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LAWS OF THE THIRTY-FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

OHAPTER 212. 
SALII: OF ABANDONED RIVSa OHANNBLS S.l.ND BA-BS OR ISLA.'iDS 

BOUNDA 

II. 

[cH.212 

AN ACT t er one hundre five (185) of t e 
Thirtieth bly and enact berdor, nl.tiD 
appraisem f abandoned r of the Mississip ri 
rivers and treams within t , 11 land. within d 
river channels, and all islands or bars situated in such Jlavi,able waters and authorizing 
the appointment of a commission to ascertain and establish the boundary lines between 
thIS state of Iowa and adjoining states. 

Be it enacted by the General A8sembly of the State of Iowa: 

Repealed. That chapter one hundred and eighty-five (185) of the acts 
of the Thi . I Assembly b me is hereby d 
the follow n lieu thereo 
. ~ECTION horized. T etween high w d 
the center channel of a stream, where I 
has been a 0 that it is no Ie of use, an y 
again to b he purposes , and all Ian h 
abandane rIver c annels, and al ars or IS ands in the c anne s of 
navigable streams not heretofore surveyed or platted by the United States or 
the state of Iowa, and all within the jurisdiction of the state of Iowa shall be 
sold and di&posed of in the manner hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 2. Written applications-by whom made. It shall be the duty 
of the county auditor to file written application with the secretary of state, 
asking that certain land located within the county be surveyed a raised 
and sold, is satisfied th is of the ohar 
plated by 1) of this act. ty auditor fa s 
to make su n, then any p g to purcha d 
may file plication wit ry of state, a e 
said land appraised an said applioa r 
made by t ditor or by a ng to puroh 
shall oontain an accurate description thereof, stating whether the land is 
abandoned river channel, or land within such abandoned river channel. or an 
island or a sand bar in a navigable stream, and giving the number of thetown
ship and range in whioh it is looated, and the seotion numbers if possible, 
and also the estimated aoreage 

SEC. 3. Survey. Upon receiving such application, it shall be the duty of 
the secret to order a c y of such Ian e 
by the cou of the oounty and is situate e 
of the refu ty of such co l' to make suc n 
the secre shall appoint mpetent surv e 
such surv uch survey i report ther d 
notes. sh th the olerk 0 nd office, whi d 
field notes shall constitute the offioial survey of suoh land. 

SEC. 4. Appraisement. Upon the filing of suoh report, with the accom
panying field notes. the secretary of state shall thereupon appoint a commis
sion of three disinterested freeholders of the county wherein the land is situ
ated, to view the land and make appraisement of the value thereof, which 
appraisement shall be returned and filed with the clerk of the state land office 
in the offi etary of state ary of state, . ·t 
necessary go in person lerk of the sta e 
into the c e propel' selec id commill'sio e 
necessary such trip shat he manner he 
vided. 
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SEC. 5. Fees. The surveyor making such survey shall be entitled to 
reoeive the sum of five dollars per day for his services as such surveyor and 
such additional amount as may be agreed upon and necessary for the ser
vioes of ohainmen and other attendants and other necessary expenses, the 
commissioners, for their servioes in making such appraisement shall each be 
entitled to receive five dollars per day, for the actual time employed. 

SEC. 6. Sale-how eJfected-rights of bona ftde occupants. Such 
lands .shall '.Je sold in the following manner: Any person who has in fact 
lived upon any such land and occupied the same, as a home. continuously 
for a period of three or more years immediately prior to the time of the 
appraisement thereof, and such occupancy has been in good faith for the 
purpose of procuring title thereto whenever by law such title could be vested 
in him by purchase from the proper authority , or any person who has acquired 
possession of such land by inheritance, or by purchase made in good faith 
from a former occupant, or occupants, whose occupancy dates back over a 
period of three years prior to the date of appraisement of the land, shall 
have first right to purchase such land at the appraised value; provided such 
bona fide occupant shall file his application for the purchase thereof at the 
appraised value with the secretary of state within sixty (60) days after the 
day the appraisement is made, and shall accompany such application with 
an'idavits showing proof of such bona fide occupancy. if no application has 
been filed by such bona fide occupant within the sixty (60) day period above 
provided, then the secretary of state shall advertise the sale of such land 
once each week for four consecutive weeks in two newspapers of general 
circulation published in the county wherein the land is situated, and proof of 
publioation shall be filed with the secretary of state. The sale shall be made 
upon written bids addressed to the secretary of state and the advertisements 
shall fix the time when suoh bids will be received and opened. All bids shall 
be opened by the secretary of state or by the clerk of the state land office at 
the time fixed, and the land thereupon may be sold to the highest bidder and 
at not less than the appraised value. 

