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provided, that no additional copies of the code shall be printed by reason
of anything herein contained; and provided further, that if there be not
a sufficient number of copies of the code printed, to furnish all the officers
aforesaid, those already printed shall be equally distributed among the
several organized townships of this stat<', and road sUIwrvisors shall bl' the
!ast supplied.
:O;I-:<:.:!. Duty of secJ;'etary. The Sl'Cl'etur.v of state shall ascm·tain as ~OOJl
as practicable what number of copies of the code and laws of 1850-1 will
be requ}red in addition to those remaining in the hands of the county clerks,
to comply with the provisions of this act, and he shall forward the same to
said clerks, who shall on application deliver tlwm to the several officers in
their counties, according to the provisions of se('tion one, and take receipts
for the same.
SEC. 3. To successo~r clerk. Persons obtaining laws under the provisions of this act, shall, upon application deliver the IiIlDlt' to thl'l!' SU('('essor!! in onicc; provided, that in case of death, resig'untioll. or rrfllonll.
f>aid laws shall be deposited with the township clerk.
SEC. 4. Clerk to refund money. Any just.icc of the pl'ace, who may have
purchased a code from the county clerk, shall have the purchase money refunded, upon returning the same to the clerk in good condition.
SEC. 5. Take effect. This act shall be in for('e and cffe(·t after its passage.
Approved, January 22, 1853.
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act to in<'orporate the !"ity of Keokuk," "assed

Dec. 13th, 1848.

Be it enacted by

tllC

General Asscm1l1y of tllc Sttlle of

1011"11:

