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CHAPTER 157 
CERTAIN APPELLATE PROCEDURES 

H.F. 550 

CH.157 

AN ACT making appellate procedure in discretionary reviews, criminal appeals, postconvic­
tion relief appeals and civil appeals more uniform and consistent. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. Section 631.16, subsections 4 and 5, Code 1985, are amended by striking the 
subsections. 

Sec. 2. Section 631.16, subsections 6, 7, 8, and 9, Code 1985, are amended to read as follows: 
6. The record and case shall be presented to the supreme appellate court as provided by the 

rules of appellate procedure; and the provisions of law in civil procedure relating to the filing 
of decisions and opinions of the supreme ~late. court shall apply in such cases. 'l'he ease 
may be transferred w the ~ ffi appeals by the supreme eo-uf't-.. 

7. An application shall!Wt be dismissed f& an informality & ~ in taking it if corrected 
as directed by the appellate eo-uf't-.. The appellate court, after an examination of the entire 
record, may dispose of the case by affirmation, reversal or modification of the lower court 
judgment, and may order a new trial. It als6 may dismiss the application if beth ffi the full6w­
in-ga-re ~ 

a. 'l'he ee-\H't- determines that there has- beeR oo substantial miscarriage ffi justice. 
b. 'f-he arguments oo lWt present definite grounds f& a bearing. 
8. The decision of the appellate court with any opinion filed or judgment rendered must be 

recorded by the supreme court clerk. Aftel' the expiration ffi the pePiod allov;ed f& a rehear­
ing, & as ordered by the ee-\H't- & pr6Vided by its rules, a certified espy- ffi the decision and 
opinion shall be transmitted w the clerk ffi the trial e&UFt, and filed and entered ffi FCe6Fd in 
the distriet eo-uf't-.. Procedendo shall be issued as provided in !he ru~~ of ~_pellate procedure. 

9. The jurisdiction of the appellate court shall cease after the certified espy- ffi the decision 
and epinffiR- is transmitted to the clerk ffi the trial ~ when ~cedendo ~ issued. All pro­
ceedings for executing the judgment shall be had in the trial court or by its clerk. 

Sec. 3. Section 663A.9, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
663A.9 APPEAL. 
A An ~al from ~ final judgment entered under this chapter may be reviewed by the 

supreme ee-\H't- ffi t-his s-tate 6ft appeal, brought taken, perfected an_i prosecuted either by the 
applicant or by the state witbiR-~days frem the CBtey- ffi the judgment !!! the manner and 
within the time after judgment as provided in the rules Q_~ appellate procedure for appeal~ 
from_ final judgments !I! criminal cases. 

Sec. 4. Section 814.15, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
814.15 APPEALS AND APPLICATIONS - WHEN DOCKETED - WHEN DETER­

MINED. 
When a propeP appeal is perfected in a criminal ease and the ele-rlHJ transcript ffi the reoord 

as required by seetien 8-14.-1 is filed in the appellate OOUi't, the etmSe shall be doclceted. 
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Appeals and applications for discretionary review in criminal cases shall be docketed in the 
supreme court as provided in the rules of appellate procedure. Such causes shall take 
precedence over other business, and the appellate court shall heaP- consider and determine ap­
peals and applications !Q!" discretionary review in criminal actions at the earliest time it may 
be done considering the rights of parties and proper administration of justice. A simila-¥ rule 
shall apply t6 applieatioas f6f' disePetioaaFy Feview. 

Sec. 5. Section 814.20, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
814.20 DECISIONS ON APPEALS OR APPLICATIONS BY DEFENDANT. 
An appeal or application taken by the defendant shall not be dismissed for an informality or 

defect in taking it if corrected as directed by the appellate court. The appellate court, after an 
examination of the entire record, may dispose of the case by affirmation, reversal or modifica­
tion of the district court judgment. It may als6 dismiss the appeal eF- applieatioa if it deteF­
mifles that- tfleFe lifts. beiffi B6 substaatial miseaPFiage of jus-tiee, !Hid B6 violatioa of the Figh-ts. 
of the aeeused, !Hid that the aPgumeats do B6t pFeseat defiaite gPouads f6f' a heaFiBg. The ap­
pellate court may also order a new trial, or reduce the punishment, but eaflfl6t shall not 
increase it. 

Sec. 6. Section 814.21, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
814.21 COSTS TO THE SUCCESSFUL DEFENDANT. 
Y 6ft appeal eF- applieatioa by the defeadaat, the judgmeat of the tFial OOUPt- is PeYeFsed eF­

modified iB the defeadaat's fa.v6F-, the defeadaat shall FeeoveP the eas-t of pFiatiag abstPaet !Hid 
bPffifs (t6 a maximam of &Be dollaP peP- page) t6 be paid by the OOUftt.y wheFeia the tflalee­
euPPed. Costs shall be taxed as provided by the rules of appellate procedure. 

Sec. 7. Section 814.24, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
814.24 DECISION RECORDED AND TRANSMITTED PROCEDENDO. 
The decision of the appellate court with any opinion filed or judgment rendered must be 

recorded by its clerk. AfteF the expiPatioa ef the pePiod allowed f6f' a FeheaFiag, eF- as oPdeFed 
by the OOUPt- eF- pFovided by its PUles, a eePtified eapy- of the deeisioa !Hid apiBioo shall be 
tFaasmitted t6 the cleF* of the~ 00\H't-;- filed !Hid eatePed of Pee6F-d by the eleFk. Pro­
cedendo shall be issued as provided in the rules of appellate procedure. 

Sec. 8. Section 814.25, Code 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
814.25 CESSATION OF JURISDICTION OF APPELLATE COURT CEASES AFTER 

JUDGMENT. 
The jurisdiction of the appellate court shall cease after the eeFtified eapy- of the deeisioa !Hid 

opiaioa is tPaasmitted t6 the cleF* ef the distFiet OOUPt- when procedendo ~ issued. All pro­
ceedings for executing the judgment shall be had in the district court or by its clerk. 

Sec. 9. Sections 814.4, 814.7, 814.16 and 814.18, Code 1985, are repealed. 

Approved May 20, 1985 


