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PIH3 ESCAP3S 
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M ACT t o  aasnd, rovis®, and o a d j f y  oliapfe«x' twolyo (12) of t i t l e  f l v o  (5)  of t he  
conpllod cod© of Xowa, and sect ion t s a  hundred a i x t y f o u r  (1064) of tha 
mx^jplenent t o  aa ld  code, r o l a t l n c  t o  f l r a  escapes end csaans of escape^roia f l r o ,  

J 

B® I t  Snactsd by^the Qeaerisl Aasenbly cf the S t a to  of lowat 
i'" 

That chapter  tvelTe (12) of. t i t l e  f i r e  (5)  of t h e  conpllod Code of lova, 
and sec t ion  t e n  hundi^d s ix ty- four  (1064) of t he  oupplenent t o  s a i d  Code a r e  
anended, rev i sed ,  and codi f ied  t o  read  a s  fo l lovas  

CHAPTER 12 

PIES ESCAFSS AUD 0JIC3E MBAilS OP BSCAPH TOl JTHI! 

Section 1 .  F i r e  escapes—what Iiulldlngs t o  l)o eqtdpped w i t h .  Al l  "bulld-
ixigfi, s t ructuresf  and enclosures of t h r ee  ( 3 )  o r  more s t o r i e s  i n  h a i ^ t ,  and 
stich o the r  tml ldlngs  of l e a s  nvraber of s t o r i e s  a s  a r e  i n  t h i s  olmpter sp3cisiXl7 
designated,  s h a l l  Tsa equipped with such p ro tec t ion  agains t  f i r e ,  and means of 
escape therefrom, a s  i n  t h i s  chapter  pror lded .  

Sec. 2 .  Terras def ined .  Hie word "building" a s  uoed I n  t h i s  chapter sha l l  
Include a l l  s t ruc tu rea  o r  encloaureo of each of t h e  c l a s se s  mentioned o r  r e fe r red  
t o  h e r e i n .  The word "s tory"  s h a l l  include a basement s to ry  whan such basenent 
s to ry  i n  on tlie average f i v e  (5 )  f e a t  o r  more above t h e  ground. 

» 

Sec. 3 .  ITunbsr of f i r e  escapes required—where placed.  Every bui ld ing,  
s t r u c t u r e ,  o r  aacloaure of three  (3 )  o r Eiore s t o r i e s ,  and every schoolhouse of 
two ( 2 )  s to r loa  and not provided with two ( 2 )  stairways loca ted  approxlnataly a t  
each end of t h e  hallway i n  the  second s to ry ,  and evtsry s t ruc tu re  hrving a s tage,  
end every t h e a t e r  o r  opera house of more than one ( l )  stcyry, o r  har lng  balconies 
or g a l l e r i e s ,  s h a l l  have a t  l e a s t  t h a  nunbor of f i r e  e s c ^ s  of t h e  Idnd prgp 
sc r ibed  by law a s  deterralned by t h e  folios/Ing fonsralai 

llumbar of f i r e  escapes s h a l l  equal 0 t i d e s  P .  
? e f t m l s  t he  average rmxiima number of persons on the s to iy  

with the  highest  number above tha f i r s t  s t o ry  
0 l a  a c o e f f i c i e n t  and i s  f i x e d ,  end s h a l l  be taken f o r  the 

var ious  c l a s se s  of bui ld ings  a s  fo l lows j  
1 .  Buildings having wooden o r  combustible wa l l s ,  0 equals .020, 
2 .  Buildiags having b r i c k  o r  combustible, wa l l s  with combustible 

i n t e r i o r ,  0 equals  .014* 
3 .  Buildings having b r i c k  o r  inoombuatlble wa l l s  and inconj-

b u s t i b l e  roof and slow burning const ruct ion,  0 equals  .012.  
4 .  Buildings of fli^raroof construct ion t h r o u ^ o u t ,  C equals 

