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[73] CHAPTER 54. 

BURLINGTON CITY CHARTER. 

AN ACT to incorporate and establlsh the city of Burlington, and for revising and repeal
lDg all laws and parts of laws heretofore enacted on that subject. 

B8 it enacted by tke Oouncil and House of Representatives of tke TerritOf'1l 
Of Iowa. 

[74] SECTION 1. Boundaries described and contentl d.ecla.red a city-in. 
habitants a body politio-na.me, city of Burlington-all corporate powers. 
That all that part of the territory included in the ~ollowing defined limits, 
to-wit·: Beginning on the west bank of the MIssissippi river, in the county of 
Des Moines, at a point where the southern bo.undary line of the official survey 
of the town of Burlington, made by authority of the United States, strikes 
said river; thence with the said southern boundary line to the southwestern 
corner of said survey; thence with the western boundary of said survey to 
the northwestern corner of said survey; thence with the northwestern bound
ary line of said survey to where the same strikes the Mississippi river; thence 
due east to the middle of the main channel of said river; thence down the 
middle of the main channel thereof to a point in said main channel due east 
from the place of beginning, and thence due west to the place of beginning 
shall be and hereby is declared to be a city, and the inhabitants thereof are 
created a body corporate and politic with perpetual succession by the name 
and style of the city of Burlington; and as such by that name shall be capable 
in law of contracting and being contracted with, of sueing and being sued, 
pleading and being impleaded, answering and being answered unto, in all 
courts and places and in all matters whatsoever, and also of purchasing, using. 
occupying, enjoying and conveying real, personal and mixed estate, and may 
have and use a corporate seal, and change, alter and renew the same at 
pleasure, and shall be competent to have, exercise and enjoy all the rights, 
immunities, powers and privileges, and be subject to all the duties and ob
ligations incumbent upon and appertaining to a municipal corporation, and 
for the better ordering and governing said city, the exercise of the corporate 
powers of the same, hereby and herein granted, and the administration of 
its fiscal, prudential and municipal concerns, with the conduct, direction and 
government thereof. shall be vested in a mayor and board of aldermen, con
sisting of two members from each ward, to be denominated the city council. 
together with such other officers as are hereinafter mentioned and provided 
for. 

[75] SEC. 2. City· invested with all powers, property, etc., &I heretofore 
held-no suit at law to abate by the change. That the said city of Burling
ton, ~han be, and hereby, is investf'd as the lawful owner and proprietor with 
all the real, personal and mixed estate. and all the rights Rnd privilegf's 
thereof, together with aU the property. funds and reVf'nues. and all moneys, 
debts, accounts and demands due and owing, or in any wise belonging to said 
city; or which by, or under the authority of any former a,ct or acts, have 
been acquired. vested in or is, or may be, owing or belonging to the city of 
Burlington; and the same are hereby transferred to the corporate body created 
and established by this act; and all suits pending and judgments recovered 
by, in favor of, or against said city of Burlington, together with all rights, 
interests, claims and demands in favor of, or against said city of Burlington 
together with all rights, interests, claims and demands in favor of, and against 
the same, may be continued, prosecuted. defended and collected in the same 
manner as though this act had never been passed, 
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SEc. 3. Mayor to be e1.ecWd annually, lat Monday, J'ebruary-he mut be 
a resident of 3 yeara-each ward to elect 2 aldermen, residents of two yean
mayor and aldermen to constitute city council-majority a quorum--counci1, 
to be judges of election returns and qu.ali1lcations of their members, may com
pel members to attend, under penalty,-aJ.derman's term 1 year-shall elect 
pro tem. president. That the qualified electors of said city shall on the first 
Monday in February, annually, elect a mayor who shall have resided in said 
city, three years; and the qualified electors of each ward in said city, shall 
at the same time elect two aldermen, who shall have resided in said city two 
years, and shall be residents and inhabitants of the ward in which they shall 
be elected; and the mayor and aldermen so elected, when assembled together 
and duly organized, shall constitute the city council, a majority of the whole 
number of whom, shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the transac
tion of business; they shall be the judges of the election returns, ~pd qualifica
tions of their own members, and shall continue in office for the'term of one 
year, and until their "uccessors shall be chosen and qualified. They shall 
determine the rules of their proceedings, and keep a journal thereof, which 
shall be open to the inspection and examination of every citizen; and may 
compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and under such 
penalties as they shall think fit to prescribe. And they shall meet in some 
convenient place, in said city on the second Monday in February, and after 
taking the oath of office before some officer qualified to administer oaths, they 
shall elect from their own body. a president pro tempore. 

