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him, such instruments shall not be held insufficient by reason of the fact that 
they were not acknowledged, nor by reason of any defect in the certificate 
of acknowledgement [acknowledgment], and all such instruments in writing 
are hereby legalized and declared valid, legal and binding and of full force 
and effect, the same as if properly acknowledged. 

SEC. 2. PendiJIg litiga.tion. This act shall not affect the rights. of parties 
in any way to suits now pending in any court of this state. 

Approved April 2 A. D. 191::l. 

CHAPTER :266. 

INSPECTION OF WEIGHTS AXD ~IEASURES. 

H. F. 33. 

AN ACT to establish legal weights and measures. to provide for the Inspection of the 
same. to punish the keeping or use of false or Incorrect weights and measures. to 
provide for statements of net weight placing the enforcement In charge of the dairy 
and food commissioner and to repeal acts in conflict with this act. [Additional to 
chapter one (l) of title fifteen (XV) of the code relating to commerce and trade.1 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Dairy and food commissioner-chief iBSpector-duties-com
pensation and expenses-how paid. The state dairy & [and] food commissioner 
is hereby charged with the duty of carryinll' into effect the provisions of this 
act and wherever the word "commissioner" is used, in this act. it shall refer 
to the dairy and food commissioner. The commissioner shall appoint a chief 
inspector of weights and measures upon approval of the executive council. 
The chief inspector of weights and measures shall receive.a salary of not to 
exceed $1800 per annum. His salary shall be paid in the same manner as the 
salaries of other state officers. All inspectors I'Ihall be allowed the expenses 
necessarily incurred by them in the discharge of t.heir duties. All accounts 
shall be itemized and sworn to and when approved by the commissioner and 
the executive council, shall be paid by warrant of the auditor upon the treas
urer out of a suin appropriated for carrying" on the work of the dairy and 
food commissioner. The chief inspector and all inl'lpectors appointed under 
this act shall perform such duties as may be assigned by the commissioner. 

SEC. 2. State sealer-duties-seal-testing of weights and measures-as
sistance by state university. The commissioner shall appoint an employe of 
the dairy & r andl food commission to be state sealer of weight!'! and measures. 
The state sealer shall take charge of the standards of t1!e state, causing them to 
be kept at the capitol in a fire-proof building belonging to the state, from 
which they shall not be removed except for repairs or for certification; and 
take all other necessary precautions for their safe keeping. He shall maintain 
the state standards in good order, and shall submit them once in ten years to 
the national bureau of standards for certification. He shall keep a seal which 
shall be so formed as to impress the letters. "Iowa" upon the weights and 
measnres sealed by him. He shall have and keep a general supervision of 
the weights and measures, and the weighing and measuring devices of the 
state in use in the state. He shall upon a written request of any citizen, 
firm or corporation. city town or county, or educational institution of the 
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slate, test or calibrate ~ights, measures, weighing or measuring devices, and 
instruments or apparatus used as standards in this state. 'It is hereby made 
the duty of the department of physics at the state university of Iowa upon 
the request of the commissioner to assist the commissioner. the state sealer and 
all inspectors, in all such matters as may require the facilities of that labora
tory or tecJmical knowledge relating to physical measurements. 

SEC. 3. Standards-state and nationaJ. same. The standard· weights and 
measures received from the United States under a resolution of congress and 
approved June 14, 1836, and such new weights, measures, and other apparatus 
in addition thereto or in renewal thereof, and such as shall be made under 
the direction of the commissioner in conformity therewith and certified to by 
the national bureau of standards, shall be the state standards. 

SEC. 4. Length and surface. The units or standard measures of length and 
surface from which all other measures of extension, whether lineal, superficial 
or solid, shall be derived and ascertained, are the standards of length desig
nated in this act. For measures of cloth and other commodities commonly 
sold by the yard, the yard may be divided into halves, quarters, eighths. and 
sixteenths. The rod, pole, or perch contains five and one half yards; the mile, 
one thousand seven hundred sixty yards. A chain for measuring land is twenty
two yards long and is divided into one hundred equal parts called links. The 
acre for long measure shall be measured horizontally and contain ten square 
chains, equivalent in area to a rectangle sixteen rods in length and ten rods 
in breadth; six hundred and forty acres being contained in a square mile. 