.007.  
5 .  Buildings of wooden o r  conbuatlble walla equipped with 

e f f i c i e n t  water  s p r i n k l e r  systen,  C equals  .014.  
• 6« Buildings having b r i c k  o r  inconbustlble wa l l s  with coja-

bus t i b l e  i n t e r i o r  equipped with e f f i c i e n t  water spr ink le r  systffla, C equflls .008. 
7» Buildings having b r i c k  o r  inconbustible wa l l s  and incon-

b u s t l b l e  roof and slow burning const ruct ion equipped with e f f i c i e n t  water 
s p r i n k l e r  systea ,  C equals  .006.  

8 .  S'lreproof bui ld ings  equipped with e f f i c i e n t  water spr inkler  
sys tea ,  C equals .003.  

VJhen the  resTilt of the  s a i d  formula i s  one ( l )  o r  sny f i ' ac t ion  
t he r eo f ,  the  nmber  of escapee s h a l l  be one ( l ) .  The nuaber of addi t iona l  
escapes required s h a l l  Include any f r a c t i o n  a s  a u n i t ,  except when such f r a c t i o n  
s h a l l  be  t h i r t y - t h r e e  hundredths ( . 3 3 )  o r  l e s s ,  i n  "sAiich case the faraction msy 
be dropped i f  p e r n i t t e d  by the  Inspector .  
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Sec. 4« Eagulatlona as to location of fire eocVpea and axita. Ufhe follou-
Ing iregvtlations as to location of fire escapes and ezlts ara hera'ty establishods 

1. The first fire escape required la» shrill he placed as far as 
possl'blo fjora the existing inside stairway tor passpge to the lower floors of the 
building, taking into account the hazard and the path or route of access to the 
escape froa such atairway* 

2* !rhe distance to the nearest fire escape froa any inside stairvay or 
paggage to the lower floor shall not exceed ttfo hundred (200) feet by way of the 
path or route of access to such fire escape from such stairway or passage. 

3. Mditional fire escapes to those otherwise provided "by 3aw shall be 
provided wherever it is necessary to pass within twonty feet of any stairway or 
elevator shaft from any portion of the "building Eore than twenty feet froa such 
stairway or shaft to reach the fire escape required V the provisions of law and 
where there are peculiar, unTumal or extreme haz'irds additional firs escapes nay 
be required by those authoriaed "by lav to regulate and fix the number and 
requiressents of fire escapes. 

4* \(bBn the inspector shall deem it necessary on account of the hai^t 
of any "building or on account of the number of j^rsons ordinarily occuĵ sring said 
"building, either permanently or temporarily in the cotirse of "business, such 
"building shall "be equipped with a sufficient nunljer of fire escapes to permit the 
exit of all occupants idthln the following periods of timet 

a* Suildings with wooden or oosibusti'ble walls* two (2) minutes* 
"b. Bttildingi having brids or incoin'busti'ble walls with con'bust<-

ibla interior, three (S) alnutes. 
0.  Buildings having "brick or incom'buBti'ble walls and inconi"bu0t-

ible roof and-slow buining interior conatrtiction, four (4) minute a. 
d. Buildings of fire proof construction throu^out, flfteon (15) 

minuteaior less period of time if hazard of merchantable contents of such 
building nay so require. 

In estimating the period of time required the rate of descent on 
the fire escapes shall not be taken in excess of one and five-tenths (1*5) feat 

of vertical distance* or hei^i, per second, vrhen said fire escapes are fully 
loaded, vjhich rate of descent shall "be estimated to permit the exit of not to 
exceed one (1) person per second} but the tine of complete exit as herein pro-» 
vided may be increased where efficient sprinkler systems are installed, such 
increase of tine to he detexmined "by the character and efficiency of the 
sprinkling system unless peculiar or unusual hazards exist. 

