho notes to be p at 0 any Ig way surveye un er t e prOVIsIOns 0 IS filed. 

act, shall be filed in d}e office of the COllnty Judge, and 
that t~ereupon the County Judge shan give public notice by 
publication in some newspaper published within the CO\ln-
ty, that such survey has been made, and that at some term Notioe. 

of the County Court, not less than twenty days from the date 
of such publication, he will, unless some good cause 'be 
BhOWll against so' doing, approve ofsucll survey and plat, 
and order them to be recorded, as in cases of the original 
establishment of a Imblic highway. In case objections shall 
be made by any peraon, claiming to be injured by the Sur.. InJ.".. 
vey made, the County Judge shall have full power to hear 

4 -
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and determine upon the' matter; and may, if deemed advi&­
a~le, order a change to be made in the survey. Upon ~e 
final determination of the County Judge, or in cose no ob­
jection shall be made at the tenn of the court named in the 
said notice to the suryc,Y, he shall approve of the same, and 
cause tIle field nOkls and plat of the highway to be recorded, 
as in cases of the establishment or alteration of highways, 
and thereafter such record shall be recciyed by all courts M 

conclusiye proof of the establishment 'and exis~ence of such 
highway, according to such survey and plat. 

SEC: 3_ This aet shall be in force from and after its pub­
licafion, at the, expellse of'the county of Clayton, in The El­
karle}' Tribune and Olayton Cou~lI.y Herald. 

A)'PROVED, July 14th, 1856. ' 

CHAPTER 6. 

STATE ROAD.' 

AN ACT to loeato a State Rond fl'om Bear Grove'to the Missouri River. 

SECTI01i 1. Be it enacted by tll.e General AS8e1nUy of tM 
State of .Iowa, That Daniel Brown, of liarriF.on county, 
Thom:!s Seely, of' Guthrie county, and ,Toseph Hill of Potta­
wat~m!rie county, be and they are hereby ap}loiJ1~ed Com­
mis,;iollcrs to locate a S~a:e Road, as follows: Beginning lit 

, the jUllction of the State Ro:u-ls rUBning' w('s~ fl'~lU Adel, in 
DalL:;, Connty, anu Panora, in,Guthrie eonn~y (at Bear 
Grove, in Guthrie coun·y,)- thellce on the most liracticable 
rou:o to the town of Cincinnati, in n~rrison county_ 
, Sm. 2. The s'Lid Commissioners or a 111 'j r.r:~y of them 
shaH ,li13ct at the house of'Thomas Seely, in Guthrie county, 
on the fil'st day of September next, . or ,wUlln six months 
there~ ftCI'. 

Sec. 3. This act t~ take effect from and after its publi­
cation in the Council Bluffs' Bugle and Council Bluff. 
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Chronotype, the expenses of said publication to be paid by 
the. counties thloOllgh which the road is to run. 

APPROVED, ,Jll1y15t.h, 1856. . 

CHAPTER 7. 

STATE ROAD. 

A.N ACT to establish a ~tate Road in the counties oCMonroeand Wayne. 

1t 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Gene:ral Assembly of the Commm-­

State of Iowa, That Joseph B. Teas, John Walker, and el'll. 

James .Finley, of Monroe county; arc hereby appointed com­
inissioners to locn~e and establish a State Road, commencing 
at Forest Grove, in Monroe county, thence by way of Bre- F t G 

" OrM Tro •• 
m~n and John 'Valker'sFord, Oil South Cedar Creek, in to 

Monroe county, and thence to Corydon, the COll~l~y seat of COrydOD. 

Wayne county. 8ai.d road to be'located on county roads 
mnning hciweell the ,several points aforesaid, it~ in the j udg-
:ment of the COlllHliiiSioncrtl, the same can be dOlle, Laying 
,due reg&rd to the inten'st of the State, and the people r,'sid-
:ing ·011 the J'Uutt:. 

SEC. 2. That the'c(.mmissioners above appoin~el1 to locate Time an..'l: 
'd I . .. f I l- 11 fl' i' L place (If 

18a! rOU(, '01' a mn.tlill'lty 0 t Wfl), 8 la llleet O~l "C' IrS. m('eti~~ 

Monday of St'ptl~lll);~r next, or within 8ix~y tlr..ys thereat:' 
ter, at 1he.first mcnioned point, and takillg 10 their l'e:;:8t-

;ance a 8urn'yo .. :!ud the neccs8ary chainmen u1!d markers, 
.alld afLer hr.vil!g hecn swot'll to the f'aitM'nl diselu~rgc of 
their duties rl'i'.i,;:c~iyc1y, shull proceed to peritmn 11:e S:llne 
. according t~) b·'\-. ' 

Sec. 3. -TIre '<!ommissionerE', surveyor, and ht.nds to be l'.)'~ 
paid as pI'ovickd hy law in such cases, made and pl'O'dded: 
but the Sta~e so all llO~ be liable for anypal't of the expenses 
;incurred in td.tQ- location of said road.. 
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Tet ... ect. SEC. 4:. This act shall take e1f'ect from and after its publica-
tion in the Iowa City Republican, published in Iowa City. 

APPROVED, July 15th, 1856. . 

I eertify that the foregoinl{ act W&I pubHahed in the Iowa· Capital Repor­
ter on the 2Srd. of July, and In the Iowa City Republican on the 24th day of 
luly, A. D., 1856. GEO. W. McCLEARY, 

Secretary of Stak. 

CHAPTER 8. 

STATE ROAD. 

AN ACT to establish a certain State road therein narned. 

~Oll' SECTION 1. Be it enacted by tM Generol.A.88embly 0/ eA. 
... State of Iowa, That Samuel Robb, of the county of Jeffer­

lion, Ueuben Miers, ofthe county of Wapello, audJefferson 
Early, of the county of'Davis, be and they a.re hereby ap­
pointed Commissioners to locate a State Road, co,-nmencing 
at Bloomfield, Davis county, and mnning on the nearest 

Bloor:,aeld and mot;t practicable route, by way of Ashland, Wapell() 
IYohlllDd. county, thence to Batavia and Brookville, in Je1l'erson 

county, thence to Richland, in Keokuk county. 
SEC. 2. The Commissioners above appointed, or a ma-

. jority of them, shall meet on the first Monday in Septem-
~mo~ ~ne~t. her, or within three months thereafter, at Ashland, Wapell() 

illl· county, and take to their assistance a surveyor and neces­
sary chainmen, and after having been sworn to the faithful 
discharge of their respective duties, shall proceed to locate 
said road according to law. 

!\tate to pay SEC. 3. Said Commissioners Jl.nd hands shall be paid &II 

110 a:pell.8('. provided by' law; but the State shall in no case be held to 
pay any part of' the expenses incurred in locating said road. 

Take "oct. SEC. 4. This act to be in force after its publication in 
the Iowa Capital Reporter and Republican. 

ApPROVED, July 14th, 1856. 

I certify that the IOI'cgoing act W&I published in the Iowa Capital Re~r­
ter and Republican on the 28rd 01 July, A. n, 185g, 

. GEO. W. )loCLEARY, 
Secretary of Sta ... 
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CHAPTER 9. 

STATE ROAD. 

AN ACl'to locate a State road from Glenwood, MilIa county, to Quincy, 
in Adams county. ' 

13 

SEC. 1. Be it tmacted 1Yy the G8'M1'al A.s8errWly of the CommiMioa., 

State 0/ Iowa, That David H. Solomon, of' Mills connty, em 

Amos C. Lowe, of ;Montgomery county, and John R. Ca.lvin, 
of Adams cou!lt.y, be 8J.ld they Me hereby appointed Com­
missioners, to 10cate a State roa~, beginriing at Glenwood 
in the county of Mills, thence easterly by the nearest and 
best route,'by Frankford, in Montgomery county, to Quin-
cy, in Adams county. 

SEC. 2. 'That the Commissioners thus· appointed shalf on Time aDd , 
place of 

the first Tuesday of October, OIt within thhty days thereaf- meetinc. 
ter, meet at Glenwood, and' after taking with them the ne-
cessary assistants and being duly qualified proceed to the 
discharge of their duty. , , 

SEC. 3. The coo:unissioners, surveyor and assistants above How paid. 

specified shall receive pay for their services in establishing 
said road in accordance with the- provision of law in 8uch 
{l88e made and provided. , 

SEc. 4. This' act shall take effect and be in force from Take .... ~. 
and after its publication in the Glenwood Weekly Times. 

ApPROVED, July 15th, 1856. 

, I certify that the foregoing act was published in the Glenwood Weeki, 
Tim~, 011 the 24th day of July, A. D. 1866. 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
Secretary of State. 
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CHAPTER 10. 

STATE ROAD. 

AN A(,"!' to locate a State Road from Sidney, Fremont county, Iowa, ~ 
Glenwood, in Milia C!ollnty. 

SECTION 1. Be it enact.ed. by tlte General A880nbly of the 
State of Iowa, That Benjamin Rector, ofl·'remout county, 
WIn. C. Means, of Montgomery county, ~1.lI<l ,Jalll(>,; M. Dews, 
of Mills county, be and are herehy appoill~(>(l Commission­
ers to locate a State Road, bt'gillning' on the State Road 
running' north from Sidney to Council nInIl"":, at a point 
near the farm of' Augustl~s Borcher, north of Sillncy; thence 
north to the farm of 'Villiam P. Marlin; lht'llc~~ north wes­
terly on t.ho nC:lrest and best route to Tal)or, and from 
thence to Glenwood, Mills county, St:1~e of Iowa.' 

SEC. 2. That the Commissioner,.; thufl Hjljlt'intcd shall on 
the first Tue"day of September, A. D., U:51i, or within thir­
ty d~!y8 thL'r;.'nf[er, with the nect'l',;ary us,.;j·;,-:m:::;, meet at the 
Court House, in Sidney, and after hoing dill.r qualified, pro­
ceed to discharge their duty. 

SEC. 3. The -Commist:;ioner8, surveyors and assistants 
above specified shan receive pay for tlH~ir r'l'rvices in estab~ 
lishing t:;aid road, in accordance with the pr()vi,.;iolls of law in 
such eases made and provided. 

SEC. 4. This act sh;U take 'effect and be in' force from 
and after its publication in the Glenwood -Weckly Timea 
and Iowa Capitol Reporter without expense to the State. 

ApPROVED, July 15, 1856. 

Published in the Iowa Capital 1,Wporter, July 30, and Glenwood Weekly 
Timcs, July --, A. D., 1856, GEO. W. :McCLEARY, 

Secrctary of State. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

STATE ROAD • 

... 
AN ACT to· locate and establish a certain State Road. 

~ 
, SECTION 1. Be it, en.acted lnJ the Gene7'Ol- A88embly rif tlw . . 

. State rif Iowa, That John F. Joice, Pleasant Chitwood, and c:_" 
Jacob 'Valker, of'the c,ounty of' Boone, be and tIrey are ' 
hereby appointed Oommi~~ioners to locate a State Road 
from the town of' :l\Iarshnll, in Marshall county, via N evada~ 
in Story COlUlty, Boonsboro, in Baone county, and Jdfer- Marshan 

eon, in Greene, county, to Be~vidiE:~r and Ashton, in Monona Aah~D.. 
county; 

SEC. 2. That Henry B. Martin, of'Webster coun~y, and Co .. 
. • mmll!8l0D' 

Cornelius Beal and E. J. Bowman, of Boone conn1y, he and ers. 

they arc herehy appointed Comms88ioners to locf:.tc and es-
tablish a'H~ate l'OP.lI; from Fort Dodg~, via the coun~y seat Fort Dodge to 

of Calhoun county, the county scat of Carroll county, andCouncilBluBiL 
Shelbyville, in.Shelby cOl1nty, to Council Bluffs. 

SF£. 3. Thilt the Commissioners ,above appointc:l 'on 
each separate rO:1,<1, 01' a,majority of them, slutllmect at the 
first point men~iollcd on encft of said roads, or at fo:llch o:her 
points as may he hy them agreed upon, on the, 15th day of 
August, 1856, or wi!hin three months thereafter, and taking 
to their aid the n:.lc('sf:ary assistants, proceed to locate said 
foads according t9 law, first being duly sworn. 

Meet. 

Place. 

Time. 

Assistant.. 

sworn. 

SEC, 4. The Oommil,:sioncrs, surveyor and hands on said P 
roads, to be paid us now provided hy law; P'I'(Y/)ided, that ay. 

the Stat~ 8h211 in 110 case incur' any part of the expense State aempi. 

growing out of the location or establishment of' the' same. 
,SEC. 5., This act to take effect and be in force from and Take e/feet . 

• r its passage. 
ApPROvtD, July 14th, 1856., 
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CHAPTER1i. 

STATE ROAD. 

AN ACJr to locate a State Road from a point near l>ewitt to Polton GroM 

• .' SE:cTION 1. Be it enacted by the Gener'al AS8emoZy of tlu o::,won- State oj IO'IIJa, That John F. llomer, William Campbell 
and John Ro~b, he and they are hereby appointed Com­
missionera to locate a State Road from the east line @f 
township number eighty-one (81) north, of range three (3) 
east of the 5th principal meridian, in Clinton county, and 
commencing at a point eighty (80) l'ods north of the half 
section line of'section number thirteen (13) on said town-

DeWitt to ship line of section (16) in said township, thence by the most 
POtiton'.Gro'e. direct and favorable route to Clamshell ford, across the 

Wapsepinican river, thence by the best and shortest line to 
Poston's Grove, so as to intersect at sahl Grove a Territorial 
roa.d from Camanche to Iowa City, located according to the 
provisions of an act of' the Territorial Legislature, approved 
January 7th, 1841. 

V_ted. 
SEC. 2. Be itfwrth61' enacted, That so much of the Ter-

ritorial road mentioned in the preceding section as lies within 
the said east line .9f'township eighty-one, range three (3) eut 
and Poston's ~foresaid, be and is hereby declared vacated 
from and after the taking effect of this·act. 

Tbne&'place SEC. 3. The said· Commissioners, or it majority of them, 
of shall meet on the first'Monday of .August next, or within 

meeting. 
sixty days thereafter, at the court house in Dewitt, ahd ap-
point a surveyor and qualify, and proceed to survey·and l0-
cate said road, and discharge their dnties according to law;.but, 
if any' of the'said Commissioners die or refuse to serve, the 
County Ju.dge of said county of' Clinton shall appoint othel'll 

T_o1· in their place forthwith, and they shall proceed to locatAt 
JlIdae appointsaid road, and receive such compensation as is provided by 

law, and the County Judge of.said county, upon the retura 
of said Commissioners that they have located said road an~ 
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discharged their duties 88 the law directa in sllch cases, shall 
issue his warrant upon the county treasurer of said county 
in favor of said Commissioners and surveyor for the amount 
that may be due them 88 their fees in making the survey PaJ'. 

and location of said road, and the State shall pay no part of 
, .-

said expenses. ' 

17 

SEC. 4. This act to take effect from and after ita publi-Take eIJHt. 

cation in the RepUblican, at Iowa City, and in the Dewitt 
Clintonian, of Clinton county. 

ApPROVED, .;ruly 15th, 1856. 
I certify that the foregoing act " .. published in the Iowa City Republie&ll 

OIl the 2~rd of July, and in the Dewitt Clintonian on the 13th day of Aug. 
1866. 

GEO. vr. lIoCLEARY, 
Secretary of State. 

CHAPTER 13. 

ROAD • 

.AN AfJr to extend the time of lucatiDg the State Road. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted 'by the (}erumil.A886'fII1Wy of tAe'l'ime oUlli, 
8to;te of Iowa, That the time for locating a State Road from ed. 

Centerville to Ottumwa, approved January 24th, 1855, be 
extended to January 1st, 1857. 

SEC. 2. This act to take effect from and at\er ita publi-Tate .... ~ 
~tion in the Iowa City Republican and Reporter, in Iowa 
City, without expense to the State. 

APPROVED, July 15th, 1856. 

I certify that the foregoing act " .. published in the Reporter,. July ao 
-.I Iowa City Republiean. Auguat 6, 18116. • 

6 

GEO. W.lIoCLEARY. ' 
Secretary or State. 
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CHAPTER 14 . . ' 
FORT MADISON. 

AN ACT to amend aeetion 'il-at of an act to amend the charter oCthe town or 
Ft.1I1adiaon. ~ppro~¢, January 22nd, 1866. 

Amendment. SECTION 1. Be it enacted 7Yy tl,te Oeneral.A88emhly of tlw 
State of Iowa, That section first of the act to amend the 
charter oft1;l,e to~ of Fort Madison, passed January 22nd, 
1855, be amended so as to read: That the Mayor and Alder­
men s1aall, on or before the' fourth Monday in August, in 

Per' eent. ca~h and every year, determine the per centum to be levied 
upon taxa,ble property within said town, instead of' the sec­
ond Monda~ ~n June as provided for in said bill. 

~al. SEC. 2. That so much of the law 88' con1licts with thia 
amendment b~ and is hereby r~pealed. 

'.(ake effect. SEC. 3. This act shall take effect and ,be in force from 
and after its publication in the Iowa Capital Reporter and 
FoJ.i ¥adison Plaindealer. 

~PPROVED, July 12th, 1856. 

r ce~ ~at the foregoing,act was published in tqe Iowa Capital Repor-
ter, ~uly, 23rd" ana, Fort, ~adi80n Plai,nde~i~l', Juiy 26th, 1856. ' 

, .' GEO. W., McCLEARY, 
5lecretal'y of State. 

CHAPTER 15. 

MOUNT PLEASANT CITY. 

AN ACT to incorporate the City of Mount Pleasant. 

~EOTION 1. Be it enacted 7Yy eM Oeneral.A88embly of tlu 
&au of Iowa, That the inhabItants in the towp. of Mt. Plea­
~ant, in the county of Henry, State of Iowa, be and tltQy aN 

l?-~reb~ cOD8titu~ed, (I. bod~ ~on.tic. ~d corporate, and, inYest-" 
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ed with all the powers and attributes of a municipal corpo­
ration, by the name and style of the City of Mount PleB8&llt, 
and by that name shall have perpetual succession, and may 
have and use a common seal, which they may alter at plea-

1. 

IIUN. That all that tract of land laying ip township seventY-Boundari .. 
one nortb, range six west, in the county of Henry, as set 
forth and platted on a map, published, A. D., 11356, by Mc-
Bride, Waite & Co., and such other additions as are now or 
hereafter made, shall be-t1J.e limits of the boundaries of said Additu-. 

City . 
SEC. 2. The Legislative authority of the City is vestedLeg18h' la~n . C't! C -I -, f"lr d AId aut onty. III a llty ouncl, consISting 0 a .w.ayor all seven er-

men; P't'O'lJided, That whenever the population of the City 
IlPall ~owit to tour th,ousand .in4ahitants, the Counci~ may 
proceed to divide .the City into wards, not less than three in Watdil_ 

~umbei', giving to each w;ard not lcss tha~ tlu-~c .AJdermen~ 
providing also the time and placc, and manner. of &'lding· 
eJections in tlle several ward:'t, making the same known: 
through proclamation by the Mayor. . 

SEC. 3. Any pCl'J;on w:110 shll.1l be a legal votcr. in the Citizellllhip. 

county of IIenry,·and who shall have been a rCl:!ident ot'the 
(i}ity iliree months, and ot'the ward in which he offers his 
vpte ten dayl:!, next preceding.the election, is declared a cit- .. 
. f' 'd n' d' ·tl d 11 I' I VlOie~. lz~n 0 10m '--tty, an .IS en~ e to vote at a e ectlOns t lere-· 
of. ~ p~r80n offering ~o vote lllay ?e cl1all~n.ged as in ot?crChlllleJIge. 
elections m the townshIp, and an oath adnumlitered to hUll, 
iIJ- like manner, naming the qualifications herein prescribed. 

SEC, 4. The City election shall be conducted in a manner L'leetiOllll. 
fI.!!l similar to that in whi.ch the towllship electiollS are con-' . 
ducte<-l, as tlle nature of the case will permit, having at least 

. one clerk and tWj) j1:J.dgef'!, and in all onses'the polls are to 
be opened by ten o'clock, A. M., anii not to clol:!e bt'forQ fOUl' 
o:clock, p, lI. 

SEC. 5. No person shall be eligible to any elective offil:;e Eligible to .f­
mentioned in. this. act, mlle()S he be a legal voter of the City, fict', 

and a l't>t:;ident thereof for .one year next. preceding hit:! elec-
tion. . 

SIlO, 6, That the qualified electors of said City shall on Election of ci­

the first Monday of March, A. D., 1857, and annually OR ty ollieel'l. 
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the same day thereafter,' elect a Mayor and Board of Al­
dermen, a Recorder, Marshal, Asses80r and Treasurer, who 

Fh'St clectiln. shall hold their offices for one year, and until their succes­
sors are elected and qualified; Pruvided, That upon the 
taking effect of this charter, the present Mayor of said City 
shall issue his proclamation .calling a special election, by 
giving eight days' notice thereof, for the election of the 
aforeaaid Mayor and Board of Aldermen, who shall hold 

" u their offices until the first Monday in March, A. D., 1857, 
City Couc. d il h . I d d alified. The an unt t eIr successors are e ecte an qu 

quorum. 

Mayor and Aldermen when elected and aBfIembled together, 
duly organized, shali constitute the City Council, a majority 
or whom shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. There shall also be elected one 

J~~~::.ofthe Justice of the Peace each year, who shall hold his office for 
the term of two years. 

Qualification SEC. 1. Each of the officers of the City shall take and 
~r o8icers. subscribe an oath faithfully to discharge the duties of his 

office, and ~hall also give such bond and security as rihall 
be required by the Conncil. The oaUt of office may be ad­

'''ho may ad- ministered by the Mayor, or Recorder, when qualified, and 
IniDi8teroathsin the transaction of the business of the corporation, those 

officers and the President for the time being, may adminis-

l'"oweJ'S of 
Mayor. 

Appeal .. 

ter oaths, which shall have the same effect as if administered 
by other officers authorized thereto., 

SEC. 8. The Mayor shan be a conservator of the peace 
within the City, and ex-officio a justice of the peace, and is 
vested with fnll jurisdiction for the violation of the ordinan­
ces and by-laws of the City, and with criminal jurisdiction 
of offences against the laws of the State, committed within the 
city, and with civil jurisdiction limited to the'city, in the same 
manner as that of a justice of the peace is, or may be limited 
to their township. He shall not be disqualified from acting in 
any such judicial capacity by any proceedings being in th8 
name of or on behalf of the City of Mt. Pleasant. Appeale 
to the District Court in the lame connty, shall be allowed 
from the judgment and decision of the Mayor bt the same 
casell, time and m8Jlll.er, as may ·at any time be allowed by 
law from the Jll8tice'. Coun, and they Bhall be tried. in the 
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.ame manner. He shall be entitled to demand and receive 
the r.ame fees 8.8 a:e allowed by law to justices of the peace, Fees. 

and in all cases of sickness, absence, or inability of the Ma­
yor to act, any justice of the peace within said city shall 
have judicial jurisdiction co-extensive in all cases with the 
Mayor. 

21 

Sm. 9. And it shall also be the duty of the Mayor to Duty of Kay· 
'800 that the laws and ordinaJlces of the city are executed, or. 
and their violation punished, to superintend and direct the 
official conduct of the subordinate officers, to sign and seal, 
(if a seal be used) all commissions, licenses and permits, 
granted by the City Council, and to perf'ol1ll such dutiea 
and exercise such powers 88 pertain to the office of Mayor 
of a City, and such as may be granted or imposed by the 
ordinances of the city, consistent with law. He shall be 
the President of the City Council when present, and shall ~:~~il.ia 
give the casting vote when there is a tie; and in his absence 
the Council may appoint a President for the time being, 
from their own number, who shall have authority to sign President rIO 

-Qrdinances and orders on the Treasurer, and to do all,other tern. 

things pertaining to the office of Mayor, except to act as . 
justice of the peace. 

SEC. 10. The Council shall be judge of the qualificationsP~W'ers of.Ci-
f th I · f . b d II th . tv Counell. o e e ectlOn 0 Its own mem ers, an a 0 er CIty • 

officers. It may determine the rules of its own proceedings, 
and may hold meetings as it sees fit, having stated times 
fixed by ordinance. It may also prescribe the manner of Meet in"". 
calling special meetings and compel the attendance of its 
memhers, in a Buch a manner and by such penalties, as it 
may adopt, and shall cause a record of itS proceedings to be 
kept by the Recorder. 

SEC. 11. The City Council shall provide well bound Boo:'~. 
books for their own use, and for the use' Qf their officers un-
der this charter. They shall cause the Recorder to keep a 
journal of the proceedings of their meetings, which shall be 
signed by him, and the presiding officer of each meeting. JOllrnai, 
He shall also keep a record of the returns of the Mp.rshtV'R~qrd1()flob,". 
m which he shall record the number of lot;piece of' gl!Ound, 
or delCl'iption of land Qr frofertr SQl~ bl hiJll fQt taxei· dueSoJ,d for tUeL_ 
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on assessment, the amount for which it was sold, the time 
when sold, tIle purchaser's name, and time of redcmption, 
when redeemed, for w11at amount, and the person to whom, 
when deeded; and said Marshal shall so make his return of 
the tax list of each year, as to enable said Recorder to state 
tile abo~e facts in said delinqu~nt tax book; a book to record 

Reeordfof 1'('· the acts and reports of the Street CommiBsioners, also an 
porta 0 stJ'eet • 
l:ommioJSioncl'. order book, statmg tlle amount allowed each person out of 

the Oity TreaRury; the name of the person to whom allow­
ed, when and by whom dr&wn; they flball also provide the 

Record of Mayor with a record or docket hook in which he shall re-
lIayor. cord all the proceedings had before him as such Mayor, for 

the violation of ordinances, his judgments, and the reports 
required to be made hy him as such Mayor, and justice or 

Puhlic. the p~ace. All books, thus providecl for, shall be open for 
the inspection of the inbabitants of said cit.y, at all reasona­
ble hours, free of expellse, tax or fee. 

