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CHAPTER 50. 

DALLAS COUNTY. 

AN ACT for the organization of Dallas county. 

Be it enacted by the General A88embly 01 the State 0/ Iowa: 
, . 

SBcTION 1. 0rpDiIed. That the county of Dallas be,.aDd it is hereby organ
ized, from and after the first day of March next; and the inhabitants of said 
county 8hall be entitled to all the rights and privileges to which by law the 
inhabitants of other counties of this state are entitled. 

SIc. 2. lpealal e1doa. That there shall be a special election held, on· tile 
first [64] Monday in the month of April next, at which time the county oftlO81'8 
of said county shall be elected; and also, such number of justices of the peaee 
and constables for said county &8 may be ordered by the sherit! of said county. 

SBC. 3. Duty of aherHr-proviIo. That it sball be the duty of the 8heri1r of 
said conty to give at least ten days' previous notice of the time and places of 
holding such special election in said county, grant certillcatea of election, and 
in all respects discharge the duties required by law to be performed by clerka 
of the boards of commissioners in relation to elections, until a clerk of the board 
of commissioners for said county may be elected and qualilled: provided, that 
it shall not be necessary for said sherit! to take to his usistance two justices 
of the peace in opening the poll books and canvassing the votes polled at said 
special election. 

SIc. 4. Terma of oouty doers. ~hat the county officers elected under the 
provisions of this act shall hold their respective offices until the llrst Monday 
in the month of August, 1847, and until their successors may be elected and 
qualilled. 

SIc. 5. Terma of juattcea. That the justices of the peace and constables 
elected under the provisions of this act shall hold their offices until the 1Irst 
Monday in the month of April, 1848, and until their successors may be elected 
and qualliled, and their jurisdiction shall be coextensive with the county. 

SEC. 6. SherHr-oath. That Eli Smithson be, and he is hereby appointed 
sberit! of said c01141ty of Dallas, and shall continue in office until the irst Mon
day in the month of April next, and until his 8ucceuor may be elected and 
qualliled; and said sherit! shall be qualilled to enter upon the diseharge of the 
duties of his said office upon filing his oath of oftice in the clerk's office of the 
district court of Polk county, which oath of office may be administered by said 
cferk. 

SIc. 7. Death of 1IhIri«. In case of the death, resignation or other di8qual. 
ideation of said sherit!, it is hereby made the duty of the sherit! of Polk county 
to perform tbe duties required by this act to be performed by the sherit! of 
said Dallas county. 

SBC.8. AcUODI at law. That all actions at law or equity in the district court 
for the county of Polk, commenced prior to the organization of said county of 
Dallas, where the partiea or either of them reside in said county of Dallaa, 
shall be prosecuted to inal judgment, order, or decree, as fully and et!ectually 
lUI if this act had not been passed. 

SIIe. 9. Du\y of Juatloea. That it shall be the duty of all justices of tbe peace, 
residing within said count,. of Dallas, to return all books and papers in their 
hands, pertaining to said office, to the Dext nearest justice of the peace who 
may be elected and qualift:ed under the provision. of this act; and [65] all lUi. . 
at law, or other official business, wbich may be in the bands of such justices of 
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the peaoe and unfinished, shall be prosecuted or completed by the justices of the 
peace to whom such business or papers may have been returned as aforesaid. 

SEc. 10. Attached COUDb'J. That the country west of the said county of 
Dallas be, and the same is hereby 'attached to said county for election, revenue 
and judicial purposes. 

SEc. 11. Oommtyion8l'l. That William Wear, of the county of Polk, WU
liam Can1ield, of the county of Polk, and L. W. Babbitt, of the county of 
Marion, be, and they are hereby ,appointed commissioners to locate and estab
lish the seat of justice of said county of Dallas. 

SEc. 12. When to m"t. That said commissioners, or a majority of them. 
shall meet at the town of ffickory, in said county, on the :&rat Monday in the 
month of May next, or at such other time, not exceeding thirty days there
after, as a majority of said commissioners may agree. 

SEC. 13. Oath to be taken. Said commissioners shall first take and sub
'scribe the follo",ing 'oath, to wit: "We solemnly swear (or af8rm) that we 
have no personal interest, directly or indirectly, in the location of the seat of 
justice of the county of Dallas, and that we will faithfully and impartially 
locate the same according to the best interest of said county, taking into con
sideration the future as well as the present population of said county;" which 
oath may be administered by any Qfticer authorized by law to admiDiHer oathl 
within said county; and the officer administering said oath shall certify and 
file the same in the office of the clerk of the district court of said county, whop 
duty it shaD be to record the same. 

SEC. 14. Duty of oommtuion8l'l. Said commissioners, when met and qual. 
ified under the provisions of this act, shall proceed to locate the seat of justice 
of said county, and, as soon as they shall have come to a determination, the 
same shall be committed to writing, signed by said commissioners, and filed 
.with the clerk of the district court of said county, whose duty it shall be to 
record the same and keep the same on file in his office; and the place thus 
designated shall·be the seat of justice of said county. 

SEc. 15. Oompensation. Said commissioners shall each be entitled to re
ceive the sum of two dollars per day while necessarily employed, and the sum 
of two dollars for every twenty miles' travel in the discharge of the duties 
enjoined upon them by this act, which shall be paid by said county out of the 
ftrat funds arising from the sale of town lots in such seat of justice. 

SEC. 16. District court where held. That the district court for said county 
shall be held at the town of ffickory, in said county, or at such other place as 
may be [66] designated by the board of county commissioners of said county, 
until the seat of justice of said county may be located. 

SEC. 17. Take etrect. This act to take effect and be in force from and after 
the flrat day of March next, previous to which time the same shall be published 
in the weekly newspapers of Iowa City . 

. Approved, February 16th, 1847. 

Pabliahed in the Reporter Feb. 24th. and in the Standard March 10th, ] 84'7. 

CHAPTER 51. 

DISTRICT JUDGES. 

AN ACT regulating the eleetion of district judges. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly 0/ the State o/Iowa: 
8ECTION 1. Election of judges-vacancies. That' a judge of the district 

court shall be elected in each judicial district, at the first regulAT towna1llp 
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