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pursuant to chapter 17 A. The height of the vehicles and loads shall be limited only to height 
limitations of underpasses, bridges, power lines and other established height restrictions on 
the specified route. A ffi6fflle lHrme shall oot be HHWed -tHHieP the provisioas ef this seetieft 
if the aet-wl ffi6fflle lHrme width exeeeds twelve feet, five iBehes &length exeeeds sixty seve a 
feet, m iBehes, exeludiag hiteft & any overhaag. '!'he vclHele wi-th lead shall be aeeompaaied 
by an ese6F-t as required by ~'tiles adopted pursuaat t6 ehapter l-1A. 

Sec. 3. Section 321E.14, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
The department or local authorities issuing the permits shall charge a fee of twenty-five 

dollars for an annual permit and a fee of ten dollars for a single-trip permit and shall deter­
mine charges for special permits issued pursuant to section 321E.29 by rules adopted pursuant 
to chapter 17 A. Fees for the movement of buildings, parts of buildings, or unusual vehicles 
or loads may be increased to cover the costs of inspections by the issuing authority. A fee 
not to exceed 6fle two hundred fifty dollars per tea hour day or a prorated fraction of that 
fee per person and car for escort service may be charged when requested or when required 
under this chapter. Proration of escort fees between state and local authorities when more 
than one governmental authority provides or is required to provide escort for a movement 
during the period of a day shall be determined by rule under section 321E.15. The depart­
ment and local authorities may charge a permit applicant for the cost of trimming trees and 
removal and replacement of natural obstructions or official signs and signals or other public 
or private property required to be removed during the movement of a vehicle and load. In 
addition to the fees provided in this section, the annual fee for a permit for special mobile equip­
ment, as defined in section 321.1, subsection 17, operated pursuant to section 321E.7, subsec­
tion 2, with a combined gross weight up to and including eighty thousand pounds shall be twenty­
five dollars and for a combined gross weight exceeding eighty thousand pounds, fifty dollars. 

Sec. 4. Section 321E.28, subsection 1, Code 1991, is amended by striking the subsection. 

Approved May 8, 1991 

CHAPTER 134 
RURAL WATER DISTRICTS 

S.F. 382 

AN ACT relating to rural water districts. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 357 A.1, subsections 3, 5, and 6, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows: 
3. "Member" means any an owner of land real property which is located within a district, 

& the oeeupaat thereef tenant of the real property, or other another person acting for the 
owner with the owner's written consent. 

5. "Supervisors" means the board of supervisors of any!! county, or the jeim beaPds board 
of supervisors of any twe & maF-e eouaties an adjacent county, in which a district has been 
incorporated and organized or is proposed to be incorporated and organized. 

6. "Auditor" means the county auditor of any!! county in which a district has been incorpo­
rated and organized or is proposed to be incorporated and organized 61', Hi the ease ef a 6-is­
tFie-t & proposed ffis.tPie.t lyiflg Hi twe & maF-e eouaties, the audit& ef the eounty ha¥iftg the 
laPgest ffis.tPie.t aereage. 

Sec. 2. Section 357 A.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
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A petition may at any time be filed with the auditor requesting the supervisors to incor­
porate and organize a district encompassing an area, not then included in any other district, 
in aftY (1. county or aftY i!! two or more adjacent counties for the purpose of providing an ade­
quate supply of water for demestie puFpeses t6 residents of the area who are not served by 
the water mains of any city water system and wfie ea-H-flet feasibly 6-btai-n adequate supplies 
ef Wittff !rom wells en theW 6Wfl pFemises. 

Sec. 3. Section 357 A.2, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
The petition shall be signed by the owners of at least fifty percent of all land real property 

lying within the outside perimeter of the area designated for inclusion in the proposed dis­
trict, and shall state: 

1. The location of the area se designated, describing such area by seetffln, eF fFaetien theFeef, 
and by tewnship and FaRge to })~ serve_<! or specifyi!I_g the area by an attached map. 

2. The reasons a district is needed. 
! ~ new water service plan describing the cost feasibility and estimated construction 

schedules. 

Sec. 4. Section 357 A.3, subsection 2, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
2. Be transmitted, together with a copy of the original petition, to the ee-u-neH supervisors. 

