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CHAPTER 86 
TRANSFER OF TITLE BY AFFIDAVIT 

H.F. 627 

AN ACT relating to transfer of title by affidavit of the surviving spouse. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 558.66, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
558.66 TITLE DECREE - ENTRY ON TRANSFER BOOKS. 

106 

Upon receipt of a certificate from the clerk of the district court or an appellate court that 
the title to real estate has been finally established in any named person by judgment or decree 
or by will or by affidavit of the or on behalf()! <1, surviving spouse that has b_!)_eil_ recorded by 
the recorder, the auditor shall enter the information in the certificate upon the transfer books, 
upon payment of a fee in the amount specified in section 331.507, subsection 2, paragraph "a", 
wlliefl. In the case of a certificate from the clerk of the district court or an appellate court, 
the fee shallbe taxed as court costS. collectedby theclerk, arid paid tothetreasurer by the 
reeoFdeF as provided in section 331.902, subsection 3. In the case of the affidavit filed with 
the recorder, the fee set forth in section 331.507, subsection 2_, paragraPh "a", and the fee set 
forthiri-secti0n33f.664~shall becollected by the re-corder and paid to the treasurer as provided 
in-sectio~902, subsectionS~---- - --- - ~~ --~-------- -

-An affidavit of tkor on behalf of a surviving spouse sfiall may be filed with the elel'k audi­
tor only when real estate owned by-a decedent, who died on or after January 1, 1988, was 
held in joint tenancy with right of survivorship solely with the surviving spouse and shall be 
in the following form: 
AFFIDAVIT OF SURVIVING SPOUSE FOR CHANGE OF TITLE TO REAL ESTATE 
STATEOFIOWA ) 

) ss: 
COUNTY OF ) 

I, . , being first duly sworn on oath, depose and state as follows: 
1. I am [ -~- g;] the surviving spouse of ....... , who died on the day of 

19. 
2. The following described real estate was owned only by and this Affiant, 

[QI" _ -'- J as joint tenants with full rights of survivorship at the time of my spouses's [ _c_:__:_:__·_:_'_s] 

death: 

3. I hereby request that the Gler-k of G6ui't eei'hly- the eh-a-flge of ti-tle w the a-OOve deseFibed 
re-al estate w the ~ A-u-ffi.t&. pUFsuant w see-titm 602.8102(10) auditor enter this informa­
tion <>_Il_ the !-_r"ansfer boo~ 2ursuant to section 558.6_~ of the Iowa Code. ---- -- -----

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of ......... , 19. 

Notary Public in and for the State of Iowa 

Sec. 2. Section 602.8102, subsection 10, Code 1991, is amended to read as follows: 
10. When title to real estate is finally established in a person by a judgment or decree of 

the district court or by decision of an appellate court or when the title to real estate is changed 
by judgment, decree, will, proceeding, #lin-g of a-n affidavit of the suFViving s-po-use puFsuant 
w seet-ien OO&W, or order in probate, certify the final decree, judgment, affidavit of the Slli'­

v-ivffig spouse-, or decision under seal of the court to the auditor of the county in which the 
real estate is located. 

Approved April 30, 1991 