SEc. 4. People to elect treasurer annually, he to exercise lawful powen 
not speci1led herein; city ma.rshal. to be annually elected, and perform dutis 
not specifled herein-recorckT to be annually elected, to keep record of, and 
duties required by, council. That there shall be elected by the qualified voters 
of said city, on the first Monday of February, annually, a treasurer who shall 
hold his office for the term of one year, and until his successor shall be 
chosen and qualified. He shall perform such duties and exercise such powers 
not herein and by this act specified, as may be lawfully required of him by 
the ordinances of said city. There shall also be elected by the qualified voters 
of said city on the first Monday of February. annually [76) a city marshal, 
who shall hold his office one year, and until his successor be chosen and 
qualified; who shall perform such duties and exercise such powers not her.ein 
specified as may be lawfully required of him by the ordinances of said city. 
There shall also be elected by th.e qualified elE'ctors of said city on the first 
Monday of February, annually, a city recorder, who shall hold his office for 
one year, and until his successor be chosen and qualified; whose duty it shall 
be to keep a regular and correct journal of the proceedings of the council, 
and perform such other duties as may bE' lawfully required of him by the 
ordinances of said city. 

SEC. 5. Mayor to give 10 days' notice of election, by proclamation; election 
from 8 or 10 a. m., to 4 p. m., returns to be made to the mayor within two days, 
except those for mayor which go to the president pro tem.; mayor and pro 
tem. president to open returns; persons having most votes elected-if no 
choice, ma.yor to order new election; persons elected to be notified by marshal, 
and qualifted in ten days, or office be vacant; council to appoint judges and 
clerks of election. That in all elections for city officers, it shall be the duty 
of the mayor to issue a proclamation to the qualified voters of said city. or 
to those of the respective wards, as the case may require, setting forth the 
time of such elections, the place or places where the same shall be held, the 
officer or officers to be chosen. and cause such proclamation to be posted up 
in three of the most public placf's in said city at least ten days previous to 
such election. And every such election shall be 0pE'ned between the hours of 
eight and ten o'clock in the forenoon, and continue open until four o'clock 
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in the afternoon; and shaU in all things be conducted agreeably to the laws 
regulating township elections for the time being. And it shall be, the duty 
of the judges of such elections in the several wards, within two days there
after, to make and direct the returns thereof to the mayor of the 'said city, 
at his office, in the same manner that election returns are required to be 
made by the township trustees for the time being: provided, that in all elec
tions for mayor, the returns thereof shall be made and directed to the presi
dent, pro tempore of the city council. And the mayor and president pro 
tempore of the city council, as the case may be, shall within five days after 
any such election, open the returns which have been made to him as afore
said. and shall make an abstract of all the votes, and file the same with the 
city recorder, who shall make a record thereof in a book to be kept by him 
for that purpose; and the person or persons having the highest number of 
votes shall ie declared duly elected; but if from any cause, the qualified 
voters of saId city, or of any of the respective wards, as the case may be, 
should fail to effect any election at the time and in the manner herein pro
vided, the mayor shall forthwith issue his proclamation for a second or other 
election "Which in all things shall be notified, conducted, regulated and the 
returns thereof made, as in and by this act is prescribed; and the person 
or persons who shall be chosen at any such second or other election, shall 
hold his or their office until the next stated period for the [77] choice of a 
successor or successors. And it shall be the duty of the mayor or president 
pro tempore of the city council, immediately to notify such person or per
sons as may be elected as aforesaid, of his or their election, by causing a 
written notice thereof to be served upon him or them by the city marshal. 
And every person so chosen or elected as aforesaid, shall within ten days 
after his election, cause himself to be qualified to enter upon the duties of 
his office, and in default thereof, the office to which he shnllhave been elected, 
shall be deemed and considered in law to be vacant. And it shall be the 
duty of the city council to prescribe the time and manner, and provide the 
place or places of holding all elections in said city, for city officers. and of 
making the returns thereof, not herein otherwise directed and prescribeii. 
And the said city council shall appoint judges and clerks for all city elections. 

