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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

On the 28th of February, 1892, the following articles of association were
adopted by the persons in attendance at the third reunion of the Pioneer
Lawmakers of Iowa:

NaME—The name of this association shall be PIoNEER LAWMAKERS'
ABBOCIATION OF JowaA.

WHo ELiGIBLE To MEMEBERSHIP.—Its members shall consist of all former
State officers, including members and officers of territorial and State legis-
latures, senators and representatives in Congress, members of the cabinet
from Iowa, United States supreme, circuit, and district judges, members
and officers of constitutional conventions, and state boards of education,
judges, and district attorneys, who served twenty years prior to each
biennial reunion.

TiME oF MEeeTiNg.—The reunions shall be held at the Capitol of the
State, beginning on the -second Wednesday of February of the year in
which the General Assembly holds its regular sessions, unless otherwise
called by the executive committee.

Orricers.—The officers shall consist of a president, and one vice-pres-
ident from each congressional district of the State, a secretary and two
assistants, and an executive committee composed of three members.

Erection oF OrFFicErs.—The officers shall be elected on the second day
of each biennial meeting and hold their offices two years, or until their
successors are chosen.

INAUGURAL ADDRESS.—The address of the president shall be delivered
at the opening of each biennial reunion.

CoMMITTEE oN PUBLICATION.—On the morning of the first day of each
reunion the president shall appoint a committee on publication, whose
duty it shall be to take charge of all papers read or received at the various
sessions, including resolutions and letters from absent members, and pre-
serve all records of each meeting. This committee shall, with the assist-
ance of the secretary, prepare the proceedings of each session for publica-
tion, and supervise the printing and distribution of the same, and mall a
copy of the proceedings to each member.

ENBOLLMENT oF MEMBERS.—At the opening of each session the presldént
shall invite all members present to enroll their names, giving their terms
of official service, place of birth, number of years in Iowa, and present
postoffice address. These statistics shall be published with the proceed-
ings. :

NoTe.—According to the foregoing articles, all will become eligible to mem-
bership at the next meeting of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association of Iowa,
who are in either of the following classes:

1. The members and officers of the Twenty-fifth General Assembly that sat
in 1894.

2. All state officers and deputies entering upon office between February 1,
1893, and February 1, 1895.

3. All judges of the supreme and district courts going upon the bench be-
tween the. dates named.

The predecessors of all the foregoing officials are already eligible. So are
all persons who represented Iowa in Congress prior to March 4, 1895; as also
all persons who at any time held the office of distriet attorney or that of
judge of the circuit court. All, whether those now just eligible, or those who
rendered service to the state at an earlier time, are invited to attend, and take
full part in the proceedings.
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PIONEER LAWMAKERS’ ASSOCIATION
OF IOWA '

REUNION OF NINETEEN HUNDRED THIRTEEN

HELD AT DES MOINES, IOWA, MARCH 19 AND 20, 1913

FOURTEENTH BIENNIAL SESSION

The Association was called to order at 10:30 by Vice-President
Francis M. Epperson, who said:

Our President Cole is not in.the state, and I have been asked to act in
his place as chairman of this meeting. The first thing in order will be
invocation by Rev. Joshua Jester, Rev. George Miller, whose name is on
the program, not being present, he having been called away from the
capital.

Mr. Jester: Shall we stand while praying?
Mr. Jester:

Our Father, we feel very grateful to Thee for the privilege of coming
together here this morning, and we feel that it is very fitting for us to
pause a moment before engaging in our real business and turn our
thoughts toward Thee., Thou hast been good to us. Most of us have
been even brought beyond the time permitted to man on earth, and we
thank Thee for the preservation of life and health, and we thank Thee for
the good work that many of these, our good brethren, have been engaged
in in the years gone by. We thank Thee for the prominent places they
have held. We thank Thee for the earnestness, devotion, and ability with
which they transacted business; and we thank Thee that if the results of
that ability extend out over our commonwealth it extends where it does
because of the earnest devotion of our people in the early days; and so,
when we come together today and think of the past, we are inclined—
some of us at least—to live in the past. Oh, help us not to forget Thee,
and in all our transactions and work to feel that we want Thee to bless
our efforts. We feel that Thou hast blessed a great deal of the work done
by these men. So let us be true, and as they extended the laws of our
land let us find in Thee a real, true friend, and in all our plans let us
congider Thee as in the plans. Bless all the meetings of the men of God
and the men of the state as they transact business, and make it not only
. & social gathering but a gathering which will be helpful to us all. While
many of us have dropped out and are dropping out, O God, wilt Thou
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help the men still living in this world to be better and stronger il.:l it. We
ask all this in Thy name. Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be
Thy name; Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done in earth, as it is in
Heaven; give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil; for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for
ever. Amen. ;

Chairman: We will now call on Mr. Brown for some musie.

Mr. Corydon M. Brown responded by singing a beautiful and
patriotic song, requesting the persons attending the meeting to
join in the chorus.

Chairman: The next on our program is an address of welcome
by Hon. James R, Hanna, mayor of this eity, but as Mr. Hanna is
not present we will listen to the reading of the President's address
by Mr. Gillette.

Mr. Gillette here read the very able address of President C. C.
Cole, as follows:

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS.

