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testator or is signed by testator, and if it describes the items 

distributees with reasonable certainty, the personal representative 
distribute the described items of tangible personal property to 

605 

and 
shall 

the 
distributees entitled to them. The writing may be referred to as one to be 
in existence at the time of the testator's death. The writing may be 

prepared before or after the execution of the will. The writing may be 
altered, added to, or changed in any respect by the testator after its 

preparation, and it may be a writing which has no significance apart from its 
effect upon the dispositions made by the will. property passing by the 

writing shall be considered as property passing as a specific bequest under 
will. 

Approved June 14, 1981 

CHAPTER 196 
ESTATE ADMINISTRATION LIMITATION 

s. F. 616 

AN ACT relating to a limitation on the time period for the filing of estates. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

section 1. section 633.331, Code 1981, is amended to read as follows: 

633.331 LIMITATION OF ADMINIS~RATION. p~e •• _e--e~--a--w~~~T-e~~9~fta~ 
a"~ft~8_~a_ieft Administration of an ift_ee_._e estate, testate or intestate, 

domiciliary or ancillary a"'ft~.~~a~ieft-e.-aft-e._a~e, shall not be granted 
after five years from the death 6f the decedent, whether ke-die the decedent 

~ within or without this state, unless a petition ~e.eEe~ for 
administration is filed prior to the expiration of the five-year period. 

P~e.~.e.T--kewe¥e~T--~a~ However, the ~'.'~a~'eft-ke~eift-p~e.'.e.-.ka~~-fte~ 
app*y-_e-~e-p~e.a~e-e.-a-w'~*-e.-a-.eee.eft_-Wke-.'e.--p~~e~--_e--Jaft~a~y--2T 
~9i4 will of a decedent may be admitted after the expiration of the five-year 
period as documentary evidence of title only. 

Approved May 4, 1981 


