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To:  Tim McDermott, Director, LSA 

From:  Susan Severino Fenton, Legislative Liaison, Iowa DOT 

DATE:  29 November 2021 

RE:  Department Bill 2022 Legislative Session 

 

The Iowa DOT is submitting the following memo as background in support of our department bill 

that removes out-of-date code language regarding airport traffic patterns since the FAA has 

become the authority on airspace. Additionally, this proposed legislation eliminates redundant, 

outdated, and unnecessary site approval for new airports.  

 

Remove outdated traffic pattern and site approval requirements for airports in Iowa: Code 
Aeronautics section 328.19 identifies registration requirements for public-use airports in Iowa. 
Changes are needed to eliminate outdated requirements and to allow for follow up changes to 
transportation administrative rules for airport registration (IAC 761-720).   
 
Airport traffic patterns:  Section 328.19 requires the Iowa DOT to promulgate rules for the 
adoption of air traffic patterns at airports, but the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has 
become the authority on airspace that identifies standard airport traffic patterns for aircraft 
operations used when taking off and landing at airports. Airport traffic pattern rules are enforced 
through FAA administrative rules in 14 CFR 91 (general operating and flight rules). In situations 
where airport traffic patterns conflict with other nearby aviation facilities or local conditions, 
airports work directly with FAA to modify those patterns as needed and publish in official flight 
planning publications for pilots. This proposed change removes outdated requirements for the 
Iowa DOT to oversee the adoption of safe air traffic patterns. 
 
Airport site approval:  Airports in Iowa are required to apply for and subsequently renew 
airport registration with the Iowa DOT for an airport to be open for use by the public. This code 
section, and rules promulgated by the Iowa DOT for minimum safety standards, provide 
significant latitude in revoking or refusing to issue a registration if an airport is unsafe or 
unusable for aeronautical purposes. Developers of new airports are required to notify the FAA at 
least 90 days prior to construction of a civil or joint-use (civil/military) airport. They must also 
seek an FAA airspace determination, meet local zoning requirements, and ultimately meet Iowa 
DOT minimum safety standards for airports prior to certification for public use. A separate site 
approval prior to meeting minimum safety standards and being approved for registration is 
burdensome, redundant, and unnecessary. Accordingly, this proposed change removes site 
approval requirements for new airports. 
 

 

 