SEC. 6. IDha.bitants 21 years of age to vote-auspected or cI1alleuged vow 
to be sworn. That each and every white male inhabitant above the age of 
twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident in said city six months 
immediately preceding any election for the election of city officers, shall be 
deemed a qualified voter of said city; and shall b.e entitled to vote in the 
ward in which he resides, for mayor, aldermen. treasurer, and such other 
officer or officers as are in and by this .act directed to be chosen by the qualified 
voters of said city, or of the respective wards therein, and all others, which 
by public ordinance may be required to be chosen or elected. And when 
any ·person shall present himself to give his vote, and either of the judges 
shall suspect that such person does not possess the requisite qualification of 
an elector, or if his vote shall bc challenged by any elector who has pre
viously given his vote at such election. the jud~cs of each election shall tender 
to such person an oath or affirmation in the following form to-wit: I. (A. B.) 
do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I have been a r.esident 
of this city six months immediately preceding this election-am a resident 
of this ward, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, have attained the 
age of twenty-one years, and that I have not voted at this election. 

SEC. 7. Oouncilmen not to accept any city ofllce or be interes.ted in any 
contract during his term. That no member of the city council shall be eligible 
to any office within the gift of the city council. during the year for which 
he may have been elerted; nor shall any member of th(' city council be in· 
terested directly or indirectl)·, in the profit of any contract or job for work 
or services to be performed for the city. 
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SEC. 8. :Mayor to put in force the laws, to sign all laws, etc.; see them 
published, preside in council and have ca.sti.Dg vote. That it shall be the 
duty of the mayor to be vigilant and active at all times, in causing the laws 
and ordinances of said city to be put in force and duly executed. He shall 
keep the seal of said city, and [78] all of the records, papers and official 
documents thereunto belonging. He shall sign all by-laws and ordinances 
adopted and passed by the city council; and see that the same are published 
at least six days before they go into effect. He shall preside, when present, 
at the meetings of the city council and be denominated president of the same; 
and, when there is a tie, shall give th~ casting vote. He shall do and per
form such other duties as the city council may prescribe and determine, not 
inconsistent with the provisions of this charter and the dignity of his office. 

SEC. 9. Oftlcers to take oath and give bond when required. That the 
treasurer, marshal, recorder, and all other officers under the government of 
said city shall, before entering upon the duties of their respective offi~es, 
take an oath or affirmation to support the constitution of the United States, 
and the organic law of this territory, and faithfully and impartially to per
form. the several duties of the offi~s to which they may be respectively 
elected or appointed, and when required shall give such bond to said city 
with good and sufficient security in such sum or sums, and with such condi
tions thereto, as the city council may from time to time direct. and in all 
cases not herein before provided for, shall respectively be allowed and re
ceive such fees and compensation for their services, and be liable to such fines, 
penalties and forfeitures for negligence, carelessness. misconduct in offi~, and 
positive violation of duty, as the said city council shall order and determine. 

SEC. 10. Oouncil to provide places for meeting open to the public. That 
the city council shall provide the times and places of holding their meetings 
not herein otherwise provided for, which shall at all times be open for the 
public, they shall provide by ordinance for the election by the qualified voters 
of said city, of such other city officers whose election is not herein otherwise 
provided for, as shall be necessary for the good government of said city, and 
the due exercise of its corporate powers, and which shall have been provided 
for by ordinance, and all city officers whose term of service is not prescribed 
and w'hose powers and duties are not defined in and by this act, shall per
form such duties, exercise such powers, and continue in office for such term 
of time. not exceeding one year, as shall be prescribed by ordinance. 

SEC. 11. Oouncil to :811 vacancies; president pro tem. to act in mayor's 
absence. That whenever the office of mayor, councilmen, treasurer, marshal, 
recorder or other officer in and by this act specified or provided for, shall 
become vacant by d.eath, resignation. removal from the city or otherwise. it 
shall be the duty of the council as soon as may be, to appoint some suitable 
person having the req)lisite qualifications, to fill such vacancy, and the per
BOn so appointed shall continue in office during the remainder of the term 
for which his pred- [791-ecessor was elected or appointed. and in case of sick
ness or temporary absence of the mayor. the duties of his office, during such 
sickness or temporary absence, shall be discharged by the president pro tem., 
who shall be obeyed and respected accordingly. 