To the Honorable, the Members of the Pioneer Lawmakers' Association of
Towa: ¢

I take pleasure in following the precedent set by my predecessors in
this office, so manifestly within the purposes of the Association, of deliv-
ering a President’s address at the opening of each biennial session of our
Association. In the case of each of my predecessors, their personal pres-
ence has been practicable. In my case circumstances render such presence
impossible, and yet I am with you in spirit, in purpose, and in loyalty,
and love for the state of our adoption, and in the purpose to maintain its
high standing as an exemplar to our sister states.

It is a well verified fact that there is not elsewhere on the face of the
globe a body of land equal in extent to that embraced within the boun-
daries of the state of Towa, possessing equal fertility, and at the same
time so comparatively free from waste or uncultivable land as that within
our state. It is also a well recognized fact that at the time of the settle-
ment in the state of Iowa the lines of immigration led most freely from
the best sources. This latter fact finds a sufficient verification in the wise,
beneficent, and practical laws enacted during the territorial and early
statehood existence; which characteristics have to a very large extent
continued down to the present time.

The early wise and comprehensive provisions for educatwn in the com-
mon school, high school, and colleges led to an early recognition of our
lowest percentage of illiteracy among the states. At an early day in our
history I was led to investigate the purposes for which our taxes were
levied and expended. That investigation developed that substantially 68
per cent of all the taxes levied within the state were for the purpose of
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education. The education thus provided for and actually imparted in our
schools may well be regarded as the most potent factor in our develop-
ment and well being.

It is worthy of note, too, that in our first code of laws, prepared and
enacted in less than five years after the admission of our state into the
Union, a well digested and carefully prepared statute prohibiting the sale
of intoxicants was embraced in the code.

This statute has been amended from time to time as its defects, or the
necessity for further guards in connection with sales necessary for medic-
inal, culinary, and mechanical purposes, were developed. No backward
step in connection with that subject has been taken, but steady advance
and improvement have marked the course of its progress, until now we -
have a statute well approved and beneficent in its operation.

To illustrate and verify the statement that lines of immigration led
from the most desirable sources, we refer to the fact that at an early
period in the settlement of the state twelve divinity students, who had
just then graduated from Andover Theological Seminary, came together
to Iowa and settled at the time mainly in the southeast portion of the
state. They severally, in the localities of their selection, commenced their
work. They visited families, organized societies, built churches, and in
some instances taught school. They were devoted, industrious, and per-
sistent in their calling, and in every instance success crowned the ef-
forts and labors of each. Changes of location were made as new openings
presented themselves, and their visitations and labors in their several
flelds were had with the result that everywhere the communities were
stimulated and exalted in their cultural and moral activities.

Not only were the immediate communities where this apostolic number,
which came to be known as the Andover band, were located and laboring
benefited most manifestly and greatly, but the entire state so felt
the influence of their labors that such influence manifested itself in the
statutes enacted by the legislature and in multiplied other avenues of
practical affairs in individual and community uplift.

It is of interest to note that every command of the decalogue finds itself
not only approved but further enforced by statute penalties. The first
Commandment that, “Thou shalt have no other God before thee,” which
seems to call for a mental condition, finds a practical sanction in that no
person is permitted to exercise any or even the least power or authority,
under the constitution and laws of the state, until after he has taken an
oath calling upon God to witness that he will exercise such power, justly,
faithfully, and uprightly according to the best of his ability.

The second command, forbidding the making of any graven image or
other likeness, is but an expression negatively in detail of the compre-
hensive rule stated in the first.

The third prohibition, “Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord,
thy God, in vain,” is enforced by our statute denouncing penalties against
profanity, blasphemy, and the like.

The fourth, “Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy,” is enforced
by penalties against ordinary labor on that day; also by declaring con-
tracts made on that day void and without force.
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The fifth, “Honor thy father and thy mother,” seems only to call for
mental emotion or action, yet our lawmakers found that at the common
law, while parents were required to maintain and support their children,
no reciprocal obligation by that law required the children to support
their parents even when indigent, yet our statute perfects and sanctions
the duty by requiring the children to support and maintain their parents
when they become unable to do that for themselves.

The sixth is buttressed by our statute with penalties of death, life im-
prisonment, or other, as the intent or motive may magnify or lessen the
guilt.

The seventh, “Thou shalt not commit adultery,” is, by our statute, not
only visited by direct penalties, but the most sacred contract or relation
poseible is made void by reason of it.

The eighth, “Thou shalt not steal,” is enforced by penalties proportioned
to the magnitude of the act.

The ninth, “Thou shalt not bear false witness,” is most severely pun-
ished by our statutes against perjury.

The tenth, “Thou shalt not covet,” is punished when the thought of
covetousness is so0.long indulged in as to lead to the act of possession.

In view of this summary is it egotism or state pride for Iowa citizens
to claim that it has both good soil and good citizenship, or that it derived
its people from the best sources? It is not sought to show that the And-
over band was the sole cause for the statutes enforcing the moral code or
decalogue, but that it was one of the potent influences thereto, together
with others coming from like best sources of immigration in the early
gettlement of the state and the gemeral high character of its people. Since
our biennial session two years ago the last member of that glorious
Andover band has passed to his reward. The measure of good wrought
by them individually and collectively is quite beyond human computation.

A comparison of the laws enacted by the legislatures of Iowa, during
the first ten years of its existence as a state, with those of a like relative
period with our sister state on the south, shows the former to have been
on a much more exalted plane than the latter, and thereby shows the
verity of the statement as to the best sources from which our population
came.

