
 

 

 
Workforce Housing Tax Incentives 
Background and changes made: 
Pursuant to Iowa Code section 15.354(3)(c)(2) IEDA may extend the project completion deadline for a project 
receiving workforce housing tax incentives only once, for a period of up to 12 months. However, many projects 
have experienced construction delays caused by the increased cost of building materials, supply chain issues, and 
workforce shortages due to the pandemic. Consequently, many projects will not be able to finish on time even 
with an extension.   
IEDA proposes to amend Iowa Code section 15.354(3)(c)(2) to allow approval of one additional project completion 
deadline extension of up to 12 months in extenuating circumstances. 
 
High Quality Jobs Program 
Background and changes made: 
Pursuant to Iowa Code 15.335C, the authority may provide assistance for a business in an economically distressed 
area that creates or retains jobs that pay a lower wage than that generally required for participation in the High 
Quality Jobs Program. For the purposes of applying different wage thresholds, “economically distressed area” 
means a county that ranks among the bottom thirty-three of all Iowa counties, as measured by one of the 
following: 1. Average monthly unemployment level for the most recent twelve-month period. 2. Average 
annualized unemployment level for the most recent five-year period.  
IEDA proposes adding criteria to the “economically distressed area” definition used to determine which counties 
are considered distressed including average weekly wage, family poverty rate, percent of population loss, percent 
of population older than 65.  Communities would need to rank in the bottom third of counties in at least three of 
the six criteria. For counties that have experienced a significant layoff or closure, IEDA also proposes to create a 
process by rule that allows businesses located in those counties to request that the lower wage thresholds apply. 
Such requests would be subject to approval by the IEDA Board.  
 
Iowa Energy Center  
Background and changes made: 
Iowa Code 15.120 establishes the Iowa Energy Center (Energy Center) within IEDA and the governing board of the 
Center. The Energy Center has several purposes, including the support of public-private partnerships to assist with 
the development and commercialization of new energy technologies, to support rural and underserved areas and 
vulnerable populations by increase access to energy efficiency expertise, training, programs and cyber security 
preparedness for small utilities, to encourage growth of the alternative fuel vehicle market and the infrastructure 
necessary to support the market and to support efforts to modernize the electric grid infrastructure of the state to 
bolster grid capacity.  The Energy Center Board oversees existing loan agreements under the former Alternate 
Energy Revolving Loan Program and will oversee the newly established Energy Infrastructure Revolving Loan 
Program, as well the Energy Center Grants Program. This section repeals as of July 1, 2022.   
On June 22, 2021, Governor Reynolds signed Executive Order 9 establishing the Carbon Sequestration Task Force 
to explore carbon sequestration and the opportunities it presents for further economic development. The task 
force is expected to report on its recommendations in early 2022, including to leverage the resources of the Energy 
Center to support carbon management in the state. While the activities of the center potentially relate to carbon 
management, the center’s purposes do not explicitly include it.  
IEDA proposes to add support of carbon management strategies to the purposes of the Energy Center and extend 
the sunset date to July 1, 2027.    
 


