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CHAPTER 73 
MEDIATION RELEASES FOR AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY 

H.F. 489 

AN ACT relating to ensuring that the title to agricultural land is not affected by the failure 
of a creditor to receive a mediation release, regardless of its validity. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 654.2C, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
654.2C MEDIATION NOTICE - FORECLOSURE ON AGRICULTURAL PROPERTY. 
A person shall not initiate a proceeding under this chapter to foreclose a deed of trust or 

mortgage on agricultural property, as defined in section 654A.1, which is subject to chapter 
654A and which is subject to a debt of twenty thousand dollars or more under the deed of 
trust or mortgage unless the person receives a mediation release under section 654A.11, or 
unless the court determines after notice and hearing that the time delay required for the medi
ation would cause the person to suffer irreparable harm. Title to land that is agricultural 
property is not affected by the failure of any creditor to receive a mediation release, regard
less of its validity. 

Sec. 2. Section 654A.6, subsection 1, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
1. A creditor subject to this chapter desiring to initiate a proceeding to enforce a debt against 

agricultural property which is real estate under chapter 654, to forfeit a contract to purchase 
agricultural property under chapter 656, to enforce a secured interest in agricultural prop
erty under chapter 554, or to otherwise garnish, levy on, execute on, seize, or attach agricul
tural property, shall file a request for mediation with the farm mediation service. The credi
tor may shall not begin the proceeding subject to this chapter until the creditor receives a 
mediation release, or until the court determines after notice and hearing that the time delay 
required for the mediation would cause the creditor to suffer irreparable harm. Title to land 
that is agricultural property is not affected by the failure of any creditor to receive a media
tion release regardless of its validity. The time period for the notice of right to cure provided 
in section 654.2A shall run concurrently with the time period for the mediation period provided 
in this section and section 654A.10. 

Sec. 3. Section 656.8, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
656.8 MEDIATION NOTICE. 
Notwithstanding the provisions ef sections 656.1 through 656.5, a person shall not initiate 

proceedings under this chapter to forfeit a real estate contract for the purchase of agricul
tural property, as defined in section 654A.1, which is subject to an outstanding obligation on 
the contract of twenty thousand dollars or more unless the person received a mediation release 
under section 654A.11, or unless the court determines after notice and hearing that the time 
delay required for the mediation would cause the person to suffer irreparable harm. Title 
to land that is agricultural property is not affected by the failure of any creditor to receive 
a mediation release, regardless of its validity. 

Approved April 29, 1987 