The financial history and standing of the state, from its earliest day,
algo corroborate this statement, as does the absence of official defalca-
tions.

The fertility of its soil has not only achieved unparalleled success in its
agricultural progress and development, but it has stimulated the planting
and growth of schools of agriculture recognizedly superior to those of
other states and indeed to those of other nations.

Iowa, too, has been fortunate in the character and usefulness of the
men whom she has elevated to official position, in the state and nation.
Its delegation in Congress during the period of rebellion, was conspicu-
ously able, active, and eficlent. It furnished the House with its chairman
of the judiciary committee, which, in view of the great changes in the
laws and the enacting of laws hitherto entirely unknown to legislation,
and the sagacity shown therein manifests the comprehensive ability of
those concerned in their origin and enactment.
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The senator from Iowa who for forty years- thereafter wielded a health-
ful and potent influence in all national legislation was of that delegation.
Iowa’s well known war governor, who will be recognized without naming,

"with all his greatness, loyalty, and boldness, stood at the head of all the
governors in his prompt, thoughtful, and eficient support of the great
martyr president of the nation. Indeed, Iowa furnished to the Union
army a larger percentage of Union soldiers as compared with its entire
population than any other state. The fact stated in this latter sem-
tence may be quoted as in verification of the motto engraved upon the
block of stone furnished by Iowa to the Washington monument, which is:
“Towa; the affections of her people, like the rivers of her borders, flow to
an inseparable union.”

To return now to the high character and influence of the individuals
elevated to official positions in the state and nation, we call attention to
the members of the bench of the supreme court of the United States, and
can very safely and most confidently afirm that Iowa’s contribution to
that bench added very much to its learning and vigor as well as to the
wisdom and justice of its decisions.

Our state has been permitted to enjoy its fair share of officers con-
ducting the nation’s affairs, including members of the president’s cabi-
nets. In no instance, we believe, hag any one of our citizens falled to ful-
fill with satisfaction the duties required of him in such poeitions, and we
think it can be very safely and truly afirmed that the department of the
treasury was, by its Iowa secretary, most efficiently handled, averting a
panic at the beginning of his career in that high office.

This epitome of conditions and events found and brought about by the
members of the Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association affords, we submit, a
justification for the joyous retrospect of the events in which some mem-
ber of our Association has taken some active part. We ask the present
legislature and the citizens of all Iowa to allow us the egotistical pleasure
(if it be such) of enjoying this glorious retrospect. While we claim the
absolute right to enjoy the fruits of the past, we only claim the bare
privilege of making suggestions respecting the proper conduct of the
present and future.

Make broad and comprehensive, not piecemeal, provisions for good
roads for all Iowa. Those provisions may allow ,the construction by
piecemeal, or sections or localities, but they must be in execution of the
one comprehensive plan; yet they should not exclude nor inhibit the em-
ployment or use of new material, discoveries, combinations, or inven-
tions. Do not impair by amendment or otherwise the efficlency and
beneficence of our prohibitory laws. The secret ballot was provided to
avoid personal enmities, but not to avoid the entertaining or avowing of
principles. The entertaining or expressing of an opinion, whatever that
opinion may be, is never properly the occasion for personal enmity and
therefore principles do not need the protection of a secret ballot. A
neighbor may need the protection of a secret ballot to save him from the
enmity of a neighbor against whom he may vote for any office. His ex-
cuse for so voting may be very difficult to present to the neighbor and
could hardly ever be made satisfactory; but, if he votes for a principle,
prohibition, or regulation, he may safely present his reasons therefor.
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The secret ballot is never actually needed for any question submitted to
the suffrage of voters.

Reorganize the supreme court. The results of the labors of this tribunal
do not seem to be satisfactory to the profession nor to the people. The
reason for this apparent dissatisfaction does not exist as against the
men composing that tribunal, nor as against their learning nor integrity,
but, as I think and believe, because of their methods of business. The
opinion of a judge of the supreme court upon a case submitted is worth
very little, if anything, more than the opinion of a judge of the district
court or the judge who tried the case. The opinion of the supreme court
has added worth and increased certainty of justice because and only be-
cause of the advantage afforded for an actual consultation with his fel-
low judges. Nothing so tends to elicit the truth and very right of a case
as a conflict of mind with mind in oral discussion and in perfect freedom
from bias. And the methods of business of a supreme court should be
such as not only to allow, but such as absolutely and imperatively to
require, such consultation and conflict. Where this iz done faithfully, the
nearest approximation to justice possible may be attained; but without
it there can be no such assurance, and I repeat that without it the opinion
of a supreme court judge is not likely to be of any more worth than the
opinion of the district judge.

To secure this consultation and conflict should be the central thought
and purpose of any law for the reorganization of the court. To accom-
plish this I suggest that the number of judges of the supreme court be
increased to ten and that this number be equally divided so as to make
two courts, consisting of five judges, each one of whom should be a chief
justice in turn. That number is the halecyon number for a supreme
court. That number affords the best for consultation, and is not too
cumbrous. These courts might be classed as: the supreme court and the
court of appeals. Appeals would go to the court having jurisdiction of
the subject matter involved in the case as provided by the act of re-
organization. The subject matter of jurisdiction of each court should be
first provided by the act, and be subject to amendment by the legislature,
and the two courts would be clothed with authority to transfer the subject
matter by rule of courts as occasion and experience might require.