SEC. 7. Lease authorized-lands re-advertised-sale. If no appli
oation is filed for the purchase of the land within the sixty (60) day period 
by a bona fide ocoupant, and if no bids are received for the purchase thereof, 
on or before the date of the sale as advertised, then the secretary of state 
is authorized. to lease the land for a period of from one to five years, upon 
as favorable terms as he can obtain. At tha expiration of such lease he shall 
re-advertise the land for sale in the manner provided in seotion six (6) hereof. 
If no bids for the purchase of the land are received on the date of the second 
advertised sale, then the secretary of state shall submit the matter to the 
executive counoil, and they may either order the land re-appraised in the 
manner provided in section four (4) hereof, and then advertised and sold in 
the manner provided in section six (6) hereof, or if they deem it advisable, 
they may authorize the secretary of state to sell the land for less than the 
appraised value. In such event the secretary of state shall re·advertise the 
land for salein the manner provided in section six (6) hereof, and suoh adver
tisement shall also state that the land will be sold to the highest bidder 
without restrictions as to the appraised value . 
. SEC. 8. Deed or patent. When, upon full compliance with the con

ditions of this act. any person shall become entitled to a deed or patent for 
any land, a deed or patent shall thereupon be executed and delivered to such 
person by the governor, on behalf of the state, duly attested with the seal of 
the state attached thereto. which deed shall, in addition to the usual formal
ities, also recite .the name of the party making applioation to have the la!ld 
surveyed, appraised and sold, the date and the amount of the appraisement, 
the name of the party making final payment and entitled to a deed therefor, 
whether as bonafide occupant or as highest bidder,and also that such deed 
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is given for the purpose of oonveying such title and interest in the land as 
the state may at the time own and possess, and has the rigbt to oonvey. A 
record of such conveyance sh&11 be made and kept by the clerk of the state 
land office of the secretary of state. . 

SEO. 9. Previous survey. Whenever any such land shall be found to 
have been previously surveyed under and by virtue of any order of a court 
of record, and the record of suoh survey has been duly made and preserved, 
then and in that event, in the discretion of the secretary of state, a duly cer
tified transcript of such record, together with the field notes acompanying 
the same, if obtainable, may be filed with the clerk of the state land office in 
the office of secretary of state, and when 80 filed shall obviate the necessity 
for any further survey of suoh land except when such survey becomes neces
sary for the purpose of execution of conveyance thereof, and the record of 
such transcript, when filed, shall constitute the official survey of such land. 

SEC. 10. Boundary commission. If in any proceeding contemplated 
by the provisions of this act, it shall become neoessary to determine the 
boundary line between the state of Iowa and either of the states adjoining. 
the matter sh&11 ~en be at onoe referred to the executive counoil, who shall 
thereupon proceed to confer with the proper authority of suoh adjoining 
state, and if the co-operation of the proper authority of such adjoining state, 
shall be obtained, then the executive oouncil sh&11 appoint a commission of 
three disinterested, competent persons, who shall, in oonjunotion with the 
parties acting for such adjoinin6 state, have authority to ascertain and locate 
the true boundary line between the state of Iowa and suoh adjoining state, 
80 far as the particular land under oonsideration at the time, is concerned. 
The report of the oommissioners with a statement of their findings sh&11 be 
submitted to the exeoutive council, who sh&11 file the same with the olerk of 
the state land affice in the office of the secretary of state. The line so &8Oer
tained and located shall constitute the true and permar.ent boundary line 
between the state of Iowa and suoh other state to the extent such line shall 
be so ascertainable and located. 