SECTION 1. Council:may levy special tax-purposes~uestions must be
submitted, That the city council of Raid city of Keokuk shall hayr authority to levy and collect, in addition to the taxI's ur,w authorizl'll by law. 8
special tax of not excecding one-half of one per cent, P<')' Hunum. upon the
property, real and personal, situated in said city. and subject to taxation
for county revenue, for the purpose of improving the streets, all(,~·R. and.
wharf of said city, and the payment of thl' annual interest upon the bonds
1hat have been, 01' hereafter may be issued on aC(,Ollnt of the impron'lUent
of said strects, alleys. or wharf: provided, that thc qurRtion whrthl'l' any
additional tax shall be levied in pursuance of this seetiou, shall first be
submitted by said city council to the legal voters of said city, at all,\' special
l'lect.ion, and if a majority of said ll'gnl votes he givf'u for said additional
tax then the same may he levied and collected, as provided in this sf'ction:
hut sale tax shall not. hI' IpviNl und collr('trd liS pl'o"i(h'(l in this st·:·tion: hul
said tax shnll not he l('vil'd for mor<' than onp y"IlI', lllll,,:.:s 1111' qll,-slil.1I
of levying said tax he again submitted to the people.
S~:C. 2. How collected. The sp('('ial tax aforcsaid shall be leviE-Ii aud c(llleeted at the same time, and in thc same manner as the other nnnual tax
leviNl by said city; and the said city shall have the same rights, powers and
,'empdies to rnforce tile collc('tion of the same, hy the sale of propert~·; 01'
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otherwise, as is or may be provided for in other cases relative to the city
revenue.
•
SEc. 3. Bow paid-set apart. Said tax shall be payable only in money
and when collected, shall, by said city, be set apart and held separate and
distinct from the other portions of the city revenue as a fund specially
pledged for the payment of the annual interest on the bonds aforesaid, an-I
the improvement of the streets, aUeys and wharf of said city; and shall from
[133] time to time be 80 applied by said city council, aud for no other pur,pose whatever.
SEC. 4. Tu on Iota-for paving, etc. The city council of said city shall
have power to levy and collect a special tax on the lot or lots, or the owner
or owners thereof, or any street, lane, avenue or alley, or any part of a street,
lane, avenue, or alley, within said city, for the purpose of curbing, paving
or grading the side-walks in front of their respective lots, and keeping the
said side-walks in repair, and for the purpose of lighting such street, lane,
avenue, or alley.
SEC. 5. Tu-paving, planking, etc.-proviso. The city council of said
city shall have the power to levy and collect a special tax on the lot or
Jots, or the owner or owners thereof, on any street, lane, aveuue, or alley,
or any part thereof, within said city, according to their respective fronts
for the purpose of paving, planking, or macadamizing the streets, lanes,
avenues or alJeys in front of their respective lots: provided, that in case a
special tax be levied on the owners of property in said city, ip. pursuance of
said sections four and five, for the purposes therein specified, no tax either
general or special, shall thereafter be levied on the sam'e property to make
the same kind of improvements on any other street, lane, avenue or alley,
or any part thereof, in said city.
SEC. 6. Powers of cOUDci1-damage~ppeal-fUe papers-decision. The
city council of said city shall have power to layout public squares, or
grounds, streets, alleys, lanes, avenues and highways, and to alter, widen,
vRcate, or extend the same-making the persons injured thereby adequate
compensation: to asc('rtain whi('h. the ('it;\· cOllIl<'il shall ('II11S(, to he snmmoned three disinterested frrehold('rs residing in the city, who. being duly
sworn for that purpose. shall inquire into and take into consideration thl'
benefits, as well as the injury, which may accrue, and estimate and assess
the damag('s which would be sustained by reason of the opening, altering.
widening, vacating, or ('xt('nding of any street, a11(')., lanc, avenue, highway,
public square. or ground: whi('h damages they shall apportion and assesl'l
upon the real estate of the prrsons benefitted, in proportion aR nearly as
may be, to the benefits rpslllting to each: all of which they RhaIl return
under their hands to the city COltn('il of said city. and the as- [1~41 sessments
80 made, shall be coll("(~trcl and paid over to the p('rson or persons whose
property has been takrn for tIl<' plll'pO,-;rS aforrsaid: provided, that any person deeming himself ag!!rievrd by said assrSsn1<'nt or apportionment, may.
in thirty da~'s from the time ",h('n snch pprson shall r('criYe notic'(' in writing
by the mayor of such IISS(,SSlTIC'nt or apportionmrnt, app<'al from said assessment or apportionm('nt. to the c1istl'i('t ('onrt. and Raiel appeal shall be perfected by the injured party giying bond to the satisfaction of the mayor.
condition('d for the 11aymrnt of aU costR which may be arljudged against
the appellant. It shall be the rluly of the mayor to file fill proppr papers
connected with said appral in the di!Ytrict court. on or' hrfor(' thr first day
of the next term of sairl court. Raid appeal shall be heard and det('rminl'd
as other app('als are hl'lIrd and det('rminrcl in said ('onrt; and the court shn11
certify its decision to the city council, by whom the same shall be carried
into effect.
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SEC. 7. Wharf and wharves. The said city council of Keokuk shall have
the po\ver to establish and regulate a wharf or wharves in said city, and
more particularly to use the whole of Water street for said purpose, and to
fix the rates of landing and wharfage of aU boats, rafts, water crafts, goods
wares, merchandise, produce and other articles that may be moored at, landed,
or taken from any landing, wharf or wharves that have been or may be hereafter established by said city, and in case private property is taken for public use, under the power herein conferred, then the damages and benefits
shall be assessed, collected, and paid over in the manner provided in the
section in reference to streets, alleys, etc.
SEC. 8. Collection. The assessments of taxes made by virtue of the authority contained in the four preceding sections of this act, shall be enforced