A,(\tions, &:c. SEC. 12. All suitK, actions and prosecutions instituted. 
nllt to abate. 

cobimenced or brought by the corporation hm·eby created. 
shall be instituted, commenced and prosecuted in the name 
of the City of:M:t. Pleasant, and cases of warrants, the same 
may be issued for the violations of' ordinancef.'., by laws, mIca 
and regulations of' said City, without being predicated or 
based upon affidavit. 

()It"ellce.J. SEC. 13. The Oity Oouncil shall have power to provide 
for the punishment of offenders by imprisonment in the 
cOlmty jail, or work I1011se, or city prison, in all cases whero 
slfch oftEmders shall refuse to pay the fines and fOlfeiturefl, 
which may be adjudged against them, and the Oity Ooullcil 
may also make further provisions by ordinances, for all such 
offenders to work out the fine and costs of' prosecution on 
the streets, alleys, or public works of said city. 

Ol·dinl\nc~ SEC. 14. The Oity Oouncil is invested with authority to 
make ordinances to secure the inhabitants against fire, against 
violations oflaw, and the public peace, to suppress riotB, 

.000 order. gambling, drullk~nness, indecent and disorderly conduct; toO 
punish lewd belllivior in public places, to suppress disorder- "'1 

11 houses, and generally to provide fur the safety, plOSperi-
ty and good oruer of the cit]; to make regu1ation",and laws, 
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to prevent the introduction of contagious dise$le8 into the 
city, and to enforce the Bame within t;hree miles of the city ; 
to establish hospitals, and to makc regulations for the go~ 
6l'IllD.ent of the same; to declare what s~ll be a iiuisim'Ce, 
and to prevent, remove or abate the same; to tax dogs, or Tu dogs. 

prevent them from running at large in the city'; to open, 
alter, abolish, widen, extend, estahlish, grade, pave, or other- StfiOCt8 and 
wise improve and keep in repair streets, avenues, lanes and alleys. 

alleys; to provide for the lighting the streets; t.o establish, Light. 

8Uppt>rt and regulate night watches and the police of thePoli~('. 
city; to erect market houses and places, and provide for the ?Ial'ht hou­
government of the same; to provide all needful buildings 8('8. 

for the use of the city; to improve and regulate all public 
grounds belonging to the city; to'regulate or prohibit the 
erection of wooden buildings, on any block, or half block in Buildin~ 
the city, where the same is shown to be necessary for the 
safety of the property of the inhabitants of the city; to fix 
'the compensation of all city officers, and regulate the fees of' 
• • .1 h d d 1 h' Feell. Jurors, WItnesses·, anu ot ers ren ere necessary um er.t IS 
act, or any ordinances which may be adopted; to license, Lieenee. 
tax, and regulate auctioneers, transient merchants, hawkers, 
pedlars and· pawn brokers; to license, tax ancI regulate 
hackney carriages, wagons, carts and drays, and fix the rate 
to be charged for' carriage of persons, and for the wagonage, 
cartage and drayage of property; to license and regulate 
porters, and fix the rate of porterage; to license, tax, pro-
hibit, or regulate all theatrical exhibitions, and public 
ahows, and all exhibitions whatever, where admission is ob- Show~_ 
talned on the payment of money or other reward; to 1Iegu-
late the storage of gun powder, and other combustIble ma-Gun pow.kl'. 

terials; to reb"lllate partition fences aBd walls in commo~, 
not otherWise regulated hy law; to establish and regulate 'WeightR and 
weights and measures, to be used in the city, not otherwise MC1L8ur .. 

provided by law; to provide for the inspection and mea- I t' 
nspl'c loa. 

aurement of lumber and other building materials, and for 
the measurement of all kinds of mechanical work; to pro-
vide for the inspection and weighing of hay, .the measuring 
ef coal, wood and other fuel used in the city; to prohibit 
.the discharge of fire-arm, and other :fu,-~-works, and tJle rae-

t . 

Digitized by Coogle 



Fi.~. 

A_r. 

LAWS OF IOWA. 

ing, immoderate running, or driving of ho1'8e8; to impose 
fines, forfeitures and penalties for the breach of any ordi­
nance, not exceeding one hundred dollars, and imprison-
ment not exceeding fifty days in the county jan, work-ho1l8e 
or city prison, and provide for the recovery, and appropria­
tion of such fines and forfeitures. 

SEC. 15. The City Council shall have power an$! author­
ity to levy and collect taxes upon all taxable property, real, 
personal and mixed, within the city, not exceeding three 
mills on the dollar in anyone year, which value may be II&­

certained and assessment made either direct or by duplicate 
from the township assessment,. by the Assessor, or !'lome 
competent person authorized by the COlmcil; adding there­
to any omitted or additional taxable property in the city, at 
the time the 8S8essm~nt is made; to provide by ordinance 
when such assessment shall be made, and the rate thereof. 
The City Council shall have power to correct or equalize 
any erroneous or injudicious assessment. Itshall be the duty 
of the Assessor or person acting as such to return such assess-
ment list to the city recorder, who shall make ~)Ut and deliver 
to the collector of said city a copy of said assessment, which 
said copy shall be sealed with the common seai of the city, 
(if one is u~ed) with a warrant, for the collection of the taxes 
so assessed, signed by the Mayor and Recorder of said city, 
The Marshal, or such competent person as th~ City Council 

Collection of shall appoint of record, shall be the collector of all taxes SO 

taxes. assessed, and shall, upon receiving a copy of such assess­
ment·and warrant as aforesaid, make personal demand of 
overy resident charged with tax, if to be found within said 
city, and shall give, at least, one publication in some new&­
paper printed in the city (if there be one,) and if not, to post 
three notices in three of the most public places in the city, 
that if the taxes are not· paid within twenty days there8.fter 

··Ial~. 
the same will be collected by sale of property of delin­
quents. At the expiration of which twenty days, said ·colloo­
tor may, and is hereby authorized, by distress and sale of per­
IIOnal property of such delinquent or delillquenta, 88 consta­
bles on execution, to collect said taxes, or he may after 
the expiration of said twenty days, if said tax shall remain 
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unpaid, give notice. by publication in one of the newspapers 
published in said city, four consecutive weeks, stating the 
amonnt of said tax, cost and printer's fee, and the number 
af the lot, or the description of' the piece of land or proper­
ty on which,the same are due, and the owner's name, if 
known; and that the said lot, piece of land, or property will 
be sold on the day and at the place mentioned in said no­
tice, unless payment be made of the taxes, costs, and prin­
ter's fee, on or before said day of sale, and if such payment 
Mould not be made according to said notice, then said col­
lector shall proceed and sell the same in accordance with 
said notice, for said amount due, to the bidder who will 
take the least quantity of the lot, or piece of land, or pro­
perty, off' from the side which said Collector shall designate, 
or the whole, if no bid for a less quantity, and he shall·give 
to the purchaser thereof a certificate, stating the dellcription Certifieatt. 

of the piece ofland, or the number of the lot, or portion 
thereof, or the property purchased, and price paid therefor, 
and the day of sale; and if the owner or claimant shall not 
redeem the same by paying the amount for which the same Redemptioa •. 

was sold, together with fifty per cent.. per -annum, to the 
purchaser, or to t.he City Treasurer for said purchaser's ben-
efi.t, said purchaser, or his heirs or assigns shall be entitled 
to a deed therefor, and the Mayor of said city shall on de- Deed. 

mand and the presentation of said certificate make, execute, 
and deliver to the holder or owner of each certificate, a deed 
for said property in said certificate mentioned, which, when 
acknowledged, or proven and recorded as other deeds are 
acknowledged and proven, shall be good and valid in law 
and equity, to pass a valid title to such lot, piece' of' lot, 
ground or property, and shall be prima facia evidence in all 
courts, that all things have been complied with, nor shall 
the same ever be enquired into until the amount for which 
sajd property or real estate, together with the interest afore-
said, shall have been tendered to the holder thereof, or de-

. posited in the City Treasury for their ben.efit 
1-/ 

SEC. 16. The City Council have the control of the streetsStrel'u. alleyl 
and alleya, 8lld the public grounds of the City of Mt. Plea- and publi. 

1&111, and may ca1l8e the Bide walks to be paved or repaired, grolUlda. 

6 
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the streets and alleys, to be graded, paved or McAdamized, 
and to that end it may require the owners of lots adjoilling 
to which it is to be done, to pave, 'repair, or McAdamize 
one half of the street's width contiguous to their :respective 
lots, or the same may be done by the city, and expense 88-

sessed on the owners of the contiguous lots, which shall 
have the effect of a special tax levied on their property, 
and the same may be Bold by the Collector in the same 
mahner as personal and real property may be sold in the 
foregoing section. 

SEC. 11. The city Council is invested with authority to 
borrow money, for any purpose not exceeding 100,000 dol­
lars, and pledge ~he faith of the city for the payment there­
of; Provided, the question of borrowing be first submitt@d 
to the legal voters of' the eity, and two-thirds of all the vote8 
cast shall be in favor of said, loan, and upon a decision thu8 
made in favor of any such loan, the Ci ty Council will be autho­
rized to make an additional tax not exceeding three mills on 
th,e dollar, alid to provide the meaus to pay any indebted­
ness, created by virtue of the authority granted in this sec­
tion. 

S1I;0. 18. The Marshal shall be a conservator of the 
"1· peace, and executive officer of the :Mayor's eourt, and shall 

execute and retul'Il all process directed to him by the May­
or or any justice of'the peace, in said city, and in cases for 
the violation of the city ordinances, an~ of the criminallawll 
of'the State, Inay execute the same in' ally part of' the coun­
ty; and he shall, have the same authority within the dty to 
quell riots and disturbances, prevent crimes and to arrest 
offenders, that the Sheriff has within his county, and may 
in the same cases and under the ",ame penalties require the 
aid of'tho citizens, and to further perform all duties impos­
ed by 1JJ.e Council, appoint one or more 'deputies, and du­
charge them, ~nd he shall be responsible for their doings 
when'acting officially. For the se'rvice oflegal process he 
akall be entitled to the same. fees as a eonstable, and for 
services reqtJired by the Council such compensation as is 
JUay allow. He may exercise the duties' of constable in 
Centre township. 
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SEC. 19. In all elections for city officers, the Mayor shall Proclamation 

issue a proclamation to the voters of the city, or to the sev- of electioD. 

eral wards, as the case may require, naming the .time and . 
place for each election, and the officers to be elected, and 
cause a copy to be posted up in three of the most public 
places in the city, or published in some newspaper printed 
in the city, at least ten days previous to such election. 
Within two days after the election, the j ndges of the elec-
tion shall make l'eturn to the board of the Cit.y Council, 
who shall .examine them at their next meeting, and cause 
an abstract of the votes to be recorded, and direct the Re-
corder to inform the persons elected of their election. 

S}:c. 20. No membe!' of the City Council shall be eligi-AI~e!'Illen iD­
hIe to any office within the gift of the City Council, during elIgible. 
the term tor which he is elected, nor shall he be interested 
directly or indirectly in the profits of any contract or job of 
work, or service to be perfonned, and a violation of this 
section shall work a vacancy in fiuch office. 

SEC. 21. Ordinances passed by the City Council, shallPubl~catioD of 

b . db} M d d b h Rd· d ordmanp.OI. e slgne y t le . ayor an atteste y t e ecor er, an 
before ~hey take effect, be published in one or more news-
papers printed in the city, and a cdpy shall be preserved 
in a book kept for that purpose. 

SEC. 22. The said city of Mt. Pleasant shall constitute Road di~triAot. 
one road district, and the City Council shall have power, 
in addition to the taxes otherwise authorizeu, to levy road 
taxes, not exceeding the amount allowed by law to be lev-
ied by the county court for like purpose;.;, and they may 
provide for the payment and colleetiol! of the same, in the 
same manner, as thai provided tor the collection of county 
road taxes, or in the manner other city taxes are collected. 
They may also direct in what manner snch taxes shall be 
expended on the streets and alleys of said city, and all per-
sons and property rightfully taxed within said city, in RC-

oordance with this section, shall thereby be exempt ii'om all 
taxes to that extent for roads to the county; and the city 
Council is hereby invested with full power and authority to 
receive from the county treasurer all road revenue belong-
ing to the city, and receipt for the same, which shall be tli" 
tl'ea8urer's voucher. 
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lub 04eera. SEC. 23. The City Council may appoint in such manner 
88 it determines, and during its pleasure, IiItreet commission­
ers, a clerk of the market, city surveyor, health officers, and 
such other officers as it deems advisable, and may prescribe 
their duties, powers and qualifications, and may prescribe 
for the election of' such officers by the citizens.' When a 
vacancy occurs in any of the elective city officers, the Coun­
cil may fill the vacancy by appointment of record until the 
next election, and qualification of the succe88or, and in all 
cases in the absence or inability of the Recorder to act, his 
place may be filled temporarily, or for the unexpired term, 
at the pleasure of the Council. 

{'OIJllllon SEC. 24. The City Council is. hereby invested with full 
.. ,hoola. control and authority over the common schools in said city, 

and shall receive and disburse all the school tax levied up-
-on property within said city, or received from the school 
fund for distribution therein, and shall be vested with all 
the powers granted and enumerated in chapter 69 of the 
code of Iowa, in relation to school districts. . 

(iovemment 8'Ec. 25. The City Council shall have power to make all 
"f the city. ordinances which shall be necessary and proper for the gov­

ernment of the city, and the _ carrying out and putting in 
force and effect the powers specified and granted in this 
charter, not inconsistent with the constitution of the State of 
Iowa, or the United States. The style of all ordinances 

!tyleofordin·shall be: "Be it enacted by the City Council of the city of 
aneee. PI" . Mt. easant. 

Ot-dillsncee dId th C nidellce. SEC. 26. All ordinances an by- aws passe by e ity 
Council, signed by the Mayor and' attested by the Recorder, 
and published according to law, shall be sufficient to Il.llow 
.the s~me to be read. and receiv.ed in evi~ence in all actions 
and suits in any court in this State, or when said ordinances, 
by laws and regulations shall be published in book or pam­
phlet form-, and purporting to be published by authority of 
the corporation, the Bame shall be received in evidence in 
all courts and places without further proof. 

lfnllified. SEC. 27. The present charter of the town of Mt. Pleas-
ant shall become void and be superseded by the taking ef­
fect of this charter. 
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SIlO. 28. That said city shall have power to subscribe to S~k in rail 

the capital stock of any rail road company and may pay the :: compa­

same with bonds of the city, an4 shall be empowered and 
required to levy and collect all the necessary taxes, to pay the 
principal and interest of said bonds; PrO'lJided, such sub-
scription shall be auth,orized by a majority vote of the legal 
voters of said city, cast'at an election ordered for that pur-
pose. 

SIlO. 29. This act to take effect and be in force from and Take efttet­

'after it publication in the Xt. Pleasant Observer, and Home 
J ounial, but not at the expense of the State. 

AwROVED,·,July 15th 1856. 

I certify that the foregoing act was published in the Mount Pleal5&D.t Ob­
lenel on the uta July, and in the Home Journal, 80th July, A. D. 1866. 

moo. W. McCLEARY, 
Secretary of State. 

CHAPTER 16. 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF CEDAR RAPIDS. 

AN .A.crr amendatory of the act incorporating the town of Cedar Rapids. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Ge'M'I'al A88emhl;y of the Boundariu. 

8tatIJ of Iowa, That all that part of township eighty-three 
(83) north, of range seven (7) west, of the fifth principal 
meridian, in Linn county, in the State of Iowa, which is in-
cluded in the limits of the present town of Cedar Rapids, 
Bhall be and is hereby declared to be a city, and the inhabi-
tants thereof are created a body corporate and politic, with . 

1 . b h f'th· fed Ra- Corporat~o •. perpetua succeSSlon y t e name 0 e Clty 0 e ar 
l'ids, and as such shall by that name be capable in law of Powtn. 

oontracting, and being contracted with, suing and be sued; 
also of purchasing, using and 90nveying ,real and personal 
property, and may ha.ve and use a corporate seal, and change 
the same at pleasure, and shall have, exercise and enjoy all 
the rights, privileges, powers and immunities appertaining 
-. and be subject to all the duties and obligations encnm-
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bent upon, a municipal incorporation. And for the better 
orderjng and governing'said city, the exercise of the corpo­
. rate powers of the same herein and hereby granted, shall be 
vested in a Mayor and six Aldermen, to be denom~atOO 
the City Council, together with such other officers as are 
herein mentioned and provided for. 

InTfj!ted with SEC. 2. That the said city of Cedar Rapids shall be and 
..n property. is hereby invested as the lawful owner and proprietor with 

all the property, funds and revenue, and all moneys, debts,. 
accounts and demands due and owing or in any wise belong­
ing to the town of Cedar Rapids, or which may have been. 
acquired by or vested in the "Mayor and Council of the-. 
town of Cedar Rapids," and the Bamc are. hereby. transfer-. 
red to the Corporation created by this act; and all snits. 
pending, or judgments recovered by, in fav~lr of, or .against, .. 
said town of Cedar Rapids, or Mayor, or Council of the town., 
of Cedar Rapids, together with all rights, interests, claims. 
and demands in favor of or against the sa~e, may be con-·. 
tinued, prosecuted, defended and c91lected, as. though th!~. 

Wards. 

j,lter. 

qtizeDl. 

act had never been passed. . 
SEC. 3. That said c~ty be divided into three( wards-, as. 

follows; to-wit: all that part of said eity west of Eagle 
street, shall constitute t~e.first war<L .. AJ,l that part lying 
between Eagle and Green streets, shall constitute the second 
ward; and all that part of said city lying east of' Green.. 
street, shall constitute t.he third ward. , . .' .. 

Prov~so, that the, City Council may. change, unite or di-·. 
vide said w:ards,. 01: any of tllC~ .. and' establish llew wards 
whenever they shall think it necessary and proper, and 
that·ther.e shall be two add~~onal Aldenllen foI:, every new 

. ;w~rd the City COllDCil may establish. 
Sec. 4. Ev~ry .wpite male citizen of the United States, 

of.the age of twenty-oue years, who shall ua:ve been a res­
ident ofthe cit.y.thirty days, next precedi.qg a city election, 
and is a resident of the WID'a, of which ~. offers h~ vote, is 
declared a citizen of the said. city, and, is entitled to vote at 
all the elections thereof. 

8,Ec. 5. The City Council shall prov.i~e a ballot box io 
ltallot bex... be ~Q at city. elections,. WJJiCJ1, ah,ill;hav.e as lUany sepa-
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rate apartments 88 there are wards in the city, one apart­
ment of which shall be appropriated exclusively for the 
votes ot' each ward, and the ballot of every yoter shall be 
deposited in one of the said ap~rtment8 appropriated exclu­
sively for the ward in which he resides. The City Council 
&hall elect three of their nUIPber to be judges of each city 

81 

election, who shall appoint clerks, (l.D.d in other respects, Jid~ aai 

except herein otherwise provided, city elections shall be e er 

conducted in manner similar to that iI). which the elections 
are conducted in the townships, as near 88 the 'nature of the 
case permits. 

SEC. 6. A person offering to vote may be challenged ChalleDce, 

as at township elections, and an oath may be administered 
to him in like manner, naming the qualifications herein pre-
Icribed. ' 

SEC. i. No person shall be eligibl~ to any ele~tive office Eligible.. 

mentioned in this act, unless he be a legal voter of the city, 
and shall have been a resident thereof one year next pl'eced- , 
ing his election. 

SEC. 8. That all elective officers, e:x:cept Aldermen,. shall Term" 

be elected for one year from the time of their eleetion, and -
until their snccessors are elected and, qualified. ' 

SEC. 9. That the qualified electors of said ,city shall, cn EleetioD, 

the first Monday of March, A. D., 1857, elect a ::Mayor, and ' ,. 
at the same time two Aldermen for each-ward, a Marshal, ' 
one person to be Treasurer and Collector, and one person to ' 
be Recorder and Assessor; -the two Aldermen eleCted for,' 
each ward shall be residents thereof, and be elected ,by the , 
legal voters thereof. City EJec.tions shllll be held at the same, 
time annually thereafterJ f~r 8a~d offioe1'!3, but at'ter the first 
Monday in March, 1857, but one Alder.x;nan for ~ach ward 
8~all be elected. ,aIlIlually. 

'Soo. '10.: 'fl!aFtthe Mayor and ,Ald~rmen,so elected, when City CilUlltil, 

888emble~ toge~h~r ~n~ duly ,organized, shall constitute the 
Oity Council, a majority of the whole number of whom 
shall be neccessary to constitute a quorum for the transac-
tion ofbusincss; they shall be the judges of the election re-, 
turns and qualifications of their own members. -TheX shall 
determine the rule of their proceedings and keep a .journal 
thereof; which shaJl ~e.Q~~ij. tQ,.t4e insl?ect~p~ oK ~;ver;r .cJti:-- . 
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zen ; and may compel the attendance ofabsent members iIi. 
woo manner and under such penalties as they may think fit; 
and may by a vote of two thirds of the 'whole number 01 
said City COlmcil upel any member thereof, and they shall 
. meet in some convenient place in said city, on the second 
Monday of March, and take the oath of office before some 
officer qualified to administer the same, and proceed to 
elect from their own body a president tliereof. 

SBC. 11. At the said first meeting of the City Council, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, the City Council shall 
proceed to classify the Aldermen, in order that one-half of 
the Aldermen shall be elected each year, in the manner and 
at the time above provided. In classifying they shall take 
the wards in numerical order, from No.1 up; the Alder­
men of the first ward ·shall first classify in the following 
mami.er: the Recorder shall write on two slips of paper, on 
one the word "one," and on the other the word "two;" shall 
fold them and deposit them in a hat, box or other suitable 
place, and the Aldermen from said ward shan then draw; 
the one drawing the paper with the word "one," shan con­
tinue in office for one year from the time of his election, and 
until his successor is elected and qualified; and the one 
drawing the paper with the word "two," shall continue in 
office for two years from the time of his election, and until 
his successor is elected and qualified; !pld they shall pro­
ceed to claBBify until all -the wards of said city shan be clae­
sified. 

SEO. 12. When new wards are organized in said city, 
and Aldermen elected, they shall classify in the same man­
ner above described. 

SEO. 13. The Aldermen to b.e elected after the first MOll­
day of March, A. D. 1857, shall be elected for two years 
from their election, and until their succeBSors are elected 
and qualified. 

RemonL • SEC. 14. A removal out of the ward by any Aldermen, 
shall vacate the seat of said Alderman, which shall be filled 
as provided by this charter. 

Mayor'. duty. Sm. 15. It shall be the duty of the llayor to see ~ 
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the laws and ordinances of the city are executed, and their 
violators punished, to superintend and regulate the official 
conduct of subordinate officers, tQ sign and seal all com­
missions, licenses and permits, granted by the City Council, 
and to perform such duties and exercise such powers as 
pertain to the office of Mayor of a City, and such as be 
granted and imposed by the ordinances of the city consis­
tent with law. 

SEC. 16. The Mayor shall be conservator of the peace Judicial pow· 

within the city, and ew-o.fficio a Justice of the Peace, and is era. . 

invested with jurisdiction of violations of city ordinances, 
and with criminal jurisdiction of offences against the laws 
'Of the State, committed within the city, and with civil juris­
diction limited to the city, in the same manner as tJ;tat of 
Justices of the Peace are limited in their townships. He 
shall not be disqualified from acting in such judicial capa-
city by any proceedings being in name, or in behalf of the 
city. 

SEC. 17. Appeals to the District Courts in the same Appeals. 
C'Ounty, shall pe allowed from the judgment and decisions 
'Of the Mayor in same cases, times and manner as may at 
any time be allowed by law, from those of other J llstices, 
and shall be tried as in other cases; he will be entitled to 
demand and receive the same fees as are at the time allow­
ed by law to Justices of the Peace. 

SEC. 18. The Mayor shall be the presiding officer of the Preside. 

Oity Council when present, and shall give the casting vote 
when there is a tie. 

SEC. 19. The Marshal shall be a conservator of' the peace... h l' d 
d · h . ffi lmal'8a ••. an IS t e executive 0 eel' of the Mayor's Court, and sha! ty. 

execute and return aU process directed to him by the May-
'Or, and shall execute and return all process directed to him 
by any Justice of the Peace, resident of said city, in case 
for the violation of city ordinances, and of the criminal laws 
'Of the State, occurring witJ;Un the city, and may execute.them 
in any pm·t of the county; and he shall have the same au-
thority within the city to quell riots and disturbances, to 
prevent crimes and arrest offenders, that the Sheriff has 
within his county, and may in the same cases, and under 
the same penalties, require the aid of tJ:te citizens and per-

7 
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form all duties imposed by the Council ;. he may, with the 
approval of the Council, appoint one or more deputies, and 
discharge them, and he shall be responsible for their doings 
when acting officially. For the service oflegal process he 
shall be entitled to the same fees as Constable, and for ser­
vices requir~d hy the Council, such compensation as it may 
allow. lIe shall also l)y virtue of his office be Constable of' 
Rapids township, 'in said county, and in addition to hilt 
bond as Marshal give bond and qualify as Constables are, 
or may be required to do by the laws of the State. 

lloufl. of offi- SEC. 20. The Treasurer and Collector, Recorder and.Ai!r 
Cl\l'S. sessor, and Mal'shal shall give snch bond, perform such du­

ties, and excrcise such powers as may be requircd of them 
by ordinance not inconsistent with law. 

