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CHAPTER 1285 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO 

GOVERNOR AND LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
S.J.R.l 

730 

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Iowa relat
ing to the offices of the governor and lieutenant governor. 

Be It Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa is proposed: 
1. Section 2 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Iowa, as amended by amend

ment number 1 of the Amendments of 1972, is repealed beginning with the general election 
in the year 1990 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

SEC.2. The governor and the lieutenant governor shall be elected by the qualified electors 
at the time and place of voting for members of the general assembly. Each of them shall hold 
office for four years from the time of installation in office and until a successor is elected and 
qualifies. 

2. Section 3 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Iowa, as amended by amend
ment number 1 of the Amendments of 1972, is repealed beginning with the general election 
in the year 1990 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

SEC. 3. The electors shall designate their selections for governor and lieutenant governor 
as if these two offices were one and the same. The names of nominees for the governor and 
the lieutenant governor shall be grouped together in a set on the ballot according to which 
nominee for governor is seeking office with which nominee for lieutenant governor, as prescribed 
by law. An elector shall cast only one vote for both a nominee for governor and a nominee 
for lieutenant governor. The returns of every election for governor and lieutenant governor 
shall be sealed and transmitted to the seat of government of the state, and directed to the 
speaker of the house of representatives who shall open and publish them in the presence of 
both houses of the general assembly. 

3. Section 4 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Iowa, as amended by amend· 
ment number 1 of the Amendments of 1952, is repealed beginning with the general election 
in the year 1990 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

SEC. 4. The nominees for governor and lieutenant governor jointly having the highest num
ber of votes cast for them shall be declared duly elected. If two or more sets of nominees for 
governor and lieutenant governor have an equal and the highest number of votes for the offices 
jointly, the general assembly shall by joint vote proceed, as soon as is possible, to elect one 
set of nominees for governor and lieutenant governor. If, upon the completion by the general 
assembly of the canvass of votes for governor and lieutenant governor, it appears that the 
nominee for governor in the set of nominees for governor and lieutenant governor receiving 
the highest number of votes has since died or resigned, is unable to qualify, fails to qualify, 
or is for any other reason unable to assume the duties of the office of governor for the ensuing 
term, the powers and duties shall devolve to the nominee for lieutenant governor of the same 
set of nominees for governor and lieutenant governor, who shall assume the powers and duties 
of governor upon inauguration and until the disability is removed. If both nominees for gover
nor and lieutenant governor are unable to assume the duties of the office of governor, the per
son next in succession shall act as governor. 

4. Section 5 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Iowa is repealed beginning with 
the general election in the year 1990 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 
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SEC. 5. Contested elections for the offices of governor and lieutenant governor shall be deter
mined by the general assembly as prescribed by law. 

Sec. 2. The following amendment to the Constitution of the State of Iowa is proposed: 
1. Section 15 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Iowa, as amended by amend

ment number 1 of the Amendments of 1972, is repealed beginning with the second Monday 
in January, 1991 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

SEC. 15. The official terms of the governor and lieutenant governor shall commence on the 
Tuesday after the second Monday of January next after their election and shall continue until 
their successors are elected and qualify. The governor and lieutenant governor shall be paid 
compensation and expenses as provided by law. The lieutenant governor, while acting as gover
nor, shall be paid the compensation and expenses prescribed for the governor. 

2. Section 18 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Iowa is repealed beginning 
with the second Monday in January, 1991 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

SEC. 18. The lieutenant governor shall have the duties provided by law and those duties 
of the governor assigned to the lieutenant governor by the governor. 

3. Section 19 of Article IV of the Constitution of the State of Iowa as amended by amend
ment number 2 of the Amendments of 1952 is repealed beginning with the second Monday 
in January, 1991 and the following adopted in lieu thereof: 

SEC. 19. If there be a vacancy in the office of the governor and the lieutenant governor 
shall by reason of death, impeachment, resignation, removal from office, or other disability 
become incapable of performing the duties pertaining to the office of governor, the president 
of the senate shall act as governor until the vacancy is filled or the disability removed; and 
if the president of the senate, for any of the above causes, shall be incapable of performing 
the duties pertaining to the office of governor the same shall devolve upon the speaker of the 
house of representatives; and if the speaker of the house of representatives, for any of the 
above causes, shall be incapable of performing the duties of the office of governor, the justices 
of the supreme court shall convene the general assembly by proclamation and the general assem
bly shall organize by the election of a president by the senate and a speaker by the house of 
representatives. The general assembly shall thereupon immediately proceed to the election 
of a governor and lieutenant governor in joint convention. 

Sec. 3. The foregoing proposed amendment, having been adopted and agreed to by the 
Seventy-first General Assembly, 1986 Session, thereafter duly published, and now adopted 
and agreed to by the Seventy-second General Assembly in this joint resolution, shall be sub
mitted to the people of the state of Iowa at the general election in November of the year nineteen 
hundred eighty-eight in the manner required by the Constitution of the State of Iowa and the 
laws of the state of Iowa. 


