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Pieces of lowa’s Past, published by the lowa Legislative Information Office monthly, features
historical facts about lowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications
with the actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained.

State House Notes in the lowa State Register 1886
November 2026

In the lowa State Register historical newspaper, a dedicated column provided a digest of daily
activities and updates from inside the lowa State Capitol. Entitled State House Notes, this
column was the primary way citizens stayed informed about their elected officials.

It was common to find legislative updates and brief summaries of bills introduced, debated, or
passed during the legislative session. But these columns, written by reporters stationed directly
inside the Statehouse, were also an interesting peek into daily life at the Capitol.
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