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includine; consolidated corporations created pursuant to the 
laws of this and of any adjoining state or states, shall have the 
power, in Buch manner, under Buch regulations, and to such 
an extent as may be prescribed by its board of directors, and 
assented to by at least two-thirds of the capital stock then out-
standing of such corporation, to confer upon the holders of Railroad cor
its bonds or other obhgations issued to eVIdence or secure its ~ii~~lrt~8t!:1_ 
indebtedness, or upon the holders of any particular class of ~o)~~rA ~o yote 
such bonds or obligations, the right to vote for directors of or reo ora. 

such corporation, and also the right to choose from among 
the holders of the bouds of such corporation one or more 
members of its board of directors_ 

SEC. 2. This act being deemed of immediate importance PublicatioD 
shall take effect from and after its publication in the Iowa o)ause, 

State Reguter and the Des Moines Leader, newspapers pub-
lished in the city of Des Moines, Iowa. 

Approved April 13, 1894. 
I hereby certify that the foregoing act was published In the Io\va 

State /legiBler April 14, and the Des Moines Leader April 15, 1894. 
W, M. McFARLAND, Secretary oj State, 

CHAPTER 24. 

AN ACT definin(r the powers of railroad companies, with reference s. F.l88. 
to the securities of other companies. 

Be it enacted by the General A88em'bly of tne State of 1qwa: 
SECTION 1. Any railroad company now or hereafter to be Railway com

organized under the laws of this stute, or any railroad company ~':al~::lor 
operating a railroad in this state under the authority of the laws o~ber compa
tliereof, shall have power and is hereby authorized to acquire Del. 

and LO own and to hold either the whole or any eart of the 
stock or bonds or other securities of any other rmlroad com-
pany of this or any adjoining state. 

Approved March 19, 1R94. 

CHAPTER 25. 
AN ACT to protect persons and property from danger at grade cross- R F,807 

ings of one railroad over another, or over swing or draw bridges,' . 
anil at junction points, by providing for safety devices thereat. 

B6 it tmaeted by the General ..A.88e'J'nl>l;y of tM State of Iqwa: 
SECTION 1. That when, and in case two or more railroads RaII\\'&18 

crossing each other at a common grade, or any railroad croBsing ~C;::!~~ ::ad ... 
a stream by swing or draw bridge, shall equip such crossing 
or bridge with an interlocking switch system, or other suit-
able safety device, rendering it safe for engines or trains to 
pass over such crossings or bridge without stopping, and if 
such interlocking switch system, or other safety devices, shall 
be approved by the :Railroad Commissioners, then and in 
that case, it is hereby made lawful for the en~nes and trains 
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of such railroad or railroads to pass over such crossings or 
bridge without stopping, any law or the provisions of any law 
now in force to the contrary notwithstanding; and all such 

