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=1:n':'k auditors, under the direction of the secretary and auditor of 
to t.1< pdoe. state, who· shall determine the price, cOlering the cost to the 

state, at which they shall be sold to any party: Provided, That 
he shall furnish each of the members of the boards of directors 
with one copy of the laws bound in paper covers, which shall be 
turned over to their successors in office . 

. Shall p"blIah SEC. 2. After such lle88ions of the general 8B88mbly as rifl 
!:~d=.. of the state superintendent shall not deem it necessary to pubfisJi 
"hfon. the laws as })rovided for in section one of this act, he shall C81188 

. to be publiShed in pamphlet fOfm all the amendments to the 
school laws passed by such general 8B88mbly, in sufficient num
bers to supply each of the county superintelldents and school 
officers of the state with one copy free of charge, which said 
amendments shall be sent to the several county superintendents 
for distribution. 

SEC. 3. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, shall 
take effect and be in force from and after its publication in the 
Iowa State ~~ister and Iowa State Leader, newspapers pub-
lished in Des Moines, Iowa. . 

Approved, March 26, 1880 •• 

, I herebr ~fy that the fo~i~ act WB8-.published in the IOfLJIJ 
State Regtater, April 2, and in tIle Iowa State Leader, April_111880. 

. J. A. T. HULL, Secretaf1l 'IT Stat«. 

CHAPTER 151 

ST.A.B BO.A.BD o:r lIBALTH .A.ND VITAL S'l.A.TI8ncs. 

8'l1li. 8. P." AN ACT to Establish a State Board of Health in'the State of Iowa, 
to Provide for Collecting Vital Statistics, and to A88iJgl Certain 
Duties to Local BoardS of Health, and· to Punish Neglect of 
Duti~ 

Be it enacted by the General A.ssembly oj tIle State oj Iowa: 
:r~tment SEOnON 1. That the ~overnor, with the approval of the exec.-

utive council, shall appomt nine (9) ~lSOns, one of whom shall 
be the attorney-general of the state (by virtue of his office), one 
a civil engineer, and seven (7) physicians, who shall constitute a 
state boaid of health. The jlelSOns 80 appointed shall hold their 

Twmaof oftIce. offices for seven (7) years: Provided, that the terms of office of 
the seven physicians first appointed shall be so arranged by lot 
that the term of one shall expire on the thirty-first (31st) day of 
Januarv of each year; and the vacancies thus occasioned, as well 
as .. all other .v~anci~ .. o~f!8 ~~~~, shall ~ filled by.~he 
governor, Wlth the approval of the executlve councIl. . 

P_ofboud. SEC. 2. The state board of health shall havp. the gt"neral su
pervision of the interests of th~ health and life of the citizens 

Digitized by Google 

c 



1880.] LA.WS OF EIGHTEENTH GENERA.L A.SSEMBLY~, 143 

-of the state. They iJhall have charge of all matters pertaining 
to quarantine; thEly shall !upervise a state registration of mar
riages, births and deaths, as hereinafter provided: they shall 
have authority to make such rules and regulations and such sani
tary investigations as they may, from time to time, deem neces
sary for the preservation or improvement of the public health: . 
. and it shall be the duty of all police OfficeN, sheriffs, constables, 
and all other officers of the state, to enforce such rules and reg-
ulations, so :far as the efficiency and success of the board may . 
depend upon their official co-operation. 

SEC. 3. The clerk of the district and circuit courts of each DaU ... of oIerb 
·of the several counties in the state shall be required to keep sepa- of ooat18. 

rate books for the registration of the names and post-office 
.address of physicians and midwives, for births, for marriages, 
and for deaths, which record shall show the names, date of birth, 
-death or marriage; the names of parents. and sex of the child, 
when a birth, and when a death, sliall give the age, sex and cause 
-of death, with the date of the record, and the name of the per-
son furnishing the information. Said books shall always be Boob abUl be 

open for inspection without fee: and the clerks of said courts ~~ In
shall be required to render dull and complete report of all births, 
marriages ~ deaths to the secretary of the board of health an-
nually, on the first day of October of each year, and at such Report. . 

other times 88 the board may direct! . 
. SEO. 4. It shall be the duty of the board of health to prepare DaUes of .We 
such forms f,or the record of births, m~ and deaths as they boud. 

may deem proper: the said forms to be furnished by the secretary 
of said board to the cleMs of the district and circuit: courts of 
the several counties, whose duty it shall be to furnish them to 
such persons 88 are herein required to make reports. 