SeC, 5. Fire escapes—ha; "csnatructedf—claaseS'Of» ill fire escapes 
shall be constructed as descrl'bed in the following classlficationsx 

Class A. S'ire esos^s of this class shall consist of those mora 
safe and efficient than outside ladders end stairways aid which shall have 
been approved as such t>y the labor coramlasioner, and may include inside stair-
ways and jaesns of escape in fireproof "buildings when approved "l̂ said conalss-
ioiMr. 

Olais 71n» escapes of this class shall consist of a suitable 
outside stairway of not less than twenty-two (22) inches clear width of steol 
or wrou^t iron constructed vdth platform and xdth stationary stairway carried 
down to within aix and one-half (6 1/2) feet of the ground, or td.th a drop or 
counterhalanoed stairway from the second story platform or balcony to the 
ground. 

Class 0. Fire escapes of this class shall consist of at least one 
(l) 3Ladder, not less than ei^teen (18) inches in width, of steel or ifrou^t 
iron construction, of sufficient size and strength for safety, attached to the 
outside walls of the "building and provided with platforms of steel or wrou^t 
iron inclosed suitable rulings of such diatenoions and in such pzoximity to 
the windows of each story above the first as to render access to the Indder 
from each story e a ^  and safe, the .snid ladder to extend to within gix-and 
one»half (6 1/2) feet of the ground or to "be provided with a drop ladder hung 
at the second story in such a manner that it can be easily lowered for use. 
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uoa. ii, r j  I/X-iitj ;• on ?m. a i  ajigo . i . 
1 ,  A l l  of  t he  a1>DT9 claar>ag of f i r «  oecapea s h a l l  "b® o f  snitaTsls 

rasJerlal, cona t rao t ion ,  arransanant ,  and loca t ion  t o  make t h s  eaias aa fo  and 
o f f i c i e n t  aiul no f t r a  eocapa of a h lghs r  c laaa  s h a l l  "bo l a a a  sa f#  and o f f i c i a n t  
than  Ijne of a lower c l aaa  and t h e  p ro r l a loaa  of aach l o v e r  c laaa  wi th  rospact  t o  
p l a t f o r m ,  accaaa t o  windows and dpanlnga, and a u f f l c l s n c y  of a t r ang th  a h a l l  
apply  t o  t h e  Tippar c l a s s  excapt wharo ^ l o v a d  t o  ha modified by thoaa having 
a u t h o r i t y .  

2 .  iO.1 f i r s  asoapas r aach ine  iiia t op  f l o o r  a h a l l  have arxltahla 
extensions  raach lns  fro.m thg upper p l a t f o r a  to -aa fo - l and ing  on t h e  roof of t he  
"bnlldlngt b i t  t h e  coitiHlBalonar aay waive t h i s  provia lon  when on azan ina t loa  ha 
f i n d s  t h a t  such l adde r  would "ba an elenant  of dangar* 

3» i i l  f i r s  escapaa o f  riiy of t h e  foragoing olaanaa a h a l l  have such 
windowa o r  openings l e a d i n g  t o  thg p l a t f o r a  o r  holconias  of t he  aama aa a h a l l .  
•faa nacassa iy  t o  naI:Q t h e  aana spfa  and a f f i c i a n t i  end a l l  r ou t e s  o r  patha o f  • 
a cces s  t o  onid f i r a  ascapaa s h a l l  ha a r f a  and auff lclent ,  wi th  a l l  doors of 
roona l ead ing  t o  f i r o  ascapaa one-half  ( l / s )  glaa^ and esjixippad w i t h  n o r t i s a  
l a t c h a a  o r  aqulTSlant ao t h a t  tha asaa Bay h e  a a s l l y  and \quickly opanad hy 
breaking tho g l a a s  and turn ing  tlie l a t chaa  ftom. tha in s ida  of t h e  doora, a l l  so 
a s  t o  randar accnss t o  tha  f l r a  ̂ acapa f r o n  each f l o o r  aboye t h s  f i r s t  aaay snd 
s a f e ,  Ho window o r  door lead ing  t o  tho  plafefora o f  a f i r e  escape a h a l l  .ba 
f a a t s n a d  aga ins t  e x i t .  