I'roclamation SEC. 21. In all elections for city officers, the Mayor shall 
issue a proclamation to the voters of the city, naming ~ 
time and place for such election, and the officers to 00 
chosen, and cause a copy to be posted up in such w~rd at 
least ten days previous to the day of election; the polls 
shall be opened between the hours of eightand ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, and continne open nntil four o'clock in the 
afternoon. ·Within two days after the election, the judges 
of the election shall make their retm'ns to the President ot 
the City Council, who shall examine them at their next 
meeting, and cause an abstract of the vote to be recorded 
in a book to be kept for that pnrpose. 

On tI. of offi-
cere. 

Ineligible. 

SEC. 22. The Mayor, Aldermen, Marshal, Treasurer, 
Collector, Recorder, and Assessor shall take an oath to sup­
port the Constitution of the United States and of the StatiQ 
of Iowa, and faithfully and impartially to perform their du­
ties to the best of their knowledge and ability; other offi­
cers shall qualify in such manner as may be required by 
the Council; the oath of office may be administered by thQ 
Mayor or Recorder when :ke is qnalfied, and in the transao­
tion of the business of the corporation these officers, and the 
p~'esident po, te7ll(pO'l'e, may administer oaths, which shall 
hav:e the same effect as if' administered by the officers au­
thorized the:t:eto. 

~EO'. 2~. ~o xitemb;er of ..the City. COllI!~A: shall be eligi-
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ble to any office within the gift of the Oouncil, during the 
term for which he is elected; nor shall he be interested, di­
rectly or indirectly in the profits of' any contract or job of 
work, or service to be performed for the city. 

SEC. 24:. Ordinances passed by the Oity Oouncil shall Publ!eation .f 

be signed by the Mayor and attested by the Recorder, and ordillaneel. 

before they take effect be published in a newspaper, print-
ed in the city, at least ten days, or posted in two public 
places in each ward, for the same length of time; they shall 
also be recorded in a book kept for that Imrpose, and sign-
ed by the Mayor, and attest.ed by the Recorder. The Re-
corl10r shall aIp-o cprtify in said Record book to the publi-
cation or posting of ordinances recorded therein, when the 
lame shall have been publir;hec1 or posted. 

SEC. 25. The production of a printed copy of" any ordi- Pl'i~ facia 

nance of said city in newspaper, book or pamphlet form in eVIdence. 

any suit to which the city is a party, shall be prima facie 
evidence that said ordinance has been legally passed and 
published. 

SEC. 26. It is the duty of the Recorder to keep a true R~eordw .. 
record of all the official proceedings of' the City Oouncil, and duty. 

luch record shall at all times be open to the inRpection of 
any citizen; and it shall be the duty of the Assessor to 
meke just amI true assessment of the taxable propcrty in 
laid city. 

SEC. 27. The Recorder and Assessor, Treasurer and 001- FeeE. 

lector, and Marshal shall receive such fees as the Oity Ooun-
cil shall deem right, not exceeding the amount allowed 
township or county officers for similar services. 

SEC. 28. The Oouncil may hold its meetings as it sees Meeting of 

:ftt, having fixed stated times,' or provide the manner of Council. 

calling them by ordinallce, and its meetings shall be pnblic. 

SEC. 29. The Council may appoint, in such malluer as it Suborilinatt. 

determineR, and during its pleasure, Street Commissioners, officers. 

a Clerk of the market, City Supervisors, Heath Officers, and 
luch other officers as it may deem advisable; and may pre-
ICribe their duties, powers and qualifications, and may pro-
yfde for the el~ction of any such officers by th~ p~opl~ .. 

Digitized by Coogle 



86 LAWS OF IOWA. 

l'residentpro SEC. 30. In case of the temporary ~bsence of the Mayor, 
taiU. or his inability to act, the presi~ent pro tempore shall exer­

cise all the powers and perform all the duties appertainini 
to his office. 

Vacate by reo SEC. 31. The office of any city officer shall be vacatOO. 
movaL by his removal from the city. 

Vacancy. SEC. 32. When a vacancy occurs, in any of the elective 
city offices, the Oouncil may fill the vacancy by nppointment 
of record until the next election, and the qnalification of the 
successor. 

Ordinances. SEC. 33. The City Oouncil is invested with authority to 

make ordinances to secure the inhabitants against fire, 
against violations of the law and the .public peace, to sup­
press riots, gambling and drunkeJUless, and indecent and 
disorderly conduct, and to punish lewd behavior in pubH. 
places, and in general to provide for the safety, prosperity, 
and good order of the city, and the health, morals, comfort . 
and convenience of the inhabitants, and to impose penaltiea 
for the violations of its ordinances, not exceeding one hun­
dred dollars; said penalties may be recovered in a civil 
action, in the name of'the city, before the Mayor, or a Jus­
tice of the Peace, residing in the city, and the laws of the 
State relating to carrying into effect a judgment of a JUI­
tice of the imposing a fine, shall be applied to judgments ill 
the above cases, but the charges of imprisonment must b. 
borne by the city. 

Violations. SEC. 34. Proceedings for the violations of city ordimm-
ces may also be by information before the Mayor, ora JU8-0 
tice of the Peace, residing in said city, process running in 
the name of the State, and the defendant may be informed 
of, arrested and tried as in criminal proceedings before J U8-0 
tices of the Peace; and if convicted shall be fined in all 

amount not exceeding the penalty mentioned in the ordin­
ance violated, and also be adjudged to pay the costs of proa­
ooution; and the laws of the State relating to carrying in» 
effect a judgment of a Justice of the Peace, imposing a fin. 
shall be applied to judgments in the above cases, but the 
charges of imprisonment must be borne by the city. .AU 
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nnes eollected under this section shall be pltid into the City 
Treasury. 

SEC. 35. The Council is authorized to establish and or- Fi~ eompa·­
ganize fire companies, and prmde then1 with fire 0ngines1 n-. 
hose and other apparatus. 

SEC. 36. The Council may regulate' the keeping and sale-Gunpowder. 
of gunpowder within. the city. 

SEC. 37. The COUD.cilshall have e~cluske authOlity to Lieenae. 

provide for the license and prohibition of ali exhibitions, 
~how'8 and theatrieal perf-ormances, billiard tables; ball al..-
leys, or other bowling saloons, ten pin or other alleys and 
places where games of skill or chance are played, but the' 
above authority extends to n-o exhibition of a purely literary 
or scientific character. When the laws of the State permit 
or require licen.ae for the sale of intoxicating liquors, that 
matter shall be without the exclusive authority of said Coun-
cil, and it llJ.&y at all times prohibit the retail of such li· 
quors within the city limits, unless such p,.'ohibition would 
be inconsistent with the laws of the State, and no license 
ahall be granted for less than one hundred dollars each for 
-dlat purpose. 

SEC. 3S. The Council may make all necessary ordinan- Health. 

~s in relation to the cleanliness and health of the city, and 
may require the owners of lots on which water becomes 
ltagnant, to drainand fill up the same, and in default there-
of', after ten days' notice, may cause the same to be done at 
the expense of the city, and assess the costs thereof on the 
specific lots, and cause them to be sold by the City Collec· 
tor, as in case of taxes, and the owner may redeem from 
.uch sale as in case of sale for taxes. 

18;F.C.. 39. Said Council may regulate the system of cart· Dra art-
~~,drayage, hacks and omnibuses within the city, and Y 

!prohi-b:it 1lir.qgs aJ),d other animals from running at large with-
~n the li~ts ~,s¢d ~ity. 

SEC! .4:0.. The .~un~il.shall provide by ordinance for the Money. 
1ceepP,tg of public mOJ).ey #f ~J.e eity, and the manner of ill .. 

'4 tributing the same, .. nd. ,shall ~allie 811 claims against the 
city to be audited; RI).d 'all (tity otJicers am accou.ntable to 
"..~q Ci?" CgUJ:!,cil iI). ~uch manIler RB it dir~l:.i; ~lJ.id Council 
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shall publish annually a particular statement of receipts and 
expenditures of the city, and of' all debts owing to and by / 
the same. 

Grade.. SEC. 41. Said Council shall have exclusive authority to 
eStablish the grades of streets and alleys in the city, and 

. may change the same upon the petition of owners of ~ 
thirds in value of the real property on both sides of' the 
streets or alley, the grade of which is desired to change. 

Iaprisoament SEC. 42. Imprisonments for the violation of any ordi­
nance shall not exceed fifteen days; and the county jail 
shall be the place of imprisonment, but at the expense of 
the city. 

Toea. SEC. 43 The City Council is authorized to levy and col-
lect taxes, not exceeding one per cent. during anyone year, 
on all property within the city, which is liable for State and 
county taxes, including improvements on such property, 
and it may exempt such improvements, but when such ex­
emption is made, the rate of,tax on personal property shall 
not exceed that above named, and the rate on realty, aside 
from improvements shall not exceed three per cent. on the 
valuation; said Council may also tax and prohibit dogs 
from running at large in the City. 

Collector. SEC. 44. The Collector, or in case of his absence or dis-
ability, such person as the Conncil may appoint in his stead, 
shall be the Collector of taxes, and before proceeding to 
collect the same, shall give thirty days' notice of the assess­
ment and levy of the tax, and the rate thereof' in general 
term, without the nal'Ile or description of'the property, in a. 
newspaper in the city . 

.Appeal. SEC. 45. During the thirty days any person aggrieved 
by the assessment or taxation, may appear before the Coun­
cil, which may correct the same, it' erroneous. 

Iale of pro- SEC. 46. The Collector may disb:ain upon personal pro-
perty. perty liable to taxation and sell the same feir paymell~ of 

taxes, as Constables may seU personal property on execution. 
u... SEC. 47. Taxes on real property shall be a lien thereon 

including the improvements, and it may he sold therefor, 
when the taxes remain unpaid for four montha lifter the 
same becomes lia.ble to be collected. 
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See.~. Such sale mnR be bT' auction, and there m1b~.A.~ 
be thirty days' notice prior to th~ t'ale~ giT'en as aOOT'e ~No7W. 
Tided for, no~ the a..~ffilent and tax; in such sale 
he who bids to pay the amount due for the least quantity of 
land will be the hight'5t bidJ.er~ and the manner of a..~~ 
taining the portion 1~J for, i'hall be the same as in the State 
reT'enue law; tventy-fiw centi> shall be added to the anlount 
of ta.~eg on each l .. t or tract, to COl"er the exf1t.'ll..--t:'S of adl"er­
tising. 

SEC. 49. The C.)llector ~all execute and deli.er to the DHd. 

purchaser a det.'<l rnnlling in the name of the State, wInch 
8hall hal"e the same f'Jree and efi"t-Ct as the deed of the 
~nrer ot the county in like circnmgtanees on the sales 
for county and rtate taxe!'. 

SEC. 50. .After the taxes become liable to be colleeted, ~t~~. 
interest at the rate of twenty-nT'e per cent. per annum shall 
be charged until payment, and when real estate it; S(\ld for 
taxei', the O\Oler may red(.--em within the same le~<rth of 
time as the revenue laws of the State pennit, by paying 
to the City Treasurer on tIte pnrcha.i'e~ the amount f,-'r which 
yid real estate has been j;.j ,Id, with fifty cents on the deed 
from the C<)Ueetor, and twenty-fi.e per cent interest per an-
num on the whole alllount from the time of sale. 

SEC. 51. TIle Council hal"e the eontrolofthe .. treeti>-. and~tl'Ht.un.lal­
allel"s, and pul,Iie !!l'oun(},. of the Cirr of Cedar Haria ... and !~.~·~an.ll·~:b-

• • • 1 1 1 . • 1 .1," gr".::." ... 
ma~' cau.;e t,:.le-wala,> to Je l'~n-ef m t •. e same. anti t,-, thi:; 
end it lIlay re:lu:re tIlC owners of'lot". t" pa.e and I"el)air the-
Mme eOllri~'1.i .. ns to their r('''l,e,ti\"e l.-,~ .. , and in e:l;:.e (lfUl'g-
leet, after rea..;onal,le time named in the order. the same-
may be done hy the city, and the expense of the ~me 88-

8CSsed on the tmid contif,'1lous lots, which shall have the ef-
fect of a tax lien thereon, and the same may be sold there-
for as {.)r a tax, subjeet to the same right of reder.tlption .. 
.All road tax which may hereafter be paid upon any pro-
perty in Cedar Rapids, in lien of labor, shan be paid to the 
proper authority of said city,forthe improl"ement of the streets 
thereof; any person being resident of said city, subjeet by 
the law of this State, to do work upon the roads and high-
ways, shall be required to do and perform, or cause the' 
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same to be done, under the direction of the proper authori­
ties of said city, upon the streets of said city, or publie 
roads, and highways, leading thereto, as said authorities may 
direct. 

}tow district. SEC. 52. The said City of Cedar Rapids shall constitute 
a specialroaddistrict, and the City Council shall have power, 
in addition to the taxes otherwise authorized, to levy road 
taxes not exceeding t.he amount allowed by law to be levied 
by the county court, for like purposes, and they may pr~ 
vide for the payment and collection of the same in the same 
manner, as that provided for in the collection of county 
toad taxes, or in the manner other city taxes are collected. 
They may also direct in what ll'lanner such taxes shall be 
expended on the streets and alleys of said city, and all per­
sons and property rightfully taxed within said city in ac­
cordance with this section shan thereby be exempt from all 
taxes to that extent for r'oads to the county. 

\Vooden bUll- SEC. 53. Upon the petition of the resident or occupying 
clings. owners of two-thirds of the improvements, or any block of 

lots, -the Council may prohibit the further erection of 
wooden buildings thereon. 

BOl'l'owmon- SEC. 54: The said City Council is hereby -authorized to 
"1_ barrow money for any object or purpose in their discre­

tion, and to pledge the faith of the City for the_ payment 
thereof. PrO'Vided, the question of borrowing is first sub­
mitted to the legal and qualified voters of the City, a Rotic. 
of the length of time as in city elections being first given, 
stating the manner and object of the loan, a.nd if a majority 

·Compensa­
tion. 

License. 

. decide in favor of said loan, then the said Council shall by 
ordinance establish a sinking fund to provide the means to 
pay any indebtedness created by virtue of the authority 
granted in tllls section. 

SEC. 55. That each member of the City Council shal1 re-
ceive a compensation as such, to be paid by an ordinance 
and paid trom the City Treasury: P'rO'lJided, that said com­
pensation fihall not exceed fifty dollars per annum for the 
Mayor, and thirty dollars per annum for Aldermen. 

SEC. 56. That the City Council have power to license 
and regulate auctioneers, and hawkers, and pedlars with-
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in the limits of said city, and also to regulate ferries and 
collect a reasonable compensation from ferry companies or 
owners, for the use o.f any of the streets of said city as ferry 
landings. " 

41 

SEC. 57. On thQ passage of this act, a vote shall be Vote on ihia 
tak th d . f th b t1i lifi d charter. en upon e a option 0 e same, y e qua e vot-
ers residing within the limits of said city, as by this act de-
fined, at such time and place, and under such regulations 
as the present Mayor and Council of the town of Oedar Ra-
pids may prescribe and determine; Pr()'/)ided, that a major-
ity of the whole vote cast shall be deemed necessary to 
adopt and carry into effect this act. " 

SEC. 58. That if this charter is adopted by the citizens S~cial el~c­
of said city, the present Mayor and Oouncil" of the town of tIOD. 

Oedar Rapids shall call a special election within thirty 
days thereafter, to be held under such regulations as they 
may prescribe for the election of all the elective city offi-
cen provided for by this act, and said officers when elected 
thall have all the powers, and be subject to all the duties 
which this act affixes to their respective offices, aud shall 
hold their offices until their successors are elected at the 
regular city election and qualified. 

SEC. 59. This act shall take effect from and after its Take effect. 

publication in the Oedar Valley Times aud Cedar Rapids 
Democrat; Pr~ded, that said publication be done with-
out any expense to the State. 

SEC. 60. That all parts of the act to which this is amen­
atory, conflicting with this act or the subject matter b.·eated 
of by this act, be and the same are hel'eby repealed. 

APPROVED, July 12, 1856. 

I ool-tify that the foregoing act was publiahed in the Cedar Valley Times, 
Iuly 21st, and in the Cedar Rapids Demoorat~ July 29th, 1866. 

s 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
Secretary of State. 
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CHAPTER 17. 

KEOKUK. 

AN ACT to amend the Charter of the City of Keokuk. 

lIoUDdariea. SECTION 1. B 6 it I!/IUlCted by the G&neI'al .A88ernbl;y of thl 
State of IO'IDa, That the boundaries of the City of Keokuk: 
shall hereafter be as follows, to-wit: commencing in the 
midd~e of the main channel of the Mississippi river, at a point 
where the north and south line, between sections thirty­
three (33) and thirty-four (34,) of tOWlllhip sixty-five (65) 
north, of range five (5) west, would cross said channel if ex­
tended far enough south to do so. Thence due north, along 
the section line aforesaid, to the north-west comer of sec­
tion fifteen (15,) in said township. Thence east along the 
line between sections fifteen (15) and ten (10) to the middle 
of the main channel of the Mississippi river, and thence 

JIII'iadiotion. down the middle of the main channel of' said river to 
the place of beginning-and the said corporation, coun­
cil, and all its officers, shall have the same jurisdiction, 
rights, privileges and authority over the Tenitory, proper-

pmitation. ty and people within said limits, that they now have . over 
the City of Keokuk, within its originallimit~, but no exclu­
sive privileges heretofore granted by the city shall extend 
to the new limits. 

J.ldermen to SEC. 2. That the first meeting of the City Council of said 
t::,W'~.!: for city, after the next board of Aldermen shall have been elect­

ed, or as soon thereafter as convenient may be, the two Al­
dermen from each ward shall, in the presence of the Coun­
cil, determine by lot, which one of them shall serve for the 

Term. long term, and which for the short term; and the one who 
is to serve for the long term, shall remain in office for two 
years, and until his successor is elected and duly qualified; 
and the one who is to serve the short term, shall remain in 
office for one year, and until his successor is elected and 
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qualifi.ed; and annually thereafter, at the times now ap­
pointed by law for the election of city officers, one Alder­
man shall be elected froID. each ward, to serve for two years, 
and. until his successor is elected and qualified. 

, 

Sm. 3. That the City of Keokuk shall have the exclu-WhaITei ad 

Rve right to make wharves, and collect wharfage, 8Jld reg- Wharfage. 

mate the wharf rates on the river bank, which is added to 
said city by this act. 

SEC. 4. That whenever a vacancy shall occur in the of- Vaoaney. 
fice of Mayor or Alderman, Recorder or Marshal of said 
city, unleBB the same shall be withln thirty days preceding 
the annual election, the City Council shall order an election ElectioD. 
by the voters of the city or ward, as the case may be, after 
giving ten daysJ notice- thereof, in the usual manner of giv-

-ing such notices, and. the person so elected shall hold his of­
fice for the rem.ainder of the term for which his predeces­
sor in office was elected. 

SEC. 5. That there is hereby established in a.nd for the Reool'der'. 
City of Keokuk, a court called the Recorder's court, the Court. 

Judge of which shall be called Recorder; which court shall 
have within said City of Keokuk, all the jurisdiction, both 
civil and criminal, with the rights, powers and authority OfJuriadictionoi 
a Justice of the Peace, and all the judicial authority, right~ :ror limi· 

and powcO\!'2 now by law or by city ordinance vested in tho 
Mayor of said City; and that after the said Recorder shall 
be elected aud qualified as hereafter directed, the Mayor of 
the said city shall exercise no judicial functions whatever, 
but 'Shall be the executive officer of said city, and as such 
shall have the right to remit fines and pardon offences com- Pal'dollL 
mitted against the municipal ordinances and regulations of 
aaid city. 

SEC. 6. That said Recorder shall be elected by qualifiedElectionofRt­
Toters of said city, in the same manner that the Mayor of eerder •. 

said city is' elected, and the first election of said officer shall 
be held on the third Monday of August next, and he shall 
hold his office until the next annual election of municipal 
officers of said city, at which time another election shall be 
held for said Recorder, and in like manner, every two years 
thereafter, the person elected at said election after the first 
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one, shall hold office for two years, and until his suceessor 
shall be elected and qualmed. 

Qualification. SEO. 7. 'That before the said Recorder shall enter upon 

Compenl!8-
tion. 

Legalized. 

the discharge of his duties as Recorder, he shall take the 
usual oath of office, and shall give the bond with approved 
security, to perform his duties as Justice of the Peace, 
which the law requires of the Justices of the Peace, to be 
approved of and filed with the County Judge, and also a 
bond in the penalty of one thousand dollars, to the City of 
Keokuk, to perform his duty as Judge of the Recorder's 
court, to be approved by the Mayor of said city. 

SEO. 8. That said Rccorder shall receive a compensation 
for his services, the same fees that are allowed to Justices 
of the Peace for similar services, and such additional com. 
pensation as the City Council shall from time to time, by 
ordinance determine; but said compensation shall not be 
increased or diminished, so as to affect the person then in 
office, during the term for which he is elected. 

SFAJ. 9. And whereas, at elections regularly held at va· 
rious times, it- was determined by the legal voters of said 
City of Keokuk, that the City Council should subscribe cer· 
tain sums in the stock of the Keokuk, Fort Des Moines and 
Minnesota Rail Road Company, and in the Mississippi and 
Wabash Rail Road Company, and in the Keokuk, Moun~ 
Pleasant and Muscatine Rail Road Company; and where­
as, in some instances, the bonds of the city have been issued 
to pa.y for the subscription to said stock, and in otherS'they 
have not been issued, and whereas doubts exist as to the au. 
thority of the Council to issue said bonds, and to provide 
by taxation for the payment of the principal an4 interest of 
said bonds ; Now therefore be it enacted, That the votes 
of the people of said city, as aforesaid, and the acts of the 
said City Couucil in accordance therewith, are hereby l~ 
galized and made firm, valid and effectual to all intents ancl 
purposes, and that the City Council of said city, is hereby 
authorized, empowered and directed to levy and collec~ 

such taxes as may be necessary to pay the principal and in­
terest of said bonds, which have been so issued, or of any 
which may hereafter il!8ue in accordance with. any of said 
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'Totes-and that so much of any act as requires an annual 
vote to provide for levying the tax to pa.y the interest on 
any bonds of said city is hereby repealed. The taxes afore­
said shall be levied and collected in the same manner that 
the other annual taxes of the city are levied and collected. 

SEQ. 10. Be itfwrther eruzcted, That the City of Keo_Sehooldistl'ict 
kuk, included within the boundaries mentioned in this act, 
shall constitute one permanent school district, not subject 
to aiteration by the School Fund Commissioner, and shall 
be subject to the control of the City Council of said city, 
who shall provide for the adequate support and mainten-
Ance of common schools in said district, and so much of the Common 
.code of Iowa as requires regular meetings of each school schoolf. 
district on the first Monday in May and October, in each 
:rea.r~ and so much thereof as requires the election of TJ:Us-
-tees in each district, is hereby declared inapplicable to said 
district. The City Council of said city shall by ordinance 
provide for the appointment of' a board of education in said Board of euu­

district, .and may invest in said board the necess:1ry power C!ll:on. 
for the proper care and management of the common schools Powel'~ lind 

in said district, the employment of teachers and the super- dntie~. 

'Yision of -schools, and to provide for the taking and return-
ing to the proper officer, as required by law, of the number 
.of' persons inBaid district, between the a.ge of five and twen-
ty-one 'years, and the performance of such other duties as 
may be necessary for the duties imposed upon said Council. 

Sec. 11. That said City Council shall have the use and Sehool hOIlS("8. 
,eontrol of' thesehool house in said district, built by and be-
longing to school district number one, of Jackson township, 
Lee county, Iowa, and shall have the same power to build 
-other school houses, and levy taxes therefor, and collect theTaxes th . 

.same, as the legal voters of school districts now have by . 
law, to be collected in the same manner that the other an-
.uual taxes of said city.are collected. 

SEC. 12. 'That the City Council shall have power by School money. 
'-iheir order on the School Fund Commissioner of the coun-
tT of Lee, to receive from him for the use of said district, 
all monies apportioned to said district, from the school fund, 

. Taxe&. and in addition thereto, shall in each year levy and collect 

I 
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in the same manner as the other annual taxes.are levied and 
colleeted, any further sum not to exceed in anyone year 
two mills on the dollar of the assessment of such year, &II 

may be necessary with the sum received from the ,school 
fund, adequately to provide for the payment of the necessa.­
ry teach en;' wages and incidental expenses in maintaining 
common 8chools during the cnrrent year. 

Money-how SEC. 13. That allll10neys receiyed by said city, from 
drawn. School :Fund Commissioner 01' collected in pursuance of any 

ta."{ levied for school or school house purposes, shall be paid 
into the City Treaeury and a Hcparate account thereof shall 
be kept by the Treasnrer and Clerk, aud no money shan be 
drawn therefrom, only to be appropriated to the special pur­
pose for which the same was received or collected, and shall 
only be paid on order in which said purposes are stated, 
and the City Council shall provide for the publication onca 
in each year, for the information of' all persons, a full state­
lUent of an receipts and expenditures for school purposea 
dUl-ing the current year, which shall also show the" number 
of schools kept, the number of' pupils in attendance, and the 
time such schools have been kept during the year. 

GerkofCoun- SEC. 14. That the present office of Recorder of the city 
eil. of Keokuk, shall hereafter be known and called Clerk of 

the Council of' the City of Keokuk, and all the laws and or­
dinances heretofore made and enacted which relate to the 
Recorder of said city, shall be considered applicable to the 
Clerk of the Council. 

Publication of SEC. 15. That the certificate of the Clerk of the Council 
ordinance!!. of the proper publication of an ordinance, shan be prima 

fam'e evidence in all courts of said publication, and his cer-. 
tificate to a copy of an ordinance, shan b~ evidence that it 
is a true copy of any such ordinance. 