SEC. 5. Weight .. The units or standards of weight, from which all other 
weights shall be derived and ascertained, shall be the standard weights desig
nated in this act. The hundred-weight consists of one hundred avoirdupois 
pounds and twenty hundred-weight are a ton. Whenever, hereafter, in this 
act the word "pound" is used it shall mean the avoirdupois pound unless 
otherwise distinctly specified. 

SEC. 6. Commodities not liquids. The units or standards or measure of 
capacity for commodities not liquids, from which all other measures shall 
be derived and ascertained, shall be the standards for such commodities desig
nated in this act. The peck, half peck. quarter peck,' quart. pint, and half 
pint, measures for measuring commodities which are not liquids. shall be 
derived from the half bushel by successively dividing the cubic inch capacity 
of that measure by two. 

SEC. 7. Liquids. The units or standards of measure of capacity for liquids. 
from which all other measures shall be derived and ascertained. shall be the 
standard liquid measures ·designated in this ,act. The gallon shall pe divided 
by continual division by the number two, so as to make half gallons, quarts, 
pints, half pints and gills. 

SEC. 8. Bushel by weight. Wherever any of the articles or commodities 
mentioned in this section shall be sold by the bushel or fractional part thereof, 
and no special agreement shall be made in writing', the measure thereof shall 
be ascertained by avoirdupois weight. and shall bp. computed as folloW's: 

Apples ............................... 48 Pounds 
Apples. dried ......................... 24 " 
Alfalfa seed .......................... 60 ' . 
Barley ............................... 48 ' ~ 
Beans, green. unshelled ............... 56 
Beans. dried ......................... 60 .. 
Beans, Lima ........................... 56 
~f'ets ................................ 56 ,. 
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Blue grass seed ................... " .. 14 Pouncls 
Bran ................................ 20 " 
Bromus inermis ...................... 14 " 
Broom corn seed ..................... 50 " 
Buckwheat ........................... 48 " 
Carrots .............................. 50 " 
Castor beans, shelled .... .' ............. 50 " 
Charcoal ............................. 20 " 
Cherries ............................. 40 " 
Clover seed .......................... 60 " 
Coal ...................... : .......... 80 " 
Coke ................................. 40 " 
Corn on the cob, (field) ............... 70 " 
Corn in the. ear, unhusked (field) ........ 75 " 
Corn, shelled, (field) .................. 56 " 
Corn nleal ........................... 48 " 
Cucumbers ................ : .......... 48 " 
Emmer ............................... 40 " 
Flax seed ............................ 56 " 
Grapes, with . stems ................... AO " 
Hemp sE!ed ........................... 4-l " 
Hickory nuts, hulled .................. 50 " 
Hungarian grass seed ................ ·.50 " 
Kaffir corn ..... · ....................... 56 " 
Lime ................................. 80 " 
lIillet seed ........................... 50 " 
Oats ................................. 32 " 
Onions ............................... 52 " 
Onion top sets ........................ 28 " 
Onion bottom sets .................•.. 32 " 
Orchard grass seed ................... 14 " 
Osage orange seed ..................... 32 " 
Parsnips ............................. 45 " 
Peaches .............................. 48 " 
Peaches. dried ........................ 33 " 
Peanuts .................•............. 22 " 
Pears ................................ 45 " 

.', Peas, ~reen. unshelled ................ 50 " 
Peas. dried ........................... 60 " 
Plums ................................ 48 " 
Popcorn on the ear ........ : ........... 70 " 
Popcorn. shelled ...................... 56 " 
Potatoes ............................. 60 " 
Quinces .............................. 48 " 
Rape seed ............................ 50 
Red top seed ......................... 14 

" 
" 

