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LAWS OF IOWA.

Board of Ed- hold their next session at
ucation meet the first Monday of June,

the Capital of the State, on
A. D. 1864, and every second

year thereafter.
SEO. 2. Section 2108 of the Revision of' 1860, Chap2108, R. 1860. ter 89, page 373, is hereby repealed.

June, 1864.

Repeal BOO.

This bill having J'emained with tho Governor three dave (Sunday1!
excellted) the General AllIMlmbly being in session, has beCome a law
thiB SlBt day of March, 1862.
ELIJAH SlllLLS, Secretary oeState.

CHAPTER 82.
STANDARD WEIGHTS AND MEASURES •

•

AN ACT providing a uniform Btandard of Welgbts and Measores,
creating the office of State Superintendent of Weights and Measures, and providing the aPPolDtment of Sealers .,f Weigbts and
Measures iii. the several counties, cities and incorporated towns of
this State.

Standard
weights and
meaBGres.

SEOTION. 1. Be it enacted by the General .I1ssemblyof
the State of I01Da, That the standard weights and meas-

ures now in charge of' the Secretary of State, being the
SaIne that were furnished to this State by the Government of the United States, shall be the standards of
weight and measure throu'thout this State.
SEO. 2. The unit or standard measure of length and
Standard
surface, from which all other measures of extension,
yard.
whether they be lineal, sUferticial or solid, shall be derivet! and ascertained, shal be the standard yard, now
in possession of the Secretary of State, and furnished by
the Government ot' the United States.
Division of
SEO. 3. The yard shall be divided into three equal
yard.
parts called feet, and each foot into twelve equal parts
Called inches. For the measures of cloths and other
commodities commonly sold by the yard, it may be divided into halves, quarters, eighths and sixteenths.
The rod
1
SEO. 4. The rod, pole or perch shall contain five and a
or perch po e half such yards, and the mile, one thousand seven hundred
mUe·-survey- and sixty such yards; the chain for measuring land shall
or'B chain.
be twenty-two yards long, and shall be dhided into one
hundred equal parts called links.
The acre for
SEO. 5. The acre for land measure shall be measured
land measure horizontally, and contain tan square chains, and shall be
equivalent in area to a rectangle sixteen rods in length
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and ten in breadth, six hundred and forty such acres
being contained in a square mile.
SEC. 6. The units or standards of' weight from which Standard
all other weights shall be derived and ascertained, shall weights-Avbe the standard Avoirdupois and Troy weights as fur- ¥':oj0is and
nished this State by the United States.
.
SEo.7. The Avoirdupois pound which bears to the
Troy J>Ound the ratio of seven thousand to :five thousaud
seven hundred and sixty, shall be divided into sixteen
equal parts called ounces; the hundred weight shall
consist of one hundred Avoirdupois pounds and twenty
hundred weight shall constitute a ton. The Troy
ounce shall be equal tv the twelfth part of a Troy
" pound.
SEO. 8. The unit or standard of measure of capacity
for liquids from which all other measures of hquids !~~~ for
shall be derived and ascertained, shall be the standard liquids.
gallon, and its .parts, as furnished this State by the Government of the United States.
SEO. 9. The barrel shall be equal to thirty-one and a Standard
half gallons, and two barrels shall constitute a hogs- barrel and
head.
hogshead.
SEO. 10. The unit or standard measure of capacity Standard
for substances not being liquids, from which all otherm~un:a
measures of such substances shall be derived and ascer_n:tJlqb!~
tained, shall be the standard half-bushel furnished this:u!hed.
State by the United States.
SEO. 11. The peck, half-peck, quarter-peck, quart and Small measpint measures for measuring commodities which are not ures, from t
liquids, shall be derived from the half-bushel by succes- busheL
sively dividing that measure by two.
SEO. 12. All contracts hereafter made within this Standard
State for work to be done, or for anything to be sold or weights and
delivered by weight or measure, shall be takeu and con- :,~':::,:,,~
strued according to the standards of weight and measure tracts.
hereby adopted as the standard of this State.
SEO. 13. A Superintendent of weights and measures Superintend·
for this State, who shall be a scientific man, of sufficient ent (ff'inted
learning and mechanical tact to perform the duties of his ~m
office, shall be appointed by the Governor, from the of Profeaaoza
Board of Professors of the Iowa State University, and of S.tate Unishall hold his office during the pleasure of the Governor, venlty.
and who shall give a bond in tlie penal 8um of five thousand dollars for the faithful dischar~e of his duties.
SEO. 14. It shall be the duty of the Superintendent Superintend·
to take charge of the standards adopted by this Act, as ent to take
the standard of the State, to see that they are deposited ~e'~t~~
in the building built for this purpose now belonging to measures.
II,
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the State, from which they ahall in no case be removed,
and take all other necessary precautions for their safe
keeping. It shall also be'his duty t.o provide the several
counties with such standards, balancetl, and oilier mean.
of adjustment as may be ordered by them, and as often
as once in ten years to compare the same with those in
his p088eB8ion. He shall, moreover, have a generalsu.
per vision of the weights and measures of the State.
Salary of Bu. 'S~o. 15.
The Superintendent shall receive for his
perlntendent. serVlces a salary of fifty dollars a year.
.
SRO. 16. The State Su~rintendent of weights and
:r~e:!. measures shall procure for the State a complete set of
cure copy to copies of .the original standards of weights and measteet county ures adopted by this Act, which shall be used for adjuststandards.
ing county standards, and in no case shall the original
standards be used for any other purpose than the adjustment of this set of copies: PrO'IJiikd, the cost 01 the
same shall not exceed three hundred and fifty dolwa.
He shall also prQcure such apparatus and fixtures as are
necessary in tne comparison and adjustment of county
and town standards.
.
Board of Bu- SEO. 17.
The Board of OOtll!ty Supe~visors of ~y
penisol'B