:Repea1. SF..c. 16. That so much of section twenty-nine of the 
charter of the city of Keokuk, approved December 15,1848, 
as requires publication of ,the assessment of tax or taxes of 
said city, either in a newspaper or otherwise, be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

Gradell. SEC. 17. That whenever after the first day of October, 
A. D., Wl.l6, th~ QitY.' CO~~}l~il shall dete~e tQ, al1jer or. 
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ooange the established grade of any street or alley of said 
city, the City Engineer shall estimate the cost of said change 
pi grade, and the Council shall appoint three commission­
ers, wh9 shall ascertain the damages to be sustained by in­
dividuals, and the damages so ascertained, shall be appor­
tioned and assessed upon the real estate benefited by such 
change of grade, and upon the city of Keokuk, if in their 
opinion it is proper to assess any of it against the city. 

SEC. 18. That the sums assessed by virtue of the pre- lien. 

ceding section upon any lot or part of lot or real estate in 
the city of Keokuk, shall be a lien upon said real estate, and 
shall b9 collected by said City Council in the same manner 
as the other special taxes are now, or may be' collected, and 
the amount apportioned by ~id commissioners against the 
city of Keokuk, shall be paid by said city· 

SEC. 19. That said Commissioners wall be duly sworn Commill8ion­

before they enter into the discharge of their duties, that ers. 

tJley will faithfully fulfill to the best of their ability, and 
ahall make their report and file tile same in the office of the 
Clerk of the Council. Tlltl.t the Mayor shall thereupon 
cause a list of the lands or lots assessed, with the amount 
assessoo against them, to be published in some newspaper, 
published in said city, for two weeks. Any person or par-
ty, inCluding the city of Keokuk, who shall feel aggrieved 
by such assessment, may take an appeal to the District. 
Court of Lee County, by :tiling a bond with sufficient secur-
ity, with the Mayor aforesaid, within thirty days after the 
first publication of said assessment, conditioned to pay 
whatever sum may be finally assessed on the property in 
reference to which the appeal is taken, and to perform the 
judgment of said District Court. Whereupon, the Mayor 
shall file said bond, and all the papers_ in the case, with the 
Clerk of the- District Court of Lee County aforesaid, which 
court shall proceed to hear and try such appeal in the usual 
manner. 

SEC. 20. That section five of an act to amend the char- Special tax, 

ter of the city of Keokuk, approved January 22, 1853, is 
hereby amended so as to authorize said Council ts levy a 
IIpecial tax for grading alleys in the SIIDl~. ro~er a8 i~ 
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therein provided for paving or McAdamizing streets and 
alleys. 

W~en bull- SEC. 21. That the City Council for the purpose of guard-
dings. ing against the calamities of fire, shall have power to pre­

scribe the limits within which wooden buildings shall not 
be erected, or placed, or repaired, without the permission of 
the said Council, and to direct that all and any buildings 
within the limits prescribed, shall be made or constructed 
of fire-proof materials, and to prohibit the repairing or re-' 
building of wooden buildings within the fire limits, when the 
same shall have been damaged to the extent of fifty per cent 
of the value thereof, and to prescribe the manner of ascer­
taining such damage. The City Council shall also have 

Chimneys. power to regulate the construction of chimneys so as to ad­
mit chimney sweeps, and to compel the sweeping and 
cleaning of chimneys, to prevent the dangerous construc­
tion and condition of chimneys, fire places, hearths, stoves, 
stove pipe~, ovens, boilers and apparatus used in and about 
any building or manufactory, and to cause the same to be 
removed or placed in a safe and secure condition when con­
sidered dangerous. 

}"ire wardens. To prevent the deposit of ashes in nnsafe places, and ap­
point one or more officers to enter into all buildings and 
inclosures, to discover whether the same are in a dangeroua 
state, and to cause such as may be dangerous to be put in 
safe condition. 

Fire buckets. To require the inhabitants to provide as many fire buck­
ets, and in such manner and time, as they shall prescribe, 
and to regulate the use of them in time of fire. To regulate 
and prevent the carrying on of manufactories dangerous in 

Prevent fires. causing or promoting fire. To regulate and prevent the 
use of fire works and fire arms. T~ compel the owners or 
occupants of houses or other buildings to have scuttles in 
the roofs, and stairs or ladders leading to the same . 

.Powers of offi- To authorize the Mayor, Aldermen, Fire Wardens, or 
,'!era. other officers of said city, to keep away from the vicinity ot 

any fire, idle and suspicious persoIlS, and to compel all offi­
cers. of ~id city and other persons to aid in the extinguish­
ment of' fires, and preservation of property exposed to dan­
ger thereat. 
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To organize fire, hook, ladder and axe companies.- Fi~ Com~ 
To provide fire engines, and other apparatus for the extin- mel!. 

gnishment offires. To appoint during pleasure, Wardens 
and Engineel'! of the fire department. To appoint during 
pleasure a competent number . of Firemen and prescribe Firemau. 
their duties, and to impose fines and .forfeitures upon them, 
for the violation of the rules and regulations prescribed, 
and generally to establiilh such regulations for the preven-
tion and extinguishment of fires, as the Oity Oouncil deem 
expedient. 

SEC. 22. That all taxes assessed by virtue of any law or Lien of to ... 
ordinance of the Oity of Keokuk, upon the real estate in 
said Oity, shall remain a lien upon said real estate, until 
said taxes are paid to said City, or her proper collecting 
officer, and so much of any law that conflicts with this pro-
vision is hereby r~pealed. 

SEC. 23. This act to take effect from and after its publi- Take e/feet. 

cation in the Gate Oity and Times published at the City of 
Keokuk. . 

I certify that the foregoing act wo.s published in the Gate City, July 26 
aDd Keokuk Times on the 25th day of July, 1806. 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
Secretary of State. 

OHAPTER 18. 

MUSCATINE . 

..L"i ACT to amend the act to incorporate the City of MUlK'atine. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General .Assembly of tM Bouudari_ 

State of I(YWa, That from and after the passage of this act, 
the followingshaU be the boundaries of said Oity of Musca-
tine, commen.cing ata point in the centre of the main chan-
nel of the Mississippi River, where the sou* line of section, 
ten, tp. seventy-six, north of range two west, of 5th P. M. 
should strike, thence west and along said section line to the 
west line of said section ten; thence north and along the 

9 -
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section lines of sections ten, three, thirty-four and twenty­
seven, to the north west corner of the south west quarter of' 
section twenty-seven, township seventy-seven, north of' 
I'ange two west of 5th P. M. thence east through the cen­
ter of'sections twenty-seven, twenty-six and twenty-five, to 
a point where said line sh·ikes the township line, between 
ranges one and two west; thence south and along said town­
~hip line, to a point in the center of the main chaunel of 
the Mississippi river; thence along the centre of said chan­
nel, and with the course of the same to the pointof'beginning. 

Road districts SEC. 2. That said City of' Muscatine, as above bounded 
may herea1'ter form two Road Districts, the boundaries of 
which shall be determined by the City Council, and until 
so determined it shall constitute one Road District, and 
the Road taxes assessed by the County authorities ll,pon the 
persons and property in said City, shall hereafler only be 
payable to such persons as the City Council may authorize 
to 'receive the spme. And the County Collector is hereby 
prohibited from paying said road taxes to any other person 
or officer than such as shall be authorized to receive and 

Krlension of 
/.,.'reets and 

aUeys., 

receipt for the same by the City Council. 
SEC. 3, That it shall be competent for the Council or 

said city to take any steps which they may deem ne.cessary 
to secure the extension of the present streets and alleys of 
the old city limits through the ,grounds which by this act 

Damages'. are added thereto: Provided, that in no case shall sueh 
extension be made and dedicated to the use of the public 
without the city being liable for 'full compensation to the 
owners of all such property as may be thus taken and 
dedicated. 

Change ofste. SEC, 4. That it shall and may be lawfnl fOi' the City 
Aad & alleys. C 'I f 'd ' k I '1 I d ounCI 0 sal CIty to ma 'e any c langeR III t Ie slape an 

width of any streets or alleys of said City, ei:he!' in the old 
Vacate old 
and make Qr new limits. To shut up old and make new streets and 
new. alleys: Provided, that. in all and every such case the said 

City shall be liable to make fnll comlJcmation at the fair 
cash value to the owners of' all proper,y which shall thus be 
taken for 1mblic use and for all damages which the ownerll 

'\>amage& may sustam by any change which said City Council may 
any time scc propel' to make, 

• Digitized by Google 

I 

1 



> 

LAWS OF IOWA. 51 

SEC. 5. That all lands lying' within the Territory here- Tued by the 

by brought into the City,and not laid out into lots or out lots acN. 

shall not be assessed or taxed otherwise than by the acre 
according to its value for agricultural, horticultnral, min-
ing or other purposes, 'but improvements thereon may be 
taxeq their full value. 

SF..c. 6. The City Council shall have full power to Gradel. 

establish grades for contemplated streets and alleys in the 
new limits and may make such grades conform to the grades 
of the old limits of said city or not, as they may deem ad-
visable and said city shall not be liable for any damage 
done to buildings by grading ill the new limits, unless said. 
buildings shall have been erected before the establishment 
of the grades in this section contemplated. 

SEC. 7. This act shall take effect from and after its ac- Take .«(ott. 

ceptance by the City Council of'Muscatine and its publica-
tiotl in the "Mucatine Journal" and "Iowa Democratic En­
quirer"-the expense of said publication to be paid by the 
City of Muscatine. 

Al'PRon:n, July 14th, 1856, 

I certify that the forl·going nct 'Was published in the Iowa Democratic En­
quirer July 31st, and in the Muscatine JOUl'nnl' July 26, A. D. 1856. 

GEO, W. McCLEARY, 
Secretary of Sta_. 

CHAPTER 19. 

BLOOllll'IELD. 

AY ACT to arnl'nd "nn act to incorpornte the town of Dloomfield, Iowa. 

~EOTION 1. Be it enacted by tIM Gen('Jf'al A88em1J11l of the MayoYIl juri.­
State 0/ Iowa, That f'ection third of said act, be amended dictioD .. 

as follows: The Mayor of said town shall have concur-
t:ent jurit;dic!ion with Ju~tices of the Peace over all crimes 
committed in the corporate limits of said town. 

Eh:c. 2. Changes of venue to the Courts of Justices of the Ven1le .. 

Peace, shall be allowed for the causes, and according to the 
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rules authorising changes of venue before Justices of tba 
Peace. 

(it,. Attorney S:EC. 3. The Council may appoint a Prosecuting Attor­
ney for said town, and pay him from the Treasury of the 
corporation such sum as may be reasonable. 

AepeaL SEO. 4. All acts and parts of acts coming in conflict 
with this act, be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Take effect. SEO. 5. This act to be in force from and after its publi-
cation in the paper published in Bloomfield, the expense 
of publication to be paid by the corporation of said town. 

ApPROVED, July 12th, 1856. 

I certify that the foregoing act was published in the "Iowa Flag," a paper 
published in Bloomfield, on the 26th day of July, 1856. 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
Secretary of State. 

CHAPTER 20. 

WAPELLO CITY. 

AN ACT to incorporate the City of Wapello, in Louisa county, Iowa. 

Boundaries. SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the 
State of IO'Wa, That all that territory lying in township 
seventy-four' north, range three west of the principal 
meridian, described as follows: Commencing in the mid­
dle of the main channel of Iowa River, opposite Pleasant 
street, in England's addition to Wapello, thence west to Wa­
ter street, thence north on the east side of Water street to 
Mills street, thence along the west side of the Wapello mill 
race, until it intersects the section line between sections 
twenty-two and twenty-seven, in said township; thence west 
with said section line to the north-west corner ot' said soo­
tion twenty-seven; thence south with the section line to 
the south-west corner of said section twenty-seven; thenoe 
south eighty rods; thence east to the :middle of the main 
channel of the Iowa River; thence up said main chani:Le1 .. 
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the place of beginning, is hereby incorporated into a city 
by the name of Wapello. 

SEC. 2. The said city is made- a body corporate, and in- CorporatioD. 

v:ested with all the powers and attributes of a municipal 
corporation. 

SEC. 3. The legislative authority of the city is vested Legis1ati .... 

in 2. City Council, consisting of a Mayor, and Board of authority. 

Councilmen, composed of two from each ward of the city. 
SEC. 4. The said city shall be dhided into three wards Warda. 

as follows, to-wit: The first ward, all that portion lying 
hetween the north boundary of' said city and Van Buren 
street. The second ward, that portion lying between Van 
Buren und lY ushillgton street8. The third ward, that por-
tion lying between lVashington street and the south bound-
ary of th~ city; Pr{Y/)ided, the said City Coullcilmay change, 
unite or dh-ide the said wards, or any of them, whenever 
they Fhnll think it for the interest of'the city. 

SEC. 5. Every white mule citizen of'the United States, CitizeDllhip. 

of the age of twenty-one years, who ::;ha11 have been a resi-
dent of the city six months preceding the election, is de-
clared a citizen of said city, and is entitled to vote at all 
the elections thereof. 

SF£. 6. The election of the city (for officen;) shall be ('on~uetini 
conducted in a similar manner to that in which the elections eleehonL 

are conducted in the townships, as near as the nature of the 
case permits. 

SEC. 7. A person offering to vote may be challenged as ChalIen~. 
in other elections in the township, and an oath may be ad­
ministered to him in like manner, naming the qualifications 
lunvin prescribed. 

SEC. 8. No person shall be eligible to any elective of- Who ineli~­
fice mentioned in this act, unless he be a legal voter of the bIe. 

city, and has been a resident thereof for one year next pre-
ceding his election. 

SEC. 9. That the qualified electors of 8aid city shall on EleetioD or of­

the first Monday of September, A. D., 1856, and annually on fiee .... 

the same day thereafter, elect a Mayor, and at the same 
time six Councilmen, a Recorder, an ABses80r, a Treasurer, 
a }{arsllal; and the Mayor and Councilmen 80 elected, 
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when 8.8sembled together aud duly organized, shall cousti·. 
tute the City Council; a majority of whom shall be neces­
sary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of' business. 

Tenn. They shall be elected for the term of one yet.1r, and until 
their successors are elccted and qualified. The Mayor, Re­
corder, Assessor, Treasurer, and Marsllltl I'Ihl111 be elccted 
by the legal votcrs of'said city. 

M.yOI~8duty. SEC. 10. It shall be the duty or the Mayor to !ice that the 
laws and ordinances of the city are executed, and their vio­
lation punished, to superintend and direct the official con­
duct of subordinate officcrs; to sign and seal all commis­
sions, licenses and permits, granted by the City Council, 
and to perform @luch duties, and excrcil'le such powcrs as 
pertain to the office of the Mayor of' a city, and such as may 
be granted, or impo8ed hy the ordinance of the city contiis­
tent with law. 

Judicial fune- SEC. 11. He shall be a conservator of the peace within 
tiollll. 

the city, and (ex-officio) justice of the peace, and invested 
with exclusive original jurisdiction f'or the violation of the 
ordinances of the city, and with criminal jurisdiction of of­
fences against the laws of the State, cominitted within the. 
city, and with civil jurisdiction limited to the city, in the 
same manner as that of Justices' are 01' may be limited to 
their township. He sha11·not be disqualified from acting 
in such judicial capacity, by any proceeding, being in the 
name or behalf of the city: P'I'O'Videa, that in case of the 
inability of' the Mayor of Wapello to act as a Justice or con­
eervator of the peace, or to perform the judicial duties of 
his office, whether said inability arise from sickness, ab-

JIlstice ofthe sence from home, or any other cause; any JUl5tice of the 
PeaceofWa- p f' W 11 wnsh' ak . d' . pello town- eace 0 ape 0 to Ip may t e cogmzance an JUrIS-

Ihip. diction of cases aril!ling under any of the ordinances of said 
City, such inability being entered of record of the Justice 
acting in such cases . 

. 4wu1a. BRO. 12. Appeals to the District Court in the same conn- . 
. ty shall be allowed from the judgments and decisions of the 
'·Mayori in the same cases, time and manner, as may at any 
be:allow.ed by law from those of other Justices, .and they 

... :IsPe& . shall be tried M in otber . .uses.. He will be entitled.to.da-

Digitized by Coogle 



) 

LAW'S OF lOW A. 

mand and receive the same tees as are at tAe time allowed 
by law to Justices of the Peace. He shall be the presidingPreBide.­
officer of the City Oouncil when present, and shall give the 
casting vote when tbere is a tie, and in hit> absence the Pres't. P. T. 

Oouncil ma~' appoint a President for the time being from 
thdr own bod)'. . 

SEC. 13. Tho Council shall be the judge of the (plalifi-\owel~ ~r 
. I l' f . b' I COUIlt'iI. catIons aIll e l'ctlOns 0 Its own mem ors;- It may (.:-ter-

mine the l'11ll'tl of'itt; own proceedi:ags, and Khall kl'l'p a rec-
ord thereof, 'vhich shall be open to inspection f)f every citi-
zen, and Illay compel the attendance of its members in such 
manner, and hy such penalties as it lllay adopt. 

SF£. 14.. The Marshal shall be a conl'lervator of the peace, }lni-s~1I1'8 
d · I . ffi f h ,..' dIll duty. an IS t te eX('cuhvc 0 cer 0 t C ..u.ayor tl court, an s 1a . 

execute and return all proce~.s directeJ to him by the May-' 
or. Aud in caties for the violation of eity ordinanees, and 
criminal laws of'the State, may execute the same in any 
part of the COUllty, and shall·have the same authority with--'" 
in the city to quell riots and disturbances, to prevent crimes 
and arrest offenderi'l, that the Sheriff has within his comity,' 
and may in the same case, and under the t:1ame penalties,­
require the aid of' citizens, and. perform all dutiet! imposed: 
by the Oouncil. lIe may with the approval of the Ooun:eil' 
appoint one or mOTe deputies, and discharge them, and he 
shall be responsible for their doing when acting officially.­
For service of legal process he shall be entitled to the same 
fees as a constable, and f~r services required by the Coun-' 
cHiuch compensation as it may allow. 

SEC. 15. The Treasurer, Recorder, Assessor and' Mar-B~nd~ of 
Bha! shall give such bond, perform such duties, and exercise officeI'@. 
Buch powers as may be required of them by ordinance, not 
inconsistent with law. 

SEC. 16. In all elections -for city officers, the Mayor ElectioDi. -
shall issue a proclamation to the voters of the city, naming 
the time and place of holding the election; 'and the officers 
to be elected; which proclamation -shall -be published' by.-" 
posting one or more copies thereof in· each ward, at~ leaBt:" 
ten days before said election. The poils sh~li i be' opened 
between the hours .of eigpt and ten o'eloc}(;inJt&" forenoon, 
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and continue open until four o'clock hl the aftemoon. With­
in two days after the election, the judges of said election 
shall make their returns to the Mayor, who t;hall examine 
and cause an abstract of'the votes to be recorded in a book 
provided for that purpose: P1'ovided, that the first election 
under this charter Rhl'111 be held under the direction, and by 
the proclamation of' the pre:l"ent Mayor ot' the town of Wa­
lleIlo. 

S};c. 1 'T. No member of the City Council RhaIl be eligi­
ble to any office within the gift of the Councn during the 
term for which he is elected, nor shall he be interested di­
rectly or indirectly in the profits of any contl"llc~ or job of 
work or services to be performell by the city. 

SEC. 18. OrdinanceR paf'sed hy the City Council shall 
be signed by the 'City lfayor, attested by tIre Recorder, 
and before they take effect, be published in one or more 
newspapers, published in t1lC~city, at least ten days, and if 
there be no such newspapers, they shnll be posted up in each 
ward, the same length of time, they shall also be recorded 
in a book to be kept for that purpose, and signed by the 
Mayor and attested by the Recorder. 

SEC. 19. It is the dut.y of the City Recorder to keep a 
true record of all the official pl'oceedings of tbe City Coun­
cil, and such record shall at all times be open to the in­
spection of' any citizen. 

O&t11 of offi· S1<:c. 20. The Mayor, Council, Marshal, Treasurer, Re-
eN'S. corder and Assessor shall take an oath to support the Con-

stit.ution of'the United States and of the State of Iowa; faith­
fully and impartially to perform their duties to the best of 

Qualific!ltion their knowledge and ability. Other officers shall qualify 
of IJUb-officere, in such manner as may be prescribed by the Council. The 

oaths of officers may be administered by the Mayor or Re­
corder, when he is qualified, and in the transaction of the 
husiness oftheccrporation,thoseofficersand the President for 
the time being,.may administer oaths, which shall have the 
same effect as if' administered hy other officers authorized 
thereto. 

Fees. SEC. 21. The Recorder, Marshal and Assessor shall re-
~ive such fees as the City Council shall deem right, not 

.. . 
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exceeding the amount allowed county or township officers 
for such services. 

S1OO. 22. The Council may hold its meetings as it sees Meetinp. 
fit, having fixed stated times, or provide the manner of call-
ing them by ordinance, and its meetings shall be public. 
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SEC. 23. The Council may appoint in such manner as it.o~ubordinato 
determines, and during its pleasure, Street Commissioners, een. 
a Clerk of the :Market, City Surveyor, ilealth Officers, and 
snch other officers as it deems advisable, and prescribe their 
dnties, powers and qualifications, and may provide for the . 
l·lection of any snch officers by the citizens. 

SEC. 24. When a vacancy occn1'111 i~l any of the electivevaeaney. 
city offices, the Council may fill the vacancy by appoint-
ment of record until the next election, and the qnalific~tion 
of successor. 

SEC. 25. The City Council is invested with authority tOOrdinllneee. 
make ·ordinances to secure the inhabitants agaill~t fire, 
against the violation of the laws) and the public lleacc, to 
Auppress riots, gambling and drunkennes~, or indecent or 
disorderly conduct, to puni .. h lewd behavior in public 
places, and generan~r to provide for the· sufety, prosperity 
and good order of the cit~·, and the health, morals, comfort 
and cOllveniclloo of the inhabitants, and to impose penalties 
for the violation of' its ordinances, not exceeding Olle hun-
dred dollars, which may be recovere(l by ch·jl action in the 
llame of'the city or by complaint before the Mayor as in 
criminal proceedings before a Justice of the Peace; and the 
Jaws of the State relating to the carrying jOnto effect a judg-
ment of' a Justice of' the Pea~e imposing a fine, shull he ap-
plied to judgments in the case, but the charges thereof 
must be borne by the city. 

SEC. 26. The Council is authorized to establish and or-Fire C()D1l'a­
ganize fire' companies and to pl"Ovide them with fire engines nies. 
and other apparatus. 

SEC." 21. The Council may regulate the keeping and sale Powder. 
fi ganpowd'er within the city. 

SJ;c. 28. The Council have exclusive authority to pro-Lic~-' 

vide for the licence, regulating and prohibition of all exhi-
10 
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bitions, shows and theatrical perfonnances, billiard tables, 
ball and ten pin alleys, and places where games of skill or 
chance are played, but the above authority extends to no 
l'xhibition of a purely literary or scientific character, and 
prohibit the retail of intoxicating liquors, unless such pro­
hibition would be inconsistent with the laws of the State, 
at the time existing, and the saiel Council is authorized to 
revoke or sllilpend any of the above licence", when it deem~ 
the good order aud the welfare of the city requires it. 

SI~. 2!). TIIC Council may make all llece~:-<ary ordinan­
ces in relation to the cleanliness and health of the city, nnll 
lllay l'l'(luire the owners of 1018 on whieh wah'r becomes 
l!tagllunt, to drain or fill up the Kame, and in default there­
of, aftl'r reasonahle notice, may cause the 81l111l' to be done 
at the expenRe of'the city, und URKeRR the C08t .. thereof on 
the HpecHic 1M", and callt-'e them to he sold hy the Collec­
tor of the city a:5 in the Cll:-<C of tuxet-', and the Olnwr llIay 
l'l,deeUl frolll such Ilale as in caKe of a sale ft)!' tax. , 

SEC. 30. It may regulate the system of cartage and 
drayage within the ci ty, audmay il"8ue liCelll'e:5 theretor, 
and Illay prohibit animals fi'om ruuning at large. 

SEC. 31. The CounCil shall provide by ordinance for the 

keeping of'the public money @f the Cityaud the manner of' 
disbursing the same, and shall audit all claims against the 
City, and all officers of' the City are accountable to the 
Council in such manner as it directs. It shall publish an­
nually a particular statement of the receipts and expendi~ 

tures of the City, and of' all debts owing to and from the 
same. 

SEC. 32. It has the exclusive authority to establish the 
grades of whal'ves, streets and alleys of the City, and may 
change the same upon the petition of' two thirds the value 
of'the real property on both sides of the street where it is 
desired to change. 

SEC. 33. Imprisonment for the violation of any ordinance 
shall not exceed fifteen days, and tIle County jail shall 
be the place of imprisonment, but at the expense of the 
City. 

Sec. 34. The City Council is authorized to levy and 
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.collect taxes, not exceeding one half of one per eeet m:I. an 
the proPerty within the City which is liable for State' and 
.eounty, taxes, including improvements 'on such p!:«»perty, 
:aud .it may e:x:empt such improvements when it is Iil'& deter­
,mined by a lVot.e of a majority of all the votes of the city 
but when 8\lOlt exemption takes place, the l'ate of' tax on 
all the per8Qllsl property shall not exceed tllat ab€lTlt nam­
ed, and the r::l.te on reality shall not exceed one and one 
.half of one per CeJ!It on the valuation, The CmmeU ulay 
also levy a tax: ond0gs, or may prohibit their l"mlWng at 
lurge in the City, Provided, that the tax thus levied amI 
.collected, when the improvements are included, fiJhall not 
. exceed <one fonrtJl,of one per cent, and when impl'"e:&t¥;llts 
care exempt as abo~T>e named, one fourth of one per £cut on 
personal property, .and one per cent on real propel'ty" un­
til otherwise determmoo by the qualified electors of the City 

:ut:8Jl aHnual electiOJl, or a special election held lOt' that 
,purpose j provided tha.ta11 property, both real and pe.rsOll­
aI, owned, or whi.eh may be hcreaftcr acquired 1y sai(l 
City in iti corporate eapacity, shall be exempt from taxa­
tion for State, CoUJJ.t,y or other purposes. 

