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November 28, 2022 

To: Iowa Legislative Services Agency 
From: Department of Public Safety 
Re: Explosives Pre-File Legislative Bill Request  
 
Background (e.g. current law or status):  
Iowa Code §321.446 provides for the use of child restraint systems under certain conditions.  Iowa has one 
of the most lax child safety seat laws of all surrounding states, and the fatalities and injuries that result 
are substantial. 
 
Illinois: A child under 2 years old and under 40 pound and under 40” must ride in a rear-facing child 
safety seat. A child safety seat or booster seat must be used until age 8. 
  
Nebraska:  A child must ride in a rear-facing car seat through the age of 2 years old or until the child 
reaches the maximum height or weight limit of their car seat. A child must ride in a car seat or booster 
seat until age 8. A child under age 8 must ride in the back seat (exceptions apply). Children ages 8 – 18 
must ride in a car seat, booster seat or seat belt.  
 
Missouri: A child under 4 years old or under 40 pounds much ride in a child safety seat. A child ages 4-7 
and 40-80 pounds or shorter than 4’9” must ride in a child safety seat or booster seat. At least 80 pounds 
or taller than 4’9” must ride in a booster seat or seat belt.  
 
Minnesota:  A child aged 7 or under and under 57” must ride in a child restraint. 
  
Kansas: A child 3 years or younger must ride in a child restraint. A child ages 4-7 and under 80 pound or 
under 57” tall must ride in a child restraint or booster seat.  
 
South Dakota: A child aged 5 or younger and under 40 pounds must be properly secured in a child safety 
seat. 
 
Solution:  

• A child must ride in a properly secured child safety seat until the age of 8.   
• A child must ride in a rear-facing car seat until the age of 3 and weighing less than thirty pounds. 

Goal:  
Bring our car seat laws in line with surrounding states and extend the time a child must ride in a rear-
facing seat until the age of 3 and weighing less than thirty pounds. Also extending the time a child must 
ride in a properly secured safety seat until the age of 8. Of the 755 children under 14 who died in traffic 
accidents in 2020, 286 or 38 percent were unrestrained. Car seats reduce the risk of injury in a crash by 
71-82 percent compared to the use of a seatbelt alone, while boosters reduce the risk of injury by 45 
percent for children 4-8 compared to seatbelt use alone.

 