SEC. 12. Council to publish ordinances: to punish offences against inhabi
bonts; if contra.Ty to law of territory, void. That the said city council shall 
have power, and it is hereby madE' their, duty, to make and publish from 
time to time all such ordinances as shall be necessary to secure said city, and 
the inhabitants thereof. against injuries by fire. thieves, robbel'R, burgI.arl! 
and all other persons violating the puhlic peace. for the supression of riots 
and gambling, and indecent anel disorderly conduct. for the punishment of 
all lewd and lascivious bt>havior in tht> streets, and other puhlic places of said 
city; they shall have power from time to time, to make and publish all such 
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laws and ordinances as to them shall seem necessary to provide for the safe
ty, preserve the health, promote the prosperity, and improve the morals, order, 
comfort and convenience of said city, and the inhabitants thereof; to im
pose fines, forfeitures and penalties on all persons offending against the 
laws and ordinances of said city, and provide for the prosecution, recovery 
and collection thereof; and shall have power to regulate by ordinance the 
keeping and sale of gunpowder within the city: provided, that all laws or 
ordinances passed by said city council, conflicting in any wise with the 
statute laws of this territory, shall be null and void, and of no effect. 

SEO. 13. Council to organize ftre companies and provide appantus; to con· 
struct landings, fix wharfage, etc. That the said city council shall have 
power to establish and organize all fire companieH and provide them with 
proper engines and such other instruments as shall be necessary to extin. 
guish fire, and preserve the property of the inhabitants of said city from 
conflagration, and they shall have power to establish and constru~t landing 
plaees, wharves, docks and basins in said city, at or on any of the city prop
erty, and fix the rates of landing, wharfage, and dockage of all steam boats, 
boats, rafts and other water crafts and of all goods, wares, merchandise, 
produce and other articles' that may be moored at, landed on or taken from 
any landing, wharf, dock or basin belonging to said city. 

SEC. 14. On application of three-fourths of owners on any squa.re, council 
to prescribe manner of building. That for the purpose of more effectually 
securing said city from the destructive ravages of fire, the said city council, 
shall have power and authority, and for such purpose they are h~reby em
powered and authorized, on the application of three-fourths of the whole 
number of owners or proprietors of any square or fractional square in said 
city to prohibit in the most effectual manner, the erection of any building or 
the addition to any building before erected more than ten feet high in any 
such square or fractional square, except the outer walls thereof, shall be 
composed entirely of brick or stone and mortar, and to provide [801 for the 
most prompt removal of any building or addition to any building which may 
be erected contrary to the true intent and meaning of this section. 

SEC. 15. Councils to regulate &11 taverns, exhibitions, etc., etc.; to grant 
licenses to the same; to revoke licenses if necessary; existing ferries Dot to 
be disturbed That the city council shall have power, and it is hereby made 
their duty to regulate by ~ood and wholesome laws and ordinances for that 
purpose all taverns. ale and porter shops and houses, and places of significant 
and habitual resorts for tippling and intemperance where spiritous liquors 
ar~ sold or used by a less quantity than a quart. and all other houses of 
public ofntertainment in said \city-all theatric'al exhibitions, and publi<s 
shows and all exhibitions of whatever name or nature, to which admission 
is obtained on the payment of money or any other teward, and all ferries 
across the MissiRsippi river, from said city to the opposite shore, and to im
pose reasonable fines and p('nalties for the violation of any such laws and or
dinances. And the said city council shall havf> full and exclusive power to 
grant or refuse license to tavern keepers, inn holders. retailers of spirituous 
liquors by less quantity than a quart, kef>pers of ale and porter houses, and 
shops and all other houses of public entertainment. Showmen. keeJK'rs and 
managers of theatrical exhibitionR. and othf>r exhibitions for money or other 
reward. auctioneerR for the sale of horses and other domf>stic anima]g at pub
lic auction in the strf>f>ts, lanes, a]]eYR and commons of said city, and keepers 
of ff>rries from said city across the Mississippi to the opposite shore: and in 
~antin~ any such lic('nRf>, it shall be lawful for said city council to exact. de
mand and recf>ive such sum or snms of mODf>Y as they shall think fit and expe
dient; to annex thereto such reasonable terms and conditions in re~ard to time 
and place and othf>r circumstancl's under which such Jicensf> shall be acted 
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upon, as in their opinion the peace, quiet and good order of society and said 
city may require, and for the violation of such reasonable terms and con
ditions as aforesaid, the. city council shall have power to revoke or suspend 
any such license, whenever the good order and welfare of said city may re
quire it, in such manner as shall be provided for by ordinance: provided, that 
no power herein granted to the said city council shall be so construed as to 
impair, interfere with, or in any way affect any right or rights, now existing 
by virtue of any acts heretofore passed by the legislative authority of this 
territory, establishing ferries across the Mississippi river, opposite the town 
of Burlington, in Des Moines co~ty. 