SEO. 35. The Marshal, or in case of his absense or imbili-Collection 
ty, such person as the Council may appoint in his stead, eI'TueB. 
shall be the collector of taxes j and before proceeding to 
·collect the same shall give twenty days notice of the- 8.S3e5il-

ment and levy of the tax, and the rate thereof in genel'al 
terms, without the names or, description of property, in a 
newspaper printed in tlle city, if there be one, and if not 
then by thirty days notice by posting in three ol'IDO'I'epub-

, lie places in said City. 
SEO. 36. During the thirty days, any person aggrievcdAppeal. 

by this assessment or taxation, may appear before the 
council which may correct the same if found erroneous. 
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SEO. 31. The Marshal may des train upon pen!onal prop_Sale o! pet" 
I, bi ' d 11 th I.' th lonalhes. erty UI. e to taxation, an se e same lor e payment, 

if not paid in reasonable time after demand, as constables 
may sell personal property on execution. 

SEC. 3'3. Taxes on real property shall be a lien thereon, Lieu. 
and it may be sold therefor wlien the taxes remain unpaid 
for six months after posting the notice of ~e tax. 
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SEC. 39. Sueh sale must be at auction, and there mus' 
be thirty dayt; notice previou~ to the Foale giwn as above pro­
ided for, notitYing the a""l'",.:mcnt and tax. In such w4t 
he who hids to pay the amount due for the leai-lt quantity 
of land will be the bigh(·st hidder, and the mannC?r of ascer­
taini1lg the portion l)i<ili)r shall be as in the Statc re.enll{' 
law. 

fo'l':C, 40. Thl' )far,.:hal shall execute ~ml deliver to the 
l>Ul'(')ut":l'r a (Iced run1ling ill tltt· lUUl\l' 01' the State;' which 
ollall havc tll(' 1'1lI11e fOl't'e alld cfieet as the dQCd of the 
Treu;;ul'l'r of the COUllt~· in like drcum~tancei' 011 sale for 
County and Statl' tnx<'s. 

SIX'. 41. The ('oulleil 11:\\'e tll(' ('ontrol ofthl' strcets, al­
ley,.; alllI pnhlic gl'(lllllcl,.: within t11l' ('it~·, and may cause 
F.idewalk" to 1)(' pan·a or lllankl'd in the ,.:allll', Rnd to this 
(·Jl(l it llIay l'<'qnire thl' owne~ (if lots to Imvo or l't'pair the 
salllC, C()nti,{!11Ou8 to thdr rt'''pl'dive lot", and in case or 
ll('glec:t after T('uf;ollahlc: time ll:mlNl in the order, the same 
llla~' be done hy the City, and the l'XP(,llSt'~ of the 8ame 
r.sf;C'sf;('{l on the cltlltigUt>uf.I lot~, which f'hall ]urvothe effect 
of a tax lcvied thcrC'oll, and the Rllme Ulay he sold therefm­
as for It tax, ~uh.iect to the right of redmption. .AU road 
tax which may hereaftcr be paid llpon any property il'l 
'Wapello in lieu of labor shall be paid to the proper all­
thoritit·tl of t'uid City for the illlpl'O\'l'ment of the streets 
thl'l'l'ot: .Any pel'f'on being a rc~ident of said City subjeot 
hy the law of thi,; Htate to do work upon roads and high ... 
ways. <'hl111 be re(luired to do or cause to be done under the 
uil'cetion of tht~ proper authorities upon the streets of said 
City or public roadtl and highways leading thereto as said 
authorities may diroct. The City Council shall supercede 
the road supervisors in all jurisdiction within the corporate 
limits, aud porform all their duties, and shall he required 
to perform labor on, and keep in repair all the puhlic roada, 
and highwuys leading theroto within one mile of said Cit\t 
on the West side of'the Iowa River. -, 

SEI'. 42. This Act to t.ake ('Wect from and after its pub, 
lication ill the Republican at Iowa Cit.y ~nd in the Wapel~ 

Digitized by Coogle J 



LAWS OF IOWA. Cl1 

Intelligencer, the expense_of the same to be paid by the 
City of' Wapello. 

ApPROVED, July 15th, 1856. 

CHAPTER 21. 

IOWA CITY • 

.AN ACT to amend lUI Act entitled "An Act to incorporate Iowa City." 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by'the General A88embly qf theAdditi~nB !Il-
(Y~_~. ,/! T. Th 11 th d·· f h cludedln CIty. 

0fIU«I OJ .L()Wa, at a at Istnct 0 country ere-
after descri1>ed be an<l the same is declared to be added to 
and included within the corporate limits of Iowa City, in 
the COUl'lty of Johnson, to wit: Being bounded on the 
north and west by the present corporative limits of said 
city, and on the east and south in a line commencing at 
the south east corner of' lot number twenty-eight, as desig-
nated on the oIiginal recorded plat of Iowa City; thence 
south to the 'W yoming road as shown on the new map of 
said city, compiled and drawn by J. H. Miller in 1854, 
thence west to the south-east corner of that part of said city 
laid out and recorded as the county seat of' Johnson county. 

SEC. 2. That the district of Territory described in tlie ·Ward. 

foregoing section shall constitute a part of and be included 
within the:first ward of said city, until such time as the 
council af said city may othcn\1:ise est.ablish by ordinances. 

SEC. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from Take ('/feei. 
and after its publication in the weekly newspapers of said 
city, and said city pay for the publication of the same. 

ApPROVED, July 16, 1856. 

~blisbed in the Capital Reporter July 23d and the Iowa City Republicnn 
July 26th 1856 

GEO. W. }IcCLEAll.Y, 
Secretal'y of ::ltnte. 
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CHAPl'ER 2:? 

LY()~""8. 

AN ACT to amend an act to incorporate the city of Lyons apIll'Oved Janus­
J'Y 24th, 18M. 

Amelltlmcnt. SEC"rION 1. Be it enactefllfy the General AssemlJly of tlu 
State if Imca, That the charter of' Lyons city be and 
the Bame is herehy amended as follows: by substituting the 
word "~ix" in sections four and I'ix instead of the word 
"three" so as to read "six lllOUtJIS" in:;tcad of "three months" 
by striking" out of' the twenty-ninth licction the words "one 
balf' of''' : by adding to the thirty-til'st section the words 
"upon taxes remaining unpaid for two months from the time 
of giving said notice interest shall be paid after the expira­
tion of said two months at the rate of'twenty five pel' cent 
pel' annum" : and that section thirty seven be amended by 
striking out all of' that part of said section after the word 
"time" and substituting tJle following: "TIl at the lands 80 

sold may be redeemed within the same time and upon the 
same conditions that lands may be redeemed when sold for 
County and State taxes, under the general revenue law of 
-the State now or hereafter exitlting, by making payment to 
the collector of taxes or the purchaser, and the purchaser 
may proceed in the same manner to perfect his title to said 
land as is or may be provided by the general revenue law 
€If the State, Provided, that the amendments hereby made 
shall in no wf),y effect allY tax heretofore levi6d under said 
act, and the same shall be conected in the manUel' author­
ized by Raid act. 

Road Di,trict. SEC.~. Be it further enacted tlmt. tho territory embra.­
ced within the limits of'said Lyons City, sho.ll constitute one 
road district, and that the Street CommissioIlcr now or 
hereafter UIJpoilltl'd in said city shall act as t.he supcrvisor 
of tmid road di!:;trict, and for that purpose is iIwe:;tcd with 
a.ll the powers of road supervisor, and that the Council of 
said city may at any time divide the same into two or more 
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TOad districts and appoint a st.reet commissioner in each of 
said dilStricts who shall act as supervisor in their respective 
districts. 

68 

SEO. 3. ThilS act shall take effect from and after its pub- Take eft'eet. 

lication ill the Lyons Mirror and Lyons City Advocate, the 
exp(mse of said publication to be paid by said Lyons City. 

ApPROVF..D, July 14th, 1856. 

CHAPTFR23. 

OTTUMWA CITY •• 

AN ACT to incorporate the City of Ottumwa. Wapello County. Iowa. 

SECTION ]. Be it enacted by the Generol.Assemhly of elu Ottumwa de­
State of Iowa, That the town of' Ottumwa, situated in Wa- clareda eity. 

pello county, low8, as recorded upon the records of said 
county, together with the various additions, which have 
been made thereto, and are now of !ecord, are hereby. 
declared to be a city, by the name of Ottumwa. 

SEO. 2. The said city is made a body corporate, and is Corporatioa. 

invested with all the powers and attributes of a municipal 
corporation. 

SEO. 3. The Legislative authority of the city is vested in Legisle:tin 
C· C '1 .. f lIK d B d f AId autborIty. a Ity 'ounCl, COllslstmg 0 a J.uayor an oar 0 er-

men, composed of three from each ward of the city. 
SEC. 4. The said city shall be divided into wards by the Ward!!. 

Council thereof, ii'om t~me to time, as they may deem pro­
per. 

SEC. 5. Every white mal.e citizen of' the United States, Citizen!!. 

of'the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resi-
dent of'the city six months, and of the ward in which he of-
fers his vote, ten days, next preceding a city election, is 
declared a citizen of the said city, and is entitled to a vote 
at all the elections thereof. 

SEC. 6. The elections of the city (for officers) shall be Cond~ctillJ 
d d . "1 ilia' I . I h I electIon .. con ucte m a manner as SlllU ar to t m W llC 1 tee e/;!- . 
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tions are conducted in the townships, 88 the nature of the 
cue permits. 

<lIaJleage. SEC. 7. A person offering to vote may be challenged 
88 in other elections in the townships; and an oath Dlay be 
administered to him in like manner, naming the qualifica.­
tions herein prescribed. 

Who eligible. SEC. 8. No person shall be eligible to any elective office 
mentioned in this act, unleliS he be a legal voter of the city, 
and hili been resident thereof for over one year next pre-
ceding hili election. -

Election. SF..c. 9. That the qualified electors of said city shall, on 
the first Monday of'September, 1856, and on the first Mon-

OfIioel'& day in March a.nnllall)r thereafter, elect a Mayor, and at 
the same time nine Aldermen, a Recorder, Assessor, Trea­
surer and Marshal; and the Mayor and Aldermen so elect­
ed, when assembled together, and duly organized, shall con-

City Council. stitute the City Council, a majority of whom shall be ne­
cessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-

Term. ness. They shall be elected for the term of' one year, and 
until their successors are elected and qualified. The May­
or, Recorder, Asses80r, TreaF\urer anu Marshal shall be 
e lectad by the legal voters of said city. 

Aldermen. SEC. 10. Three Aldermen shall be elected in each ward 
by the legal voters thereof. 

)layor'i duty. SEC. 11. It shall be the duty of the Mayor to see that 
the lawl'l and ordinances of the city are executed, anu their 
violation punished; to superintend and direct the official 
conduct of the subordinate officers; to sign. and'seal all 
commissions, licences and permits, granted by the City 
Council, and to perform such duties and exercise such pow­
ers, as pertain to the office of the Mayor of a city, and such 
as may be granted or imposed by the ordinances of the city, 
consistent with law. 

Judicial func- S~C. 1!. He shall be a conservator of'the peace within 
uon. the city, and ex-officio a Justice of the Peace, and is invest­

ed with exclusive original jurisdiction for the violation of 
the ordinances of the city, and with criminal jurisdiction of 
offences against the laws of the State, committed within the 
city, and with civil jurisdiction, limited to the city, in the 
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~me manner as that of J nstiees is or may be limited to 
their townships; he shall not be disqualified from acting in 
slitch judicial capacity, by any proceeding being in the 
name of or behalf of the city. 

SF..c. 13. Appeals to the District Court in the sameAppeal& 
county shall be allowed from the judgments and decisions 
of the Mayor, in the same cases, time and m!'tnner as may 
at any time be allowed by law from those of other J liStices, 
8.!ld they shall be tried as in other cases. He will be enti-Fees. 
tIed to demand and recei ve the same fees as are at the time 
allowed by law to Justices of the Peace. He shall be the Preside. 
presiding officer of the City Council when present, and shall 
give the casting vote when there is a tie, and in his absence 
the Council may appoint a president for the time beingPres. P. '1'. 

from their own body. 

65 

SEC. 14. The Council shall be the judge of the qualifi-CouncilJudg<, 
t · d I t' f't b 't d . of election and ca Ions an e ec IOn 0 1 sown mem ers; 1 may etermmequalification 

the nIles of its own proceedings, and shall ke@p a record members. 
thereof, which shall be open to the in~pection of every citi-
zen, and may compel the attendance of' its members iN. .such 
manner, and by such penalties as it may adopt. 

SEC, 15. The Marshal shall be a conservator of' the peace Marshal's tIu· 

and is the executive officer of the Mayor's Court, and shall ty, 
execute and return all process directed to him by the May-
ur; and in cases for the violation of the city ordinances, and 
of the criminal laws of the State, may execute the same in 
any part of the county; and he shall have the same Keep Peace. 
authority within the city to quell riots and disturbances, to 
prevent crimes, and to arrest offenders, that the Sheriff has 
within his county; and may, in the same cases ~nd under the 
same penalties, require the aid of the citizens, and perform 
all duties imposed by the Council. He may with the ap-
proval of the Council appoint one or more deputielil, and Deputies. 

discharge them, and he shall be responsible for their do': 
ings when acting officially, for the service of legal process 
he shall be entitled to the same fees as a Constable, and forFees. 
serVices required by the Oouncil, such compensation as it 
may allow. 

SEC. 16. The Treasurer, Recorder, Assessor, and Mar-Bonds. 
11 
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sha! shall give such bond, perform such duties, and exer­
cise such powers as may be required of them by ordinan­
ces, not inconsistent with law. 

Proclamation. SEC. 17. In all elections for city officers, the Mayor 

Eleetion. 

PoJl~, 

Ueturns. 

shall issue a proclamation to the' voters of the city, or of the 
several wards, as the case may require, naming the time 
and place or places for election, and the officers to be chosen, 
and cause a copy to be posted up in each ward, at least ten 
days previous to the day of holding election. The polls 
shall be opened between the hours of eight and ten o'clock 
in, the foren~on, and continue open till four o'clock in the 
afte~noon. Within two days after the election, the judges 
of' the election shall make their retm'llS to the president of 
the Oity Conncil, who shall examine them at their next 

Recorded, meeting, and cause an abstract of the votes to be recorded 

I ne1igible, 

il) a boo~ to be kept fOl' that purpose. 
S~" 18. ~o, mem,ber of the Oity Council shall be eligi­

pIe to any off.lce with~n ~e gift of the City Council, during 
the ti~~ for which he is elec;ted j nor shall he be interested 
d4>eetly or iI\directly, in the profits of I;I.ny contract, or job 
of work, or services, to be performed for the city. 

Ordinances. SEC., 19.. Ordinances passed by the City Council, shall 
be signed by the M~y.ol', attested by the Recorder, and be­

Publication. fore th,ey Utke eit'ect, 'be. pllblished in on,e or more newspa­
pers, published in the ~ity, at ~east ten days j and if there 
be no such ~wspaper, they shall be pOl;lted up in each ward 

Recorded. the S8.lI;l6 length of time. They shal\ also 'be recorded in a 

Recorder's 
duty. 

Oath. 

book to be kept for that purpose, and sign~ by the Mayor, 
and attested by the Recorder ~ 

SEC. 20. It is the duty of the City :Recorder to keep a 
true record of all the official proceedings of the Qity Coun­
cil, and such record shall at all times be open to. the inspec­
tion of any citizen. 

SEC. 21. The Mayor, Aldermen, Marshal, ~urer, 
Recorder and Assessor, shall take an oath to support th~ 
Constitution of the United States, and of the State of Iowa" 
ana faithfully and impartially to perform their duty to the 
best of their knowledge and ability. Other officers shall 
qualify in Buch matmQr a8 way be prescribed by the Coun-· 
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cil. The oath of office may be administered by the 1IayorWho_y 
or Recorder, when he is qualified; and in the transaction edmi.-r_ 

of the business of the corporation, th0ge officers, and the 
president for the time being, may administer oaths, which 
shall ha¥e the same effect as if adminiatered by other offi-
cers authorDed thereto. 

SEC. 22. The Recorder, )[arshal and A... ..... ~r shall re-Pees. 
cei¥e such fees as the City Council deem right, not exceed­
ing the amount allowed county or tOWllShip officers for such 
;;ernces. 

SEC. 23. 'TIle Council ma¥ hold its meetings as it sees fit. lIt'eting of 
h . fi ed ed' -'d th ( call' Couneil anng Xi stat times, or pron e e manner 0 mg 
them by ordinance; and its meetings shall be public. 

SEC. 24:. The Council may appoint in such manner as itCoun~il may 
d . d d' 'ts I S C . - appoInt eer­etenmnes, an unng I p easure, treet ;omIDlSSlOners,tain offieelS. 

a Clerk of the Market, City S1lJ'\"'eyor, Health Officers, and 
such other officers 88 it deem adnsable, and may prescribe 
their dutiea, powers, and qualifications, and may prescribe 
for the election of any such officers by the citizens. 

SEC. 2li. When a ¥acancy occurs in any of the electh-e \_~y­
city officers, the Council may fill the ncancy by appoint-
ment of record until the next election, and the qualification 
of the successor. 

SEC. 26. The City Council is invested with authority to Ordinanees. 

make ordinances ro secure the inhabitants against fire. 
against violations of the law and the pU:blic peace; to sup-
press riots, gamblin, and drunkenness, or indecent or dia-
orderly conduct, ro punish lewd behavior in public places, 
and generally to provide for ~e safety and prosperity and 
good order of the city, and the health, morals, comfort and 
convenience of the inhabitants, and to impose penalties for iii-. 

the violation of its ordinances, not exceeding one hundred 
dollars, which may be recovered by civil action in the name 
of the city, or by complaint before the Mayor as in criminal 
proceedings before a jnstice of the peace, and the laws of 
the State relating to carrying into effect a judgment of a 
justice of the peace imposing a fjne, shall be applied to 
j~dgments in the above Q8Se8, bu~ th~ c~ the~( mnst 
ile Qo~e Qr the citro 
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SEC. 27. The Oouncil is authorized to' establish and or­
ganize fire companies, and to provide them with fire engines 
and other apparatus; and it has the control of' the landing 
on the Desmoines River, and may regulate the landing, 
wharfage, and dockage of all water crafts, goods, lumber, 
and other things la.nded or taken from the same. 

SEC. 28. The Oouncil may regulate the keeping and sale 
of gunpowuer within t.he city. 

SEC. 29. The Council have the (lxclu6ive authority to 
provide for the license, regulation and prohibition of all ex­

Hhows, &e. hibitions, shows and theatrical performances; hilliaru ta­
Gaming tao bles, ball a~ld ten pin alleys, and places where games of 

bles. skill or chanco arc played; but the above authority exten&;. 
to no exhibition of a purely literary or scientific character-

License. 

Exceptions. when the laws of the State permit or refuse licenses for the 
sale of intoxicating liquors, that matter shall be within the 
exclusive authority of said Council, and it may at all times 
prohibit the retail of such liquors, unless such prohibiting 
would be inconsistent with the laws of the State, at the time 
existing; and the said COlIDCil is authorized -to revoke or 
sllsp<md any of the above licenses, when it deems that the 
good order and welfare of the city require it. 

Health. 

Drains. 

SEC. 30. The Council may make. all necessary ordinan­
ces in relation to the cleanliness and health of' the city; and 
may require the owners of .lots, on which water become" 
stagnant, to drain or fill up the same; and in ~efault there­
of, after reasonable notice, may cause the same to be done at 
the expense of the city, and assess the costs thereof on the 
specific lots and cause them to be sold by the Collector (.f 
the City, as in the case of taxes; and the owner may re­
deem from such sale as in case of a sl11e for tax. 

Drayage. &e.' SEC. 31. It may regulate the system of cartage.and dray­
age within the city, and may issue license theretoI'; and 

. may prohibit hogs from running at large withiR the city, 
and may prhibit other animals from running at large from 
the first day of November to the first day of April. 

Moneys. SEC. 32. The Council shall provide by ordinance for the 
keeping of the public moneys of the city, and the manner 
of disbursing the same, and shall audit all claims against 
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the city, and all officers of the city are accountable to the 
Council in such manner as it directs. It shall publish an­
nually a particular statement of the receipts and expendi-
tures of the city and of all debts owing to and from the 
same. 

69 

Publish. 

Sec. 33. The City C~uncilshal1 have power to vacateStreeteandal-, ley&. 
streets and alleys, and re-locato the same, and extend the 
same to the corporation line; but wheneyer the exercise of 
tllis power shall in any way iuj ure the property of any per­
son, the corporation of said city shall be liable to tho person 
80 injured, in such sum as may be adjudged proper, by 
three disinterested persons, to be selected by the Marshal 
of said city. 

SEC. 34. Imprisonment for the vi.olation of any ordi- Imprisonment 

nance shall not exceed fifteen days, and the county jail shall 
be the place of imprisonmen:, but at the expense of the city. 

SEC. 35. The City Council is authorized to levy and Taxes. 

collect taxes, not exceeding one-halt of one per cent. on all 
property within the city, which isliablo for State and coun-
ty taxes, including improvements on snch property; and it . . 

I . I .. d . I Exempt lDI-may exempt suc 1 Improvements, w len It IS so etermmel ~l'Oyemeuts 

by a vote of a maiority of all the voters of the city; but Y YOW. 

when such an exemption takes place~ the rate of tax on per-
sonal property shall not exceed that above named, and the Limit. 

rate 011 realty shall not exceed one and one-half of Ol1e per 
cent. on the valuation; the Cou\lcil may also levy a tax on 
dogs, or may prohibit their running at large in the city; Dogs. 

Pr()Vided, that the tax thus levied and collected, when im-
. 1 d d hall d to h' Limitation of provements- are mc u e ,s not excee one-lourt of one tax. 

por cent., and when improvements are exempt as' above 
named, one-fourth of one per cent. on personal property, and 
one per cent. on real property, until otherwise determined 
by the qualified electors of the city, at an annual election 
Qr a special election, held for tha.t purpose. 

f)EC, 36, The Marshal, or in 'case of his absence or disa- Collector. 

b.iljty~ su~h person as the Council may appoint in his stead, 
shall be t4e Oolle.ator of taxes, and before proceeding to 
collect the (jIame, sh~l give thirty days' notice of the assess-
m,ent ap,-d leYl Qf the taxl ~~~ tJ!e rate therof, in general 
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terms, without the names or description of property, in a 
newspaper,printed in the city, if there be one, and if not, 
then by three months' notice in the most public places in 
each ward. 

Soo. 37. During the thirty days, any person aggrieved 
by this asBeB8meDt or taxation, may appear before the Coun­
cil, whic~ may correct the same if found erroneou. 

Soo. 3S. The marshal may destrain UpOJl personal pro­
perty liable to taxation, and sell the same for payment, if 
not paid in reasonable time after demanded, as constables 
may sell personal property on execution. 

Soo. 39. Taxes on real property shall be a lien thereon, 
and it may be sold therefor, when the taxes remain unpaid 
for six months after posting the notice of the tax. 

Notice or sale. SEC.~. Such sale must be at auction, and there must 
be thirty days' notice prior to the sale given as above pro-

Purehoaer. vided for, notifying the 8B8essment and tax. In such sale, 
he who bids to pay the amount due for the least quantity of 
land will be the highest bidder; and the manner of ascer­
taining the portion bid for, shall be as in the State revenue 
law. 

Deed. 

Powera of 
Council 

Soo. 41. The marshal shall execute and deliver to the 
purchaser a deed, running in the name of the State, which 
shall have the same force and effect as the deed of the trea­
surer of the county in like circumstances on sales for coun-
ty and state taxes. , 

Soo. 42. The Council have the control of the streets and 
alleys and public grounds of Ottumwa Oity, and may caUBe 

Pavements. sidewalks to be paved in the same, and to this end, it may 
require the owners of lots to pave or repair the same, con­
tiguous to their respective lots, and in case of neglect after 
reasonable time named in the order, the same may be done 
by the city, and the expense of the same 88BeSBed on the 
contiguous lots, which shall have the effect of a tax levied 
thereon, and the same may be sold therefor 88 for a tax, 

Road tax. subject to the same right of redemption. All road tax 
which may hereafter be paid upon any property jn Ottum­
wa Oity, in lieu of labor, shall be paid to the proper author­
ities of said city, for the improvement of the streets thereof; 
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any person being a resident of said cit)r, subject by the Working 
laws of this State to do work upon roads and highways, reads. 

shall be required to do and perfol'ID} 01' cause the same to 
be, done, under the direction of the proper authorities, upon 
the streets of said city, or public roads and highways lead· 

71 

ing thereto, as said authorities may direct.. The City COun·SUpefflBOJ'I.­
cil shall supercede the road liupervisop in all Jurisdiction 
within the corporate limits, .and perform all of their duties. Schools. 

SEC. 43. The City Council is hereby invested with full 
oontrol and authority over the common schools in said city, 
and shall receive and disburse all the school tax le-vied UP'" 
on property within said city, or receive from the school 
fund for distribution therein, within the limits of said city. 

SEC. 44. The Council are authorUed to borrow moneyBOrro" Ibon; 
for any object in its discretion, if at a regularnoti1ied meet-<ey.· 
iug, under notice stating distinctly the nature' and object of 
the loan, and the amount thereof, as neady as practicable,· 
the voters of the city determine in favor of the loan by a' 
majority vote of two-thirds of the votes giveR; at the' alee" 
tion, and said loan can in no case be.diverted.from thespeci.-
fied object. 

