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CHAPTER 1087 
AGRICULTURAL AND OTHER MOTOR VEHICLES - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

S.F.2080 

AN ACT relating to agricultural and other motor vehicles, by defining special mobile equip· 
ment and exempting oversized vehicles from certain regulations. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 321.1, subsection 75, Code Supplement 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
75. "Special mobile equipment" means every vehicle not designed or used primarily for the 

transportation of persons or property and incidentally operated or moved over the highways, 
but net including road construction or maintenance machinery and ditch-digging apparatus. This 
description does not exclude other vehicles which are within the general terms of this subsection. 

Sec. 2. Section 321.423, subsection 6, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
6. AMBER FLASHING LIGHT. A farm tractor, farm tractor with towed equipment, self­

propelled implement of husbandry, road construction or maintenance vehicle, road grader, or 
other vehicle principally designed for use off the highway which, when operated on a primary 
or secondary road, is operated at a speed of twenty-five miles an hour or less, shall be equipped 
with and display an amber flashing light visible from the rear at any time from sunset to sun­
rise. If the amber flashing light ~ obstructed by the towed equipment, the towed equipment 
shall also be equipped with and display an amber flashing light as required under this subsec­
tion. All vehicles specified in this subsection which are manufactured for sale or sold in this 
state shall be equipped with an amber flashing light. The type, number, dimensions, and method 
of mounting of the lights shall be determined by the director. The director, when approving 
the light, shall be guided as far as practicable by the standards of the American society of 
agricultural engineers. 

Sec. 3. Section 321.453, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
321.453 EXCEPTIONS. 
The provisions of this chapter governing size, weight, and load, and the permit requirements 

of chapter 321E do not apply to fire apparatus, to road maintenance equipment owned by or 
under lease to any state or local authority, or to implements of husbandry temporarily moved 
upon a highway, or to implements moved from farm site to farm site or between the retail 
seller and a farm purchaser within a one hundred mile radius from the retail seller's place 
of business, or to indivisible implements of husbandry temporarily moved between the place 
of manufacture and a retail seller or a farm purchaser, or implements received and moved by 
a retail seller of implements of husbandry in exchange for an implement purchased, or imple­
ments of husbandry moved for repairs, except on any part of the interstate highway system, 
tH' W Ii- vehlele 6peFating undei'- the teFms ef Ii- special peFfHit issued as pF6vided ift ehapteF 
33lE. A vehicle exempted from the permit requirements under this section shall be equipped 
with an amber flashing light under section 321.423, shall be equipped with warning flags on 
that portion of the vehicle which protrudes into oncoming traffic, and shall only operate from 
thirty minutes prior to sunrise to thirty minutes following sunset. 

Sec. 4. Section 321.454, subsection 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
1. The total outside width of any vehicle or the load theFe6n on the vehicle shall not exceed 

eight feet except that a motor home! commercial motor vehicle, motor truck or trailer hauling 
grain or livestock, travel trailer, fifth-wheel travel trailer, or bus having a total outside width 
not exceeding eight feet six inches, exclusive of safety equipment, is exempt from the permit 
requirements of chapter 321E and may be operated on the public highways of the 
state. However, if hay, straw or stover moved on any implement of husbandry and the total 
width of load of the implement of husbandry exceeds eight feet in width, the implement of 
husbandry is not subject to the permit requirements of chapter 321E. If hay, straw or stover 
is moved on any other vehicle subject to registration, the moves are subject to the permit 
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requirements for transporting loads exceeding eight feet in width as required under chapter 
321E. The vehicle width limitations imposed by this subsection only apply to the public high­
ways of the state not subject to the width limitations imposed under subsection 2. 

Sec. 5. Section 321.454, subsection 2, Code 1993, is amended by striking the subsection. 

Sec. 6. Section 321.457, subsection 2, paragraph h, Code Supplement 1993, is amended by 
striking the paragraph. 

Sec. 7. Section 321.457, subsection 3, Code Supplement 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
3. The maximum length of any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles operated on the 

highways of this state whieh are designated by- the tf'anspef'tatien eemmissien shall be as follows: 
a. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not have an overall length in excess of 

fifty-three feet when operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer combination. 
b. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not have an overall length in excess of 

twenty-eight feet six inches when operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination 
or truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer combination. When the semitrailers in a truck tractor­
semitrailer-semitrailer combination are connected by a rigid frame extension including a fifth­
wheel connection point attached to the rear frame of the first semitrailer, the length of the 
frame extension shall not be included when determining the overall length of the first semi­
trailer. 

c. Power units designed to carry cargo, when used in combination with a trailer or semi­
trailer shall not exceed sixty-five feet in overall length for the combination. 

