1 CH. 1004

CHAPTER 1004
FOSTER PARENT TRAINING REQUIREMENTS — INDIVIDUAL LICENSEES
S.F. 2096

AN ACT relating to foster parent training requirements for the licensure of individual child
foster care providers.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section 237.5A, Code 2026, is amended to read as follows:

237.5A Foster parent training.

1. a. As a condition for initial licensure, each proposed individual licensee shall
complete thirty-heurs—ef foster parent training offered or approved by the department.
However—if When determining the appropriate foster parent training for a proposed
1nd1v1dual 11censee the department shall cons1der the proposed individual licensee-has

3 3 as-a a mpleted licensee’ s relevant tralnlng

er—based—upen—the In addltlon the department shall con51der the c1rcumstances of the

child who will receive child foster care from the proposed individual licensee and the

circumstances of the proposed md1v1dual llcensee t—he—department—ﬁmds—t—here—rs—ot—her—geed

b. PI‘IOI‘ to renewal of llcensure each 1nd1V1dual llcensee shall annua-ll—y complete six
hours-of foster parent training as determined appropriate for the individual licensee by the

department. The-training

2. Trammg requlred under this section shall include but is—not—limbted—te—physreal—eare;

parent—eentaet—i%—mdi-v-idual—heensee not be llmited to all of the follow1ng‘

a. An overview of child welfare.

b. Biological parent contact and supporting a child’s family of origin.

c. Behavior management.

d. Trauma and the effect on child development.

e. Attachment, grief, and loss.

3. A person may complete the training required under this section as part of an
approved training program offered by a public or private agency with expertise in the

provision of child foster care or in related subject areas. The-department shall-adoptrules

2= 4. An individual licensee who is unable to complete six-hoeurs-of foster parent training
anﬂual-l-y—pﬁer—te—heenshme—renewa-l required under subsection 1, paragraph “b”, because
the individual licensee is engaged in active duty in the military service shall be considered
to be in compliance with the training requirement for licensure renewal.

3- 5. The department or the department’s agent shall notify an individual licensee within
a reasonable amount of time of any training the department believes would benefit the
individual licensee in the provision of child foster care.

6. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A to implement and enforce
this section.

Approved April 7, 2026
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