BEC.11. Oommission-how oonBtituted-compenBation. The mem
bers of the commission shall be selected with reference to their fitness for 
the duties required and at least one of them shall be a competent surveyor and 
civil engineer. They shall receive for their services such amount as the 
executive council may deem reasonable, to be oertified by the executive 
council to the auditor of state, who shall draw his warrant for the amount, 
and the same shall be paid out of the general fund. 

BEC.12. Purchase money refunded-when. If the grantee of the 
state, or his successors, administrators, or assigns, shall be deprived of the 
land conveyed by the state under this act by the fin&1 decree of a court of 
record for the reason that the oonveyance by the state passed no title what
ever to the land therein described, because title thereto had previously 
for any reason been vested in others, then the money so paid the 
state for the said land, sh&11 be refunded by the state to the person 
or persons entitled thereto, provided the said grantee, or his sucoessors, 
administrators or assigns, sh&11 file a certified copy of the transoript of the said 
final deoree with the exeoutive oouncil within one year from the date of the 
issuance of suoh decree, and shall also file satisfactory proof with the executive 
council that the action over the title to the land was commenced within ten 
(10) years from the date of the issuance of patent or deed by the state. The 
amount of money to be rt'lfunded under the provisions of this section shall be 
certified by the executive oouncil to the auditor of state, who shall draw hiB 
warrant therefor, and the same shall be paid out of the gener&1 fund. 

BEC. 13. Sales and leases for cash. All s&1es and leases of land under 
the provisions of this act shall be for cash. All money received for such 
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sales and leases, shall be paid into the ... te treasury by the seoretary of 
state. 

SEC. 14. Expenses of survey, appraisement and advertising-how 
patel. The expenses of the. survey and the appraisement, the expenses of 
the secretary of state or the clerk of the state land office in making the trip 
into the county to seleot the oommissioners to appraise the land, the expenses 
of advertising and re-advertising the sale of the land, and the expenses of 
re-appraising whenever suoh ra-appraisement is deemed necessary, shall be 
certified by the secretary of state to the auditor of state, who shall draw his 
warrant for the amount, and the same shall be paid out of the general fund. 

8EC.15. Lands in possession of person or corporation for ten or 
more year&-how sold. Provided. however, if any lands in tbe present or 
in any former channel of any navigable river, or island therein, or any lands 
formed by aooretion or avulsion in oonsequenoe of the ohanges of the 
channel of any such river, have been for ten years or more in the possession 
of any person, company or oorporation, or of his or its grantors or prede
cessors in interest under a bona fide claim" of ownership, and the person, 
company or corporation so in possession, or his or its grantors or prede
oessors in interest, have paid state or county taxes upon said lands for a 
period of five years, and have in good faith and under bona fide claim of title, 
made valuable improvements thereon. and also in any other oase where, in 
the judgment of the executive oounoil, the person in possession of any land 
subjeot to the provisions of this act, has. in equity and good oonsoienoe, a 
substantial interest therein, then the said lands shall be sold to the person, 
oompany or corporation so in possession thereof as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 16. Notice-action to determine title an4 valu&-patent. When 
any person, company or corporation so in possession of any such lands shall 
give to the secretary of state written notioe of his or its olaim. or whenever 
the executive counoil shall deem it advisable. it shall be the duty of the 
attorney general to bring an aotion in equity, in the distriot oourt of the 
county in which said lands are situated, against the party in possession 
thereof to determine the title of the state to suoh lands, and the value 
thereof, exclusive of improvements made thereon by the oocupant or by his 
or its grantors or predecessors in interest. If the person, company or cor
poration in possession of such land shall, after the oourt has determined 
the value thereof as herein provided, tender to the secretary of state the 
amount adjudged to be the value of said lands, exolusive of improvements 
made thereon by the occupant or by his or its grantors or predecessors in 
interest., a deed or patent of such land shall be executed by the governor, 
attested by the secretary of state, and delivered to the person. company or 
oorporation making such tender, as provided by law. If the person, com
pany or corporation so in possession shall fail to pay to the state the amount 
80 adjudged within six months after the final determination of the action 80 
brought by the state, then said lands shall be subject to the other prOvisions 
of this act. 