4 .  Tha a t tsohnant  o f  a l l  f i r e  aacapea a h a l l  ba nada i n  a thorough 
sad s u b a t a a t i a l  laannar and s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c a r i y  t h e  f u l l  l o a d  t h a t  nay ba 
pliicad on aa id  f i r a  aacarjog whan t h e  BBma a r e  ciowdsd, w i th  a f a c t o r  of s a f e t y  . 
o f  n o t  l a a a  t h s a  f o u r  ( 4 ) .  

5* Su i t ab le  aignin i n d i c a t i n g  tha loca t ion  of f i r ©  ascapaa a h a l l  be 
poa tad  a t  a l l  en t raacaa  t o  a l ava to ra ,  s tairways,  l oad ings ,  and i a  a l l  rooma. 

j> 6 ,  xn a l l  bui ldinga which &re uaad f o r  lodg ing  o r  a leaplng pxirpoaag, 
and i n  opera hoxiaea, t h a a t a r a ,  and publ ic  aasaiably h a l l s ,  and o t h e r  btii ldinga 
oociTOied o r  used a t  n igh t  whara, i n  tho Jndgmant o f  t ha  coimnisaionar, t h i a  
p i ^ r l a i o n  should apply,  r a d  l i m i t s  s h a l l  ba na ln ta inad  a t  n i g h t  o r  whan t h a  
bu i ld inga  a r e  darkanad t o  i nd i ca t e  th'? place o r  opening t h r o u ^  which access  t o  
t h e  f i r e  aacapa i g  ob ta iaad .  Ead l i g l i t a  s h a l l  no t  be uaad ̂ o r  l i m i t i n g  purpoaaa 
i n  auch bu i ld ings  a t  loca t lona  whaana thay Bay be nlstalcaa f o r  an s s i t  l i ^ i t .  

Sac.  7 .  CWaa of eacapaa raq.--iired--n^datory and parmiaaibla  3d.nda~<-
atairwsys p a m i t t a d .  

1 ,  I lotola,  lodging hougeg, tanananta,  apartraent b u i l d i n g a ,  adioola ,  
y s t a i l  o r  dapartraant s t o r ag ,  a s a i n a r i e s ,  col loga b u i l d i n g s ,  o f f i c e  bu i ld inga ,  
h o ^ i t a l o ,  asylruas, opara houaoa, t h e a t a r a ,  as^esibly h a l l a ,  and f a c t o r i a a  
raa t i i red  by law t o  bo oqxiippad with f i r a  ascapaa tfiall ba  equipped wi th  thoaa 
o f  fiiaaa "A" o r  c l a s s  "B", Al l  o t h a r  bui ld ings  and a t r u c t u r a s  r eqn i i^d  t o  ba 
eqnippad with f i r a  ascapaa a h a l l  ba equipped, wi th  those  of c l a s s  "A", "B", o r  
®0®, o r  with a combination of srxch c laaaoa .  

2 ,  - Claaa "C" a h a l l  not ba uaad on m y  bui:«diag o r a r  thrga (3 )  
s t o r i a s  i n  he igh t  i n  which mora than f i v e  (5) persons a r e  a t  any one tlma 
allowed upon any ona ( 1 )  of the  f l o o r s  aboya a a i d  t h i r d  a to ry  nor whara a i ^  of 
t ha  paraons allowod upon any f l o o r  above t h e  t h i r d  a to ry  a r e  fomalea o r  o inora ;  
bu t  t ha  l abo r  cosTniaaionor laay under p a c u l i a r  condlt iona and vhara t h a  iiazarda 
C.3W not g r e a t !  