SEC. 45. On the passage of this act the trustees of the Cb'hrter sub-­

town of Ottumwa, shall cause a vote to be taken on the:~f%: 
acceptance of this charter, in the manner in whic\t township town.' 

elections are now called. and holden; in which, the vote 
shall be "for the charter," or ''against the charter, and shall 
be by :ballot, and at the same time and place, and by said 
trustees, an election shall be held for the election of a May· Election of 
or and nine Aldermen, three Aldermen from each ward; o"1ficers: 
also, for a Recorder, Treasurer, Marshal and· Assessor;, if, 
said vote result in favor of said charter, the result shall· be 
so declared and entered of record, and thenceforth the sanie 
is accepted. The foregoing election shall. be" held at the Court house. 
court house, in Ottumwa, on the 1irst Monday of· Septem-'n' . 
ber, A. D., 1856, shall be opened between the hO'D.rs of:nine me. 

and ten o'clock, A. M., and kept open .. unti14 O'clock, P. . 
:M., of said day. 

t. SEC. 46. This act to take effect from,and~ after its' pas-Take effect. 
sage. 

hFBOvm,., Jull 11), 1856 ... 

Digitized by Coogle 



72 

Powers eon­
fel'l't>d, 

Taxes. 

RatR. 

Tax dogE!. 

Poll tax, 

Improve­
mentoi'. 

Limitation. 

Tab e4feet 

LAWS OF IOWA. 

CHAPTER 24. 

BEl'o"TONSPORT. 

AN ACT to a~end the charter of the town of Bentonsport in Van Buren 
County Iowa 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General A88emUy of the 
State of I(YI1)a, That in addition to the powers and privileges 
now conferred, upon the town council of the town of nen~ 
tonsport by the recorded charter of said town, they shall 
have power, 

1st to levy and collect taxes, as now provided by said 
Charter not to exceed one and a halfper cent in anyone 
year, on all property within the limits of said corporation 
snbject to county and state taxes, also, to tax dogs; assess 
a poll tax on actual residents of t},w corporation not exceed­
ing one dollru·. 

SEG. 2. The town council shall have power to make or 
aid in making improvements of Roa.ds, Streets, Bridges, 
and other works of improvements for the good and pros­
perity of the inhabitants of said town, and to facilitate the 
business and trade thereof, and may within the foregoing 
limitations, assess taxes, and borrow money thereof. 

SEG. 3. Provided, that po extraordinary work of im­
provement shall be authorized, or aided by said Town 
Council, or money borrowed therefor, without the consent 
of two thirds of the legal voters, voting at a special election 
of said town, after due notice given of the time, place and 
purpose of said election, in pursuance of the provisions of 
said Charter for the holding of special elections. 

SEG. 4. This act to take effect and be in force from and 
after its publication according to law. 

ApPROVED, July 12th, 1856. 
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CHAPTER 25. 

BONDS OF FT. MADISOY. 

AN ACT to legalize the issuing of Corporation Bonds of Ft. Madison. 

. . 
SECTION 1. . Be it enacted by the Gene/l'al A886rrWly of the Bonds It-galiz-

State of Iowa, That all bonds which have been voted or is- ed. . 

sued by tb,e Town of Ft. Madison subsequent to the taking 
effect of an Act approved January 25th 1855 regulating' 
County and Corporation bonds the proceeds of which bonds 
have been or are intended to be expended without the lim-
its of the county in which said town of Ft. Madison is situ-
ated are hereby confirmed and declared valid. 

SEC. 2. This Act to take effect and be in force from Take eifl'Ct. 

and after its publication .in the Iowa City Republican and 
Iowa Capital Reporter without expense to the Stttte . 

..:\..PPROVED, July 15th, 1856. 

I oortify that the fort-going act was published in the Iowa Capital P..epor­
t.er' on the 30th of July, and in the Iowa City Republican 011 the 23l'dof day 
July, A. D., 1856. GEO. W. McCLEIL\.Y, 

Secrt>tary of Rtnt~·. 

CHAPTER. 26. 

DIYISION OF R. R.. TAX. , 

AN ACT in relation to taxes assessed upon the non-resident stockholde\'~ 
of the Mississippi and Missouri Railroad Company. 

SEm'ION 1. Be it enacted 'by the General AS8embly of the Tl'easurer of 

State of Iowa, That the treasurer of Scott County is hereby~;~~~;.to 
required to pay over to the treasurer of MUBcatine, J ohn-
son & Cedar Counties respectively, a portion of the County 
tax collected irom the non-resident stockholders of' the Mis- Portion of 
. . . & .... r· . R il d C ti} 1856 taxes collect-BUjSlppl ... .JD.lSSOUn a roa ompany or t Ie year ed. 

12 
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equal to the number of miles constructed in each of the four 
aaid couuties so that each county shall receive such portion 
of the taxes collected from the non-resident stockholders 88 

the number of miles constructed in each county shall·bear 
to the whole length of the Railroads so constructed. 

ApPROVED, July 16tll, 1856. 

ClIAPl'ER 27. 

SALINE LL"iDS.. 

AN AC!r &uthorWng the Register of the Stak Land OtIice to clgee the 
Saline Grant. 

Register's'du- SECTION 1. Be it enacted "by the Ge.er1l1, .A.1J8em1Jlyof til. 
ty. State of Iowa, That the Regilter of the State Land. Oftioe 

be, and is hereby authorized and required, tmder the di­
rection of the Governor of the State of Iowa, to obtain tile 
approval, close the grant, and obtaia patents for all the sa­
line lanUs selected in and for the State of Iowa,. and all 
necessary expenses incurred thereby, to be paid by' order 
of the Governor on the State Treasurer. 

Take effect. SEC. 2. This act to be in force from and after its publi. 
cation in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa Weekly Iw.­
publican, published at Iowa City. 

APPROVED, July 14th, 1856. 

Published in the Icn\"a Capital Reporter, July SO, and in the Iowa Weekly 
Republi.c&1I July 23.Jf 1856.. G .. W. McCLEARY, 

Secretary of Statle •. 
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CHAPTER 28. 

AN Ac:r to unend Chapter 139 of the law. of tile State of Iowa, passed at 
the regular II888ion of the 6th General Assembly. 

75 

SECTION 1. Be it enaded 'by the G6'MI'al .A88embly of the Amendments. 

State of IOfI)a, That the 11th section of the 139th Chapter 
of the laws of' the State of Iowa, passed at the ~lar ses­
sion of the 5th General Assembly, be amended by striking 
out the word "and" I~.f'ter the word "Ringgold," and insert­
ing the words "and Unio:n," after the word "Adams," so 
fllat said section as amended will read as follows :-The 
counties of Fremont, Mills, Pa~, Taylor, Montgomery, 
Adami and Union, shall constitute the eleventh district, 
and have' one Senator. 
, SEC. 2. This act to be in force after its publication in the Take effect. 
Iowa Capital Reporter and Republican. 

APPBOVEI>, Jury 15th, 1856. 

~e above ·aet was published in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Republican 
.Tuly 203rd.A. Do 1856. GEO. W. McCLEARY, 

Secretary of State. 

CiiAPrER 29. 

RAIL ROAD STOCK. 

.AN .kCT to a'lithonze llelotain Town8 therein no.med, to 8ubscribe to the 
CIIPital ~9tock of nailroad Corpora,tions, and to issue bonds to aid in the 
'OOU8tl'llction of Railroads. • 
'SDCT1ON 1. Be it enacted lYv the General.A88e'Tftblly of tl~Town8 autho. 

&ate '0/ IoWa, That the city of Lyons, in Clinton county, rir.ed. 
:and the towns of Maquoketa and Bellevue in Jackson coun-
'ty, and Anamosa, in Jones county, towns incorporated un-
cder the laws of this State, may subscrib9 to the capital To 8ub8eriLe 
Iltock of any railroad corporation, legally incorporated stock. 
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under the laws of this state, and issue bonds to aid in the 
oonctmction of any such railroad, in the manner following, 
to-wit: The local authorities of said city, or either of the 
said tOWDS, shall, when petitioned by one-fourth of the legal 
voters of such city or town, submit the question whether 
Ruch city or town will subscribe to the capital stock of any 
railroad corporation Darned in said petition, or aid in the 
COl1stmction of their rllilroadR, and shall appoint an election 
for the purpose of determining the same, and shall pre­
scribe the manuer of yoting on said question, and of con­
ducting the election. Ten days notice shall be given of the 
time amI pl::lCe of said election, which notice shall contain 
u statement of the proposition, the maner of Yoting, and the 
amount proposed to be subscribed, the amount of tax to be 
assesiled per annum to 1)IloY tlle interest and principal of said 
honds, and sha111)e given by a publication in some news­
paper publiRhed in the city, or town, or by posting a notic<'~ 
in at least fiye public places in the city or town, upon the 
adoption of such proposition, the proper local authorities 
I:'hall have powcr to levy and collect the tax therein provi­
ded for, which shall not exceed one pel' cent. per annum 
upon the taxable property of'tlle city or town, and Rhall 
COJls1itute a separate fund to pay said interest and princi­
pal. 

)Inyol"" aut,I-. SEC. 2. Should a majority of the votes cast at said elec­
tion of the proposition thus submitted, it shall be the duty 
of the :Mayor of the city, 01' the Mayor or other principle 
,executive officer of'the town, as the case may be,to subscribe 
tllC stock and issue bonds in accordance with the proposi­
tion. 

SEC. 3 This act to take effect and be in force from and 
after its publication in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa 
City RcpubJIcan; providecl the Ilt!l,t~ Ilhg;lJ inc,-,rn,Q ~XpeIWQ 
in such P1lb'Tication, 

ApPROYED, July 15th, 185ft ' 

I certify that the foregoing act was published in the Iowa Capital Report, 
t.>!' ,Tuli 231'4 and ~n t~~ I~~'~ City Jtep.ubJican July 29th IS56, 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
'.. Secretary of State 

'. ~ .. . ... .. 
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CHPTER30. 

INDIANS. 

AN ACT permitting certain Indians to reside within the State. 

SECTION.!. Be it enacted by the General Assembly cifc.:n~.,nt ~.fth<, 
z. - " ,+, Ii. rrt.. tl f th S . h 1. !:-It.ate /lIWI •. tll-fJ Dtate OJ owa, ~llat Ie consent 0 e tate IS ereuy 

given that the Indians now residing in Tama county known 
as a portion of the Sacs and Foxes, he permitted to remain l<:"~ ~Ilh u ... : 

d 'd' 'd S I h h G 1. F"x~~. t •• 1"'-an resl e III Sal tate, aD( t at t e OYl'nlOr ue request- 8i"~ in tit. 

ed to inform the Secretary of war thereof, and urge on said t-'tot.:. 

department, tlle propriety of paying said Indiau8 their pro-
portion of'the annuities due or to become due to ·said Trillo Anuuiti",. 

of Sacs and Fox Indians .. 
SEC. 2. That the Sheriff of said comIty, shall as soon as (1(.n8U~. 

a copy of this law is filed in the office of the County Court 
proceed to take the census of said In~ians uow residing tllerc 
giving their names, and sex, which said list shall be filed 

1.i8t fil .. ,l and recorded in said office, the persons whose names ltre in-
cluded in said list shall have the privileges granted under 
this act, but none others shall be considered as embraced 
witllin the provisions of said act. 

SEC. 3. This act shall take effect from and after its pllh- Tak~ .. fft'Ct. 

lication in the Iowa Capital Reporter ann Iowa City Re-
publican publi!;lhed at Iowa City .. 

Al'PRon:n July 15th, 1856. 

I certify that the foregoing act was lJUblished in the Iowa Capital Heport­
er July 30th antI in the Towa City Republican July 23d 1856. 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
Secretary of Htak. 
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CIIAPrER 31. 

scnOOL LAWS. 

A.,."; ACT to authorize the appointment of Coouniseioner to revise the School 
LaWI of Iowa. 

SECTION. 1. Be it enacted by tl1.6 General A886'f1INJg qf tM 
State of Iowa, That there shall be three Commissioners ap­
pointed in the manner hereafter specified, whose duty it 

Redde sehoo1shall be to revise and improve the school laws of Iowa, and 
Inw... report their proceedings to the next General ABBembly, on 

the first day of the session thereof. 
Appointed by SEC. 2. Said Commissioners shall be appointed by the 
Governor. G 'd' h 11 b d ·thi I . ovemor, SID appomtment s a e ma e WI n t urty 

days from the passage of this act. 
Compensation SF..c. 3. Each of said CommiBBioners shall be entitled to 

receive out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appt;opriated, the sum of four dollars per day, .for each 

':take effect. 

day's attendanc~ on said board. 
SEC. 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from 

and after its publicati9n in the Cit~ Rel?ublican and Repor­
ter. 

APPROVED, July 14th, 1856. 

I ooriicy that the foregoing aet was publ4hed in the Iowa Capital Repor­
~r ,ruly 89th,.andIo\Vaqi~~ Republ,i~ on J~~~. 'ir~y 1.866. 

. ... . Secreta,ry ~f St..-

QHAPTER 32 .. 

LAws. 

AN Ar:r to provide for the publicati9n and distribution of the laws of the 
present aeulon of the GCl\eral Assembly. 

hblicatioD.. SJ!lOT.Io~ 1. I;J.e ie. ~~ the Q6'IJRI'oJ, 4 88em1J1f!!. of t~ 
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State of I<YUJa, That five thousand copies of the laws, reso­
lutions and memorials, passed at the present session of the 

. General Assembly, be published under the superintendance 
of the Secretary {If State, who is hereby directed to distri_Distribution. 
hute the same among the organized counties of the State, 
and the same persons and officers, and in the same propor-
tion designated by chapter 82, of the laws of the last l"Cg-' 
ular session of the General Assembly. 

SF..c. 2. That said laws shall be published and distribu-Time. 
ted by the first day of October, A. D., 1856, and shall take Take effe()t. 
effect from .and after their publication and distribution: Publication in; 
p~, That alll~ws directed to be published in news-newspaper. 
papers of this State, shall take effect from and after the pub-
lication as directed and povided for in said laws respectively. 

SEC. 3. This act shall ta~~ effe~t from and after its pub-Take effect. 
Ii cation in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa City Re-
publican. ' 

I oertiCy that the foregoing act waB publiB4jld in thll Iowa Capital Re-, 
porter, July 23rd, and,Ioy;a City Republican, July 26th, 1856. 

GEO. W.McCLEARY, 
Secre~ry of.State. ~ 

T4X..,...llUSC4-TINE ISLAND. 

AN Am authoridl!g the levy of a tax upon the land upon M11IC&'ine IBland\, 
and upon adjoining lan~, W conBtruct Levees to preserve Baid lands from 
overflow. 

SECTION 1. Be if, ~ 7v" tM Gem,eral.A~8emW7,., o~ tMSurv~y of - vy,. ' "Y:J IBland: 
State of IO'IDlJ:, T.hat the County Surveyor of Muscatine coun- " 
ty, and the County Surve~r of Louisa QOunty, be autho-
rized and required jointly to l'lla\e, survey and plat of the 
lands in said Muscatin,e 8.nd L9~a ~Ounti8~1 w.hich are !'Iub-' 
ject to overflow by high w.ater in the It(iss~ippi river, and 
which would be benefltted by the construction of-a l~Tee or 
levies on Alascatine Island, and file one copy thereo£ ~ the File COPY" 
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office of the county judge of Louisa county, and one copy 
thereot' in the office of the county judge of Muscatine 
county. 

Tax, SEC. 2. That when the annual county tax is levied for 
tlle year 1856, or if said survey and plats are not completed 
by that time, then and as soon tllCreat'ter as the same shall 
have been completed, and copies thereot' filed as aforesaid, 
the said count.y judge of Muscatine county, shaH levy a tax 
on the lands specified in said survey and plat in his county; 

PCI' c~nt. ill addition to the ordinary tax, of not exceeding one per 
cent on the assessed value thereof as assessed by the town­

Collt'etion, ship assessors for the year 1856, to be collected by the trea­
surer 'in the same manner that other taxes are collected, and 

j,(!n.'('/!, to be applied exclusively towards the construction of' such 
levee or levees on Muscatine 181and, as may be necessary to 
protect the same ii'om overflow by high water in the 1.Iis­
sissippi. ' 

LouiSIH'Olmti SEC. 3. That the county judge ot'Louisa county may at 
Tllx. his option in like manner levy a like tax upon the lands in 

his county, specified in said survey and plat, to be collected 
and applied as directed in the preceding section: P'I'fYVid-

Rllte. ed, That the rate per cent of said tax shall be the same in 
each county, it' both counties shall levy said tax. 

AnTlul'Il tllX. Sro. 4. That said tax shall be levied annually in such 
manner hereinafter described upon the assessed value of 
said lands in each year, unless said levee or levees are com­
pleted, and when completed the same shall be kept in repair 
by the levy of such taxes, on said lands annually, or as often 
as may be deemed necessary by the county Judge of either 
of said counties. 

1'lIms & Pl'O- SEC. 5. That said county Judges of said counties are 
l~~~ for hereby authorized to adopt a plan, and to receive propo­

sals for constnlCting said levee or levees, and may let the 
contract or contracts thereof, to the lowest responsible bid-

ContrIK-tors. der or bidders, agreeing to pay tlle contractor or contractors 
for the construction of said levee or levees, from taxes to 
be collected under the provisons of this act, each county to 
pay from taxes collected as aforesaid, for so much of said 
levee or levees, as may be constructed witllln its limits; 
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~nu if tbe county Judge of Louisa cOlmty shall not levy a 
tax for the year 18:>6, the county Judge ofMmlcatine coun­
ty may auopt a plan, and let cont~acts ut! above provided 
for such portion of said levee 01' levees as it lllay be thought 
necessary to COIll:'truCt in Muscatine county. 

SEC. 6. Tllis act to take effect from and after its puL1i~ Tak1! etft'ct. 

~ation in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa City Uepuh. 
jican. 

A.I'PROVED July 15, 1856. 

I c('rtify that the for~g()ing act WII~ publi.lu·a ill the Iowa Capital Rt'port 
",r July anth and ill thp IowlL City R"l'uhlican Au~u"t 1st, 1856. 

UHAPTlm. 34. 

IIU(;~. 

U. W. ~lcCLEAltY, 
~et:l'etl\l'y of Stat" 

AX ACT to l'~strnin swinl' fn,m ruuuing' at large in Jnck~on County. 
* 

SECTION. 1 Be it enacted oy the ()euc/'ul .A 881:11tbl!J oftlw 
:~'tate rtf' fowl!, That eYel',\- owner of tlwine in the County 
of Jack";()11 shall retain their t;,,'ine from running atlm:ge in 
-mill COUIlty; mHl ill the eycnt of a failure so to do, I:lhall be 
liahle to uny (lalllag(;~ done l,y f'aid swine, to he recowred 
hy an action of tn.'f;pn"~ hy the party iuj1ll'cd. 

~win~ 1'(~ 
~trail)ed. 

Damage. 

SEC. 2. That any person may take po,;,octision.ofan." swine 'fake up. 

found r\lnnill~ at large in said county, and give notice thereof 
to any Com,table in said county, who shull havc power, 
unu it is hcn·hy malle hit; duty, to flcll tiuch swine at pu~lic 8lLle. 

outcry to the hi~hel:'t hi(lder for cal:lh, upon giving ten days 
]}oticc of' the time and place of sale, hy posting the same in Time & pia' .••. 
writing in three public place,; ill the township where SUell 

swine were found at large, the proceeds of which sale aiter l)ro~e.'ds. 
payment of cost,; and charge:, of keeping shall be ·paid into 
the county treasury, to he applied to the use of the county Claimant. 

until legal proof be made to the County Judge of eaid coun-
ty, by the person or persons claiming such propert.y to btl 

13 . 
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his or theirs, whereupon the said Judge shall order said 
amount to be paid out of any moneys in the hands' of the 
treasurer not otherwise appropriated : P.rovided, That the 

May l'E'daim. owner or any person for him, "hall on or before the day of 
Huch sale, pay the cost and charges thus far made, the Con­
Htable i~ hereby required to release said swine to the per­
Hon making such application upon satisfactory proof' heing 
made of ownership. 

,,'t.(.,;. SEC. 3. The fees of the Constable under this act Elha]] he 
the same as upon sale of like property on execution. 

'j'nkl' ,·fft'(·t. SEC. 4. This act shall take effect and he in force from 
and after its publication in the Bellevue Republican and 
Maquoketa Sentinel, PrQ'l)ided, the expense of Ruch publi­
('ation shall not be paid by the State. 

ApPROYED July la, 1856. 

CHAPTER 35. 

SCHOOL DIRTRIUfS. 

AN ACT to cnlargc School Disb'icu No. (1) and (2) one and two, in Hloom­
ingt.oll township, Muscatine county, Iowa, and define their boundaries. 

])ist.l'iet No.1. S]WTION 1. Be it enacted by the General .Assembly of the 
State of Iowa, That school district No. (1) one shall em­
brace all of the City of Muscatine, situated north and eMt 
of its present western boundary line, the same line heing 

nistriet No. 2. extended north to the city limits, aud school district No. 
(2) two shall embrace all of said city, situated sout.h and 
west of said boundary line. 

UoundariCli SEC. 2. Whenever the city authorities sh.all open Iowa 
h!'reafter. 

Avenue to the northern limits of the city, the following 
shall be the boundary line between the two school districts 
in said city, to-wit: Commencing in the middle of the Mis­
siBBippi river, at the foot of Sycamore street, and run north 
west along the centre of said street to Eighth street, thence 
south-west along the centre of ~ighth street to Iowa A ve-
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nue, thence north-west along the centre of Iowa A venue to 
the northern limits of the city. 

SEC. 3. Tills act shall take effect from and after its pub- Take clft-ct. 

lication in the MUllcatine Journal and the Democratic En-
quirer. Tile expense of sucl~ publication to be paid by the 
respective districts. 

ApI'Ron:D, July 15th, 1856. 

1 ~ertif.r that the foregoing act was published in the Muscatine Journal 
and Dl'mol'ratic Enquirer, on the 24th day of July, 1856. 

OEO. W. McCLEARY, 
Het.-retary orStak 

CHAPTER 36. 

!:lW AMP LANDS. 

AX AUT to amend an aet entitled" an act to dispose of the swamI' or onr· 
flowed lands within this ~tatp., and pay the exp~nses of selecting and 8ur· 

veying the same," nppl'o\'ed Feb. 2, ISI53. . 

Sa'TION 1. ·Be it enacted bytlte Ge1teralA8/JemUy o/tIU;,lJepo~it"flllo, 
i::i'tate 0/ I~)((., That al.l monies heretofore or hereafter to b£' Ill'.\'. 

realized from the sale' of' the swamp or oyerflowed lands. 
~ity.ated in auy of the couuti£'s in this State, shall be depo:--
ited forthwith by the ofiicers recehoing the same, in thp 

. county treasury of tllC.'ir respectiye cOlmties. 
SF,c. 2. It shall be the duty of the county treaSlU·(.'r rC-llow pllid out. 

{·eiving swamp land mOIley, to pay the same out only 011 

the joint order of the count~· judge aild swamp land COIIl-

missioner, or if there be no swamp land cOlluuissioncr. tlWIl 

upon the order of the county judge. 
S}~. 3. The count.y judges and treasnrers shall have 1..0.111. 

power jointly, and it is hereby rendered tJlCir duty, in all 
cases when the same can be done without detriment to the 
work of reclaiming said land, to loan any swamp land funds 
that may be in their several treasuries, at ten per cent. ill-

. terest on approved real estate security, for such times U~ 
they may deem advisable, and the county judges and trea­
f1urers shall make semi-annual and separate public exhibit~ Exhil,ito. 
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of the condition of the swamp laud fuud, folhowiug tIH' 
1l1ll0nnts receive~l, the nlllountt; expeuded, for what purpns(' 
and to whom paid, the n\l~ountt; lonlH'tlllllll to whom, aIllI 
the amOl1nts on hand; which exhihit f\hall be filC'(1 with tIl(' 
county clerks, to be by them recorded in book~ kept for tllat 
purpose. 

Sot 1t'ltltliZl'. SEC. ,1. Nothing ill this act f\hall he t'o COll:,true( I Ht' to 
legalize the tlale of swamp Iand~ in ca"l'~ where ~uch :-;all't' 
were ma(le withont authority of law. 

'I'ak" "tfcc·t. SEC. 5. Thii'! aet shall take dth:t Hn(l he in force frolll 
and atter its pnblication in the Iowa Capital UC'port<'1' nlll! 
Republica!l. 

Al'l'IWVEn, July 15, l~;)n. 

I c('rtify thllt the fOI'<'goill~ nl't \VII" pnhli~h.·d ill,the Iowa ('fil'itnl It"por­
t.'r 011 th.) 2~,·a IIlItl H~l'llolil"11l on the 26th July, 1h;;l\. 

(;EO. W. ~I~CLE.\'RY, 
~ccrl'tl\ry of :"tat., 

CIIAPTEl~ 37. 

SCHOOL DISTHWl'. 

AN AC'l' to create alld uetine the bonn.Juries ofSchooll>istrkt ~o. 4, Sfott 
TOWIl,hip, .Johnson County. 

B()uJld(U'ie~. SECl'IO.:o<: 1. Be -it elladl!f) by the Gcner((L1.~8e1Itbl!J qt'tlu' 
State of Iowa, 'fhat the followillg described territory,' I'litu­
ated in Scott township,. J oImoOl-l couuty, Iowa, viz: 
commencing nt the north-west comoI' of the south-w(,;;t (llUlr­

tel' of section eighteen, and running east through the ('en­
ter of oection eighteen, seventeen and sixteen. to the ea:;t line' 
of sixteen; thence t:outh to the north east corner of tIll' 
south east quarter of section twenty-eight; thence ,ve:-;t to 
the north west corner of' the south west qual'tC'r of' 8cctioll 
thirty; thence north to the place of' beginning, shall he and 
is hereby created and declared a school district, to b(~ 

District No.4. k I 1 1· t . t N A S tt t I . J I nown as sc 100 (IS rIC o. "J:~ co owns np, 0 lllson 

county. 
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SEC. 2. This act to take effect from and after its publi- Take ('ift'ct. 

c-ation in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa City Re-
publican. 

