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CHAPTER 1008 
PAYMENT OF DRAINAGE ASSESSMENTS 

H.F.635 

CH. 1009 

AN ACT relating to the payment of drainage assessments against lands under the jurisdiction 
of the state conservation commission. 

Be It Enacted by the 'General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 455.50, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1985, is amended by striking the 
paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

The assessments against lands under the jurisdiction of the state conservation commission 
shall be paid by the executive council upon certification of the amount by the county 
treasurer. There is appropriated from any funds in the general fund ofthe state not otherwise 
appropriated amounts sufficient to pay the certified assessments. 

Approved February 20, 1986 

CHAPTER 1009 
MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY BELTS 

S.F.499 

AN ACT establishing applicable standards for motor vehicle safety belts and safety 
harnesses, mandating safety belt and safety harness use with certain exceptions, requiring 
the establishment of education programs, and making penalties applicable. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 321.210, Code 1985, is amended by adding the following new 
unnumbered paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The department shall not consider nor assess 
points for violations of section 321.445 in determining a motor vehicle license suspension, 
revocation or cancellation. 

Sec. 2. Section 321.445, Code 1985., is amended by striking the section and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: 

321.445 SAFETY BELTS AND SAFETY HARNESSES - USE REQUIRED. 
1. Except for motorcycles or motorized bicycles, 1966 model year or newer motor vehicles 

subject to registration in Iowa shall be equipped with safety belts and safety harnesses of a 
type and installed in a manner approved by rules adopted by the department pursuant to 
chapter 17 A. The department shall adopt rules regarding the types of safety belts and safety 
harnesses required to be installed in motor vehicles and the manner in which they are instal­
led. The rules shall conform with federal motor vehicle safety standard numbers 209 and 210 
as published in 49 C.F.R. §§ 571.209-571.210 and with prior federal motor vehicle safety stan­
dards for seat belt assemblies and seat belt assembly anchorages applicable for the motor 
vehicle's model year. The department may adopt rules which comply with changes in the ap­
plicable federal motor vehicle safety standards with regard to the type of safety belts and 
safety harnesses and their manner of installation. 

2. The driver and front seat occupants of a type of motor vehicle which is subject to 
registration in Iowa, except a motorcycle or a motorized bicycle, shall each wear a properly ad­
justed and fastened safety belt or safety harness any time the vehicle is in forward motion on a 
street or highway in this state except that a child under six years of age shall be secured as 
required under section 321.446. 
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This subsection does not apply to: 
a. The driver or front seat occupants of a motor vehicle which is not required to be equipped 

with safety belts or safety harnesses under rules adopted by the department. 
b. The driver and front seat occupants of a motor vehicle who are actively engaged in work 

which requires them to alight from and reenter the vehicle at frequent intervals, providing the 
vehicle does not exceed twenty-five miles per hour between stops. 

c. The driver of a motor vehicle while performing duties as a rural letter carrier for the 
United States postal service. This exemption applies only between the first delivery point 
after leaving the post office and the last delivery point before returning to the post office. 

d. Passengers on a bus. 
e. A person possessing a written certification from a physician on a form provided by the 

department that the person is unable to wear a safety belt or safety harness due to physical or 
medical reasons. The certification shall specify the time period for which the exemption ap­
plies. The time period shall not exceed twelve months, at which time a new certification may 
be issued. 

f. Front seat occupants of an authorized emergency vehicle while they are being 
transported in an emergency. However, this exemption does not apply to the driver of the 
authorized emergency vehicle. 

During the six-month period from July 1, 1986 through December 31, 1986, peace officers 
shall issue only warning citations for violations of this subsection, except this does not apply to 
drivers subject to the federal motor carrier safety regulation 49 C.F.R. § 392.16. 

The department, in cooperation with the department of public safety and the department of 
public instruction, shall establish educational programs to foster compliance with the safety 
belt and safety harness usage requirements of this subsection. 

3. The driver and front seat passengers may be each charged separately for improperly 
used or non used equipment under subsection 2. The owner of the motor vehicle may be 
charged for equipment violations under subsection 1. 

Sec. 3. Section 321.555, subsection 2, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
2. Six or more of any separate and distinct offenses within a two-year period in the opera­

tion of a motor vehicle, which are required to be reported to the department by section 321.207 
or chapter 321C, except equipment violations, parking violations as defined in section 321.210, 
violations of registration laws, violations of seeti&ft sections 321.445 and 321.446, operating a 
vehicle with an expired license or permit, failure to appear, weights and measures violations 
and speeding violations of less than fifteen miles per hour over the legal speed limit. 

Approved February 20,1986 

CHAPTER 1010 
MOBILE DEPUTY REGISTRARS 

S.F.590 

AN ACT relating to mobile deputy registrars. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa.' 

Section 1. Section 48.27, subsection 1, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
1. Mobile deputy registrars shall be appointed by the county commissioner of registration 

Bet mere thaft 6fte ftl:lB8pe8 eighty- days pfleP- te &BY geBepal eleetieB &P Bet mere thaB 6fte 

ftUB8pe8 tweft.ty days pfleP- te &BY ppimapy, &P paptisaB city eleetieB, &P &BY eleetieB held pup­
SU&Bt- te seeti&ft 00-d4, at any time in accordance with the following guidelines: 