Rutabagas ............................ 60 " 
Rye ................................. 56 
Salt .................................. 80 " 
Sand ............................... 130 " 
Shorts ............................... 20 " 
Sorghum saccharatum seed ............ 50 " 
Spelt ................................ 40 
S,,"eet corn ........................... 50 

" 
" 

Digitized by Google 



282 
LAWS OF THE THIRTY· FIFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY [Ca. 268 

Sweet potatoes ....................... 50 Pounds 
Timothy seed ......................... 45 " 
Tomatoes ........................................................ 50 " 
Tllrnips ............................................................ 55 ~, 
Walnnts, hulled .............................................. 50 " 
Wheat ............................................................. 60 " 
All root crops not specified above ................ 50 " 

SEC. 9. Benies--boxes. All sales of blackberries, blueberries, cranberries [,] 
currants, gooseberries, raspberries, cherries, strawberries, and similar bel" 
ries, also onion sets, in packages of one peck or less, maY' be sold by the 
quart, pint, or half pint, dry measure; and all ber.ry boxes sold, used. or 
offered for sale, within the state shall be of an interior capacity of not less 
than one quart, pint, or half pint, dry measure. Any berry boxes or ml'as· 
ures not conformin~ to this section shall he confiscated by the inspector. l'he 
provisions of this section shall not he applicable until October 1st, 191~. 

SEC. 10. Sale by weight-stamped or printed thereon-violations punished. 
All dr~' commodities, weighing tl'n ounces or more. I'xcept drugs. st'ction 
comb honey and those specified in section 9 shall be bought or sold only b~' 
standard wfight or numerical count, lineal measure or surface measure. ex
cept where parties otherwise agree in wl'iting. Whenever any product is 
sold and the selling price is determined other than by numerical count. 
lillf'al or surface nieasure. and tIl(> product does not have the net Wpight 
pluinh' writtl'lI. stamped or printl'd thereon: the seller shall at the time 
of dcliV(>r~·. upon the request of the purchaser. furnish a plainly writtl'l1 or 
printl'd statement showing the name of the article sold, the quantity in net 
weight thereof, and the price paid for each item. Any person. firm or cor· 
poration. who sells barters or trades. a less weight or amount to a purcilaspr 
than that which is asked for or agreed upon. of any article or commodit~·. 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be plmished as hprein 
provided. Providl'd. however, that rl'asonahle variations shall be permittl'd. 
and tolerances and exemptions as to small nackages shall he established. hy 
]'ulcs and regulations made by thl' state dairy and food commissioner. The 
usp of bottomless measures is herl'by declared a violation of this act. un· 
ll''-;S tll(>Y C'onform in shape to the r. S. standard measure. 

~EC. 11. Milk bottles-marked. "Rottll's 11sed for thl' saIl' of milk and 
cream shall bl' of a canacih- of ol1l'-half gallon. three pints. one Quart. one 
pint. one half pint. one J!"ill: fillefl full to thp bottom of the lip. Bott.ll's or 
jars used for the sale of milk shall have clearlv blown or otherwise perman· 
I'ntly marked in the sidl' of the hottle. the capacity of thl' bottle. and. on 
tlu' bottom of the bottle, the name, initials. or trademark of the manufactnrl'r. 
and designating number, which desimating nnmhpr shall he difi'erl'nt for 
each manufacturer and may be used in identifying bottll's. The designating 
IIumber shall be furnished by thl' commissioner on request. The state seal 1'1' 

shall not be required to seal bottles or jars for milk or cream. marked as in 
this section provided. hy (but] the inspectors shall from time to time make 
tests of individual bottles in use, in ordl'r to ascertain whether the above provi
sions are bl'ing complied with. 