SEC. o. It shall be the duty of all physicians and midwives in DaUee of P 
this state to register their names and post-office address with t/he =~. 
clerk of the district and circuit courts of the county where they 
reside; and said physicians and midwives shall be required, under 
penalty of ten nollars ('10), to be recovered in any court of com- PeDaltJ ror 
patent jurisdiction in the state at suit of the clerk of the courts, failure. 

to report to the clerk of the courts, within thirty (30) days from 
the date of their occurrence, all bi'rths and deaths which may 
-come under their supervision, with a certificate of the cause of 
death, and such other facts 88 the board may require, in the blank 
forms furnished, as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 6. When any birth or death shall take place, no physi- Partm, to reo 
clan or midwife being in attendance, the same shall be reported port, wIleD. 

by the ,earent to the clerk of the district and circuit courts within 
thirty (30) days from the date of its ocoarrence, and if a death, 
the supposed cause of death, or, if there be no parent, by the 
nearest of kin not a minor, or, if none, by the resident house-
holder where the birth or death shall have occurred, under 
penalty provided in the preceding section of this act. Clerks of flerlt:e~~rt . 
the dist.rict and circuit courts sliall annually, on the first day of .:Je~ 0 . 
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October of each year, send to the secre~ of the state board of 
health a statement of all births and deaths recorded in their offices 
for the ~ear pre~ said date, under a penalty of twenty-five 
dollars *25) m case 01 failure. i 

CoroMn IlIaD SlIO.. The coroners of the several counties shall report to ~ 
NPQIt. the clerk of the courts all eases of death which may come under , 

their supervision, with the cause or mode of death, etc., 88 per 
form furnished, under penalty 88 provided in section 5 of this , 
act.- . 

&pMw fIIII4. S1IIO. 8. All amounts recovered under the penalties of this act 
shall be appropriated to a special fund for carrying out the object 
of this law. 

118IItIq aDIl SBO. 9. The first meeting of the board shall be within twenty :t=1iIaD days after its appointment, and thereafter in May and N ovemher 
of each year, and at such other times 88 the board shall deem ex .. 
pedient. The November meeting shall be in the city of Des 
Moines. A. majority of the members of the board shall consti
tute a quorum. Tliey shall choose one of their number to be 
president, and shall adopt rules and by-laws for their government, 
su~ect to the provisions of this act. 

I:Ieot4onUIA SBO. 10. They shall elect a secretary, who skall perform the 
~ of - duties prescribed by the board and by this act. He·Shall receive 

• . a salary, which shall be fixed by the board, not exceeding *1,200 
. per annum. He shall, with'the other members of the ~ 

receive'actual traveling_ and other necessary expenses incurred in 
the Jlerformance of official duties; but no other member .of the 
board shall receive a salary. The president of the board shall 
9,uarterly certify the amount due the secretary,.! and on presenta
tion of said certificate the auditor of state sJlall draw his war-

. rant on the state treasurer of [for 1 the amount. 
m-Ial repon SBO. 11. It shall be the Iluty of the board of health to make 
to tile IOftnlOl'· a biennial report, through their secretary or otherwise, in writing, 

to the governor of the state, on or before the first (1st) day of 
December of each year precedil!g that in which the general 'as
sembly meets; and such report shall include so much of the pro
ceettirigs of the board, such information concerning vital statistics, 
such mowledge respecting diseases, and such instruction on the 
subject of hygiene 88 may be thought useful by the board, for 
disSemination among the people, with such suggestions 88 to leg-

. islative action 88 they may deem nt!CeSS&l'y. . 
11.000, -uDJ SBO. 12. The sum of five thousand dollars (~,OOO) per annum, 
appMprIat,e4. or so much thereof 88 may be necessary, is hereby appropriated 

to pay the salary of the secretary, meet the contm.tent expenses 
of the office of the secretary and the expenses of tne board, and 
all costs of printing, which together shall not exceed the sum. 
hereby appropriated. Said expenses shall be certified and paid in ~ 
the same manner 88 the salary of the secretary. The sec~ • 

=~ of state shall provide rooms suitable for the meetings of the l'OO_. board and office-room for the secretary of the board. 
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SBO. 13. The mayor and aldermen of each incorporated city, 1lay01'8, &lder
the mayor and council of any incorporated town or vil.lage m ~~~ 
the state, or the trustees of 8ol1y township, shall have and exer- health. 

cise all the powers and perform all the duties of a board· of 
health within the limits of the' cities, towns and townships of 
which they are officers. 

