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JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

N U M B E R  1. [No. 8.] 

JOINT RESOLUTION for a grant of land to aid in  the construction of a Rail  Road from 
McGregor to the Missouri River. 

Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of loiva, T h a t  o u r  senators  
i n  congress b e  i n s t ruc t ed  a n d  o u r  represen ta t ives  r eques ted  t o  u s e  t h e i r  b e s t  
exer t ions  t o  p r o c u r e  f r o m  t h e  genera l  g o v e r n m e n t  a g r a n t  of l a n d  t o  t h e  
McGregor,  S t .  P e t e r s  a n d  Missouri  R i v e r  R a i l  R o a d  Company,  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  
cons t ruct ion  of a r a i l  r o a d  f r o m  McGregor ,  i n  C lay ton  county ,  o n  t h e  Mis­
sissippi r ive r ,  w e s t w a r d  across t h e  s t a t e  of I o w a  t o  t h e  Missouri  r ive r .  

Resolved further, T h a t  t h e  secretary of s t a t e  be, a n d  h e  hereby i s  d i rected 
t o  f o r w a r d  a copy of t h i s  resolution t o  each  of o u r  sena tors  a n d  r ep resen ta ­
t ives  i n  t h e  congress  of t h e  Uni t ed  S ta tes .  

Approved  M a r c h  31, 1860. 

MEMORIAL A N D  JOINT RESOLUTION asking for a grant of land to aid in  the  con­
struction of a Rail Road as  herein se t  forth. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives, 

Of the United States of America' in Congress Assembled: 

Y o u r  memorial is ts ,  t h e  genera l  assembly of t h e  s t a t e  of Iowa ,  w o u l d  re ­
spec t fu l ly  r ep r e sen t  t h a t  t h e  whole e x t e n t  of c o u n t r y  d ra ined  b y  t h e  Missour i  
r iver  a n d  i t s  t r i bu t a r i e s  is  whol ly  desti- [128] t u t e  of fine t imber ,  a n d  g r e a t l y  
des t i tu te  of t i m b e r  of a n y  kind,  unless  i t  b e  t h e  ex t r eme  n o r t h  a n d  w e s t e r n  
por t ions  of t h e  c o u n t r y  so  dra ined,  t h e r e b y  g r e a t l y  r e t a r d i n g  i t s  se t t l emen t  
a n d  g rowth .  T h a t  t h e  dis tance f r o m  t h e  cen t r e  of t h i s  des t i tu t ion ,  s a y  a t  
Council Bluffs ,  n o r t h  eas ter ly  b y  t h e  B o y e r  val ley,  t o  t h e  v a s t  p iner ies  u p o n  
t h e  h e a d  w a t e r s  of t h e  Mississippi, a t  some p o i n t  a s  S t .  P e t e r s  i n  Minneso ta ,  
i s  less t h a n  230 miles v ia .  t h e  Boye r  va l ley  i n  t h e  s t a t e  of I o w a ,  a n d  i t  i s  
believed t h a t  a r a i l road  commuication f r o m  t h e  t e rmina t ion  of t h e  S t .  J o e  
a n d  Council  B lu f f s  r a i l road  on t h e  sou th  l ine  of t h e  s t a t e  of Iowa ,  v ia .  Counci l  
Bluffs  a n d  t h e  B o y e r  val ley t o  t h e  r a i l roads  of Minnesota ,  a t  o r  n e a r  S t .  
Pe ters ,  w o u l d  b e  n o t  only  t o  t h e  s t a tes  of I o w a  a n d  Minnesota,  b u t  t o  t h e  
general  government ,  a g r e a t  source of revenue ,  commencing a t  t h e  p o i n t  o n  
t h e  s t a t e  l ine  a foresa id ,  i t  r u n s  via .  Council  B l u f f s  i n  P o t t a w a t t a m i e  coun ty ,  
a long t h e  Missouri  va l ley  t o  where  t h e  B o y e r  va l l ey  .joins i t ,  thence  i n  a n o r t h  

N U M B E R  2. [No. 10.] 
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easterly direction u p  t he  Boyer valley, th rough  Harr ison,  Monona, Crawford,  
Sac, Buena  Vista, Pocahontas,  Palo Alto, and  Kossuth counties, in  Iowa, a n d  
Pai r ibaul t  a n d  Blue E a r t h  counties i n  Minnesota. I t  follows t he  Boyer valley 
t o  nea r  i t s  source, thence r ising on to  t h e  " P l a t e a u  Des P r a r i e s , "  i t  t raverses 
f o r  25 miles a n  unset t led a n d  sparsety t imbered port ion of Iowa, on the grea t  
plain fo rming  the  divide between the  Missouri a n d  t he  Minnesota rivers, t o  
the  s tate  line, thence descending t o  the  valley of t he  Blue E a r t h ,  one of t h e  
t r ibutar ies  of t he  Minnesota, i t  follows t h a t  valley t o  i t s  terminus, intersecting 
in  i ts  course the  " L a n d  G r a n t  R o a d s "  of Iowa a n d  Minnesota, and  terminat ing 
contiguous to  t h e  g r e a t  pineries of the  north-west.  