Error of court to which the appeal is taken should be corrected by
motion and order of transfer. No appeal should be allowed from one court
to the other. If necessary to meet constitutional requirement, the supreme
court might be given supervisory control over the court of appeals. The
one clerk would still be clerk of both courts and would keep the record of
each court in separate books. The supreme court reporter would report
opinions of each court together in the order of their announcement.

An entire revision of the revenue laws should be made whereby all
property, except such as by law is exempt from levy or sale, should be
assessed at its fair market value and subjected to equal taxation. No
division or reduction of such assessed value should be made, but the whole
thereof should be subject to taxation at such a rate as found necessary to
raise the required revenue. The effect of this change would be to very
greatly increase the assessed valuation of the property of the state and
also to reduce proportionately the rate of taxation. This change would
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secure to us our equilibrium of population because many people of wealth
and others are deterred from coming into the state because of our high
rate of taxation. They are thus deterred because of their want of knowl-
edge of the fact that the assessed value of our property under the present
law is only one-fourth of its real market value. This statement only
covers the fundamental principles of assessment and of taxation, and
leaves for adjustment by the draftsmen of the statute the different kinds
of property which may have limited intrinsic value with and at the same
time immense profit-yielding by reason of associations, relations, or con-
nections. .

With one more suggestion or recommendation, I shall close this already
too extended address. That suggestion relates to a matter of national in-
terest, to the promotion of which by her motto on the monument Iowa
stands most distinctively committed. That is, the National Panama
Eeposition to be held in 1915 at San Diego, California, the nearest port
with landlocked, safe, and capacious harbor to that canal, on our Pacific
coast, and that must, in the commerce of the future, demand attention of
vessels passing through it. I am not unaware that in a contest heretofore
had San Francisco, California, has been given the honor as the central
goal to that exposition. It is not sought hereby to reverse or set aside
what has been dome, but to supplement it -without detracting by the
recognition of San Diego as the entrepot of the commerce using that won-
derful accomplishment of the century. That an exposition in connection
with the opening of the Panama canal in 1915 will be held is, by the
enterprise, energy, and liberality of the citizens of San Diego, an as-
sured fact.

The advantages of San Diego over San Francisco as a place for the hold-
ing of such an exposition are most manifest. It is in a semi-tropical
climate, and vegetation generates and grows the year round. Its Balboa
park of 1,400 acfes, with numerous canyons and wonderful natural
scenery, make it an ideal place for the exposition. It is, in fact, direct
and convenient in connection with every point on the Pacific coast and
all its possessions.

The legislature of Towa should at its present session make an appropria-
tion for the construction of a suitable building and maintain therein its
exhibit during the exposition year in both San Francisco and San Diego.
Iowa has been justly distinguished and recognized as an agricultural
state. The fertility of its soil is confessedly superior to that of any other
state. Its capacity to produce cereals is not surpassed. Its many rivers
furnish along their entire respective courses multiplied sites for the con-
struction of water-power manufacturing mills, the extent of which can
hardly be comprehended.

In addition to this, almost the entire state is underlaid with a stratum
of bituminous coal, and in many portions, and doubtless over most of the
state, there are found three strata of such coal, affording an amount of
propelling power almost beyond computation. Further than this, quite
recently the federal government, in the prosecution of its long and well
settled policy and plans to promote and improve the navigation of our
great rivers, has just completed the construction of locks and a dam on
the rapids of the Mississippi along the southeast border of our state,
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whereby an incalculable amount of power is produced, which is to be con-
tinually transmuted into electric power, and being distributed over a large
portion of Iowa, Missouri, and Illinois for use in manufactures. By these
facilities Towa may even surpass Massachusetts in its manufacture as it
does really surpass it in its facilities for power to that end.

The exhibit at San Diego would afford notification of our capacity to
the entire world, and of our facilities, which is all that is wanted to ac-
complish the fulfillment of our greatness in population as in other elements
of great statehood.

Chairman: The next thing in order will be the appointment of
committees to wait upon the Governor, the Senate, and the House
of Representatives. I will appoint as a committee to wait upon
the Governor Lot Abraham and Col. David J. Palmer; to wait upon
the Senate I will appoint Mr. Twombly and Col. Godfrey; to wait
upon the House of Representatives I will appoint Mr. Bicknell and
Mr. Perry. On the Committee of Resolutions I will appoint Mr.
Gillette, Col. Palmer, and Capt. Twombly. I will appoint the
Committee on Nominations some time this afternoon.

Capt. Twombly: Mr. Chairman. The committee appointed to
wait upon the Senate wish to report that they have performed the
duty assigned to them, and the Senate, through the Lieutenant
Governor, accepted the invitation, stating that they would be glad
to avail themselves of the opportunity to visit the sessions of the
Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association.

On motion, the meeting here adjourned until 1:30 o’clock p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Meeting called to order pursuant to adjournment by Vice-presi-
dent Epperson.

Upon urgent request Lot Abraham consented to favor the meet-
ing with a song entitled ‘‘The Old Soldier.”’