SBO. 14. Every local board ot health shall appoint a compa- Looa.I.1Ioarda 
tent ph~cian to the board, who shall be the health officer within a~1ntP:Y
its juriSdiction, and shall hold his office during the pleasure of ~ ,_ 
the board. The clerks of the townships and the clerks and re-
corders of cities and towns shall be clerks of the local boards. 
The'local boards shall also regulate all fees and charges of per-
sons employed by them in the execution of the health laws and 
of their own regUlations. 

SBO. 15. It shall be the duty of the health physician of every Report of phy

incorporated town, and also the clerk of the local board of health :,~~~~ 
In each city or incorporated tewn or village in the state, at least 
once a year to report to the state board of health their proceed-
ings, and such other facts required, on blanks and in accordance 

. with instructions received from said state board. They shall also 
make special reports "!'henever required to do so by the state 
boam of health. 

SBO. 16. Local boards of health shall make such regulations BeplaUon 

respeetil!g nuisances, sources of filth and causes of sickness ~ 
within tneir jurisdiction and on board any boats in their ports or 
harbors as they shall judge necessary for the public health and 
safety; and if any person shall violate any such regulations, he 
shall forfeit a. sum of not less than twenty-five [dollars] (125) for =~o
every day during which he knowingly violates or disre~ards said UOII8. 

rules and regulations, to be recovered before any justIce of the 
peace or other court of competent jurisdiction. 

SBO. 17. The board of health of any city or incorporated =,loaI. 
town or village shall order the owner of any property, place or 
building (at his own expense) to remove any nuisance, source of 
filth or cause of sickness lound on J!rivate .property, within 
twenty-four (24:) hours, or such other time.as 18 deemed reason-
able, after notice served as hereiu.after provided; and if the owner 
or occupant neglects to do so, he shall forfeit a sum not exceed-
ing twenty dollars {$20) for every day during which he knowingly PeDalq for 
and willfUlly permIts such nuisance or cause of sickness to remain =:~:nce. 
after the time prescribed for the removal thereof. 

SBO. 18. If the owner or occupant fails to comply with such ~ower of local 
order, the board may cause the nuisance, source of filth or cause oard. 
of sickness to be removed, and all expenses incurred thereby shall 
be paid by the owner, occupant or other person who caused or 
permitted the same, if he has had actual notice from the board 
of health of the existence thereof, to be recovered by civil action 
in the name of the state before anl court having jurisdiction. 

SEC. 19. The board, when satisfied upon due examination, that T:= . 
any cellar, room, tenement, or building in its town, occupied as a d 

19 

. Digitized by Google 



146 LAWS OF EIGHTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY. [CB.1St 

dwelling-place, has become, by reason of the number of occu
pants, pr want of cleanliness, or other cause, unfit for such pur
pose, and a cause of nuisance or sickness to the occupants or the 
public, may issue a notice in writing to such occupants, or any of . 
them, re!\uiring th~ premises to be p~t. in a proper condition as 
to cleanlmess, or, if they see fit, requInn~ the occupants to· re-=.-ra:::" move or quit the premises within such tune as the board may 
deem reasonable. If the persons so notified, or any of them, neg
lect or refuse to comply with the terms of the notice, the boaid 
may cause the prenuses to be properly cleaned at the expense of 
the owners, or may remove the occupants forcibly and close up 
the fiiises, and the same shall not ~ain be occupied as a 
dwel' -place without permission in writing of the board. 

