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AN ACT relating to certain ambiguities and inconsistencies of the Code as they relate to city 
government. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 44.4, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code Supplement 1987, is amended to 
read as follows: 

Nominations made \:Hldep the flPo.".isioBS of pursuant to this chapter and chapter 45 which 
are required to be filed in the office of the state commissioner shall be filed in that office not 
more than eighty-five days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the sixty-seventh day prior to 
the date of the general election to be held in November; and those nominations made for a 
special election called pursuant to section 69.14 shall be filed not less than twenty days prior 
to the date of an election called upon at least forty days' notice and not less than seven days 
prior to the date of an election called upon at least ten days' notice. Nominations made pur­
suant to this chapter and chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the office of the commis­
sioner shall be filed in that office not later than five o'clock p.m. on the fifty-fifth day prior 
to the date of the general election. Nominations made \:Hldep pursuant to this chapter or chap­
ter 45 for city office shall be filed not more than sixty fh'e seventy-two days nor later than 
five o'clock p.m. on the foptieth forty-seventh day prior to the city election with the city clerk, 
who shall process them as provided by law. 

Sec. 2. Section 362.5, subsection 5, Code Supplement 1987, is amended by striking the sub­
section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

5. Contracts in which a city officer or employee has an interest solely by reason of employ­
ment, or a stock interest of the kind described in subsection 9, or both, if the contract is for 
professional services not customarily awarded by competitive bid, if the remuneration of employ­
ment will not be directly affected as a result of the contract, and if the duties of employment 
do not directly involve the procurement or preparation of any part of the contract. 

Sec. 3. Section 362.5, subsection 10, Code Supplement 1987, is amended by striking the 
subsection. 

Sec. 4. Section 372.13, subsection 5, Code Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
5. The council shall determine its own rules and maintain records of its proceedings. City 

records and documents, or accurate reproductions, shall be kept for at least five years:. ffifeept 
that- However, ordinances, resolutions, council proceedings, and records and documents relat­
ing to real property transactions or bond issues or accurate reproductions of those ordinances, 
resolutions, council proceedings, and records and documents relating to real property transac­
tions or bond issues, shall be maintained permanently. 

Sec. 5. Section 380.3, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
A proposed ordinance or amendment must be considered and voted on for passage at two 

council meetings prior to the meeting at which it is to be finally passed, unless this require­
ment is suspended by a recorded vote of not less than three-fourths of the council members. !! 
~ proposed ordinance or amendment fails to receive sufficient votes for passage at any con­
sideration, the proposed ordinance or amendment shall be considered defeated. 

Sec. 6. Section 384.84, subsection 1, Code Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
1. The governing body of a city utility, combined utility system, city enterprise, or com­

bined city enterprise may establish, impose, adjust, and provide for the collection of rates to 
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produce gross revenues at least sufficient to pay the expenses of operation and maintenance 
of the city utility, combined utility system, city enterprise, or combined city enterprise and, 
when revenue bonds or pledge orders are issued and outstanding pursuant to this division, 
shall establish, impose, adjust, and provide for the collection of rates to produce gross revenues 
at least sufficient to pay the expenses of operation and maintenance of the city utility, com­
bined utility system, city enterprise, or combined city enterprise, and to leave a balance of 
net revenues sufficient at all times to pay the principal of and interest on the revenue bonds 
and pledge orders as they become due and to maintain a reasonable reserve for the payment 
of principal and interest, and a sufficient portion of net revenues must be pledged for that 
purpose. Rates must be established by ordinance of the councilor by resolution of the trustees, 
published in the same manner as an ordinance. All rates or charges for the services of sewer 
systems, sewage treatment, solid waste collection, water, solid waste disposal, or any of these, 
if not paid as provided by ordinance of the council, or resolution of the trustees, are a lien 
upon the premises served by any of these services upon certification to the county treasurer 
that the rates or charges are due. ':PIle However, the lien shall not be less than five dollars. The 
county treasurer may charge two dollars for each lien certified as an administrative expense, 
which amount shall be added to the amount of the lien to be collected at the time of payment 
of the assessment from the payor and credited to the county general fund. The lien has equal 
precedence with ordinary taxes, may be certified to the county treasurer and collected in the 
same manner as taxes, and is not divested by a judicial sale. 

Sec. 7. Section 386.3, subsection 2, paragraph f, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
f. A statement that taxes levied for the self·supported improvement district operation fund 

shall be used for the purpose of paying maintenance expenses of improvements or self-liquidating 
improvements fiaaaeed pliPSliaat te this ehaptep for a specified length of time, along with any 
options to renew, if Slieh the taxes are to be used for this maintenance purpose. 

Sec. 8. Section 414.5, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
414.5 CHANGES - PROTEST. 
The regulations, restrictions, and boundaries may, from time to time, be amended, sup­

plemented, changed, modified, or repealed. Notwithstanding section 414.2, as a part of an 
ordinance changing land from one zoning district to another zoning district or an ordinance 
approving a site development plan, a council may impose conditions on a property owner which 
are in addition to existing regulations if the additional conditions have been agreed to in writ­
ing by the property owner before the public hearing required under this section or any adjourn­
ment of the hearing. The conditions must be reasonable and imposed to satisfy public needs 
which are directly caused by the requested change. In case, however, of a written protest 
against a change or repeal which is filed with the city clerk and signed by the owners of twenty 
percent or more of the area of the lots included in the proposed change or repeal, or by the 
owners of twenty percent or more of the property which is located within two hundred feet 
ofthe exterior boundaries of the property for which the change or repeal is proposed, the change 
or repeal shall not become effective except by the favorable vote of at least three-fourths of 
all the members of the council. The protest, if filed, must be filed before or at the public hear­
!!!&:: The provisions of section 414.4 relative to public hearings and official notice apply equally 
to all changes or amendments. 

Approved May 14, 1988 