Chairman: The first thing in order this afternoon was to be
the Address of Welcome by the Mayor of the City of Des Moines.
That was on the program for this forenoon session, but as the
hour became quite late and the Mayor not being present it was
postponed until this afternoon. We will now listen to an address
of welcome by Mayor James R. Hanna, of Des Moines.

THE MAYOR'S ADDRESS OF WELCOME.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: I don’t know why this gathering should
need an address of welcome from anybody, but I shall attempt to make
one. I remember Oliver Wendell Holmes’s poem about the reunion of his
old class:
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“Has any old fellow got mixed with the boys? -
If he has, just take him out without making a noise.”

I feel as though the tables were reversed today, and that some young
fellow has got mixed with the boys, that might properly be taken out. I
was a Latin teacher for a great many years, but I think you will forgive
it, if I tell you the only Latin I can recall is one verse: “Forsau el haec
olina meminisse juvabit,” which means, in plain English, “Perchance the
time will come when it will be pleasing to recall these hardships.” It is
rather strange that things which are the hardest for us to bear are the
things that we always recall with the greatest pleasure and that we love
to recount all the rest of our lives.

A few years ago I went through a very serious stomach operation. They
inquired about what caused the disease, when I informed them that I
got my troubles down south, during the civil war, meaning that my father
had laid the foundation of diseases that still afflicted the family. The
great days that you men went through, whether you were in the civil war,
as the most of you I see no doubt were, or whether you participated in the
civic life, must have been an inspiration, as I suppose it was to you,
although you perhaps were too close to see it, and I am sure they will
be the inspiration of every generation that comes afterwards. When I was
a boy there was nothing that seemed to be so great as the wars of
America, the great, gigantic struggles you went through, not only the
civil war, but the struggles of pioneer days; the struggles for freedom
against various enemies, whether natural or human. I love to think of
American history as one great idea. Jefferson wrote it down in the
Declaration of Independence “that there are certain inalienable rights,”
and then he laid down those inalienable rights and summed up, or
concluded, with the phrase that “all men are created equal.” Now, I
think that summed up all of American history, that has been or will be,

nce our parents came here in 1620. It has always been interesting to me
to notice the steps which I, as a teacher for a great many years, reck-
oned with in the progress of American history. Our forefathers came
here with the idea of obtaining religious freedom for themselves. They
thought nothing of political freedom; in fact, they acknowledged the
British flag as loyally as though they had remained in Bngland. They
denied that freedom to others; persecuted Quakers, drove out everybody
else who did not agree with them. But along about 1700 they began to
be broader in view, and had advanced to a degree so they acknowledged
that right in others. Then, in 1776, the idea had expanded until they
began to think that if they had religious freedom why shouldn’t they
have political freedom? Freedom is freedom any way, and so they
fought a great war, and they expanded the word “freedom” to mean
political freedom as well as religious freedom. But in that very act
they denied freedom to the black man while demanding it for themselves.
8o the controversy went on, for two or three generations more, until it
came to a crisis, and the people held that if freedom meant anything it
meant freedom for the black man as well as for the white man. So we
fought another great war, and we expanded further the idea of freedom—
freedom for the black man as well as the white man. Then we went on for
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another generation until we found that a nation down here was tyran-
nizing over the lives of another people. Our people rose up in indigna-
tion at the idea that such a thing should transpire in the very sight of
our shores, and they fought another great war, and still farther extended
or developed or evolved this idea of freedom, saying to all the world:
“We demand religious freedom for ourselves and our neighbors, political
freedom for ourselves, for the black man, for every American citizen.”
But, not only that, we stand for freedom throughout the world, and
stand for something that is worth something to all mankind as it has
been a blessing to us. Now, I take it that when you study everything we
have ever done, con the lesson of our civilization, and cite the wonderful
things worked out in our various wars you will conclude that everything
that is worth while in our political history is that which hangs on the
story of American freedom. James Brice cites our imstitutions as the
most worthy of study, the most noteworthy, the most in the considera-
tion and in the minds of men everywhere., Why? Because of two things,
he says: Because of the effect of our institutions upon the institutions
of all other lands, and because not only of that, but because in the carry-
ing out of the ideas we have established here is the hope of the race
everywhere. So a victory for liberty in America is mot only a victory
for American citizens, but the world everywhere looks on that fight for
freedom in this country as a fight for freedom in every land. I suppose
among all the virtues that have been manifest in the unfolding of our
progress there stands out, and will continue to stand out distinctively
and above all others, the heroic valor in this great story. As a boy I
remember I was jealous because of being born too late to be a soldier
in the civil war. I felt that I had been cheated out of a chance to help
out in the great struggle for the Union and the further extension of
freedom. As a young man I came to understand that, even though I did
not have a chance to participate in the heroic effort myself, I should have
the privilege of enjoying the fruits of it. And so every generation c‘
the American people will always look back upon this epoch as one o
the great times in which it would have been a privilege to live and spend
their lives.

If there is anything about this occasion that is worth my saying it is
_ to say to you in your old ages when your hairs are gray, that I am
mighty glad to live in a time when I can still shake hands with the men
that formed that generation, the heroic age that wrote the pages of
history at that time. I am proud of the fact that I live in a time that
I can mingle with those who stood shoulder to shoulder in that great
conflict and assisted in marking out great events in that work.

Chairman: I thank you, in behalf of the Association, for your
address of welcome.

