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Three of the Lieutenant Governors listed here took the oath of office for 
Governor after the standing Governors left for service in the U.S. Senate.  In 
the case of Governor William Beardsley, Lieutenant Governor Leo Elthon 
acquired the seat of Governor due to the death of Governor Beardsley in an 
automobile accident.  The Lieutenant Governors in the timeline ran for the 
office of Governor and were elected. 
 

 
 

After Governor Samuel Kirkwood resigned to be a 
candidate for the U.S. Senate, Lieutenant 
Governor Joshua Newbold took office as Governor 
on February 1, 1877.  Frank Campbell* was 
elected as the next Lieutenant Governor on 
October 9, 1877.  From February 1, 1877, to 
October 9, 1877, there was no Lieutenant 
Governor.  From October 9, 1877, to January 17, 
1878, there was no “acting” Lieutenant Governor.  
(Mr. Campbell was elected as Lieutenant Governor 
on October 9, 1877, but not sworn in until January 
17, 1878.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative 
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 

Notable Figures and Events       |  Joshua Newbold  | 
 

Joshua Newbold 
1830 - 1903 

http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=K000242
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=285
http://ir.uiowa.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3395&context=annals-of-iowa
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Governor Albert Cummins resigned after his election 
to the U.S. Senate.  Lieutenant Governor Warren 
Garst took office as Governor on November 24, 
1908.  The next Lieutenant Governor, George 
Clarke, took office on January 14, 1909.  From 
November 24, 1908, to January 14, 1909, there was 
no “acting” Lieutenant Governor.  (Mr. Clarke was 
elected as Lieutenant Governor on November 3, 
1908, but was not sworn in until January 14, 1909.) 

  

   
 
 
 

 

 
Governor William Beardsley was killed in an automobile 
accident on November 21, 1954.  As a result, 
Lieutenant Governor Leo Elthon took office as Governor 
on November 22, 1954.  On January 13, 1955, 
Governor Leo Hoegh took office at that time and 
Lieutenant Governor Elthon served out his term as 
Lieutenant Governor.  (From November 22, 1954, to 
January 13, 1955, there was no Lieutenant Governor.) 
 
 

                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notable Figures and Events       |  Warren Garst  | 
 

Notable Figures and Events       |  Leo Elthon  | 
 

  
   

Warren Garst 
1850 - 1924 

Leo Elthon 
1898 - 1967 

Governor William Beardsley lies in state on 
the first floor rotunda in the Iowa State 

Capitol, November 1954 

http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=83
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=137
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=137
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_clarke_george.html
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_clarke_george.html
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_beardsley_william.html
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_elthon_leo.html
http://uipress.lib.uiowa.edu/bdi/DetailsPage.aspx?id=176
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Governor Harold Hughes resigned to take his seat in 
the U.S. Senate.  Lieutenant Governor Robert Fulton 
took office as Governor on January 1, 1969.  The 
next Lieutenant Governor, Roger Jepsen, took office 
on January 16, 1969.  (Mr. Jepsen was elected on 
November 5, 1968, but was not sworn in until 
January 16, 1969.  (There was no “acting” Lieutenant 
Governor from January 1 to January 16, 1969.) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
  
      George Clarke     William Harding     John Hammill      Nelson Kraschel   Bourke Hickenlooper   Robert Blue      Terry Branstad 
 

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Jan. 16, 
1913 

Jan. 11, 
1917 

Jan. 15, 
1925 

Jan. 14, 
1937 

Jan. 14, 
1943 

Jan. 11, 
1945 

Jan. 14, 
1983 

Notable Figures and Events       |  Robert Fulton  |        
 

Timeline of Lieutenant Governors  (Inauguration Dates) 
 

Robert Fulton 
1929 

George 
Clarke 

1852 - 1936 

William 
Harding 

1877 - 1934 

John  
Hammill 

1875 - 1936 

Nelson 
Kraschel 

1889 - 1957 

Bourke 
Hickenlooper 

1896 - 1971 

Robert 
Blue 

1898 - 1989 

Terry 
Branstad 

1946 

https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_hughes_harold.html
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_fulton_robert.html
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=62&personID=809
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_clarke_george.html
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_harding_william.html
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator/legislatorAllYears?personID=3234
http://www.iowaheritage.org/items/show/49777
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_hickenlooper_bourke.html
https://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-bios/page_iowa/col2-content/main-content-list/title_blue_robert.html
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator/legislatorAllYears?personID=89
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*There is no photograph available of Frank Campbell. 

 
           

                                                            

Notable Figures 
 

  

Samuel Kirkwood 
1813 - 1894 

Albert Cummins 
1850 - 1926 

William 
Beardsley 
1901 - 1954 

Leo Hoegh 
1908 - 2000 

 

Roger Jepsen 
1928 

Harold Hughes 
1922 - 1996 


