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THIS WEEK:   

BACKGROUND:   

The Seventh General Assembly Claims Several ‘Firsts’ 

The Lieutenant Governor presiding over the Senate was 

Oran Faville from Mitchell County. Faville was the first  

Lieutenant Governor in Iowa.  

 

The office of Lieutenant Governor 

was created by the 1857 Iowa  

Constitution. From 1846 to 1857, 

the Senate had a president as key 

leader. (In 1988, a constitutional 

amendment changed the duties of 

the Lieutenant Governor. As of 

1991, the Lieutenant Governor’s 

duties no longer included presiding 

over the Senate. From 1991 to date, 

the presiding officer in the Senate is 

the President of the Senate.)  

 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives was Stephen B. 

Shelledy from Jasper County. 

 

 

                     The 1858 session began January 11 and ended March 23—a 72-day  

session. 

Oran Faville 
1817 - 1872 

The Seventh General Assembly Claims Several ‘Firsts’ 

Stephen Shelledy 
1802 - 1870 



There were 36 members in the Senate, 14 Democrats and 22 Republicans. There were 

72 members in the House of Representatives, 30 Democrats and 42 Republicans—a  

total of 108 members. 

 

The Seventh General Assembly set several firsts for Iowa: 

 

 It was the first General Assembly to convene in January. 

 

 It was the first General Assembly to convene on January 11. (The 2016 Legislative  

Session is the 17th to convene on January 11.) 

 

 It was the first General Assembly to convene under the new constitution of 1857, 

and it was the first General Assembly to meet in the new Capital City of Des Moines. 

 

 It was the first General Assembly to convene in the Brick Capitol. 

Brick Capitol, Des Moines, Iowa 

The following are a few of the actions of the Seventh General Assembly: 

 

 The Seventh General Assembly elected James W. Grimes to the U.S. Senate.  

 

 School funding and funding for the State University.  

 

 Banking regulations, as the new 1857 constitution allowed for the establishment of 

banks in Iowa.  

 

 Established bushel weights for various seeds and passed legislation allowing aliens 

to own real estate.  



The following are the Receipts and Expenditures from November 1856 to  

October 1857 reported by the Auditor on July 15, 1858: 






