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As the Ninety-first Iowa General Assembly comes to an end, some of this year’s Pieces of Iowa’s 
Past articles will briefly examine the work of the First, Eleventh, Twenty-first, Thirty-first, Forty-
first, Fifty-first, Sixty-first, Seventy-first and Eighty-first General Assemblies or observe 
interesting events that happened during those years.  

The governor of Iowa in 2005 was Thomas Vilsack.  John P. “Jack” Kibbie presided over the 
Senate, and Christopher C. Rants was Speaker of the House. 
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The first session of the Eighty-first General Assembly convened January 10, 2005, and 
adjourned May 20, 2005, a 131-day session.  The second session lasted 115 days, from January 
9, 2006, until May 3, 2006.  There was also a 1-day special session on July 14, 2006.   

https://www.nga.org/governor/thomas-j-vilsack/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator/legislatorAllYears?personID=104
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator/legislatorAllYears?personID=104
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator/legislatorAllYears?personID=4
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There were 25 Republicans and 25 Democrats in the Senate; in the House, there were 51 
Republicans and 49 Democrats.   

The Eighty-first General Assembly was historically significant for its partisan tie in the Iowa 
Senate, which resulted in a unique power-sharing arrangement between Democrats and 
Republicans. Despite predictions of legislative gridlock, the two parties worked together to pass 
significant legislation. The General Assembly also made history in 2006 by overriding a 
governor's veto for the first time in more than four decades. 

It was a historic session, the longest in a quarter-century. A Democratic governor, a Republican-
controlled House and a Senate divided evenly between political parties left little room for 
anything but compromise.   

Capitol Improvements 

On June 16, 2005, Governor Vilsack signed House File 875, an infrastructure budget bill that 
included $4.5 million for another phase of restoration for the 119-year-old statehouse.  The 
amount included $700,000 to cover the cost of water damage resulting from a broken pipe on 
Christmas Eve 2004.  A break in the building’s sprinkler system sent 2,000 gallons of water 
running through ceilings and walls on the Capitol’s north side.  The project also included a $1.4 
million painting project in the rotunda, removal of mezzanine offices and relocation of the 
cafeteria.   

In 2006, the General Assembly also agreed to spend $2.3 million on the first phase of the West 
Capitol Terrace Project.  Parking lots west of the State Capitol would be removed to make way 
for a terrace with pedestrian paths, gathering spaces, benches, and native trees and flowers 
leading down the hillside from the Capitol to Pennsylvania Avenue.    

Phase one of the project began on July 17, 2006, cost $1.6 million and was completed June 
2007 to serve as a high-profile venue and finish line for the 2007 Hy-Vee International Triathlon 
Union World Cup event and Des Moines Symphony’s Yankee Doodle Pops.   

The project was the realization of years of 
dreaming and planning. Connecting the 
Capitol Complex to downtown Des Moines, 
the West Capitol Terrace provides a grand 
entrance to the Capitol and a beautiful green 
space for people to enjoy. 

Today, the State continues to enhance the 
West Capitol Terrace as per the Iowa State 
Capitol Complex Master Plan.  This year, the 
Vehicle Dispatch Building was demolished to 
complete the intended design of the West 
Capitol Terrace grounds. 

 

West Capitol Terrace Perspective Sketch, 
March 2006, Brian Clark + Associates 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=81&ba=hf875
https://das.iowa.gov/media/1063/download?inline
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Details of the West Capitol Terrace outlined in The Des Moines Register, July 28, 2007 
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A 410-stall parking lot was demolished to make way for 10 acres of terraces and plazas leading down the hillside 
from the Iowa State Capitol to Pennsylvania Avenue, where slabs of granite form a map of Iowa’s 99 counties. 
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