Conftlctlng other provisions of law contrary thereto are hereby dec1ar«}d 
~~~I:~IB. not to be applicable in snch case. 

SBO. 2. That in case where the tracks of two or more rail
roads cross each other at a common grade in this state, any 
company owning anyone of snch tracks, whose managers 
may desire to unite with others in protecting such crossing 

Interlooklngor with interlocking or other safety device and shall be unable 
athrr Barety to agree with such others on the matter, may file in the dis-

BV ceo trict court, sittinll in equity, of the county in which such 
Petition to crossing is located, a petition @tating the facts of the situation 
court. and asking said court to order such crossing to be protected 

by interlOCKing or other safety device. Said petition shall be 
accompanied by a plan showing the location of all tracks and 
switches, and upon the filing tnereof notice shall be given to 
each company or person owning or operating any track 
involved in such crossing. And the said court, or a judge 
thereof, if said petition shall be filed in vacation, shall thereu pon 

81teof crosslug cause a view of the site of such crossing to be had by a com
r!~~~ by missioner to be appointed by the court or judge for such pur

~se, and shall as soon as practicable appoint a time and 
place for the hearing of such cause as II. suit in equity. It 
shall be the duty of the court in which any such cause shall 
be pending to require the issues to be made up at the first 

PreoedeDae of term of the court to which soch cause is brought, which shall 
:~::s~therbe the trial term, and to give the same precedence over other 

civil business. 
Procedure by At the time and place named for hearing. on less the hear-
the court. ing is for good cause continned, such court shall proceed 

to try the question of whether or not the crossing shall be 
protected by interlocking or other safety device, and shall 
give all companies aDd parties interested an opportunity 
to submit evidence and be fully heard; and after soch hear
ing said court shall enter a decree granting or denying such 

Decree If petition, and in case the same is granted, such decree shall 
=t;tbeB~~~~ prescribe an interlocking or other safety device for such cross
t, device. ing. and aU other matters which may be deemed proper to 

the efficient protection of such crossing. and in such decree 
the court shall designate the proportion of the cost of the 
construction of such plant and of the expense of maintaining 

Compaules to and operatinll the same, which each of the companies or per
rr~::r.'t~::. 80ns concerned shall pay, and shall also fix the time within 

which the erection of such appliance shall be begun. 
Railway. here· SBO. 3. In case. however, one railroad company shall 
:~~:~~.~ng hereafter seek to cross with its track or tracks the track or 
level. tracks of another railroad, and a crossinll other than at grade 

shall be impracticable, so as to make necessary a crossing at 
a common level, the railroad company seeking to cross at 
grade shall, upon the application of the company owning or 
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operating the existing road, be compelled to interlock such 
crossing to the satisfaction of such court, sitting in equity, in 
the county, in which such proposed crossing shall be located, 
ar.d pay the cost of such appliauce; and in the event of the 
railroad companies interested, failing to agree upon the divis- Failure to 
ion of expense of maintaining and operating said interlocking ~f:r:i:: :; 
switch, said court shall apportion the amount to be paid byexpen.e •. 
each;pl'ovided, this section shall not apply to crossings over 
sidetracks only; andpl'ovided further, that in any cause aris-
ing under this section the same provision as to making up of 
issues and precedence over other civil business as is made in 
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section 2 hereof, shall apply. 
SEa. 4. If, in any case contemplated in the preceding Where more 

sections the crossinO's shall be of two railroads only then than two road. ,,.. , are interested. 
and in snch case, the court shall not apportion to either 
therof, less than one-third (t) of the cost as provided by sec-
tion 2 or section 3, as the case may be, and if more than 
two roads shall in auy case be involved, the court shall not 
apportion to anyone thereof, less than two-thirds (i) of an 
equal share of such cost. 

SEa. 5. Any decree made pursuant to sections 2 and 3 P:'~ee 8ubjeot 
hereof, shall be subject to changes or modifications at any c ange. 
subsequent term, on due cause tl.lerefor being shown to the 
court. 
. SEO. 6. Whenever interlocking or other safety devices are Where law ha. 
constructed and maintained in compliance with sections 2 or:U~ r:':!r:~ 
3 of this act, then and in that case it shall be lawful for the to ~ro::l:::c. 
en2ines and trains of such railroad or railroads to pass over ~~f :loP. 
said crossings without stopping, any law now in force to the 
contrary notwithstanding, and all such other provisions of 
law contrary thereto are hereby declared not to be applicable 
in such cases. . 

Approved March 19, 1894:. 

CHAPTER 26. 
AN ACT authorizing railway corporations to mortltage their prop- s. F.I48. 

erty for certain purposes: 

Be it 61UWted 'by tM General .A.88emJJly of the State of Iowa, 
Q,IJ follow8: 

SEa. 1. That any railway corporation organized under the Rallwaycorpo
laws of this state is hereby authorized to mortgage its prop- r::~o= ~n::t?r
erty and franchises, in whole or in part, to secure bonds gage ita P,roP-d 
. db' f d ., d bt d t . erty to re un 188ue y It to re un or pay Its 10 e ('! ness, or 0 Improve or pay indebt-
or develop its property, or for the purpose o~ effecting the edoe ••• 

object of It8 incorporation, such bonds to be iS8ued in such 
amounts, to run for such len¢h of time, to be payable within 
or without this state, and to bear such rate of interest, (not to Interest. 
exceed the legal rate in' this state at the time of issue), as the 
company issuing the same shall determine. 
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