Eh ffi a eemainatien ef yehieles \lSed pf'ineipally fep hattlffig livesteek Of' It stingef' steef'ed 
autemeaile tf'anspef'tef' epef'ating I:lfl6ef'- tfl.ffi suaseetien and seetieft g21.454, suaseetien 2,- the 
eemainatien ef vehieles \lSed pf'ineipally fep hauling liyesteek Of' the stingef' steef'ed auteme 
We tf'anspef'tef' may- 6epaFt 1Pem the designated highway system by- the m6S-t direcll'6l:lte 
te ~ of ~ and delivef'Y. Vehieles epenting I:lfl6ef'- tfl.ffi pangf'aph are Bet aempt 1Pem 
pes-ted sire and weight f'estf'ietiens &fl highway stf'uetUf'es. 
e~. A stinger-steered automobile transporter shall not have an overall length exceeding 

seventy-five feet, except that the load may extend up to three feet beyond the front bumper 
and up to four feet beyond the rear bumper. 

f~. Power units saddle mounted or full mounted on other power units shall not exceed 
seventy-five feet in overall length. 

'l%e eemmissien shall adept f'I:lles te designate the highways. 'l%e f'I:lles adepted by- the depaI't­
mem-1:lfl6ef'- tfl.ffi pangf'aph are aempt 1Pem ehaptef' 1-'7-A,- the Iewa- administf'atiye pf'eeeduf'e 
Aet. 

Sec. 8. Section 321.465, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
If an officer upon weighing a vehicle and load determines that the weight is unlawful, the 

officer may require the driver to stop the vehicle in a suitable place until such portion of the 
load is removed as may be necessary to reduce the gross weight of the vehicle to the limit 
as permitted under this chapter. All material so unloaded shall be cared for by the owner or 
operator of the vehicle at the risk of the owner or operator. The owner or operator of an over­
weight vehicle, designed to eempaet and transport solid waste and domiciled within the state, 
which is transporting solid waste, shall not be required to unload any portion of the load, if 
the load is indivisible, in a place other than a facility which is permitted to handle solid waste 
disposal, processing, or recycling. For purposes of this section "solid waste" means waste which 
is acceptable at a local sanitary landfill and the solid waste whieh has beeR eempaetcd shall 
be considered to be an indivisible load. 

Sec. 9. Section 321E.1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
321E.1 PERMITS BY DEPARTMENT AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 
The department and local authorities may in their discretion and upon application and with 

good cause being shown issue permits for the movement of construction machinery or asphalt 
repavers being temporarily moved on streets, roads or highways and for vehicles with indivisible 
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loads which exceed the maximum dimensions and weights specified in sections 321.452 to 321.466, 
but not to exceed the limitations imposed in sections 321E.1 to 321E.15 except as provided 
in sections 321E.29 and 321E.30. Vehicles permitted to transport indivisible loads may exceed 
the width and length limitations specified in sections 321.454 and 321.457 for the purpose of 
picking up an indivisible load or returning from delivery of the indivisible load. Permits issued 
may be single-trip permits or annual permits. Permits shall be in writing and shall be carried 
in the cab of the vehicle for which the permit has been issued and shall be available for inspec­
tion at all times. The vehicle and load for which the permit has been issued shall be open to 
inspection by a peace officer or an authorized agent of a permit granting authority. When in 
the judgment of the issuing leeal authority in cities and counties the movement of a vehicle 
with an indivisible load or construction machinery which exceeds the maximum dimensions 
and weights will be unduly hazardous to public safety or will cause undue damage to streets, 
avenues, boulevards, thoroughfares, highways, curbs, sidewalks, trees, or other public or pri­
vate property, the permit shall be denied and the reasons for denial endorsed on the applica­
tion. Permits issued by leeal authsFities shall designate the days when and routes upon which 
loads and construction machinery may be moved within the ~ county on other than primary 
roads. 

Sec. 10. Section 321E.1, Code 1993, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 
paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Local authorities may allow persons requesting per­
mits under this chapter to do so by means of a telephone or facsimile machine, authorizing 
payment for the permits to be made upon receipt of an invoice sent to the persons by the local 
authorities. 

Sec. 11. Section 321E.2, Code 1993, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 
paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. At the request of a local authority, the department 
shall issue annual and single-trip permits that are under the jurisdiction of the local authority. 

Sec. 12. Section 321E.9, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
Subject to the discretion and judgment provided for in section 321E.1, single-trip permits! 

which may include ~ round-trip to and from ~ ~ or delivery site, shall be issued in accordance 
with the following provisions: 

Sec. 13. Section 321E.ll, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1993, is amended to read as follows: 
Movements by permit in accordance with this chapter shall be permitted only during the 

hours from sunrise to sunset unless it is established by the issuing authority determines that 
the movement can be better accomplished at another period of time because of traffic volume 
conditions or the vehicle subject to the permit has an overall length not to exceed one hundred 
feet, an overall width not to exceed eleven feet, and an overall height not to exceed fourteen 
feet, four inches, and the permit requires the vehicle to operate only on the designated high­
way system. Additional safety lighting and escorts may be required for movement at night. 

Sec. 14. 1991 Iowa Acts, chapter 127, section 2, is amended to read as follows: 
SEC. 2. Section 1 of this Act is repealed July 1,1-994 1996. On that date the Code editor 

shall return the language in section 1 of this Act to the language appearing in the 1991 Code. 

Approved April 19, 1994 