Sec. 5. Section 357 A.4, subsections 1 and 3, Code 1991, are amended to read as follows: 
1. The location of the land area designated by the petitioners for incorporation in the pro-

posed district, as described or shown by the original petition. 
3. That all owners or eeeupants tenants of land real £I"<>!l~.!J' within the boundaries described 

may appear and be heard. 

Sec. 6. Section 357 A.5, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
357 A.5 WHO MAY BE HEARD. 
At the hearing on the petition, any owner or eeeupant tenan_!_ of land real property within 

the boundaries of the area described in the petition may appear, in person or by a designated 
representative, and any representative of the department! (1. city, or an interested person may 
also appear, in favor of or in opposition to the incorporation and organization of the proposed 
district. The appearances may also be filed in writing prior to the time set for the hearing. 

Sec. 7. Section 357 A.6, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
If the supervisors find that required notice of the hearing has been given and that s-ueb- the 

proposed district is reasonably necessary for the public health, convenience, fire pFeteetien, 
and comfort of the residents, or may be 2f benefit in providing fire protection, they shall make 
an order establishing the district as a OOdy pelitie political subdivision, deseFibing designating 
its boundary, and designating identifying it by name or number. The order shall be published 
in the same newspaper which published the notice of hearing. The supervisors shall prepare 
and preserve a complete record of the hearing on the petition and their findings and action 
theFeen. 

Sec. 8. Section 357 A.ll, subsection 3, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
3. Employ, appoint, or retain attorneys, engineers, other professional and technical 

employees, and sueh other personnel as necessary, and require and approve bonds of district 
employees. The board may enter into agreements pursuant to chapter 28E to provide profes: 
!)ional or technical services under this sul>_section to othe.r watel" districts! nonprofit corpora­
tions, or related associations. 

Sec. 9. Section 357 A.ll, subsection 8, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
8. Have power to finance all or part of the cost of the construction or purchase of any proj­

ect necessary to carry out the purposes for which the district is incorporated, or to refinance 
all or part of the original cost of any such project, and to evidence that financing by issuance 
of revenue bonds or notes which shall mature in a period not to exceed forty years from date 
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of issuance, shall bear interest, or combined interest and insurance charges, at a rate not to 
exceed that permitted by chapter 7 4A, shall be payable only from revenue derived from sale 
of water by the district, and shall never become or be construed to be a debt against the state 
of Iowa or any of its political subdivisions other than the district issuing the bonds. A stai-tl­
t&y meFtgage lieft shall ffiHst- llp6ll the waieF system aDd appuFtenanees aDd extensiens se 
aequiFed iR fav& at the lwldePs at the baRds aDd Rates. 

Sec. 10. Section 357 A.ll, Code 1991, is amended by adding the following new subsections: 
NEW SUBSECTION. 10. Have power to join the Iowa association of rural water districts, 

and pay out of funds available to the board, reasonable dues to the association. The financial 
condition and transactions of the Iowa association of rural water districts must be audited in 
the same manner as rural water districts. 

NEW SUBSECTION. 11. This chapter and chapter 384, as it applies to rural water districts, 
shall not be construed to mean that the real property of any rural water subscriber shall be 
used as security for any debts of a rural water district. However, the failure to pay water 
rates or charges by a subscriber may result in a lien being attached against the premises served 
upon certification to the county treasurer that the rate or charges are due. 

Sec. 11. Section 357 A.12, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
357 A.12 PLANS, ANf> SPECIFICATIONS, AND PROCEDURES. - -~~ 

As soon as reasonably possible after incorporation of a district, the board shall file with the 
supervisors and the department copies of the plans and specifications for, and estimates of 
the cost of, any improvements authorized by this chapter which the board proposes to con­
struct or acquire. The board shall determine a reasonable fee which each member shall pay 
for the privilege of utilizing the district's facilities! and which shall be known as a benefit 
unit. Benefit units may be classified. The board, by publication in a newspaper of general cir­
culation in the district, shall generally describe the planned improvements, the area to be served 
and the fee members will be required to pay for each service connected to the water system. 

The procedures for contract letting specified!.!!_ sections 384.95 through 384.102 and as speci­
fied in section 384.103, subsection~ shall~ to construction carried out pursuant to this 
chapter. References in those sections to~ city shall be applicable to~ rural water district oper­
ating under this chapter, and references to ~ city council shall be applicable to the board of 
directors of a rural water district. 