ApPROYED July 15th, 1856. 

I certify that the for<>going a('t was published in the Iowa.Oapital Repor· 
tel' 011 tll(' :lOth Jul~' and ill th<> Iowa Oity Ut'publican on the 31st July. 
HI5tt (lEO. W. McCLEAUY. 

~(·(,I'('t.nl'y (If f'tntE. 

CHAPTER 38. 

COURT IX KEOKL'K. 

AX ACT to pro \"ide fol' the nE'cE'ssary expens(' of the District COIll·t held at 
Keokuk, :Lee COWlty. 

SECTION. 1. Be it l'llactea lYIJ tn.e GeneralAs8emUyqftlteCOuIlty ~udg.­
State Il IO'1M" That the Connty Judge of Lee County, be to pl'nndt'. 

anthorizell and l'CCjuired to provide the necessary rooms, 
books. stationery and furnitUl'e; for the Clerk of the District 
Court, and fmitable rooms and fire for the District Court at 
Keokuk in I"ee county at the expense of said county. 

8m;. 2. This act to be in force from and after its publi- Tnh ,,(!',-d. 

('ation in the Reporter and Keokuk Times. 
Al'p,RlwED. July 14th, 1856. 

l'ubli~lll'd in the RE'I)Ort('1' .Tuly 30ttl Ilnd Keokuk Times, ---__ 
Itl5li. (lEO. W. McCJ.EAlt'Y, 

f'(,(,I'('tnI'Y of i'tnte. 
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CHAPTER 39. 

GRANDVIEW. 

AN AI..JT to vacate an Alley in Block 14, in the Town of(h'andview, and in 
~Iock" 16 an.l 2:i :o<pl'inger's Addition to th.e town of Grand"iw, Loui~ft 
County. 

AIl.~y vaeate<1 SJo:Cl'lON. 1 Bd it enacted by the Oellt>l'al .AsHembly qith.r 
&ate of ImOfl, Thnt tho alley in block fourteen, in the town 
.)1' Grandview, and in blockri sixteen amI twenty-five, in 
Springer'ri addition to said town of Grandview, J.ouisa 
county, be and the same is herehy declared vacat('cl. 

Take .. ff.'I't. SEC. 2. Thitl. act to take effect from and after its paj:sag<,. 

,)lame Mang­
P.l, 

'fake /?ffect. 

Al>PRovFm, July 15th, 1856. 

CHAPTER 40. 

CLERMONT. 

AN ACT to change the name of the town dfNorway, in Fayette county. 

SEC1'ION 1. Be it enacted l¥g the General A88embly rti tM 
State of Iowa, That the name of'the town of Norway, in 
Fayette county, be and the same is hereby changed to 
Clermont. . 

SEC. 2. This act shall be in force from and after its puh­
lication. 

ApPROVED, July 15th, 1856. 
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CHAPTER 41. 

AN ACT to amend an act for the eonstruction of a free bridge across the 
Cedal' riYer, in Linn eounty, 

~EcrION 1. Be it enaCted by the General.AssemJJl;y qlthe DI·aw. 

State of Iowa, As follows: The Board of Commissioners 
for the construction of a free bridge across the Cedar river, 
at Cedar Rapidll, in Linn county, under an act, approved 
.Tanuary 25th, 1855, are hereby authorized to construct said 
bridge without a draw for the passage of boats. 

SEC. 2. So much of the act approved January 25th, Rtlpeal 

1855, as required said Board of Commissioners to construct 
a draw in said bridge, is hereby repealed. . 

87 

SEC. 3. The time in which said Commissioners are re- Extell~ion of 

quired to complete said free bridge, is hereby ~xtended tim!'. 

twelve months beyond the time designated in said act for 
the completion of the same. 

SEC. 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from Take ~lfeet. 
amI atter its passage. 

ApPIWVIW, July .l5th, 1856. 

CHAPTFR42. 

CHILLICOTHE. 

AN A{,'T to enable the County Judge of Wapello county, to change the 
boundaries of certain lots in {''hillicothe. 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General.Assernbly of the Alter bounds 
State oj Iowa, That the County Judge of Wape1l6 county of lo~ 
be and is hereby autllOrized to alter the bo~daries of lots 
No. (1,) (2,) (3,) and (4,) in block number one and lots No. 
(32) (33) and (34) in block number five, in Andrew I. Wick-
er's addition to the town of Chillicothe, in said county, in 
accordaIree with the wants of the resident ownel'S of saia lotli. 
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:4urVt'~· & plut. S}<;c. 2. That on the application of the .said ownert'o it 
~hall be the duty of'said County Judge, to Rllpoint a Sur­
veyor to survey and mark out a plat of' the same, and make 
return thereof to said judge as soon U8 practicable. who!w 

HecIII·d. duty it shall l)e to have the same recorded. 
l\>mp~nRlltion SEC. 3. The Surveyor appointNl shall be allowed f'llch 

compensation 1t8 the said County J1Ulge shall appoint., whieh 
Hhall he horne by the said owners of said lots. 

1'1lkt' effert. SE(;. 4. Thi8 act to take effect and he in force from and 
after its passage. 

Al'l'ROYEH July 12th, 1R56." 

CHAPTER 43. 

RECORDR. 

AN ACT to authorized tllli County Judgc of Jtll"ksoll cOllnty. to h'an~crih(> " 
portion of the l'robatc ltN'ords of said county. 

l'rau~C1ibe re- SECTION 1. Be it enacted by fneGenemZ AS8embly qf tht' 
cord~. Sta,te. if Iowa, 'That the Judge of' J aehon connty is here­

Index. 

Valid. 

hy authorized and required to transcribe into ,veIl honlHl 
hooks, and index, all the Probate Reeords of said county of 
Jackson, that are contained in small paper co\'ered hook;:~ 
and made prior to July 1st, 1851. 

SEC. 2. That such transcribed record shall he c .. 'rtifiell 
by said judge, to he a true and con'ect transcript of tIl(' 
original record, and after such certificate is tll(:reunto at­
tached, the said transcript, or' any part thereof, shall have 
the same binding effect as th~ original, and such transcript 
or ~ certified copy thereof, shall he evidence of equal dig­
nity with the original of the matters and things therein eon-
tained. • 

Compensation SEC. 3. That said County Judge be authorized to recein' -
for said work tcm cents for every Imhdred words, in addi­
tion to his present salary, to be paid by Jackson county. 

SEC. 4. This act to take effect fi'om and after its passage>. 
ApPROYF..D, July 15th, 1856. . 

Take ",ffeet. 
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LAWS OF lOW A. 

CHAPTER 44. 

CENTRALIA. 

AX ACT to change the name of the village of Dacota, in Dubuque ('ollnty, 
to that of Centralia. 

:3 tl 

Sn."l'WX 1. Be it enacted O!l tlw General A88embl!l qf tlte I\ome <'hlluO'-

,')'tate qf IO'Ioa, That the name of the village of Daeota, in ,·d. '" 
Dubuque eouuty, is hereby changed to Centi·alia. 

SEC. 2. This act to take effect from and after it~ pa8~age. Tllk~ (·fl',:d, 

~\.l>lJlwvEn, July 15th, 185G. 

CHAPTER 45. 

AIDI::;. 

AN ACT to euable the <";o"""uoI' to di,4Jilmh' tIl<' :,o;tatc Am,,_ 

SE(,'TIOX 1. Be ,it elladed by the ()l~lIeJ'(tl A1!8f'1ub1!l (:I' tltt l;(ln'~'UOrlllll~­
,",,'tate qf Iou'a, That whenever the Governor f'hall he ~ati ... - furll1~It, 
tied that the applicant has a cOlllpany of not lef's than thirty 
men emoIled, uniforlllPu, it shall be lawful for hilll to I:'Up-

ply fo1uch eompally 'with necessary arlll:-1, takillg the hond of' BllIl<I", 

the eaptaill of the (tompany for their safe keeping awl ]'('lul'll 
ther('of. 

SEC. :! .. The fo1aid captain, on distributing the arIllS ~o Boud of pl'i-
Ylltt~. 

received to the members ofthe company, shall take the bond 
of each ill f:uch snm as the Governor nUl~' direct 1'0.1' thl' likl' 
purpose as tlmt given by the said captain. . 

SEC.:t So many of the arms 'of the State u,,· un' or lllHy l'<·uit{·ntitn'.\-. 

he required at the State Penitentiary, shall he dt·li,·el'l'tl to 
the 'Varden of the same, to be so used. 

SEC. 4. This act to take effect and he in forcp from aIHl 'l'uk .. "fl'(>(·t, 

nfter its passage. 
AI'PlwvJo:n, July 12th, 1856. 

14 
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LAWS OF IOWA. 

CHAPTER 46. 

PENITENTIARY. 

AN A(:'i' for an appropriation for the Penitentiary. 

t:)~.)TION. 1. Be it enacted by the General.As8embly rtf the 
State of Itfwa, That the following SUllIS or money lw aIHl 
the same are hereby appropriated out of any unappropriat­

$~,900 for oJ money in the State Treasury; two thousand nine hUIl-
wop. elred dollars for the re-collstruction of the work shops which 

tlOi)O-dl'l)ts. were burneu down; one thousand for the payment of out-
standin!! dehts, aIld two thousand for the construction ot' 

$:lOOO-cell~. --
cellN. 

How drawn. SEC.:3. That said sums of money may be drawn by the 
'Varden upon the order of the Inspectors, at any time tll(\ 
same Illay be needed. 

Tak,· effect. SI;;('. a This act shall take effect from and after its pub-

Appl'Opria­
tion. 

$51,1/)1)1). 

lication in the Iowa City Republican, and Iowa Capital He­
porter. 

AI'PI~f)Vlm July 14-, 1856. 

I certify that the forl'goillg act was published ill the Iowa Capitnl Itt'port­
er July. 23<1, 111101 ill the Iowa City Hepublican July 28th, 185~. 

G}~O. W. McCLEARY, 
::\ecretary of ~tat". 

CHAPTER 47. 

INSANE ASYLUM. 

AN ACT for" further appropriation for the State Insane A8ylum. 

SIWTION 1. Be ,it enacted by tlw Gene·ral.AsseTlwly q/ the 
State of Iowa, That there be and hereby is appropriated 
from the TreaiiUl'Y of the State, the sum of fifty thousand 
dollars for the fUl'tiler construction of'the State Insane ARY-

, 
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hUll, at Mount Pleasant, to be paid out of any money not 
heretofore appropriated. 
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SEC. 2. That for the same object there is hereby appro-ProeeedA of 
. d II . .. f: h I f I S l' 1 d thethe&line pnate a momes ~rlsl~g rom t e sa cot 10 a me an tI land.!!. 

of the State, ,\\'hether in the hands of the Treasurer of State, 
oc any other person. 

SEC. 3. So much of all acts or parts of acts as arc incon- Take efi'('('t. 
8istent with this act are hereby repealed. 

SEC. 4. This act to take effect and be in force fl'om aud ailer 
its publication in the Iowa Republican and Capital Reporte/ 

AI'PROVED, July l~th; 1856. 

I certify that the for('going act was pu.blished in the Iowa Capital Repor­
ter July 23d and the Iowa City Republican July 28th 183a. 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
8ect'etary of Htat",. 

CHAPTER 48. 

APPROPRIATION. 

AN A(''T authorizing the Trel18Ul"er to pay from any mony in the Treaslll'Y 
the 8ums due to the members, .and officers of the General Assembly rol' ser­
vicea rendered at the llresent session. 

SI<:CTION 1. Be it enaeted by the General Assem1Jly oftlte},lo~('y appro­
State of Iowa., That the Treasurer of 8aid State it! hereby prlat~d. 
authorized and required to pay from any money in the 
Treasury, the sums due the members and officers of the 
General .Assembly for services rendered at the present 8es-
sion ; tlle amount due from each member and officer 
to be certified by t~e speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and attested. by the Clerk, or certified by the Pret!idellt 
of the Senate and attested by its Secretary. 

SEC. 2. This act to take effect from and after its publi- T~ke ('fl-('rt .. 
cation in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Iowa Citv Repuh-
lican. • 

Apl'ROVED July 15, 1856. 

I c&l·tify that the rdl'egoing act was publi8hed in the Iowa Capital U('port­
er July 30th and in the 10WI\ City R('publiean August Sth 1856. 

GEO. W.McCLEARY. 
Secretary of Stat.>. 
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LAWS OF IOWA. 

CIIAPTEU 49. 

APPROl'RIATIOX:-t. 

AN ACT muking IIJJitiollul appropriations fOI' the snpport of the l'tate GO\" 
, ern11lcnt, for the ext1"ll 8('ssion of the G~nel"nl A~sambly. 

t-IEU'l'ION 1. Be it enadetl b!J tlte Genel'lll AIS8tmOZy qftlu . 
. State ltf Iowa, Thnt the following S111111:\ of llloney be anu 
the RtlllW nrc ht·rehy Ilpprflpriated ~orllel:!wpapen;, &e., furn­
ished the how'1e. 

:>I",·wsl'np<·\·s. To Sylvester, Harrison & Brother, ofDuily EYell-

~pl'lIkt'r. 

Chii'f Clerk. 

:-ttationcry. 

ing Reporter, ............................ ·.8336 50 
" .r. Teesdale of Uepnblican, ................. . 
" Editors, :Mnscatine ;ronrnal, ................ . 
" DaYellport Gazette, ....................... . 
" Temperance Organ, ....................... . 
" Des :Moines Courier, ....................... . 
" Keokuk Till1e~, ........................... . 
., PlaiI1(lt'aler, Fort l\fadit'on, ................ . 
" Iowa Statt':'Ilt:ln, Ft. Des Moine:.;, ........... . 
". Dllhu<plC TrilHlll(', ........................ . 
,. Democratic Standard, ..................... . 
" Conncil BlllffH Bngle, .... ............... ~ .. 
.. Bl1rlington Gazette, .... , . : ................ . 
101. 13nrlingtoll IIa",,,kcye, ................ ' ... ' ... . 
" State Democrat, Davenport, ........ ' ........ . 
" Gazette, Davenport, ...................... . 
" Mnscatine Enquirer, ... '.' ................. . 
,. Ledger, l<'airfield, ......................... . 
,. Ueuben Noble, extra seryice as Speaker, .... . 
" C. C. Nourse, for sll]wrilltending the printiIlg 

and indexing, and distributing the Journals of 
the 110us(', ............................ : .. . 

" Burrows, Prettyman and Babcock, for freight 
,Oil State Arms, &c., .. : " ................. ' .. . 

" A. ,\V. Carpenter, for stationery, ............ . 

442 GO 
2 5(1 
6 50 
500 
1 30 

10 00 
i3 75 
:~ 75 

50 
1 50 

1'5 00 
300 

50 

'* no 
50 
50 

1 00 
3Q 00 

350 00 

181 00 
360 00 
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LAWS OF IOWA. 

To Secretary of Stnte, fo~ superintending the print- I,nw~, 
iug, indexing amI distributing the laws of the 
present ~essioll, .............. , . . . . . . . . . . . .. 300 00 

" pay clerk hire, for Censm; Board, ............ 1,500 00 C(,1l8U~, 
" ,YilliamLee,fornine degree maps and stationery, 142 60 Htntiollt'I·Y. 

" Geo. 'V. Marquardt, for stationery,.... . . . . .. 13 00 
" J. N. Seytlell, for lmckets and brut!hes,. . . . . . . 5 00 
" 1iOl'Flllan & Cochran, tor stationqry,. . . . . . . . . 1 50 
" Davis & .Hunter, for llu:ltir'lg brushl's,. . . . . . . . :3 00 
" Seydell & Bixby, for brooms,............... 1 50 
" ~!illingtou &- Smith, for scamlc:os bagR, .. '. . . . . 70 
" Rev. 1\11'. :Morrison, for scrvices as chaplain,. .. 50 00 1'I'IlVl'l', 

" Postmaatcr, at Iowa City, ................... 180 74 l)o~;ag( .. 
" Thomas C. Can;oll ~ Co., for buckets &- dipper..:, 4 00 SUIl(hi,'" 

,. Charles C. N onr..:e, a,; Chid Clerk,. . . . . . . . . .. 1:20 00 OffiCl'1'lI of II. 

~, .oL\. It l~"ulton, u:-; .L\.S:-:,i~tUllt Clerk, ...................... l~O 00 l~~·p. 

" F. A. Bakel', as Enrolling Clerk, . . . . . . . . . . . .. no on 
" Silas }'oster, a~ S:u·g<':!t-at-Arms, .. ;......... GO 00 
" A. P. AylwOl'tl,l, aM Door KCl'llcr,.. . . . . . . . . 45 00 
" n.. B. Cochran, as }J('ssellger,.. . . . . . . . . . . . .. -1:5 no 
., .Jas. Hawkins, aM l\Il·,;SeJ1gers,........ . . . . .. 45 00 
" E. II. '¥oot!s, u,; :nr l':":';ell gt!r, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ·~5 00 
" Ii'. KimllUll &- Co., for icc furnil"hcd lIou:'l',14 1\:""pillg' "'101. 

day, ......................... ,... ..... .... 10 fill 
" ,pay hilb for articles, awl p(ll:llagc' during t1t(, ('outill;!' ul. 

present f.es~ioll of the GeJle-ral AbtScmlJly, np-
proved by the Auditor or State,. . . . . . . . . . . . .. 100 ou 

., M. L. l"il:lher, for extra ben·ices as Pl'c"iticont,.. 30 (to 1'1','"i<lill;!. 

" P. B. Bradley, Principal Secret:!r)" .......... 150 ()O~""'.v 'l""'lIllh', 

., P. n. Bmcllt,y, for 8upcriutcIHling printing' 
Journals and distrilJ1ltillg,........ . • . . . . . . .. ·.l00 flO 

•• ,\Vill TOlnilsnn, .A~~i,;r:mt :secretary,.......... 1 S+ OOOllie,'I'" "rth" 
., J T' 11 R, II t • A 45 ,1'10 Hl·nllt.·, ames rUB) l', uL l'gCl 1 -a, - I'm;:, ...•••.•.•.• 

" F. Conley, Door KC('IJCr,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 45 00" 
~, J o1m Templin, Mcsticngcr,.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 Of) 
" John Peck, l\Ies,;cngcr, ........ ' .... , ........ ' 30 00 
" :F. M. Thompson, Mc~sclIger,. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 00 

.. " Mrs. 'Vahl, for paste,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 00 
" J. N. Sydell, bucketA, &c., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 95 
" Trusdell & Carey, carpeting, &c., ............ 135 80(lal'}l('tfc.rIlR 

Digitized by Coogle 



94 

Sundries. 

Hospital. 

N <,,,"spa p<.·r~. 

Hefrcsltmrnts. 

Postage. 

C ... ntilllrent. 

Prayillg. 

• To John M. Bay, brooms ..................... . 
" Millington & Smith, sacks, ................. . 
" E. Shephard & Co., sundries, ............... . 
" W m. Penn Clarke, bale matting, freight and 

50 
70 

2 35 

drayage, ................................. 3~ 50 
" Mrs. 'Veutz,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 50 
" Sally Pattou, ......................... ~ . . . 10 00 
" Mrs. IIutchinson, ......................... . 
" J.ewis 'Vahl, labor on State House, ......... . 
" J. 'V. Holt, curtains, ...................... . 
" N. Coldren & Co., Oil and Chintz, .......... . 
"S. D. Daniels & 00., veIn't, ............... . 

5 25 
6 75 
f) 80 

14 90 
29 18 

,,' Gower, Mygatt & Galley, 231-4 yUi'!. velvet. 1860 
" SydeU & Bixby, repairing buckets and dippers 2 65 
" Mrs. 'Vahl, making carpet,................ . 10 0(1 
" Moffitt & Snavely,3 dozs. spittoons,. . . . . . . . . . 12 60 
" 'V. P. Doty, excavating va~lt, and laying stone, 

and moving building,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 113 13 
., F. Sanxay, for nails, ...................... . 35 
" Sylvester, Harrison & Bro:, for daily papers, for 

Senate,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 213 (10 
" J. Teesdale, for daily papers, for Senate, ...... 153 50 
" Davis & Hlmter, for paper weights, ......... . 4 50 
" Morsemall & Cochran, for paper weights to 

Clerk of Senate, Session of 1854 and 1855. . . . . 5 00 
" Vogt & Bro., paper folders and wrapping paper,. 3 1 (j 

" Kimball & 00., for ice,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 00 
" 'Villiam Vogt, P03trnaster, for postage to Senate 20~ 30 
" further appropriations to 'Villiam Vogt, for 

such amount as may be audited by Auditor.. 20 00 
., F. A. Shearer, Chaplain [Senate]............ 50 00 

ApPROVED, July 15, 1856. 
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LAWS OF IOWA. 

OHAPTER 50 . 
• 

SCHOOL FUND. 

AN ACT to p)'(>vent the loanin~ of the Rehool Fund by the 8upel'intE'ndt'At 
of Public Instl'Uction. 

95 

S};cTJON 1. Be it enacted by the Ut'1leral Asst'1flbly 'fft/if. J'l'ohihitioD 

State of Iowa, That the SupeIintendent of J>uhlic Instruc-
tion he and is hereby prohibited from loaning or part.ing-
with the posscf';l'ion of any moneys now in his posE'ession. 
belonging to the School Fund, except as provided fot' at tIll' 
present session of the General Assembly, until otherwis(' 
authorized by act of the General Assembly. 

SEC. 2. This net t.o be in force fr(Im and after its publi- Takt' f'ft't'et 

eation in the Iowa City Republican and Iowa Oapital Re-
porter, and t.he Secretary if'; requested to publish the same 
to-morrow, or as E'oon as practicable. 

ApPUOVED July 15th, 1856. 

1 et'rtify that the forcgoing act wae published in the Iowa City Republi. 
ean July 23d and in the Iowa Capital Reporter July 23rd. 1806. 

GEO. W. McCLEARY, 
See)'(>tary of Slate. 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

nE~()LLTIO~ NO I. 

JOI~T ItE:-;OIXTION proyidillg for the plllJliclltion of "crtuill I"",,;. 

Tn1.,· ,·fr'·".t RC8IJh'ul, o!J the U('}// ral A.<;.''itIilU!J rif the State oj'IO'tCIJ.. 
l1mt aU nct~ an(II'l"'olutiol1s of a loenl character, pU~ri('tl at 
the pre:,;ent sl',,~ion of tl,-c (h'll('ral A,;:,elllhly, the puhliea­
tion of wldeh are 11(1t pro'ddl'<l Ji)l' in Enid ad" and resolution!' 

• respectively, lIlay he pU]Jli"lwd ill at lca;;t 01:0 llcw~paper in 
their re,.;pe<:tive localities, mal (JllC V~l)er prin:l·tl at Iowa 
Oity; that frolll amI aner snch pnhlica(ion, HICh ad" and 
rl'solutions i'Jwll take efl'ect. 

~tnt'~ n"mpt I'/';'soh'c{!, That said puhlic:~tioll shall inl'ur no ~'XI)('Il";t' to 
from <'X)"'Il"'" the State. ' 

\ '"d,· I1ntl)"",~ 
to oflit·pr~. 

Exp{'ns('; 

A Pl'lWVETl, Jul;}' 15th, lR56. 

JOI]~T UESOLUTION NO. ~. 

LAWS. 

'.lOINT R)~()JXTI().N pJ'QviJiEg for furr.iohing the Cod,' uIl''<l Lu w" tu "ffi(·,·J's 
(,Iltitled theretQ by law. 

ile&)l1'ed, by tlte GencmZ Asscm7Jy of tlU! State oj iowa. 
That the Secretar,)' of State be and islw]'chy authorized nIHl 
reqnire<l to tram:mit to t1;e comli,)' clerk of' each COllllt~· in 
the State, n suiliciC'ut number of' copies of the Code of'Iowll 
and of the acts of'the General Assembly of' 1853 and 1855, 
to supply the officers entitled to t~e same by law, and that 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS. 

the expense of transportation shall be audited, and paid by 
the Auditor by warran* on the State Treasury. 

ApPROVED, July 14th, 1856. 

RESOLUTION NO.3: 

GRAEr OF LAND. 

JOINT Rm!OLt1TION BIlking Congreu for a grant of land to aid in the eon­
Btruction of a certain Rail Road. 

97 

RuoWed, .1¥y tk (}fJMI'al A88emlJly of the State of IO'IIJa, Grant ef Ian&. 

That our S~a'ors in Oongress be instructed, and our Repre­
sentatives be requested, to use their best exertions to pro-
cure the passage of a bill, making a grant of land to aid in . 
the construction of a Rail Road from Olinton, Olinton coun- Clinton. 
ty, Iowa, to Oedar Rapids, and thellce in a north-westerly To'northel'll 
direction to the northern boundary of the State. boundary. 

Re8OlJved, That the Secretary of State be instructed toSeCl'etary fel" 

forward a copy of the foregoing resolution to each of our wanl 

Senators and Representatives in Congress. 
APPBOVlID, July 14, 1856. 

RESOLUTION NO. 4:.. 
, 

PKNITENTIARY. 

A .JOINT RmK>LUTIOJl' in reIation to paying 01'81' meney fer the use of the 
Penitentiary. 

ReIOlAJed, 1¥y the (}fIIIH1'Ol f88emJJl;y of the State of IO'IIJa, I:l~ate treasu. 

That the l).-easurer of State IS hereby directed to pay over rer to pay 
to the Warden of the Iowa Penitentiary for the 11se of the Warden. 

eame, twenty-three dollars, moneys eollected and paid ovel" 
to him by the Attorney General, from the securities of 

," Richard Quinton, late Warden of the Penitentiary. 
APPROVED July 12, 1856-

15 
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lOlNT RESOLUTIONS. 

