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THIS WEEK:   Ousting Governor Lucas  

without Official Notice 

BACKGROUND:   

President William Henry Harrison appointed John Chambers as Iowa’s second  

Territorial Governor on March 25, 1841, just days before President Harrison died. 

Chambers arrived in Burlington on May 12 and assumed the responsibilities of 

Governor on May 13, 1841. Governor Lucas had traveled to Iowa City and was 

not in Burlington when Chambers arrived. Included here is a letter written by  

Lucas, to then U.S. Secretary of State, Daniel Webster, noting  astonishment that 

he had no official notice of his removal from office.  

 

Ousting Governor Lucas without Official Notice 

Death of President Harrison 

William Henry Harrison’s inaugural address lasted nearly 

two hours, but in the days before electronic media,  

oratory of such duration was common. During the  

address, the new president wore no coat or hat. As a  

soldier, farmer, and outdoorsman, Harrison had spent 

much of his life in bad weather. But he was far from 

young now, and when he followed the address with a  
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round of receptions in 

his wet clothing, it  

resulted in a bad chill. 

Within days, he had a 

cold, which developed  

into pneumonia. 

 

Doctors were called 

in, but their medical  

practices were crude: 

heated suction cups 

to supposedly draw 

out the disease, and 

the same bleeding  

tactics that had hastened the death of George Washington. All of this only  

weakened Harrison further, and three weeks after taking office, he was clearly 

dying. As a last resort, a number of Native American remedies were tried,  

including one involving the use of live snakes. Exactly one month after taking the 

oath of office, Harrison was dead. It was the most fleeting presidency ever,  

lasting one scant month. 

Death of President Harrison - April 4, 1841 

John Chambers was appointed by President Harrison as Iowa’s second Territorial 

Governor on March 25, 1841, just days before President Harrison died. Governor 

Robert Lucas was not officially informed of this appointment and responded in a 

letter to U.S. Secretary of State Daniel Webster. 
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Sketch of the Zion Methodist Church (Burlington, Iowa), where 

the legislature of the Iowa Territory began meeting in 1838  

in Burlington, Iowa. 

Following an 1841 proclamation that moved the territorial  

capital from Burlington to Iowa City, this building--the old  

Butler Hotel--was used as temporary headquarters of the  

Iowa territorial legislature while a new capitol was  

constructed.  
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The following is a letter written by Lucas, to then U.S. Secretary of State,  

Daniel Webster, noting astonishment that he had no official notice of his 

removal from office: 



1 Autographed signature from the source: 

Executive Journal of Iowa: 1838 - 1841 “Governor Robert Lucas” Edited by Benjamin F.  

Shambaugh, Professor of Political Science at the State University of Iowa, Published at Iowa 

City in 1906 by the State Historical Society of Iowa 


