Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the lowa State Capitol Tour Guides
weekly during the legislative session, features historical facts about lowa, the
Capitol, and the early workings of state government. All historical publications
are reproduced here with the actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained.

April 15, 2015
THIs WEEK:

Assignment of Rooms in New Capitol

BACKGROUND:

The Capitol was dedicated January 17, 1884. At that time the second story rooms
were occupied by the legislature and library. It was up to the legislature to assign
the rooms on the ground and first stories that were yet unfinished.




A Joint Resolution approved by the 20th General Assembly in 1884:

ASSIGNMENT OF ROOMS IN NEW CAPITOL.
JOINT RESOLUTION
Relative to the Assignment of Rooms in the New Capitol.
Be it resolved by General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

That the rooms of the new capitol in the basement and first story thereof be
assigned to the several state officers, and boards of commissioners as designated in
schedules A and B hereto attached and that such rooms as are not therein assigned
be left subject to future assignment by the general assembly, or as may be provided
by law, and that the capitol commissioners be directed to finish and furnish said
rooms in a style most convenient for the purpose or purposes, for which each room
is to be used as designhated in said schedules.

Schedule A. First Story.
No. 1. Secretary of State, Private Office.

No. 2. Secretary of State, Business Office.

No. 3. Supreme Court Room.

No. 4. Supreme Court Consultation Room.

No. 5. Attorney-General’s Room.

No. 6. Judge’s Private Room.

No. 7. Judge’s Private Room.

No. 8. Judge’s Private Room.

No. 9. Judge’s Private Room.

No. 10. Judge’s Private Room.

No. 11. State Agricultural Society, Library.

No. 12. State Agriculture Society, Business Room.
No. 13. Railroad: Commissioners, Private Office.

No. 14. Railroad Commissioners, Business Office.
No. 15. Clerk Supreme Court, Business Office.

No. 15 1/2. Clerk Supreme Court, Private Office.

No. 16. Curtodean [Custodian] of the Capitol, Office.
No. 17. Lavatory.

No. 18. Horticultural Society.

No. 19. Horticultural Society.

No. 20. State Land Office.

No. 21. State Treasurer’s Business Office.

No. 22. State Treasurer’s Private Office.

No. 28. Superintendent of Public Instruction, Library.
No. 24. Superintendent of Public Instruction, Business Office.

No.
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No. 26. Auditor of State.

No. 27. Auditor of State.

No. 28. Governor’s Private Office.
No. 29. Governor’s Business Office.
No. 30. Governor’s Private Secretary.
No. 31. Governor’s Reception Room.
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Iowa Supreme Court Chamber



Railroad Commission Business Office
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Secretary of State’s Business Office
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Schedule B. Basement Story.

No. 3. Secretary of State, Stationery Room.
No. 5. Restaurant.

No. 6. Restaurant.

No. 11. Clerk of Supreme Court, Store Room.
No. 12. Folding Room for House and Senate.
No. 13. Horticultural Society.

No. 16. State Historical Society.

No. 17. State Historical Society.

No. 18. State Historical Society.

No. 19. State Board of Health.

No. 20. State Board of Health.

No. 21. Auditor of State.

The numbers designating the several rooms in [are] the same used on
the plans in the office of the Capitol Commissioners.
Approved, April 26, 1884.

Ground Floor