CIIIl ter SBO.. Whenever the board of health shall think it naces
buII4?q o~' sary for the preservatIOn of the lives or health of the inhabitants 
::z:m""to enter a placel building or vessel in their township, for the pur
D pose of examinmg into and destroying, removing or preventing 

any nuisance, source of filth or cause of sickness, and shall be 
refused such entry, any member of the board may make com~ 
plaint, under oath, to any justice of the peace of his county, 
whether such justice be a member of the board or not, stating 
the facts of the ease, so far as he has knowledge thereof. Such 

,Juttoe au justice shall thereupon issue a warrant, directed to the sheriff or 
.tInewanaat. any constable of the county, commanding him to take sufficient 

aid, and, being accompanied by two or more members of said 
board of health, between the hours of sunrise and- sunset, repair 
to the place where such nuiaance, source of filth, or cause of 
sickness complained of may be, and the same destroy, remove, or 
prevent, ~der the direction of such members of the board of 
health. 

'fo pard SBO, 21. When any person coming from abroad, or residing =-..!t= within any city, town or township witJrin this state, shall be in
fDfeoUou 4a- fected, or shall lately have been irifected with small-pox or other 
-. sickness dangerous to the public health, the board of health of 

the city, town or township where said ~n ma! be, shall make 
effectual provision, in the manner in which they shall judge best, 
for the safety of the inhabitant., bl removing such sick or in
fected person to a sep&!"&te house, if It can be done without dam-

Sull protide age to his health, and by providing nurses and other assistance 
for lDfeoted and supplies, which shall be charged to the })arson himself, his 
per8ODII. parents or other person who may be liable for his support, if 

able; otherwise at the expense of the county to which he belongs. 
)fake provlaioD. SBO. 22. If any infected person cannot be removed without 
forlDfectedheD dama~e to his health, the board of health shall make provision 
=~w for hIm, as directed in the preceding section, in the house in 
1I&O'fed. . which he may be, and in such case they may cause the ])arsons 

in the neigh60rhood to be removed, and may take such other 
. measures as may be deemed necessary,for the safety of the in-

habitants. . 
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SEO. 23. An",! justice of the peace, on application under oath D1lt.lea of ~ ..... 
showing cause therefor by a local board, or any member thereof, =:f the 
shall issue his warrant under his hand, directed to the sheriff or 
any constable of the county, requiring him, under the direction 
of the board of health, to remove any person infected with con-
tagious diseases, or to take possession of condemned houses and ' ' 
l~gs, and to provide nurses and attendants, and other neces-
sarIes for the care, safety and relief of the sick. ' 

SEC. 24: Local boards of health shall meet for the transaction KeetiDsuDd 
of business on the ftrst Monday of May and the first Monday in = of local 
November of each year, and at an., other time that the necessi- . 
ties of the health of their respective jurisdictions may demand; . 
8lld the clerk of each board shall transmit his annual report to 
the secretary of the state board of health within two weeks after 
the November meeting. Said re}>ort shall embrace a history of 
any epidemic disease which ·may have prevailed within his dis- • 
trict. ~e failure of the clerk of the board to prepare, or cause 
to be prepared, and forward such report 88 above specified, shall 
be considered a misdemeanor, for which he shall be subject to a ' 
fine of not more than twenty-five dollars ($25). 

SEO. 25. All laws in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. Bepe&\lDg 

SEC. 26. This act, being deemed of immediate importance, ~~~OJI, 
shall take effect and be in force from and after its P888age, and 
publication in the Iowa State Register. and Iowa State Leader, ' 
newspapers published at Des Moines, Iowa. 

Approved, March 26, 1880. 

I herebY' certify that the fo~!Bg act was published in the IO'tIJa 
State Letider, April 1, and in the IOVJa iJtate Register, April_I) 1880. , :r. A. T. HULL, Swretarg CIT State. 

CHAPTER 152 . 

.A.PPEALa no. OOlDm!8IONEBS OJ'INSANITY. 

AN ACT Providing for Apueals from the Fin~ of the Commis- H.F.", 
sioners of Insanity, and 1;0 Amend Section 1401 of Chapter 2, Title 
11, of the Code. 

Be it enacted by the Gtmeral A,ssembly oj the State oj Iowa: 
SECTION 1. That any person found to be insane by the com- Auy penon 

missioners of insanity may appeal to the circuit court by giving =:Dd IU:=
the clerk of said court notice in writIng, that he or she appealS .:::.r 
from said finding, which notice may be signed by the' party, his 
or her attomey, agent, or guardian. 
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