The format ion of t he  country  is singularly adap ted  f o r  a road  of l ight  
grades, a n d  cheap construct ion;  nine-tenths of t he  distance wi th  grades n o t  
t o  exceed 10 f e e t  to  t h e  mile, and  a maximum grade  no t  t o  exceed 40 fee t  t o  
t h e  mile, wi th  a never  fa i l ing  source of revenue. I t  opens t o  a marke t  a n d  
settlement t he  lands  of a port ion of Iowa and  Minnesota heretofore excluded, 
f o r  the  w a n t  of t imber  a n d  t he  facilities of a marke t .  I t  t raverses a portion of 
t he  s tate  unprovided wi th  railroads, a n d  wi th  a l i t t le addit ional line of road  
would give Dako tah  t e r r i to ry  ample rai l road facil i t ies f o r  t he  present.  I t s  
cheapness of construction, a n d  l ight  grades  a d a p t  i t  t o  the  distribution of t h e  
t imber of t he  pine [129] regions of t he  north-west  th rough Iowa, Nebraska, 
Missouri a n d  Kansas,  n o w  wholly supplied b y  w a t e r  conveyance of near ly  
2,000 miles, and  when  bui l t  would give western Wisconsin and  Minnesota, b y  
the i r  grea t  thorough-fares  now built  or  building, a direct outlet to  the grea t  
overland routes  t o  t he  inter ior  terri tories and  Pacific possessions, together  
wi th  a direct communication with St.  Louis. 

The advantages  of such a road a re  to  be summed u p  briefly t h u s ;  
First—Its directness and  amount of territories and  population i t  would ac­

commodate f o r  i ts  length. 
Second—Its rendering available a great  portion of the jiineries of Minnesota 

and  prair ies of Iowa,  heretofore unattainable.  
Third—Its light cost a n d  easy grades. 
Fourth—Its bringing into market and  opening to settlement a large portion 

of the  public domain otherwise unavailable f o r  years  f o r  wan t  of the  neces­
sa ry  facilities f o r  carr iage and  market .  

Fifth—Its cutt ing a t  r i gh t  angles nearly all the land g ran t  roads of Iowa 
and  Minnesota, render ing  t o  each a valuable feeder  to  the  southern roads, of 
lumber, a n d  t o  t h e  more  nor thern  ones a g rea t  outlet  t o  t he  plains and  S t .  
Louis. 

Sixih—Its interests no t  conflicting with any  road now projected, building, 
or  bu i l t ;  carries ou t  in  p a r t  the  plan of congress in  i ts  land grants  to  Minne­
sota, render ing available t o  t h a t  s ta te  one of i t s  pr incipal  sources of wealth, 
a n d  saving t o  t he  s ta te  of Iowa in the  i tem of lumber  alone, more t h a n  enough 
t o  build t he  entire road.  

Your  memorialists would,  therefore,  ask of your  honorable bodies t ha t  a l aw 
m a y  be passed g ran t ing  t o  t he  states of Iowa a n d  Minnesota a l ternate  sections 
of lands along the  line of t h e  proposed road  upon the  same te rms  and unde r  
like privileges a n d  restr ict ions wi th  t he  g ran t s  made  t o  t he  s ta te  of Iowa, 
May 15th, 1856, known  as  t h e  " I o w a  L a n d  G r a n t s , "  t o  a id  in  t he  construction 
of such a road  aforesaid.  

Resolved, Tha t  our  senators be instructed and  our  representatives in congress 
requested t o  use the i r  influence t o  procure t he  passage of a l aw as asked in  
the  foregoing memorial, a n d  t h a t  t he  secretary of s ta te  be instructed t o  for ­
w a r d  a copy of t h e  foregoing memorial and  resolution to  each of our  senators 
and  representatives in  congress. 

Approved Apr i l  2, 1860. 


