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MEMORIAL NO. 2.. 

• FOR G:jUNT OF LANDS 

lIEMORIAL .!lID JOINT RFBOLUTIONS, asking Congrell8 'lor a grant df 
land to aid in the con,struction of a Rail Road, from McGreggor's landing 
on the Mississippi River, to '. point in the Western bollnds of the State 
of Iowa, between Sargeant's Blu1fa, and the north bounds .ofthe State, and 
in ease the bounds of the State be extended to the Missouri River on the 
northwest, said grant to extend to the tMn -w:est bounds of said State. 
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W BEREAS, by 8JI. act of Congress, approved May 15th, Preamble. 

1756, in answer to a memorial of the General Assembly of 
the State of Iowa, a grant of land was made ~o said State, 
to aid in the construction of three several Rail Roads as ap-
plied for in said memorial. And Whereas, one road to .. 
wit: that from McGreggor's landing named in said memo-
rial of the General Assembly, was left out of the said grant, 
and whereas the route of said road from McGreggor's land-
ing would be at least eighty miles north of the most northern. 
of the said roads, provided for in said grant ;-and where-
as it is believed that a great portion of the north western. 
part of the State of Iowa; and the south western portion of 
Minnesota, must remain for a long time unsettled, unless 
encouraged by Rail Road facilities; and whereas it is be-
lieved that the granting of alternate sections to the State 
under proper restrictions for the purpose of aiding in the 
constru.ction of all practicable Rail Roads ill the State, 'hae 
a direct tendency to promote not only the best interests 
of the State, but of the General Government; therefore, 

Reloked, 7Yy the General A89em1Jly of the State of Iowa, Instl'llctiou. 

That our Senators be instructed, and Representatives in 
Cengreaa be' requested to procure the passage of a law grant
ing to the State of Iowa, the aiternate sections of land along 
the line of the proposed road, to an equal extent, under like 
privileges and restrictions with the grant made to the said 
other roads by said act of May 15th, 1856, to wit: 

Commencing at McGreggor's landing on the Mississippi, McGregor's to 

thence on the most practicable route to a point in the'western N. bonndal'J. 

bounds of the State between Sargearit'sBluffs and the north 
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boundary of the State, and in case the west boullds of the 
State be extended to the Missouri on the N orth West, that 
the said grant of lalld be also extended to the other western 
boundary, and that the lands likely to be within thc scope 
hf the applied for gret now for sale, be immediately with
drawn from market, and wherever ~e lands are not ill. 
market the same be withheld from sale, until sufficient time 
shall have expired for the particular location of this road, 
and the selecting of said lands, to be conveyed in said 
grant. 

forward copy Re8olved, That the Secretary or State be instructed to 
forward a copy of the foregoing· memorial and resolutions 
to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress, 
to the Secretary of the Interior, and 1;0. the Oommill8iolle'J' 
of the General Land Office. 

Iteeital. 

ApPROVED July 15th 1856 .. 

MEMORIAL NO.3. 

SWAMP LANDS. 

MEMORIAL. AIm JOINT'RESOLUTI01J in relation to the swamp land: 

To tM &nate a;nd H(JIN,88 qf Rqnesentatives qf eM United 
States, in (Jmgr688 a88emlJled. 

Your memorialilts, the General Assembly of the State of 
Iowa, respectfully represent, that under the act of Oongress 
entitled "an act to ena.ble the 8.tlate of Arkansas, and other 
states, to reclaim the swamp lands within its limits;' ap
proved September 28th, 1850, a considerable amount of 
such land accrued to the State of Iowa; that by an act of 
the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, passed in Jan
ua7" 1852, entitled. "an act to dispose of the swamp and 
ovei-fiowed lands within the State, and to pay the expenses 
of .aelecting and surveying the same;" those landa were 
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