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Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides 
weekly during the legislative session, features historical facts about Iowa, the 

Capitol, and the early workings of state government. All historical publications 
are reproduced here with the actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 

April 2, 2014 

THIS WEEK:   

BACKGROUND:   
The Iowa Capitol dome has been gilded five times. Below are the various project costs 
and the cost adjusted to represent the cost in 2010 dollars:  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

July 7, 1964 

Gold Leaf for the Dome Arrives 
Eighty-four ounces of gold leaf for the Statehouse dome arrived in Des Moines 
Tuesday. 
 

The gold, contained in boxes, was placed in the vault of State Treasurer M. L. 
Abrahamson. 
 

The gold, which will cover 22,000 square feet, cost approximately $22,000, 
state officials said. 
 

The task of placing the leaf on the dome is expected to start about August 1. 

Gold Leaf for the Dome Arrives 



Joan Conkling, 18, stepped into the vault in the State 
Treasurer’s Office Wednesday to inspect rolls of gold leaf 

for the Iowa Statehouse dome. The 23-carat gold,  
costing about $22,000, will be kept in the vault until leaf 

application is begun about August 1. Miss Conkling, a  
student at the University of Oklahoma, is working this 

summer in Treasurer M. L. Abrahamson’s office. She is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Conkling of Des Moines. 
 

Gold for Statehouse Dome 
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