SEC. 16. Oounell to remove all nuisances i proprietoR to flU up lands oc
casionally overftowed; they falling, council to do so, and assess costs on lot; 
cost to be collected by sale of lot if necessary-proprietoR may redeem iD 
one year. That the city council shall have power, and they are hereby, 
authorized to require and compel the abatement and removal of all nuisances 
within the limits of said city, under such regulation& as shall be prescribed 
by ordinance; to cause all grounds therein where [81] water shall at any 
time become stagnant to be raised, filled up, or drained, and to cause all 
putrid substances, whether animal or vegetable to be removed; and to effect 
these objects, the said city council may from time to time, give order to the 
proprietor or proprietors or to his or their agents, and to the non-resident 
proprietors who have no agents therein, notice by publication in one or more 
of the newspapers printed in sl\.id city, for the period of two weeks, of all 
or any grounds subject at any time to be covered with stagnant waters, to 
fill up, raise, or drain such grounds at their own expense; and the said city 
council shall designate how high such grounds shall be filled up and raised, 
or in what manner they shall be drained, and fix some reasonable time for 
filling up, raising, or draining the same; and if such proprietor or proprie
tors, or agents, shall refuse or neglect to fill up, raise, or drain such grOlmds 
in such manner and .within such time as the said city council shall have 
designated and fixed, they shall cause the same to be done at the expense 
of the city, and assess the amount of the .expenses thereof on the 10i or lots 
of grounds so filled up, raised, or drained as aforesaid, and place the assess
ment so made as aforesaid, in the hands of the city collector, who shall pro. 
ceed to collect the same by the sale of such lot or lots, if n·ot otherwise paid 
in such manner and under such restrictions and regulations as may be pre
scribed by ordinance: provided, the proprietor or proprietors shall bave 
the privilege and right to redeem such lot or lots within one year after 
such sale, by paying to the purchaser or purchasers the amount by them 
paid, together with ten per cent. interest on the same. 

SEO. 17. Councn to appoint supervisoR, etc., and collect $1 from each 
liable person, as road tax: may prohibit aDjma11 from running at large; 
may Jieeme carta, etc., and Jivery stables, brokers and loan oftlces. That said 
city council shall have the exclusive power of appointing supervisors and other 
officers of tbe streets and of the highways within the said city, and of col· 
lecting in money or labor, any sum not exceeding one dollar annually, as a road 
tax, from each and every person liable, by law, to pay such tax, or to labor 
on the highways; they shall have the power whenever the public convenience 
01' safety shall require it, to prohibit hogs, cattle, horses and other descrip
tion of animals from running at large in the streets, lanes, alleys. commons 
and other public places in said city; they shall have power to license and 
regulate all carts, wagons and drays, and every description of two and four 
wheeled carriages which may be kept in said city for hire; and aU· livery 
stables, brokf'rs and loan offices. 

SFO. 18. Money to be placed in treasury, and not paid except by order of 
GOUDCll. That all moneys raised, recover~d, received or collected by means 
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of any tax, license, penalt~·, fines, forfeiture or otherwise, under the author
ity of this act, or which may belong to said city, shall be paid into the city 
treasury, and shall not be drawn therefrom except [82] by order or under 
the authority of the city council. And it shall be the duty of the city council 
to liquidate and settle aU claims and demands against said city; and to 
require all officers, agents or other persons entrusted with the disbursement 
or expenditure of the public mone~·. to account to them therefor, at such 
time and in such manner as they may direct; and they shall annually pub
lish for the information of the citizens, a particular statement of the receipts 
and expenditures of all public moneys belonging to said city, and also of all 
debts due and owing to and from the same. And the said city council shall 
have pO'Yer to pass aU such laws and ~rqinances as may be necessary and 
proper to carry into effect the powers herein. and by this act, granted. 

SEC. 19. Before laws of counell aTe binding they must be approved and 
published. That every law or ordinance of said city before it shall be of any 
force or validity, or in any manner binding on the inhabitants thereof, or 
others, shall be signed by the mayor and published in one or more news-
papers of said cit~· at least six days. , 

SEC. 20. Defines the meaning of the term 'owner.' That for the purpose 
of opening or improving any stre~t. lane, alley, market space, public landing 
or common, or other purposes, the term owner or owners used in this act, is 
hereby declared to mean any person or persons who may own any lease upon 
lands for any term not less than ninety-nine years, renewable forever, or 
any freehold estate. either for life or otherwise, upon any ground to be affected 
by petition; and such tax shall be a lien upon the real estate upon which 
it may be assessed, from the time of filing such petition, until it shall be 
fully paid and satisfied. 