SEC. 17. Applications under former law-depoBit money refunded. 
All applications for the purchase of any such lands. filed under the provisions 
of chapter one hundred and eighty-five (185) of the acts of the Thirtieth Gen
eral Assembly, shall, ifthe applicants 80 desire, stand as applications under 
this aot. and such land shall, unless the same fan within the provisions of 
sections fifteen (15) and sixteen (16) hereof. be appraised and sold as herein 
provided. If the land described in any application is covered by the provi
sions of sections fifteen (15) and sixteen (161 of this act, and notice thereof is 
given to the secretary of state as provided in section sixteen (16) hereof, no 
deed or patent of such land, or any part thereof, shall be exeouted or issued 
until the title thereto shall have been established by the court as herein pro
vided. If t~e party making such applioation, or his assignee, does not desire 
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to proseoute his applioation, or if he does not purchase the land under this act, 
then all of the money deposited by him with the secretary of state under the pro
visions of ohapter one hundred and eighty-five (185) of the aots of the Thirtieth 
General Assembly, shall be repaid to said applioant by the seoretary of state; 
and if any part of the maney 80 deposited has been expended by the seoretary 
of state, then the amount so expended shall be oertified by the secretary of 
state to the auditor of state, who shall draw his warrant upon the general 
fund in favor of the person entitled thereto. 

SEC. 18. In effeot. This act, being deemed 8f immediate importanoe. 
shall take effect and be in force from and after its publication in the Register 
and Leader and Des Moines Daily Capital, newspapers published in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

Approved April 6, A. D. 1906. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing act was published in the Register and Leader, April 

7, 1906, and the D~s Moines DAily I,;apital, April 9, 1906. 
W. B. MARTIN. 

Secretary of SIGH. 

CHAPTER 213. 
AGRIOt1LTt1~AL BXPERUIBNT STATION. 

R ••• 01. 

AN ACT to grant legislative assent to the more complete endowment and maintenance 
of tbe agricultural experiment station of the Iowa state college of agriculture and the 
mecha.nic arts. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SECTION 1. Legislative assent to oongressional grant. That legisl~· 
tive aSl:lent be and is hereby given to the purpose of the grant authorized by 
the congressional act, approved March 16. 1906, and that in acoordance with 
requirements thereof the state agrees to devote the moneys thus reoeived to 
the more oomplete endowment and maintenance of the agrioultural experi
ment station of the Iowa state college of agrioulture and the meohanio arts 
as provided in said act of congress. 

SEC. 2. In effect. This aot, being deemed of immediate importanoe, 
shall be in force from and after the date of its publication in the Register 
&: Leader and the Des Moines Daily Capital, newspapers published in Des 
Moines, Iowa. 

Approved April 9, A. D. 1906. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing act was published In the Des Moines Dally Capital, 

April 11, 1906, and tbe Register and Luder, April 13, 1906. 
W. B. MARTIN. 

Secr.ttlry of St.u. 

CHAPTER 214. 
OOLLBOTI0N AND D18POS.\L 01' 8&WAGB AND OONSTRUOTION 01' SBWBRS OVIlR THI 

GROUNDS 01' THE A~RIOt1LTJRl.L COLLB~B. 

.. •• 1111. 

AN ACT authorlziDR' the R'overninl{ board of tbe Iowa Itate college of agrtculture aDd 
mechanllZ arts to contract with the city of Ames concerning the collection and disposal of 
sewage and the construction of sewers across the college grounds. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

SBCTION 1. Colleotion and disposal of sewage. That the governing 
board of the Iowa state college of agrioulture &: mechanio arts is hereby 
empowered to enter into such oontraots with the oity of Ames ooncerniag 
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