SEC. 12. Coa.l~h&rCoa1~oke-by weight. It shall be unlawful to sell 
or o«pr to sell in this statl' Ilny ('oal. charcoal. or coke in anv other manner 
than hy wpight. No pl'rson. fi;m or corporation shall dl'liver'any coaL char
('oa1. or ('okl'. witllOut paeh such dl'liy('r~' hein!! a('('ompanied h~' a deli"ery 
tiC'k('t and a duplicate thereof. on each of which shall hI' in ink or othl'r in· 
dplihle suhstance. distinctly eX]H'l'ssl'd in pounds. the gross wl'i(!"ht of thp 
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loud, the tare of the delivt'rillg whicle, aud the lIet amount ill weight of coal, 
charcoal or coke contained in thc cart, wagon, orotlmr vehicle used in such 
deliveries, with the name of the purchaser tiH'reofr ''3nd the name of the 
dealer from whom purchased. One of thl'sl! tiekl·ts shall be surrendered by 
the person ill charg-e of the load to the iusPPC'iol' upon demand, for his in
spection, and a ticket or weight slip isslH'd hy the inspector, when the in
spector desires to retain the original, shall he delivered to said purchaser 
of said coal, charcoal. or eol{('. 01' his a~('nt or I'l'presentatiYe, at the time of 
the delivery of the flH'\: and tht' otlwr t ieht shall be retained b,' the seller' 
of the fuel. \Yhen tilt' bUY!'I' ('arril's a ,,"a~- t hC' purchase, a deli,-ery ticket, 
showing the actualllllllllH'1' of pOlll1ds (If'lin')"I'llll1!1st he gh-C'll to the purchaser 
at the time deli,-C'I'Y is IllIHII'. Thl' (,0' In II i~:si()IlPI' or any of his assistants, or 
inspectors, arc hereby empowered to COlllpel t he pal't~' 01' pal'tirs hH\-ing charge 
of such coal. charcoal or coke to' bring sallie O!I t\t'mand to a scale designated 
by the said commissioner or his assistnnt or inspector and wpighe(1 for the 
purpose of proving' the trn(' Iwl \\"I'i!!ht of' tltp IIl'ticle or comlllodity. 

SEC. 13. Sca.les-license-fee-slot machines prohibited. It shall he un
lawful for any person, firm or corporation by himself. or as the officer, ser
vant, agent. or employ'C of an~: persoll. firm or l'orporation to operatl' or use or 
display for use any scale or scales, kllown as money ill the slot or automatic 
scale or scales or any weighin,:r ill'viel'.· apparatus, or machiut'. which is 
used or intended for use to determiup t Iw wf'ight or [of] any person or persons. 
where compensation is derived, 0)' au." Jluhlic or custom scale for which a 
fee is chargf'd or accepted for wt'ig-hingo, llull'S8 said s<'ale or ({t'vict' is li
censed by the commissionl'r. T'POIl pa;VnH'Ilt of the license fpl' of $3.00, the 
commissioner shall isslIp a metal liccnsp tag- ht'aring the words" licpnsed by 
the dairy and food commissiOlH'l', state of IO\n~Xo ........... ". each tag 
to be numbered consecutively and lwar tl1(' ycar for which liccnse is valid. 
The tag shall be displayed p~olllinputly 011 tl~1' fl'ont of tl1l' weighing device. 
Absence of the license tag shall bp prima faeip eviden('c that the weighing 
device is being operated contrar." to la·\\". Xo Iicensl' shall be issued until 
the annual fee of three dollars ($:100) is paid to tllP commissioner for each 
scale or weighing device operat(,ll 01' used. AII~' person clpsirillg to se('ure 
said license shall make application thl'rpfor npon blanks to hI' furnished 
bv the commissioner. The commissioner lila,· withhold 01' 1'1'\'01, .. IInv license 
f~r cause. All licenses iSSllpd nnder this ad shall f'xpirl' DI'(,PI111wr '31, 1914, 
and on December 31st of each year thf'1'eaftt'r. All license lIud insppction fees 
collected under this act, shall II\' pllid into t1lC' state trf'lIsnry hy the com
missioner. 