SEC. 21. Oouncil to regulate grades. Tbat said city council shall have 
exclusive power to establish and regulate the grades of the wharves, streets 
and banks along the ::\Iississippi river, within the corporate limits of said 
city. 

SEC. 22. Justices to issue process for corporation, try offenders; may sum
mon jury; convicted persons liable for costs; if cleared, corporation to pa.y; 
ma.y commit to Des Moines county ja.il. That the justices of the peace in said 
city shall have full power and authority. and it is hereby made their duty 
at such times as the same. by the city authorities. shall be required of them, 
or any of them, to issue all needful process for the apprehension of offenders. 
against the by-laws, ordinance!'! and regulations of said city; and to hold 
a court for the trial of all offenders within the said city, and the same to 
fine, imprison or discharge, as the by-laws. ordinances and regulations of said 
city and the facts of the ca!'!e may require. And for that purpose. the~r and 
each of them are authorized and required to cause to come before them. 
when necessary, a jury of !'!ix citizens of said city who shall be qualified 
voters of Raid city. And all snch offenders, on conviction, shaH be liable 
for the costs of prosecution. and judgment Rhall go accordingly; and in case 
of acquittal, the same sllall be paid by the corporation, having first been al
lowed by the city council. And all process in behalf of said city shall [831 
run in the name of the rnited States for the use and benefit of said city, and 
shall otherwise conform to the requisitions and provisi~ns that may be made 
by the mayor and aldermen in common council. and shall be served, executed 
and returned by the marshal of soid city; and until other· provisions be made 
by said city authorities it shall he lawful for said justices or any of them, 
to commit all offenders 8g-ainst said by-laws, ordinances and regulations. 
on conviction, to the jail of Des l\Ioines county. And in case wher.e a portion 
or all the punishment shall be imprisonment, the keeper of said jail is hereby 
required to receive such persons on the proper warrant of such justices or 
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justice of the peace, into his custody in said jail, in the same manner as in ordi.
nary cases. And all expenses of such imprisonment, in cases where the same 
cannot be 'collected from the persons so convicted and imprisoned, shall be 
paid out of the treasury of the corporation; the fees of the justices and 
jurors, in such cases, shall be the same as are allowed by the statutes of this 
territory. 

SEO. 23. Ko pe1'IIon to be deprived of ]ibmy or bed more than $20, un
less tried by jury. That all trials for the violation of the by-laws, ordinances 
and regulations of said city shall be in a summary manner, and that no per
son shall, for any offense, be deprived of his or her liberty, or fined in any 
sum greater than twenty dollars, unless convicted bi a jury of six citizens 
of said city, qualified to vote as aforesaid. 

SEC. 24. Oouncil to have charge of all property, but cannot sell withoa.t 
people's consent. That the said city council shall have the custody, care, su
perintendence, management and control of all real, personal and mixed estate, 
and other corporate property belonging to said city; and all the real, personal 
and mixed estate, money, funds and revenues which from time to time, may 
be owned by, or of right belong to said city; with full power to purchase, 
hold, possess use and occupy; and to sell and convey the same, for the use ~d 
benefit of said city and the inhabitants thereof: provided, that the cIty 
council shall not have power to sell any real estate belonging to the said city 
of Burlington, unless the qualified voters thereof, in pursuance of ten days 
previous notice given by order of the city council, published in two or more 
of the newspapers priJllcd in said city, setting forth the time, place, and pur
pose of voting, shall by a majority of written or printed ballots given, ex
press their consent thereto. 