Mr. Gillette: Mr. Chairman. I was going to suggest that we
have some letters from prominent members of the Association read
while we are waiting, We all want to hear what they have to
say and Mr, Perry will no doubt be in soon.
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Chairman. All right. Mr. Secretary, if you have some letters
you can read, we will listen to some of them at this time.

Secretary: I have letters here from Col. Hepburn, Judge J. R.
Reed, Major Lacey, and Col. Augustus H. Hamilton, which I will
read. [See Appendix.] ;

Chairman: We will now hear from the committee from the
Senate.

Mr. J. H. Henderson: Mr. Chairman. I have the pleasure of
announcing the Committee from the Senate, Senators Smith, of
Shelby, Malmberg of Jasper, and Wilson of Clinton.

Chairman: Gentlemen, on behalf of the Association I welcome
you, and we are ready to receive any message you may have to
deliver.

Senator Smith: Mr. President. In behalf of the Senate we
come in response to your invitation to visit you, and as a Com-
mittee from that body we want to say to you that we are very glad
of the invitation, and we are very glad to be with you. We recog-
nize the fact that the Pioneer Lawmakers of this country had a
great task to perform; much more strenuous than we legislators
have today, because the pioneer lawmakers had to think out the plan
and work out the system to the plan, while we of today can take the
plan as the pioneer gave it to us, and we can touch it here and
there, remove a rough spot or put on some finishing touch, but we
had the wisdom of these pioneer fellows to blaze the way of the
great system that we have in Iowa; and, while it has been necessary
for each legislature to modify and change the laws in some re-
spects, and in many instances to repeal different laws, that does not
say that those were not good laws when enacted, that they were
not proper for the needs required at that time, but with the chang-
ing condition of things we must have a little change in system.
‘We even thought that we of the Thirty-fourth General Assembly

had a good deal of wisdom. We have put in a good deal of time

‘repealing some of the things we did, because they did not fit,
or there had been some changes necessary, and so we are glad of
the fact of the presence of these pioneers. When you think about
it, the pioneers of this country were great men, and I wonder
when I look over the place where I live, and recall this man and
that man who had his individuality, had his particular way, I ask,
who is the strong sense man, that is going to take the place of
these old pioneers. They are fast passing away, these individual
characters. They didn’t have the schooling or the opportunities
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that we had, but the problem was there for them to solve and
they had to go at it and solve it, and they won out and solved it,
and became giants. With his own mind and conscience in the
presence of his family and his God, the pioneer had to solve the
problem, and we today kind o’ think we can depend on the other
fellow to help us.

I say we are glad you are here. We want you to mingle among
us, and give us the benefit of your wisdom and your experience,
and we know that it will teach us and make us stronger, and we
hope that we may have the courage to do our duty as you saw
fit to do your duty when you were called upon. I thank you.
(Applause.) '

Col. Abraham : Mr. President. I have the honor to introduce now
-the Governor of the greatest state in this nation, Governor George
‘W. Clarke.

Chairman: Please escort the Governor to the front. Gentle-
men of the Jowa Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association, I have the honor
and the pleasure of introducing to you our Governor, Hon. George
‘W. Clarke, who will now address you.

ADDRESS BY THE GOVERNOR.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen of the Iowa Ploneer Lawmakers' Asso-
ciation: I made some notes of some things I thought I might with pro-
priety say here today shortly before I came over here. They are reflec-
tions that naturally come to one on being called into a presence like this;
into the presence of the Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association of Iowa. The
pioneer is the man who goes ahead; he is the man who has gone before;
who has marked out the way. In other words, he has prepared the way;

he has laid the foundations. Naturally, one begins to think when he is-

about to speak to a company like this of the days that are gone; of the
days that have passed during the lifetime of the men who are here today.
I understand that the president of this association is Judge Cole, who
cannot be with you today. I know something of the age of Judge Cole.
He is approaching eighty-nine years of age, and when I think of the
stretch of life over the last eighty-eight years I am impressed with the
fact that he has lived in a wonderful time, and one begins to think of
what has happened, or what the conditions were when such men were
young men; what the conditions in this country were when you were
boys, when you were children. I do not know that I could do any better
today than simply to call attention to some of the conditions to indicate
to us how far we have traveled and how wonderful has been our progress.
Think of the work of seventy-five years in this country! The work of
the last seventy-five years in all the world! If what has been accomplished
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for mankind could be summed up in all the centuries gone before the
last it would not begin to equal what has been done and accomplished
in the last one hundred years, or perhaps within the lifetime of you men
who are here today. When some of you were children, we had no such
means of transportation as we have now. We had no better means of
transportation then than they had three thousand years ago and more—
had not made any progress at all so far as the question of transportation
is concerned. When the president of this association was born Chicago
was not on the map. Several years later there were only about ten cabins
where now sits on the shores of Lake Michigan one of the greatest cities
of the world, all this within the lifetime of some of the members of this
association. There was not any such thing as telegraph or telephone.
Nothing of that kind. There was not a sewing machine in the world when
some of you were boys; nor a friction match. If the fire happened to go
out you borrowed fire from your neighbors, There was no such thing as
a reaper then in the world. The old method of harvesting grains which
had existed for very many years was in vogue at that time. There were
no such guns as we have now—there was the old flint-lock gun. Nobody
had ever seen or thought of the wonderful machine guns that we have
now. There was not a cook-stove in the world when a man now eighty
years old was born. When you think of the hundreds and
hundreds of uses that rubbber is put to now and realize that
it was not then thought of or even discoverea at all, how
wonderful! Go into our homes and you do not find anything
there that was in the homes of the people when you were boys.
There were no such carpets as now, or.a piano. Houses were not lighted
as now. When you think of it, there were few American books when you
were boys. The fact is the literature of America has all come since you
were children. Think if you can of any American names of any par-
ticular consequence, except perhaps two or three, that have adorned the
literature of this country that have not come within the lifetime of many
of the men who are here. There was Fenimore Cooper, among the first.
Then there were Irving within your lifetime, Hawthorne and Lowell,
- Whittier and Longfellow, and Bryant and Emerson, and Prescott and
others. The fact is there was no literature in this world, American or
English, of consequence compared with the literature that we have now.
I know of the Shakespearean age and of Milton, but when you come
down to literature in its abundance, and in the greatmess of its width
and scope, by much the vaster part of it has come within the lifetime of
men who are now living. If you take the writers in the domain of
science, Tyndall, Huxley, and Darwin, all of these names, these investiga-
tors in science, have come within the lifetime of men who are here today.
You go into the religious thought of the world, we haven't anything at all
in that line as we used to know it and understand it and read and sing
about it. We don’t sing the songs we used to sing. Our religious thought
and emotions are expressed in quite a different sort of songs. I speak of
these things simply to indicate the kind of world we have been living in,
and the wonderful progress we have made. It is absolutely marvelous