RESOLUTION NO.5. 

llAIL FAOILITIliR 

roINT RES0L1BTION to-procure additional mail facilitiea;. 

Mail facilities.. Re8Ol!ved, 7Yy the General A88etmlJl!y of the State of I()IIJJ(],,.. 
That our Senaton be instructed, and our Representatives in 
Congress be req .. esied, to US6' their in1luence to procure in­
ereased mail facilities, on: the route from Chariton, in Lucas 
county, "na Osceola, in Clark COUllty, Afton, in Un?-0n 
county, Quincy, in Adams oounty, Frankford, in Montgom­
ery COlIDty, aud Glenwood, MmB county, to Plattsmouth, 
in Casll county, Nebraska Territory, BOas to hne a mail 
conveyed ov.er said route three time~ a week, in hacb or 
coaches. 

Secretary to Reaowed, That the Secretary of State, be instructed teo 
mnv.al'd. send a copy of these resolutions to our Senators and Repre-

sentatives in Congress, ani to the Postmaster General. 
APPROVED July 15th, 1856. 

, I 

. ltESOLUTION NO. fh 

GRANT OF LAIm . 

.f()INT RESOLUTION aslfug a g1·~t of puWc limds, to aid in tlie conatruc­
tiDn of a Rail Road, from Fort Madison to a point at or near Nebraska 
Cil;y. . 

IlIItructions. Reao1Jved, 7Yy the General A88etmlJ7;y of .the 8tat6 of ](1IJJa, 
That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be in­
structed to procure a grant of the public lands, to aid in the 
construction of a Rail Road from Fort Madison, via West 
Point, Keosauqua and Bloomfield, to a point at or neat: 
Nebraska Citr h 
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JOINT RESOLUTIONS' •. 

B6IOlAJed, That the Secretary of the S~ of Iowa be in,. ~ry to. 

etructed to send a copy oftlJese resolutions·too each of 0_ 

Senators and Representatives in CongreB8. 
APPROVED July 14th, 1$56. 

EESOLUTION NO.7. 

GliNT OF l.A.ND. 

JOINT RJ!80LUTION, uiiDg for a grant of land too conatruot a Rail Road 
form Keokuk to the South Bend of the- Minnesota Rivel", with III branch 
from Fort DelDloin. to the Northwellt cornel" of the State. 

ResolAJed, 1¥y the fhnHraJ,.Aa8emJJly 0/ the &ate of IO'IIJa, Land& requea­
That our Senators and Representatives in Congress be in- ted. 

. strncted to procure 'a grant of land, to aid in the construc­
tion of a Rail Road from Keokuk by the way of Fort Des­
moines to the northern line of the State of Iowa, in the di­
rection of the southern bend of the Minnesota. or St. Peters 
River, with a branch from. Fort Desmoines to a point near 
the North West comer of the State of low&. 

ReB01AJed, That the Sem:etary of State be instructed to Secretary for­

lend a copy of this resolution to our Senators and RepreseB.- ward. 

tatives in CongreBB • 
.APPROVED.July 14, 1856: 

RESOLUTION ,NO.8. 

GRANT OF LANDS. 

.... JOINT RESOLUTION askiDg for a grant of lands to aid in the 8Onatrul­
tion of a certain Rail Road. 

ReBOlAJed, 1¥y the Genmvil .A.lJ8fI1I1lJly of the Sto,te of IUIIXII, Grant oflanda 
That our Senatol'l be instructed, and our Representatives 
be requested, to use their utmost exertions to proeure a 
;ra.nt of lands tOt aid in the ~onstruction of a Rail Road, 
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from Washington, in Washington county, 'Uia Oskaloosa, 
Mahaska county, and Knoxville, in Marion county, to some 
point on the Missouri river, at or near Council Bluft8, upon 
the same terms atld conditions as the "act for a grant of 
lands to the State of Iowa, in alternate sections, to aid in 
the construction of certain Rail Roads in said State," ap­
proved lIay 15, 1856. 

Secretary for· . Resolved, That the Secretary of State forward to each 
ward. member of Congress a oopy of the foregoing resolutions. 

Agent. 

Bol'l'o.v. 

Interest. 

Bonde. 

ApPROVED,. July 15th, 1856. 

RESOLlJTION NO.9. 

STA.TE LOAN. 

JOINT RESOLUTION authorizing the borrowing of money from the School 
Fund of Iowa. 

Be it resolved by the General .Assem1Jly of the State of 
Iowa, That the Governor of Iowa be and is hereby appoint­
ed agent of the State, to borrow the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars from the Superintendent of Public Instrue­
tion of Iowa, for a term not exceeding five years, at a rate 
of interest not exceeding ten per cent. interest per annum; 
interest payable annually at the office of the Superinten­
dent of Public Instruction. 

Be itfurther resolved, That the said agent be and is 
hereby empowered and authorized to execute to the Super­
intendent, in the name of the State of Iowa, sufficient vouch­
ers for said sum of money, and upon the receipt of' said 
money, it is hereby made the duty of said agent to pay said 

Pay into State money to the Treasurer of State, reserving so much as shall 
Treasury.. be necessary to liquidl!ote Ule bonds of the State hereinafter 

Liquidate provided for in the:fifth resolution, taking therefor dupli-
debt. cate receipts, one of which shall be filed with the Secretary 

of State. 
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Be it further resolJved, That the faith of the State is. here F~~ O~Btate­
by irrevocably pledged for the full payment of said money p ge 

and interest., aecording to the terms and conditions of this 
resolution. 

Be itf~her re.aollve;l, That the Su~erintendent of Ptlb-S~J\~~ los. 

lic InstructIon be and IS hereby authonzed to loan the State 
of Iowa, from the school fund of said State, a sum of money 
not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, for a term not 
exceeding five years. 

Be it further re8olJved, That the Governor of Iowa be au-~n: to pay: 

thorized, and it is hereby made his duty~ to appropriate so on 8. 

mueh of the money borrowed in' pW'Buance of this resolu-
.ti.on, as shall be sufficient to liquidate the .bonds of the State, 
payable at the Philadelphia Bank, on the first of January, 
A. D., 1851. ' 

APPROVED, July 15th, 1856 . 
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MEMORIAL NO.1. 

EXTENSION OF BOUNDARY. 

lfEMOltIAL A'ND JOINT RllSOLUTION for ~he extenaion of the WI!&­
tem Boundary Line of the State of .Iowa to the MiBeouri river. 

Memorial. To the &nate 0IfI.d H0'U88 pf Repre8flntaJli;u88 of the United 
8tata qf America, in Otmgr888 a886mJiled: 

Your· memorialists, the General Assembly of the State of 
Iowa, would respectfuny :r.espresent that the Missouri river 
is the ]llQst natural.and appropriate western boundary for 
the State of Iowa; and that it is highly important to the 
best interests ef said State, 88 it will be to the poople who 
may hereafter Bettle and occupy the delta of land, located 
,between the present western boundary of said State and 
aaid river, that t1ae same should be attaehed to a.nd made a 
part of the State of Iowa, eo that the Missouri river may 
constitute the eailie wes1Jern boundary line· of said State, 
and as a parallel of latitude, (forty-three degrees, thirty 
minutes,) extending from the Mississippi river to the Mis­
souri river, may constitute ilie northern boundary line of 
said State. 

Request. Your memorialists woulQ therefore respectfully ask of 
your honorable bodies, that a law may ·be passed providing 

. for the immediate extinguishment of the Indian title to said 
land, and for its annexation to the State of Iowa. 

Instructions. Resowed, That the Senators ftom this State be instructed, 
and the Representatives be requested, to use their best ex­
ertions to procure the passage of a law, 88 a!!ked for in the 
foregoing memorial, and that the Secretary of State forward 

Forwarded. a copy thereof to each. 
ApPROVED, July 12th, 1856. 
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MEMORIAL NO. 2.. 

• FOR G:jUNT OF LANDS 

lIEMORIAL .!lID JOINT RFBOLUTIONS, asking Congrell8 'lor a grant df 
land to aid in the con,struction of a Rail Road, from McGreggor's landing 
on the Mississippi River, to '. point in the Western bollnds of the State 
of Iowa, between Sargeant's Blu1fa, and the north bounds .ofthe State, and 
in ease the bounds of the State be extended to the Missouri River on the 
northwest, said grant to extend to the tMn -w:est bounds of said State. 
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W BEREAS, by 8JI. act of Congress, approved May 15th, Preamble. 

1756, in answer to a memorial of the General Assembly of 
the State of Iowa, a grant of land was made ~o said State, 
to aid in the construction of three several Rail Roads as ap-
plied for in said memorial. And Whereas, one road to .. 
wit: that from McGreggor's landing named in said memo-
rial of the General Assembly, was left out of the said grant, 
and whereas the route of said road from McGreggor's land-
ing would be at least eighty miles north of the most northern. 
of the said roads, provided for in said grant ;-and where-
as it is believed that a great portion of the north western. 
part of the State of Iowa; and the south western portion of 
Minnesota, must remain for a long time unsettled, unless 
encouraged by Rail Road facilities; and whereas it is be-
lieved that the granting of alternate sections to the State 
under proper restrictions for the purpose of aiding in the 
constru.ction of all practicable Rail Roads ill the State, 'hae 
a direct tendency to promote not only the best interests 
of the State, but of the General Government; therefore, 

Reloked, 7Yy the General A89em1Jly of the State of Iowa, Instl'llctiou. 

That our Senators be instructed, and Representatives in 
Cengreaa be' requested to procure the passage of a law grant­
ing to the State of Iowa, the aiternate sections of land along 
the line of the proposed road, to an equal extent, under like 
privileges and restrictions with the grant made to the said 
other roads by said act of May 15th, 1856, to wit: 

Commencing at McGreggor's landing on the Mississippi, McGregor's to 

thence on the most practicable route to a point in the'western N. bonndal'J. 

bounds of the State between Sargearit'sBluffs and the north 
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boundary of the State, and in case the west boullds of the 
State be extended to the Missouri on the N orth West, that 
the said grant of lalld be also extended to the other western 
boundary, and that the lands likely to be within thc scope 
hf the applied for gret now for sale, be immediately with­
drawn from market, and wherever ~e lands are not ill. 
market the same be withheld from sale, until sufficient time 
shall have expired for the particular location of this road, 
and the selecting of said lands, to be conveyed in said 
grant. 

forward copy Re8olved, That the Secretary or State be instructed to 
forward a copy of the foregoing· memorial and resolutions 
to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
to the Secretary of the Interior, and 1;0. the Oommill8iolle'J' 
of the General Land Office. 

Iteeital. 

ApPROVED July 15th 1856 .. 

MEMORIAL NO.3. 

SWAMP LANDS. 

MEMORIAL. AIm JOINT'RESOLUTI01J in relation to the swamp land: 

To tM &nate a;nd H(JIN,88 qf Rqnesentatives qf eM United 
States, in (Jmgr688 a88emlJled. 

Your memorialilts, the General Assembly of the State of 
Iowa, respectfully represent, that under the act of Oongress 
entitled "an act to ena.ble the 8.tlate of Arkansas, and other 
states, to reclaim the swamp lands within its limits;' ap­
proved September 28th, 1850, a considerable amount of 
such land accrued to the State of Iowa; that by an act of 
the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, passed in Jan­
ua7" 1852, entitled. "an act to dispose of the swamp and 
ovei-fiowed lands within the State, and to pay the expenses 
of .aelecting and surveying the same;" those landa were 
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granted to the counties respectiTely in which they were ~it­
uated, in trust . for the purpose of draining and reclaiming 
the same, and provisions were made f'or the selection, sur­
vey and disposal of the same. 
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That under the last named act the greater part of the or-Selection~ 
ganized counties of the State, containing swamp lands, pro- " 
ceeded to select and survey the same. 

That much of the land so selected haa been returned, ac_Rttumed. 
cording to the provisions of law, and ilie instruction of the 
proper department, to the land offices of' the several dis-
tricts in which it was situated, marked upon the plats as· 
swamp land, and withheld fro.m sale or entry, and plats of 
land iO witDheld furnished to the several counties in which 
it was situated, that subsequently, to-wit: on the 25th of 
Jannary, 1855, an act of the General.A.ssembly of this State 
was approved, entitled "a bill to prevent trespass or waste 
upon the swamp or other lands in the State of Iowa, and 
f'or other purposes;" by which, among· other things, pre-Pre-emptiOD8.. 
emption rights were graJlted to actual settlers u})'>n the 
swamp or overflowed lands, when the same had been se-
lected, and return thereof made to the County Judges of 
the several counti~s; and at the same session of the Gene-
ral Assemblx, an act was passed a~thorizing the Go.vernor 
of the State, to cause the swamp lands in the unorganized 
counties of the State to be selected. 

That nnder the provisions of the acts above men.tioned, a Landa Bold. 
large quantity of these lands has been sold to orpre-empted 
.by actual settlers, and especially since· the passage oc the 
law above named, granting pre-emption rights; the with-
drawal of the same from sale or entry, at the land offices, 
and the furnishing of the several County J ndges with plats 
thereof, having been considered by the people settling upon 
the same and by the counties as a sufficient guarranty of 
title in the State, and t.hro.ugh the State to the counties in G~arantee of 

which they are situated. That in many of' the counties the title. 
funds arising from the sale of the swamp lands have beenFunda appor­
appropriated according to the intent of the act of Congress tioned. . 

. to reclaiming the same, and contraeta have been en.tered in- Cootracte. 
to. for ditching and draining. 

16 
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IDltractioDl of Your memorialists would further represent, that under 
Commit'r. the instructions of the Commissioner of the General Land 

Office, dated February 11th, 1856, much hardship, and in 
many instances great injustice has been and will be wraught 
upon actual settlers upon tae swamp lands, as well as upon 
the counties in which .theyare situated; under those instrUc­
tions the question as to whether the lands selected were 
swamp or not, has been permitted to be opened, and appli­
cations for .aid lands been allowed at the Land Offices, by 

Afticlavit. 

Not final 

filing the following affidavit, viz: 

. STATE OF IOWA, } '88. 
COmnTOF---------------

On this day of 18518, personally appe~ 
ed before me the undersigned , in the S'tate 
oflowa, , who being 
by me duly sworn deposes and says that he is well acquaint­
ed with the character ~ the soil in the following described 
tract of land, to-wit: of section , 
in towIlihip ., 'Of range , in the dia-
trict of lands subject to sale at . , in the county of 
---. That he has been over and examined the lines 
of said land and the marks or designations on the corner 
posts or trees, and from such examination has ascertained 
and knows the greater part of each forty acre tract thereof 
to be dry and fit for cultivation, without artificial drainage 
or embankment, and free from such regular periodical over­
flow, either at the planting, growing, or h.arvoesting leason, 
as would materially injure or destroy a crop. 

And further, that such was the character thereof' on the 
28th day of September, 1850, the day on which the Swamp 
Land Law was passed .. 

Subscribed and sworn before me, on the day aforesaid. 
Those mstl'1lctions are based upon the supposition that 

the selections made by the state or county agents, even 
when properly authentieated, and followed by a withdraw­
al of the lands 1:10 selected from sale or entry, are not final 
nor binding upon the General Government. This supposi­
tion your memorialists do not design at this time to contra­
vert,mor do they-deny tlaatthe selections may not in some in-
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813nces have embraced dry and tillable lands; out they do 
say that the character of many of the lands selected ru1 
swamp lands, has materially changed within the last two 
years; that this change is owing, partly to the improvement Ohance­

of oontiguous lands, partly to the constructioR of roads 
through them, which in some instances operate as drains, 
but mainly to the drought of the summer of 1854; that 
there are numerolJS tracts of lanq in many counties, which, 
prior to said drought, could not be crossed by teams, and 
upGn which there was always standing water, which could 
notnow be proved to be swamp lands. 

The partic1ilar point which your memorialists wish to 
make is, that after the General Government has acquiesced 
for a series of years in the action taken by the State of 10w.& 
in relation to those lands, without any interference, after 
vested rights ha're been permitted to accrue, and contracts 
to be made for the purpose of reclaiming th.ose lands, righta 
and contracts accruing, and made in good faith, based upon 
a grant of several years' standing, it would be an act of in­
justice, th,I.t would inevitably work much wrong and hard­
llhip, both to individual settlers and to cOOAties, resulting .in 
the 1088 of homes to the former, and involving the latter in 
debt, to permit the question of the character of these land. 
to be opened at this late day, and allow applications for the 
.same to be filed at the Land Offices, without providing 
against infringement of vested rights, and securing the COU}l­

ties from loss under contracts made in good faith. In many 
of the counties bordering on the Missouri river, the propor­
tion of the swamp land is.large. They embrace the bottom 
lands of the Missouri and its tributaries, and are so liable 
to inundation that it woold require an extensive system of 
draining and dykeing to reclaim them and render them fit 

107 

for cultivati-on. In those counties we are informed a large Ii' 
• • App eatlOlIII 

amount of those lands have been applied for by non-reSl- for swamp 

dent speculators, covering iB many instances the entries landFJ. 

made by actual settlers under the provisions of the State 
laws. The settler of course, if they loose their homes, will 
look to the counties for indemn.ity, and will demand, not 
only a return 'Of the purchase money, but damages; while 
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the counties must either loose the lands applied for, and 
pay damages to actual settlers, or become involved in ex­
pensive litigation, in many instance at a remote land office, 
to prove each separate tract applied for under the instrue­
tions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to be 
swamp land. The larie amount of lands in some of the 
western conn ties applied for by non-residents, amounting in 
some instances to twenty or thirty thousand acres, precludes 
tIle possibility of' the affidavits upon which they are based 
having been made in good faith by persons so familiar with 
the lands as to be able to swear to the metes and bounds of 
each tract. Your memorialists, therefore, are impressed 
with the belief, that if the true character of those landswM 
ascertained, it would be fOlmd that but a small proportion 
of them are dry and fit for cultivation, and that while the 
General Government willsuft'er but a trifling loss by confirm­
ing them to the State,much wrong will be wrought upon the 
aettlers who have entered or pre-empted them under the 
State laws, and upon the counties in which they are situa­
ted, if this question of their actual character is yet to be de­
termined. Th.ir original selection by the state and county 
agents, was prima facia evidence that they are swamp or 
overflowed, and their reservation from sale or entry at the 
Government Land Offices, for so long a period, should be 
conclllsl vee 

Urant coofer- Your memorialists, therefore, respectfully urge the pas-
~ . I 

Patent!!. 

lnstnlctions. 

, 

sage of an act confinning the grant to the State of owa; 
and authorizing patents to be issued for all the lands that 
have been selected and reserved from sale or entry, at any 
of the Land Offices in this State. 

Be it 'r68ol'Ved by the General .A8serrWly of the State of 
Iowa, That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
Representatives requested, to use their best exertions to pro­
cure the passage of snch an act as is contemplated by the 
foregoing memorial, and that copies of this memcrial be 
forwarded without del ay to each of onr Senators and Repre­
sentatives in the Congress of the United States, by the See-

By 8eeretary. retary of State. 
ApPROVED, July 12th, 1856. 
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-
ST A-SS. 

I CLEARY, Secre of the State of 
low certify that th cta, resolutione 
and e truly copied gina! rolls OIl 

file in my office. 
In t .. stimony of which, I have hereto subscribed my 

1--'-'} name, and affixed the great seal of the State of 
L. S. Iowa. Given at Iowa City, Iowa, the 9th day 
--.-- of September, A. D., 1856. 

-= 

GEO W MCLEARY, 
etary of State. 
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BRANcH .... 

INDEX. 

Of Iowa Air Line Rail Road, 
BRIDGE-

Over Cedar River, 
BURLINGTON AND MISSOURI R. R. CO. 

Lands granted to, 

CEDAR RAPIDS CITY­
In corporation of, 

CENSUS-

o. 

Of Indians, to be taken, 
CENTRALIA-

In Dubuque county, 
CERTIFICATE-

Of pre-emption, 
Of Secretary of State, 

CHILLICOTHE-
Bounds of lots change-

CITIES-
Mount Pleasant incorporated, 
Cedar Rapids " 
Keokuk, charter amended, 
Muscatine, charter amended, 
Wapello, incorporated, 
Iowa City, bounds changed, 
Lyons, charter amended, 
Ottumwa, incorporated, 

CHARTERS-
(See cities and towns.) 

CLERMONT-
Name changed from Norway, 

CODE AND LAWS-
Officers to be supplied­

COMMISSIONERS-
~ revise school laws, 

COURTS-
(See District Co~.) 
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OONDlTIONS-
Of' grants of lands to Railroad' companies, 3 

CROSSINGS-
Of Railroads, &c., 4, 

D. 

~ 
DISTRIar OOURTS-

Terms in Muscatine county, 6 
do " 6th and 7th Judicial Districts, 7 

DUBUQUE AND P ACIF~O R. R. 00.-
Lands granted to, 1 

E. 
EXPENSES-

Of District Oourt in Keokuk, 85 
EXTENSION-

Of State boundary, 102 

F. 
FORT MADISON-

Oharter amended, 18 
Bonds legalized, 73 

G. 
GRANDVIEW- .-. 

Streets and a.lleys vacated, 86 :, 
GRANT OF LANDS-

For Railroads, accepted, 1 
Conferred on companies, 1 
Conditione, 3 
Oompanies must accept, ~ 
Incumbrances, &c., 6 
Asked for, for Rail Roads, 97 
Ft. Madison and N ebraeka Oity, 98 
Keokuk and Minnesota, 99 
Washington and Oouncil Bhi1fe, 100 
McGregor to Sargent's Bluffs, 103 

GAUGE-
Of Railroads, S 

17 

Digitized by Google 



114 INDEX. 

H. 
HOGS-

To be confined-in Jackson county, 

L 
INDIANS-

Pennitted to reside in the State, 
INCORPORATIONS-{See Cities and Towns,} 
IOWA AIR LINE R. R. CO.-

Lands granted to, 
IOWA CITY-

Oharter amended, 

K. 
KEOKUK-

City Charter amende?, 

L. 
LANDS-

Saline Grant-to be closed, 
Swamp, disposition of, 
A Memorial in relation to, 
Asked fo~ Railroads, 
From Ft. Madison to Nebraska, 
From Keokuk to Minnesota, 
From Washington to Oouncil Bluffs, 

.. From McGregor's to Sargent's Bluffs,. 
LAWS-

Commissioners to revise School, 
Publication and distributit)D of, 
Publication of certain, 
To be furnished to officers, 

LOCATION, 
Of lines and routes of railroad&,. 

LOAN-
From 8cho.~1 fund to the State~ 

LYONS-
City charter amended, 

M., 
MAlL FACILITIES-

,- ,Resolution asking for increase,. 

81 

77 
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MAPS AND PLATS-
• Of lines or routes of rail road@, 
MILITARY COMP ANIES-

May draw State anns, 
MISSISSIPPI AND MISSOURI E. R. CO.~ 

Lands granted to. 
MOUNT PLEASANT CITY­

Incorporated of, 
MUSCATINE CITY­

Amendment to charter, 
MEMORIALS TO CONGRESS-

For extension of western boundary, 
For grant of lands for rail roads, 
To confirm Swamp Land selections, 

NAMES .CHANGED­
Norway to ClernUlnt, 
Decota to Centralia, 

0'lTUMW A CITY­
Incorporation of, 

PENITENTIARY-

N. 

o. 

P. 
To have use of State arms, . 
Appr9priations for, 
State Treasure~ to pay Warden, 

PLATS-
Of rail roads to be :filed, 

PROBATE RECORDS-
In J acbon county, to be transcribed, 

R. 
RAIL ROADS-

Location of routes 
RAIL ROAD COMPANIES­

Grant of lands to, 
To accept and assent, 
Rules cnd regulations, report, 
Condition and restrictions, 

RAIL ROAD STOCK-
Certain towns may take, 

RAIL ROAD TAXES-
On M. & M. R. R. 00., division of, 

REVISION-
Of school laws, 

;RESOLUTIONS, JOINT-
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ROAD, f;TATE-
Primrose to Keokuk, 
Re-tlurvev in Clavton county. 
Bear Grove to Cfncinnati, • 
Forest Grove to Con-don, 
Bloomfield to Richland, 
Glenwood to Quincy, 
Sidney to Glenwood, 
Marshall to Ashton, 
Fort Dod~ to Council Bluffs, 
De\\itt to Poston's Grove, 
Ottumwa to Centerville, (time extended.> 

S. 
~ALTh'"E LA....'f\DS--

Register to close and patent, 
SCHOOL DISTRlars-

No.1 and 2, in Musca~e, 
No.4 in Scott township, 'Johnson county, 

SCHOOL FUND- ~ 
Prohibit~on from loaning, 
To be loaned to the State, 

SCHOOL LAWS-
CommissiOllers to revise, 

STATE BOUNDARIES-
Memorial for extension of, 

STATE DEBT-
To be liquidated, 

SWAMP LANDS-
W Disposition and sale of, 

Memorial in regard to, 
SWINE-

To be confined in Jackson county, 
TAXES- • 

On M. & M. Railroad, division of, 
May be levied on Muscatine Island, 

TERMS OF COURT-
In Muscatine county, 
In sixth and seventh Judicial Districts, 

TOWNS-
Ft. Madison, charter amended, 
Bloomfield, do. 
Bentonsport, do. 
Certain, may take stock, 

UNION COUNTY-

.. ,. 

Attached to 11th Senatorial District, 
WAPELLO CITY-

Incotporation of; 

~ 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
15 
16 
17 . 

" 95 
100 

18 

102 

100 

83 
104-

81 

13 
19 

G 
"[ 

18 
51 
12 
1~ 

T~ 

IS 
", ';'" 

DigitizedbyGoo~I~-' z·o: ..... :::. 
" ~-<~ 