SEC. 25. Oouncil to levy taxes on city property not to exceed one quarter 
per cent; may tax dogs, &c.; open streets a.nd tax for costs of same. That to 
defray the current expenses of said city, the city council shall have power to 
levy and collect taxes on t'he real and personal property therein: provided, 
the amount of taxes lened shall not, in anyone year, exceed twentv-five 
cents on each one hundred dollars worth of property taxed. They shall also 
have power, whenever in their opinion the interest of said city shall req-lire 
it, to levy and col- r841 le('t taxes on dogs or other domestic animals not in
cluded in the list of taxable property for territorial and county purposps; 
Which said taxes shall be collected, by the city collector and paid into the 
treasury in such a manner and under sllch restrictions and regulations. as 
may be prescribed by ordinance. The city cOllncil shall have power to cause 
to be opened. paved. repaved or improved, any street, lane, alley, markets, 
space, or public landing. on petition of not less than two-thirds of thp num
ber of owners of any sqllare or parts of a square of said ('ity, bonnding or 
abutting on such strept. lane. alle;\T, market space or public landing so to be 
opened, paved. repaved or improvpd, and to levy and coll('ct a snel'illl tax 
for defrayin~ the CORts ~nd p.xpenses of the same. by an equal assessment on 
the fect front bounding ani! abutting as aforesaid. 

SEC. 26. All north of Columbia street to be ward No: l-south t'hereof 
and north of Jefferson, ward No. 2-south thereof, ward No. 3-co"l'cil ITI~y 
alter boundaries or add other wards. The said ('itv shrtll be dividpd into 
wards as follows, vb:.: all tllat part of the city north' of ('o}'lmbia street and 
abutting upon the samr, shall comtitnte one ward. and shall be known and 
designated as, ward. numb('r onr-all that part of the citv sonth of Columhia 
and north of Jf'fi'eY"!!on strp('t~. shall eonstitllt(' one wllrd. ani! be known and 
designated as ward, number two-and all tllat part of the city south of 
Jefferson street. and ahutting upon the ~amr. shall comtitute onp wllrd. and 
be known and de~ignated as ward, number three, llntil sllch boundaril''l m'ly 
be altered or the number of wards may be increased by the city council who 
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are hereby authorized and empowered to make alterations in the boundaries, 
or to establish additional wards, 'as the public convenience may require. 

SEc. 27. Oouncil may borrow money if two-thirds of cimens agree. That 
whenever in the opinion of the city council, it is expedient to borrow money 
for any public purpose, the question shall be submitted to the citizens of Bur- . 
lington-the nature and the object of the loan shall be stated, and a day 
fixed for the electors of the said city to express their wishes; the like notice 
shall be given as in cases of an election; the loan shall not be made unless 
two-thirds of all the votes polled at such election shall be given in the affirm
ative. 

SEc. 28. Oha.rter to be submitted to the people for adoption. That before 
this act shall take effect and bt> in force, a vote shall be taken upon the 
adoption of the same, by the qualified voters residing within the limits of 
said city, at such time and place, and under such regulations as the present 
mayor and aldermen of said city may prescribe and determine: provided, 
that a majority of the whole vote cast shall be deemed necessary to adopt 
and carry into effect this act: provided fnrther, that each and every person 
authorized to vote for city officers under the charter now in force in said city 
shall be entitled to vote for or against this ~hartel'. 

SEC. 29. Charter declared a public act. That this act shall be taken and 
received in all courts and [85] by all judges, magistrates and other public 
officers, as a public act; and all printed copies of the same which shall be 
printed by or under the authority of the council and house of representa
tives, shall be admitted as good evidence thereof, without any other proof 
whatsoever. 

SEC. 30. That the act entitled "An act to incorporate.. the city of Bur
lington;" approved January 19th, 1838, and all other laws and parts of 
laws heretofore passed, and coming within the purview of this act be, and 
the same are hereby repealed. 

Approved. June 10th, 1845. 

CHAPTER 55. 

IOWA COUNTY. 

AN ACT for the organization of the county of Iowa. 

Be it enacted by the Council and House of Representatives of the Territory 
o/Iowa. 

SECTION 1. Organized county after flrat of July next-constitutea it the 
second judicial district. That the county of Iowa be, and it is, hereby or
ganized, from and after the first day of July next; and the inhabitants of 
said coUilty shall be entitled to all the rights and privileges to which by 
law, the inhabitants of other organized counties of this territory are entitled, 
and the said county shall constitute thc second judicial district of this ter
ritory. 

SEC. 2. Olerk of district court or sherUf of Johnson county, after 10th 
July, to order election for county officers-to appoint election judges-teD 
days notice of election. That for the purpose of organizing said county, it 
is hereby made the duty of the clerk of the district court of said county, 
and in case there should be no such clerk appointed and qualified, or for 
any other cause such office should become vacant on or before the 10th day 
of July next, then it shall be the duty of .the sheriff of Johnson county, [86] 
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