SEC. 14. Inspection-fee. TIll' commission(')' and his assistants are each 
hereby empowered and it is hf'l'eh" 1I1Il(11' tlll'ir dut~' to l11akt' an inspection 
of scales, weights and measures wlH'r(-yer the same are kept fOl' lise in con
nection with the sale of mercl)andisc or other ('ommoditi('s sold by wei!!ht 
or measurement, or where thl' pricf' to he paid for producing or mailUfactur
ing any article or commollity is hased upon the weight or measurement 
thereof, within this statl'. The eommissionrr and his assistants may for the 
enforcement of this act and in the performan('e of their official duties, with or 
without formal warrant. enter or ~o in or upon any stand, place, building 
or premises: or may stop vendor, pl'd<1II'I', junk t\C'aler, coal wag-on, ice wagon. 
or any dealer whatsopv('l', for the pUl'pOSP (If making the proper tests. An 
inspection fee of $5.00 shall hf' charged the 1)I>I'son owning or operating the 
scales so inspected. but he shall not be required to pay more than two in
spection fees in anyone year. WheneYer snch illspection shall be made upon 
the complaint of an:v person other than th(' owner of thl' scale and upon 
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examination the scale is found by the inspector to be in proper condition for 
weighing, the inspection fee of $5 shall be paid by the person making com
plaint. Provided, however, no inspection fee shall be charged for the in
spection of any scale for less than 2,000 pounds capacity. 

SEC. 15. False or incorrect sca1ea-complaint. Whenever complaint shall 
be made to the commissioner that any false or incorrect scales, weights or 
measures are being made use of by any person, firm or corporation in the 
purchase or sale of merchandise or other commodities or in weighing any article 
or commodity, the piece price paid for producing which is determined by 
weight or measure, it shall ,be his duty to cause the same to be inspected as 
soon as the duties of his office will permit, and he shall make such other in
spection of weights and measures as in his judgment is necessary or proper 
to be made. 

SEC. 16. Using false weights or measures punished. If any person en
gaged in the purchase or sale of merchandise or other commodities by weight 
or measurement or in the employment of labor where the price thereof is to 
be determined by weight or measurement of the articles or thing upon which 
such labor is bestowed. be found having in his place of business any scales. 
weights, measures or other apparatus for determining the quantity of any com
modity, which does not conform to the standards of weight and measurement 
of this state, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be 
punished as provided in this chapter. 

SEC. 17. Tagged-con1lscated. The inspector may confiscate and seize 
without warrant any incorrect scales, weights or measures or any weigh
ing apparatus or part thereof which does not conform to the state standards 
or upon which the license fee has not been paid. If any weighing or meas· 
uring apparatus or part thereof be found out of order the same may be 
tagged by the inspector "condemned until repaired" which tag shall not 
be altered or removed until said apparatus is properly repaired. 

SEC. 18. Refusal to comply-penalty. Any person, firm or corporation. or 
agent thereof, who refuses to comply on demand. with any of the require
ments of this act or who shall violate any of its provisions, or who shall ob· 
struct or hinder the commissioner, or any of his assistants, in the discharge 
of any duty imposed by this act, shall be guilty of a misdepleanor. and upon 
conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not less than five dollars 
($5.00) nor more than one hlmdred dollars ($100.00), or b~' imprisonment in 
the county jail not to exceed thirty days or by both such fine and imprison. 
ment, at the discretion of the court. 

SEC. 19. Bulletins---reports. The commissioner may from time to time 
make a report in the printed bulletins issued by thEYdairy & [and] food com· 
mission, of the work undertaken and accomplished under this act, together 
with such general information as may be deemed suitable. 

SEC. 20. Repeal. That sections 3009, 3010, 3011, 3012. 3013, 3014. 3015, 
3019. 3020, 3021, 3034, 3035, and 5044 of the code and section 3016 of the 
supplement to the code be and they are hereby repealed. 

SEC. 21. In effect. This act being deemed or immediate importance shall 
take effect and be in force from and after itfl publication in the Register and 
Leader and the Des Moines Capital, newspapers published in the city of Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

Approved April 19 A. D. 1913. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing act was published In the Register and Leader 

April 25. 1913 and In the Des Moines Capital April 21" 1913. 
W. S. ALLEN. 
SE't.:'Tetarv of Sta.te. 
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