Connty may, at any regnla.r meeting, provIde for obtainm.ay procure ing from the State Superintendent of weights and meas::nty sta~di ures, such standards of weight anu measure as they may
Co~t"p~):r deem nece88ary for their county, and in case they order
of we~hts such standards, they shall appoint a county sealer of
and measures weights and measures, who shall hold his office during
the pleasure of the Board.
.
SEO. 18. It shall be the duty of the Oounty Sealer to
~~e seal- take charge of the county standards and standard bal.
cbarge of 00. ances, and provide for their safe keeping, to provide the
standards,
cities and incorporated towns with such standard wei~htl
~=a:elor and measures, and standard balances as may be wantmg,
townB ~nce and to compare the cities and incorporated towns' standin ti years. ards with those in his poBBe88ion as often as once iD.
every five years.
SEC. 19. A sealer of weights and measures may be
~~dol' appointed in every city- aDd incorporated town in ilia
~n State, hy the Council thereof, ana shall hold his offi~
during their l,lleasure, and said Oouncil may obtain from
the sealers of weights and measures of their respective
counties such standards of weights and measures 81
they may deem nece88&rJ for their respective cities
or incorporated towns; and in case the Board of
Supervisors of any County in which any city or town
IDay be situated shall not have obtained snch standards,
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then said Oouncil may obtain them from the State Superintendent of weights and measures.
.
SlJ:o. 20. It shall be the duty of each sealer in cities City aealer
and incorporated towns to take charge and provide for shall take .
the safe keeping of the town or city standards, and to c!:'cf!.1cUI
Bee that the weights, measures and all apparatus used s
for determining the quantity of commodities nsed
throughout the town or city which shall be brought
to him for that purpose, agree with those standards in
his po88ession.
SEO. 21. All expenses directly incurred in furnishing Expense of
the several counties, cities and incorporated towns·as Pro.~riJlg d
~ provided ill this Act, with standards or in comparing:~:esafor
those that may be in their possession, shall be borne by ('ounty and
the respective conntieE, cities and incorporated towns city.
for which such expenses shall have been incurred.
SEO. 22. The State Superintendent of weights and The State Suo
measures shall cause to be lmpressed upon allstandards~rt:tect
of weights and measures furnished by him in accordance and Jity o.
with the provisions of this Act, the word" Iowa," and standards.
snch other device as he shall direct for the particular
'
county, city or incorporated town, and the county seal.
ers shall see that in addition to the above device, there
is impressed on the town and city standards, such other
device as the Board of Supervisors shall direct for the
cities and incorporated towns.
I several
SED. 23. Each sealer shall be entitled to receive for Compensati'n
his services at and after the following rates: For sealingo~ Co. and
and markir..g every beam, ten cents. For sealing and CIty sealers.
marking measures of extension at the rate of ten cents
per yard, not to exceed fifty cents for anyone measure.
For sealing and marking every weight, five cents. For
sealing and markingJiquid and dry measures, five cents
for each measure. He shall also be entitled to a reasonable compensation for making weights and measures
conform to the standards in his possession.
SEO. 24.
Whenever the State Superintendent of Removal or
weights and measures shall resign, be removed from resignation,
office, or remove from Iowa City, or whenever any city, ~~
county 01' incorporated town sealer shall resign, be ra- charge of
moved from office or remove from the city, connty or standards.
town in which he shall have been appointed or elected,
it shall be the duty of the person so resigning, removed,
Or removing, to deliver to his successor in office all the
standard beams, weights and measures in his possession.
SE~. 25. In case of the death of any such sealer of
weights and measures, his representaRves shall, in like
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manner deliver to his successor in office such beams,
weights and measures.
Ref'aeal to de. SEO. 26. In case of refnsal or neglect to deliver such
liver to IUC' standards entire and complete, the successor in office
ceBIIOr, action may maintain an action against the person or persons
~.:: so refusing or neglecting, and recover for the use of such
coyer.
county, city or incorporated town, double the value of
such standards as shall not have been delivered.
And
in every such action, in which judgment shall be reno
dered for the plaintiff, he shall recover double costs.
Penalt for
SEO. 27. If any person or persons shall hereafter use
I18Uing yany any weights, measures, beams, or other apparatus for de·
weights or determining quantity of commodities, whIch shall not be
meu~e&
conformA.ble to the standards of this State, in anI counties
:C~~~.W whose standards have been obtained by the Board of
Supervisors, or in any city or incorporated town after
such standards have been obtained therein, whereby any
person shall be injured or defrauded, he shall be subJected to a fine not exceeding five dollars for each offense,
to be used for and collected by the city, county or town
sealer. He shaWalso be subject to an action at law, in
which the defrauded person shall recover treble uamages
aud costs, and it shall be the duty of every person keeping any store, grocery or other place for the sale or pur·
chase of such commodities as are usually sold by welght
or measure, once in each year to procure the weignts
and measures used by him, to be compared with the
standard in this Act provided, and shall be subject to
a fine of five dollars for every neglect to comply with
this provision, to be recovered by anyone who shall
prosecute therefor.
SEO. 28. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with
this Act are hereby repealed.
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ThiB bill having remained with the Governor three days (Sunday
excepted,) the General Assembly being In BeBBion, has beCome a law
t.hiB Slst day of March, 1862ELIJAH SELLS, Secretary of State.

<1HAPTER 83.
SALINE LANDS •

.All ACT for extending the time for claimants to prove up and purchase certain saline lande.

SEOTION 1. Be it eMCeed by the General .A88emlJlyoj
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