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[188] CHAPTER 125. 

STATE UNIVERSITY. 

AN ACT to locate and establish a state university. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly 0/ the State 0/101;Oa: 

SECTION 1. Loca.tion. That there shall 'be established at Iowa City, the 
present seat of government of the state of Iowa, an institution to be called 
the "State University of Iowa," with such branches as, in the opinion of the 
general assembly, the public convenience may hereafter require. 

SEC. 2. Public buildings gra.nted-proviso. The public buildings at Iowa 
City, together with the ten acres of land on which the same are situated. be, 
and the same are, hereby granted for the use of said university: provided. 
that the sessions of the general assembly, and the ofHces of the ofHcers of 
state. shall be held i.n the pr.esent capitol until otherwise provided for by 
law. 

SEC. 3. Landa donated. The two townships of land, granted by act of 
congress of July 20th, 1840, for the support of a university, be, and the same 
are, hereby donated to the said state university, to be and constitute a per
manent fund, the interest of which shall be applied exclusively to the sup
port of said university, and such branches as the generat assembly shall estab
lish. 

SEC. 4. Trustees-powen-president. That for the control of said uni
versity, and for the better management of the same, there shall be appointed 
by the general assembly of the state, fifteen trustees, five of whom shall be 
chosen biennially, who may make such by-laws, rules and regulations, under 
the general laws of this state authorizing incorporations for educational pur
poses as may be necessary to organize and regulate said university. The sup
erintendent of public instruction shall be president of the board· of trustees, 
and shall have power to call special meetings of the trustees whenever in 
his opinion it is necessary. 

SEC. 5. Names of trustees-term of ofllce. That James P. Carleton, H. D. 
Downey, Thomas Snyder, Samuel McCrory, Curtis Bates, Silas Foster, E. H. 
Lyons, James H. Gower, George G. Vincent, Wm. G. Woodward, Theodore S. 
Parvin, George Achison, S. G. Matson, H. W. Starr, and Ansel Briggs, be. and 
they are herehy appointed the first board of trustees, five of whom shall hold 
their ofHces two years, five four years, and five six years i their several terms of 
ofHce to be determined by lot. 

SEC. 6. Professorship. That whenever, in the opinion of the superinten
dent of public instruction. it is necessary, a professorship for the education of 
teachers of common schools may be instituted, in such manner as in the [189] 
opinion of said superintendent will best promote the interests of common 
schools throughout the state. . 

SEC. 7. Land, how disposed. The two townships of land herein donated 
to said university, when selected, shall be disposed of by the board of trus
tees of said university in the same manner, and under the same regulations, 
as may be provided by law for the disposition and regulation of the sixteenth 
lections in the different townships. 

SEC. 8. Punda where paid-duty of treasurer. That when said lands shall 
be disposed of, as provided for in this act, the fund arising therefrom shall 
be paid into the state treasury i and it is hereby made the duty of the treas
urer to loan the same out for a space not less than five years, upon real 
eatate security-the interest thereon payable annually-and the intereat 
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thereof to be subject to the order of the board of trustees of said university, 
and by them applied to the uses intended by t~ act. 

SEc. 9. Quorum and time of meeting. The said trustees shall meet at such 
times &8 shall be fixed by their own appointment, and eight members shall con
atitute a quorum to transact business. 

SEc. 10. Religious denominations. That said university shall never be 
UDder the exclusive control of any religious denomination whatever. 

SEc. 11. Oonditions of students-now selected.. That the grants and do
nations herein made are upon the express condition that the said university 
uall, so soon &8 it shall be in the enjoyment of revenue from the said grant 
and donations at the rate of two thousand dollars per annum, commence and 
continue the instruction-free of charge-of fifty students annually, in the 
theory and practice of teaching, as well as in such branches of learning as 
shall be deemed best calculated for the preparation of said students for the 
business of common school teaching. Said students to be selected from the 
ditferent parts of the state in such manner and under such regulations as 
the governor, the superintendent of public instruction and the judges of the 
several judicial districts shall determine-said regulations to be subject to 
the supervision of the general assembly. 

SEc. 12. General assembly to have full control. Nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to prevent the general assembly of this state from exercis
ing full supervision oyer the said university, its officers, and the grants and 
donations made or to be made by the state. 

SEc. 13. BookB-accounts-reoord. The board of trustees shall keep a 
set of books, in which they shall keep an accurate account of all transactions 
relative to the sale and disposition of the land and the management of the 
fund arising therefrom, and a complete record of all their proceedings in 
the eontrol and management of the aifairs of the university-which shall at 
all times be open to the inspection of the general assembly, to whom they shall 
report whenever required. 

Approved, February 25th, 1847. 
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