a .  Permit f i r a  ascapaa of c laaa  "C" t o  b:̂  xised on bui ld inga  of 
mora than t h r a a  ( 3 )  a t o r i a a ,  but  whon ladder  f i r a  aacapea a r e  p a m i t t e d  on 
bu i ld inga  noro t han  t h r e e  (3 )  a t o r i a a  i n  haigjit t h a  laddara  thereof  miat  o f f a o t  
a t  t h e  platforraa and a a s t  not continue i n  tha sana l i n e  f o r  more than ona ( l )  
a t o r y .  

b .  Pana i t  f i r a  osoapaa of claaa "C" o r  o the r  approved raaana of 
escape t o  ba uaad on an ordinary  dwelling of not mora t h s a  t h r a a  (3)  a to r i ag  
i n  he igh t  and temporari ly  used i n  p a r t  f o r  lodging purposea when not  more than 
f i v a  (5 )  parsons ,  nona of whon ara  under aixtoen y e a r s , o f  a<ga, occupy tha t h i r d  
f l o o r .  
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3» %0r0 stairways not lesa than forty^fonr (44) inchos in. claar 
width are provided they shall be taken as the equivalent of t w  (s) or more 
single Btairveys in proportion to their widthj provided the means of aacape 
end efficiency and safety of said escapes are not thereby diminished. 

Sec* 8» Doors to open outward-«>exits* entrance m d  exit doors of 
all hotelSt churchesi lodge halls, courthouses, assenbly halls, theaters, 
opera houses, collegeB, public schoolhoiises, sod other structures vhere the 
hazard Is deeaed sufficient by the inspector, aid the entrance doors to all 
claes and assembly rooms in public school buildings, shall open outward and " 
shall not be fasten«d against exit or so the ssme can not be easily opened 
frost within* 

Sec. 9» Inspector to detemine number and size of exits. Inspectors 
shall, subject to the final decision of the commissioner, have power to 
determine the number and sise of exits from all theaters, opera houses, and 
assembly halls and from other buildings haviiig one or more balconies, the 
location of such exits with seference to fire escapes, and shall require that 
no exit shall bo fastened so as to prevent free passage from the building, 

<% 

Sec. 11* Labor oommisaioner—supervision of fire escapes, ^ e  l ^ r  
commissioner, except whan otherwise specially provided by lav, shall have 
general charge and supervision of the inspection and regulation of fire escapes 
and means of escape and of the enforcement of the law rslating thereto, and for 
this purpose the inspectors named herein, and others upon whoa there is i1Î• 
posed law or ordinance any duty with reference to fire escapes, shall be 
subject to his direction end to the rales and regulations adopted by such 
commissioner* 

, Sec. 12. Standard specifications for fire escapes. The said commissioner 
shall adopt standard uniform specifications for the various cl&sses of fire 
escapes provided by law and shidl furnish such specifications to all persons 
who are Vy law made inspectors of fire esce^s and means of esc^e from fire, a 
and such persons shsll Iceep the sane on file in their respective offices* 

Sec* 13. Distribution of rules end regulations* S^e labor conmissioner 
shall make all necessary roles and regulations to carry out the pui^ose of this 
law and hare the same printed in pamphletform for distribû tionj and he shall 
have the power to approve any and all plans relatin/i to fire escapes of the 
various classes, and it shall be his duty to see that the same conform to the 
law, and to malse rulings and orders relative thereto,and where any dispute or 
disagreement arises with respect to the plans and specifications for any fire 
escape or means of escape from fire, the commissioner shall have the po\/sr 
and authority to determine and pass upon the sane and malce orders relative 
thereto* 

Sec. 14* Building inspectors—what officers constitute. The building 
insj^ctor or othar officer performing like duties in cities having such office? 
and if there Tte no such officer then the chief of the fire department, end if 
there be no chief of a paid fire department, the mayor of such city or town, 
or if the building is not within the coiporate limits of any city or town, than 
the chairman of the board of supervisors, shall inspect all fire escapes with
in respective jurisdictions, except buildings otherwise required by I m  to be 
inspected* 