Sec. 12. Section 357 A.14, subsection 1, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
1. Owners of laRd real property outside any district which can economically be served by 

the facilities of the district may petition to be attached to the district. The petition theFefeF 
shall be filed with the auditor, and the auditor and supervisors shall proceed theFeeR, in sub­
stantially the same manner as is provided by this chapter for filing of and proceeding on a 
petition for incorporation and organization of a district. 

Sec. 13. Section 357 A.14, Code 1991, is amended by adding the following new subsection: 
NEW SUBSECTION. 4. If there is a conflict between two or more districts concerning which 

district will serve an area, the supervisors of the county in which the disputed area is located 
shall, after a public hearing, determine which district can more adequately and economically 
provide service within the area. 

Sec. 14. Section 357 A.16, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
357A.16 DETACHING bANI) REAL PROPERTY FROM DISTRICT. 
If it becomes apparent that eertaiR laRds any real property included within a district cannot 

economically or adequately be served by the facilities of the district, the owners of s-ueh laRds 
the real property may file with the auditor a petition to the supervisors requesting that these 
laRds the real property be detached from the district. The petition shall: 

1. Describe by section, or fraction thereof, and by township and range, the laRds real ~ 
erty which it is proposed to detach from the district. 
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2. State that suclllaflds the real property cannot economically or adequately be served by 
the facilities of the district, and that it is not feasible for the district to enlarge or extend its 
facilities so as to economically and adequately serve suclllaflds the real property. 

3. Be signed by the owners of all the laHds real property which it is desired to detach from 
the district. 

Sec. 15. Section 357 A.18, subsection 1, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
1. The petition meets all of the requirements prescribed by thls Acl section 357 A.16 or sec­

tion 357 A.17 for either such petition. 

Sec. 16. Section 357 A.18, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
If the supervisors' finding on each of the foregoing points is positive, it shall declare the 

laHds real property described in the petition detached from the district, or declare the district 
dissolved, as the case may be. The supervisors shall notify the secretary of the district of its 
action, and the secretary shall amend the records of the district to show that the larui real 
property described in the petition has been detached from the district, or shall within thirty 
days deliver to the auditor all records, maps, plans, and files of the district dissolved, as the 
ease may he. 

Sec. 17. Section 357 A.20, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
357A.20 ALTERNATE OPERATION BY NONPROFIT CORPORATION. 
A nonprofit corporation incorporated under the law£&! the state sf Iewa chapter 504A for 

the specific purpose of operating a rural water system may petition the supervisors for incor­
poration of a district, in the manner provided by section 357 A.2. The signatures of the corpo­
ration's officers on the petition and ll_ resolution adopted by the corporation's board of direc­
tors approving the petition shall suffice in lieu of signatures of owners of fifty percent of the 
larui real property in the proposed district, pFaYided!! the corporation presents evidence satis­
factory to the supervisors that a sufficient number of members of the proposed district will 
subscribe to benefit units to make its operation feasible. The procedure for hearing and deter­
mination of disposition of the petition shall be as provided by this chapter. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. In any district incorporated upon the petition of a nonprofit cor­
poration, the following procedures shall apply: 

h After final approval of the petition by ll_ board of supervisors, the secretary of the corpo­
ration shall file ll_ notice with the secretary Q! state dissolving the nonprofit corporation in accor­
dance with chapter 504A. 
~ Upon filing Q! the notice, the nonprofit corporation shall cease to exist as ll_ chapter 504A 

entity and all assets and liabilities Q! the nonprofit corporation become the assets and liabili­
ties of the newly organized district without ll_ need for any further meetings, voting, notice 
to creditors, or other actions by the members or board. 
- ~ The officers and board of directors of the corporation shall be the officers and board of 
the district. 

!: The applicable laws of the state and the articles of incorporation and bylaws of the corpo­
ration shall control the initial size and initial term of office of such officers and board, in lieu 
of sections 357 A.7, 357 A.9, and 357 A.10. At- the fffst.lHl!HHll meeting&! the paFtieipatiag mem­
beffl a-Dd beare &! diFeetaFs, the 
~ The district shall bring its operation and structure in compliance with sections 357 A.7 

to 357 A.10 at the first annual meeting of the participating members and board ()! directors. 

Approved May 8, 1991 