2
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to me when I think of it. And the progress goes rapidly on. A train of
twenty-five years ago will not compare with one of our transcontinental
trains. Even in my lifetime I can remember the old stage coach, the ox
team. We have gotten away from all of that, and live in a new world.
Coming to the growth and development of the state of Iowa: When the
war broke out there was not a telegraph line that reached a single city
in Iowa, unless perhaps on the Mississippl. There was hardly any rail-
road mileage in the state at that time. The railroad had reached a
 little beyond Iowa City. In 1866 the cars reached this city, and soon
afterward the locomotive appeared on the banks of the Missouri river at
Council B'ufts. Think of the thousands of miles of railway in Iowa now,
and all within that time.

The foundations of this state so far as lawmaking is concerned were
laid within the time I have spoken of, and were laid wisely and well. I
said the ploneer is the man who goes ahead, marks out the way, and lays
the foundation upon which the superstructure is built, What a grand
superstructure has been built upon the plans laid by the pioneer law-
makers of Iowa! This superstructure rests on the work done by the
ploneers and lawmakers of the state.

I sometimes wonder as we go about our work today what you would
have done if you had had to meet what we have to meet; nave wondered if
" you had the difficulties in those days that we have now; wondered if

you were opposed at every step of your progress in the legislation as we
are now. I take pride in the foundation you laid, and the example you
set, and the wisdom of the laws you enacted. But I can hardly think of
you with every kind of commercial interest swooping down upon you
and oprosging every single thing you proposed as is done in this day. Now
everything is reduced to a commercial basis. Everything is so dependent
on every other thing. So interwoven and interdependent are all things
that it seems impossible to take up or ‘discuss any question of legislation
at all without touching some other related interest. So that you come in
contact with every sort of interest in opposition to every single proposition
or reform. We have a complex civilization. We have, I
- think, a new civilization. 1 believe that we have passed from
the old days I have just been talking about and that we are in a
transition period, that we are passing into a new day, an entirely new
day, and that our lives are to be lived and our work to be done under
entirely new and different conditions than those under which you did
your work in the early days., I think that is true, and that these new
conditions that have been so wonderfully developed in the last seventy-five
yvears have presented entire'y nmew questions; questions never thought
of when the foundations of this state were being lald; never even
dreamed of. Not a man here seventy-five years old, or any one else,
dreamed he would ever live to see the conditions under which we live
today. And, when you think of it, we have come to a condition or situa-
tion when the interests of these states are all interwoven with each other.
The interests of Iowa, the interests of Illinois, Nebraska, Minnesota, and ,
the other states, are so interwoven that you cannot touch any question
of general legislation where that fact ought not to be taken into con-
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sideration. Suppose you take up the reformation of our tax laws. Our
tax laws must be as favorable to the citizen and to the development of the
state as are the tax laws of Illinois or Missouri to the development or
growth of those states. If they are not, then our wealth will drift into the
other states where there is a more favorable condition; and we must take
these things into consideration; so interwoven, as I have said, are the
interests of the people in these states. You take up the workmen’s com-
pensation act, that they are talking of now in the legislature. That
must be considered to some extent in connection with the provisions and
effect of the workmen’s compensation acts in other states, In other
words, it must not present more difficulties to the manufacturing interests
of this state than is presented in other states manufacturing the same
kind of articles, or manufactories will drift to the state where there is less
opposition, or, if you please, better advantages on that question. So that
in all sorts of legislation all these things have to be taken into con-
sideration.