and collected as may be provided by ordinance of the city council of the
city.
SEC. 9. Tax a lien. All taxes and assessments, general or special, levied
or assessed by the city council under this act, or the act to which this is
an amendment, shall be a lien upon the real estate upon which the same
may be imposed, voted, or assessed, for one year from and after the assessment has been confirmed by the city council, and upon personal property
[135] from and after the delivery of the warrant for the collection thereof,
until paid, and no sale or transfer shall affect the lien: provided, that in
case the collection of any assessment shall be delayed by judicial proceedings, the same.shall continue a lien (lIDless s£'t aide) UPOll such real date,
for the period of Ol~e year from after the final dispositioll of sueh judicial
proceedings.
SEC. 10. Regula.tions-qua.ra.ntine-licenses-a.ppoiDt officers-inspectorsweighing and measuring-inspection of lIour, etc.-markets. The city council of said city shall have power to make regulations to prevent the introduction of paupers, or of contagious diseases, into the city, also to make
quarantine laws and cnforce the same within the city and not to exceed
four miles beyond the city bounds; also to license, tax, and regulate agenta
or agencies of foreign insurance companies, hawkers or peddlers, and pawn·
brokers; also to appoint deputy marshals, watchmen, policemen, and pre·
scribe their duties and powers; also to regulate the measuring and inspect·
ing of lumber, shingles, timber; and all building materials, and appoint one
or more inspectors of the same; also to regulate the weighing and the place
and manner of selling hay; also to regulate the measuring of wood, and
the weighing of ooal, aud the place and manner of selling the same; also
to regulate the inspection of flour, meal, beef, pork, and other provisions;
also to establish and regulate markets and other public buildings, and to
provide for their erection and location; also to regulate, license, or prohibit butchers, and to revoke their licenses for malconduct in the course of
trade, and to regulate, license and restrain, the sale of fresh meats and
vegetables in the city.
SEC. 11. Ma.rshal-fees--election-bond. The city marshal of said city
shall, by virtue of his office, be a constable of Jackson township, with power
to serve process, and do all acts that const.ables may lawfully do, and shall
receive the same fees as are allowed to other constables by law-and hereafter the said marshal shall be elected by the voters resident within the incorporated limits of the city of Keokuk, who are qualified to vote for mayor
of said city, at the time, and in the same manner, that the mayor of said
city is elected, and he shall hold his office for the same length of time said
mayor holds his office, and shall, before entering upon the discharge of his
office, in [136] addition to the bond required of him by the ordinances of
said city, execute another bond, and file the same in like manner as con-
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stables are required by law to do, and he shall moreover take the same oath
to discharge the duties of this office, and in the same manner, that constables are required to take.
SEC. 12. It'Iayor's juriadiotion-imprisonment--.tlne. In addition to the
jurisdiction of the mayor of the city of Keokuk already established in criminal cases, the said mayor shall have power to hear, try, and determine, all
public offences whel'e the punishment by law does not exceed five hundred
dollars fine, or imprisonment in the county jail one year, or where the punishment is by both such fine and imprisonment.
SEC. 13. Mode of proceec'ting. All proceedings before the mayor of the
city of KeokUk by virtue of the authority conferred in the preceding section shall be conducted in the same manner, and by the same rules and
regulations as are or may be prescribed by the laws of the state of Iowa
in criminal cases before justices of the peace; and persons charged with
public offences before the said mayor, shall have the same rights and remedies as thl~y are entitled to by law in criminal procct'dingos lwforc jll~tie('s of
t.he peace.
SEC. 14. Deeds. All deeds made to purchasers of lots sold for taxes or
assessments by order of the city council, in pursuance of this act, or the
act to which this is amendatory, shall be conclusive evidence in all controversies and suits in relations to the right of the purchaser, his or .her
heirs or assigns, to hold or recover the premiscs, except it be shown that
no tax or assessment was levied on the lot or lots, or that the same was
paid before the sale, or that the lot or lots were redeemed, in pursuance of
the provisions of the charter, or ordimmcl's of said city, before the execution of the deed or deeds.
SEC. 15. Extension of boundaries. The boundary of the city of Keokuk
shall extend to the middle of the main channel of the Mississippi river in
front of said city. And whenever any tract of land adjoin!ng said city
shall have been laid out into lots (as an addition to said city) and duly
recorded. as required by law, the saul!' shall be annexl'd to, and form a part
of the city of Keokuk.
~E(,. Hi. Exemption. The pro}lprty within tlll' limits of till' ('it~, of Keokuk
sllall lle exempt from taxation b~' the eounty of Lee for rond [1:3/ J pUI'poses, so long as an~' tax lwrein authoriz('d for the purpose of grading and
improving the streets of said city, equal ill amount to the tax levied by the
eounty for road purpose~. shall be llC'tually levif:'d, collected, and expended
upon said streets.
.
SEC. 17. Repeal-proviso. 'fhe provisos of section 26 and 31 of the act
to· which this is an ameudment, and all such portions of said a{~t as are
repugnant to the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed: provided, as
to the said thirty-first section, that no debt above the amount authorized by
the said thirty-first srction shall bl' incurred by said council, unless the
IJuestion of contracting' the same shall be first submittcd to thc prople of
said city, in the same manner as providrd in th(' first section of this aet.
SEC. 18. Take effect. 'fhis a(·t ~hall take (,ff(,(·t and be in force from
and after its passage.
Approved, January 22, 18;)2.

Digitized by

Google