Sac* 15. Powers and duties of Inspeotidn officsrs* Such i&speotlon 
officers shall as often'AS neoessaiy, and whenerer complaint Is made, care
fully Inspect and sxsmine such fire escap9s» and such Inspection shall Include 
all paths or routes "between any Interior passage to a lower floor and the opeat-
Ing and means of acces;̂  to tha said fire escapes, and the signsi lights, exits, 
and steans of escape of all hulldlns-̂  required to he 0g;alpped with fire escapes and 
reqalrad to have certain exits and insans of escapef and trooa'̂ tha conplaint of any 
person that any fire escape, exit or mosns of escape from flze Is being maintained 
contrary to law, or any rule or regulation relative thereto or relative to pro
tection against fire Is l̂ elng violated, such inspector shall examine into the 
conditions complained of ead fietenalne what, if any, requirements should ha made 
in relation thereto, and shall ha.ro power to make all rsaaonahle requirements and 
regolatlons in coxiformity with the law and to determine all matters with respeot 
to fire escapes,protection from fire, and means of escape from hnildlngs. 

Sac. 16. Xiimltation or powers. Said Inspectors, however, shall he 
subject to the rules and unier the direction of the department of labor, and their 
duties shall not conflict with the duties of inspeotlon by the labor commlssloner« 
the engineer of the department of public health, and their assistants or deputies. ̂  

Sec, 17. Inspectors to serve notice on owner. It shall be the duty of 
any inspector required by la# to inspect fire escapes or means of escape from fire 
to serve or cnuse to be served a written notice in behalf of the state of loaa 
t^on the owner, if he be a residoit of the county in which the buildings are 
situated, or if he be a nonresident of euch county, then upon his agent or lessee, 
that the buildLngs are xu>t provided with fire escapes in accordance with the 
provisions of this act, or the fixe escŝ es or means of escape from fire 
are defective, unsafe, or dissgorous, notifying such owner of such lack of fire 
escapes, condition of the buUdliig, defective, dangerous, or unsafe means of 
escape from fire or any matter Toting thereto,, and notifying him to comply with 
the law and roqoirements of the inspector or conmissioner within sixty (60) days 
after the service of such notice} but the time of such notice may be extended by 
the labor comnissloner if necessary. 

i 

Sec. 18. Ovmer̂ s ri^t of appeal to commissioner. The owner, by himself, 
his agent, or lessee, may i^^al from the action or requirement of any inspector 
at any time within sixty (60) days after the serrice of such notice by a widtten 
communication addressed to sidd commissioner, setting forth such objections as ̂  
he may have to the ccmiplaint, reqairement, or regulations of such inspector} and 
it slmll be the duty of the comissioner to pass upon and determine all matters 
of disagreement relating to fira oscapas and the maans of esc^e from fire £n 
buildings, and all rtiles, regulations, findings, and orders made "by the com
missioner in his discretion, shall be reasonable and not unduly burdensoae. 

• 

Sec. 19. Tlolatlona-*pen£a.ty.»iny person who shall violate any of the 
provisions of law relating to fire escapes or means of escape from firs, or any 
owner, agent, or trustee having the full care and control of any building and 
who has baen s«nred vlth notice as provided herein and who shall, within sixty 
(60) daiys of tha service of tha notice, or within tha time as extended by the 
commissioner, fall and neglect to coiŝ ly with the requirements of lenr or of the 
injector or the commissioner, or who shall fail, refuse, or neglect to per-
fona any order or requirement fixed "ty lawj or by the labor commissioner, shall 
be p\inl̂ sd by a fine of not lass than twent̂ f̂lve dollars ($25.00) ncr more 
than one hundred dollars ($100.00). Each additional week of neglect to compXy 
with such notice, order, or requirement shall constitute a separate offense. 

Approved April 5, 1924. 
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