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Sec. 5. The committee may use any existing facility of state government
and shall seek cooperation of county officials.
Sec. 6. Legislative members and the citizen member of the committee shall
receive per diem and expenses at the same rate as provided for members of the
general assembly pursuant to sUbsection six (6) of section two point ten
(2.10) of the Code. The four county officials of the committee may receive
the same reimbursement for travel and other necessary expenses incurred in
the discharge of their duties as is paid legislative members for those
expenses.
Sec. 7.
The final report of the committee shall be submitted to the
governor and to the general assembly no later than thirty days after the
convening of the general assembly in 1980, unless it is impossible to
complete the project by that date, but no later than thirty days after the
convening of the general assembly in 1981. Upon submitting its final report,
the committee is discharged.
Sec. 8.
There is appropriated from the general fund of the state to the
legislative council the sum of twenty-five thousand (25,000) dollars or so
much thereof as necessary to carry out the provisions of this Act.
Compensation and expenses of employees of the committee shall be paid in
the manner determined by the committee. Per diem and expenses of legislative
members of the committee shall be paid in the same manner as are per diem and
expenses of the members of the legislative council.
Approved April 5, 1979

CHAPTER 172
FEDERAL BUDGET BALANCED
S. J. R. 1

A JOINT RESOLUTION for the purpose of requesting appropriate action by the
Congress, either acting by consent of two-thirds of both houses or, on the
application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states,
calling a constitutional convention to propose an amendment to the federal
Constitution to require, with certain exceptions, that the federal budget
be balanced.
Whereas, with each passing year this nation becomes more deeply in debt as
its expenditures grossly and repeatedly exceed available revenues, so that
the public debt now exceeds hundreds of billions of dollars; and
Whereas,
the annual
federal
budget
continually
demonstrates
an
unwillingness or inability of both the legislative and executive branches of
the federal government to curtail spending to conform to available revenues;
and
Whereas,
unified budgets do not reflect actual spending because of the
exclusion of special outlays which are not included in the budget nor subject
to the legal public debt limit; and
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Whereas, knowledgeable planning, fiscal prudence, and plain good sense
require that the budget reflect all federal spending and be in balance; and
Whereas, believing that fiscal irresponsibility at the federal level, with
the inflation which results from this policy, is one of the greatest threats
which faces our nation, we firmly believe that constitutional restraint is
necessary to bring the fiscal discipline needed to restore financial
responsibility; and
Whereas, under Article five (V) of the Constitution of the United states,
amendments to the federal constitution may be proposed by the congress
whenever two-thirds of both houses deem it necessary, or on the application
of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states the congress shall
call a constitutional convention for the purpose of proposing amendments
which shall be valid to all intents and purposes when ratified by threefourths of the several states, and we believe such action is vital; Now
Therefore,

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:
section 1. The Iowa general assembly proposes to the congress of the
United states that procedures be instituted in the congress to propose and
submit to the several states before July 1, 1980, an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States requiring that the federal budget be
balanced in the absence of a national emergency.
Sec. 2. Alternatively, effective July 1, 1980, if the Congress of the
United states has not proposed and submitted to the several states an
amendment as provided in section one (1) of this resolution, the Iowa general
assembly respectfully makes application to and petitions the congress of the
United states to call a convention for the specific and exclusive purpose of
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of th.e United states to require a
balanced federal budget and to make certain exceptions with respect thereto.
Sec. 3. Effective July 1, 1980, this application by the Iowa general
assembly constitutes a continuing application in accordance with Article five
(V) of the Constitution of the united States until the legislatures of at
least two-thirds of the several states have made similar applications
pursuant to Article five (V), but if the congress proposes an amendment to
the Constitution identical in subject matter to that contained in this
resolution, or if before July 1, 1980, the general assembly repeals this
application to call a constitutional convention, then this application and
petition for a constitutional convention shall no longer be of any force or
effect.
Sec. 4. This application and petition shall be deemed null and void,
rescinded, and of no effect in the event that such convention not be limited
to such specific and exclusive purpose.
Sec. 5. The Iowa general assembly also proposes that the legislatures of
each of the several states comprising the United States apply to the congress
requesting
the enactment of an appropriate amendment to the federal
Constitution, or requiring the congress to call a constitutional convention
for proposing such an amendment to the federal Constitution if the Congress
of the United States has not proposed and submitted to the several states an
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amendment as provided in section one (1) of this resolution before July I,
1980.
Sec. 6. The secretary of state of Iowa is directed to send copies of this
resolution to the secretary of state and presiding officers of both houses of
the legislatures of each of the several states in the union, the speaker and
the clerk of the united States house of representatives, the president and
the secretary of the United States senate, and each member of the Iowa
congressional delegation.