Whatever the proposed legislation may be, if it touches business it
meets opposition, whether directly or indirectly. Now, I cannot think
that when you were legislating you met with these difficulties to such an
extent. I don't know that you did, but I do not think that conditions were
such then as would lead to the opposition that legislators now find in
their way all of the time. But I said we are coming into a transition
period. I think the state has passed out of its pioneer period and is
coming into a greater and broader and a deeper civilization. I believe
that the conditions that have heretofore existed will not do for the future.
Take, for instance, our schools. Everybody is dissatisfied with the condi-
tions that exist now, although they were founded in wisdom. The laws
with reference to them were wise, and we expended millions and millions
of dollars upon them, but everybody now agrees that there ought to be
some change. And our legislative difficulties reach to another reform—
taxation. And there is the public utilities question with which you did not
have to deal, because you did not live in the complex civilization in
which we do. '

But I have talked long enough. I want to add one other thought, how-
ever. When we speak of a pioneer we think of men who lived some time
ago, but we are always to have pioneers. The day will never come when
we will not have pioneers along some line. There will be the pioneer in
science in days to come; the pioneer in some reform in the days to
come. New questions will arise on account of our civilization. There
will be the pioneer who will lead the way with reference to these new
questions—new questions not only so far as legislation is concerned, but
in many other directions, so that we shall always have the pioneer
with us, .

I can only add a word of congratulation that so many of you are here
to talk over and enjoy reminiscences of days that are gone; of the days
with reference to early Iowa, of which I have already spoken. It must
bring to you a peculiar pleasure. It must be satisfying to you to con-
template this great state in which you live and that you have seen de-
velop from the wilderness to the state of tremendous wealth that it now
is, and to the citizenship that now characterizes its people. I say it must
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he with a sense of gratitude and of pride that you come together and con-
remplate these days. I only wish that you may come again and again. I
congratulate you upon the work you have donme for thig state, and I
express to you my sincere welcome, if I may do so, to this gathering and
to the capital city. I thank you. (Applause.)

Chairman: We will have a few minutes’ recess now that the
members may have an opportunity of greeting the Governor.

- My attention has been called to the fact that now is a good time
to make a contribution of $1 by each member towards the ex-
penses of this meeting. '

‘We omitted the appointment of a committee for the nomination
of officers for the ensuing two years, and I would suggest the
name of Mr. Gilman L. Johnson of Jackson county and Mr. John
H. Henderson of Warren county. We want to make some arrange-
ment this afternoon so that we can be seated in the House to-
morrow afternoon at the memorial exercises, and I think it is
important that we should appoint a committee to confer with the
House for that purpose. Probably they would grant us seats
there, but I think it proper we should ask for an arrangement,
and I would suggest as members of that committee Col. Palmer,
as his name is suggested by unanimous consent.

The next thing we have on the program is a paper, ‘‘Iowa Early
Lawyers,”’ by Hon. Edward H. Stiles.

JONATHAN C. HALL, AUGUSTUS HALL, AND BENTON J. HALL.
BY EDWARD H, STILES.

[The following sketches were prepared by Mr. Stiles for his Recollections
and Sketches of the Lawyers and Other Public Men of Early Iowa, now in

preparation.]

It is no easy thing to so sketch an extraordinary personality as to
bring saliently out the particular traits that make it so. The first time
I saw Jonathan C. Hall was in the old courthouse at Ottumwa fifty years
ago. I was introduced to him as a young law student just from Connecti-
cut. He talked with me in that good-natured and kindly manner highly
characteristic of him, and the acquaintance thus commenced laid the
basis of a lasting friendship. Though he had then attained the highest
professional rank, his presence and bearing were perfectly devoid pof the
least tinge of vanity or self-importance., There was about him, however,
an indescribable something that told as plainly as words that nature had
fashioned him in no ordinary mold. Without being apparently sensible
of it himself, his presence was commanding, and his “supremacy was
written upon his features and person.”” He was heroic In frame, of
_Taft-like structure, whose height was apparently diminished by his
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breadth, and whose embonpoint unmistakably showed the signs of gen-
erous living. He had a large head, a full face, a rather florid com-
plexion, and light hair. He was careless in dress, inattentive to the little
conventionalities of soclety, easy of approach, amiable and sympathetic
in disposition, generous beyond his means, unrestrained in frankness angd
independence of speech and manner—save by those gentlemanly and
tender instinets which the Almighty had deeply implanted in his being.
He liked whole-souled company, good cheer, and was convivial to a high
degree. Generally speaking, I may say that the traits last referred to
were characteristic of a majority of the lawyers of that day. He was
fond of anecdotes, liked a good story, and few could tell better ones
than himself. By virtue of these traits coupled with his fame as a
lawyer, his presence was much sought and his society courted, whether
at home or moving in the circuit of his extensive practice, and especially
by the younger members of the bar, who flocked to see and hear one
about whom they heard so much.

Along with these fascinating personal qualities he possessed strongly
intellectual ones; the capacity of deep and vigorous thinking, of analyzing
difficult problems, of solving perplexing questions by the sledge-hammer
forces of his potent and resourceful mind., He was perspicacious in legal
argument, and when occasion demanded powerful as an advocate. He
wasted none of his strength on trivial points, but grasped at once the
pivotal ones and went straight for them with vehement force. He was
naturally mild and sometimes apathetic. It took something more than
the ordinary to arouse him, but when fully aroused he was a very Titan
in power. These conspicuous qualities deeply impressed him on the
state, and justly established him as among the greatest lawyers of hig
time. Nor were these achievements assisted by the auxiliaries of either a
polished education or a polished speech, for he had neither,

In this connection I can do no better than quote from a description of
some of the early lawyers furnisted