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Looking Back at the Henry A. Wallace Building

Known for its iconic gold-tinted windows mirroring the Capitol, the Henry A.
Wallace Building on the Capitol Complex has been plagued with issues
throughout its lifespan. The building that once housed several state agencies,
including the Department of Agriculture, Department of Natural Resources, and
Department of Public Safety, is in the process of demolition.

Looking northwest at the Henry A. Wallace Building; December 2025.
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The Wallace Building was completed in 1978 at a cost of $10.4 million. At the
time of opening, the Wallace Building contained a 1,300-gallon fish tank, two
large meat lockers, a 60-foot shooting range, the most advanced and sensitive
weights and measures devices, a multi-colored fountain, and special padded
floors for laboratory technicians who stood for hours at a time.

When it came to considering the building’s namesake, notable Iowans such as
Norman Borlaug, Carrie Chapman Catt, Henry A. Wallace, and Ansel Briggs
were contenders. Being constructed for the purpose of the new agricultural
building, there was great debate between Norman Borlaug and Henry A.
Wallace. The Iowa General Assembly chose Henry A. Wallace, who was a
farmer, journalist, scientist, businessman, humanitarian, U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture, U.S. Secretary of Commerce, and Vice President.

Fuss on Naming Building

SOME BACK ‘BORLAUG’ OVER ‘WALLACFE’

By Richard Doak
Some Republican members of
the Iowa House say a new state
agriculture building should be
named after Dr. Norman E.
Borlaug instead of the late Hen-
ry A. Wallace.

An effort to name the build-
ing after Borlaug, the native
Iowan who won the Nobel Prize
for his work in agricultural re-
earch, is being made by eight

epublican House members.

State Representative Cooper

Evans (Rep., Grundy Center),
tho is leading the effort, said
he idea is to substitute Bor-
laug’s name for that of Wal-
lace, a name already recom-
mended by a Democratically
controlled committee.

Evans said there would be
nothing wrong with naming the
building after Wallace, but he
said Wallace was probably bet-
ter known as a politician rather
than as an agriculturalist.

Wallace was a pioneer in
the commercial development
of hybrid corn. A Democrat,
he served as vice-president
under President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in the 1940s, and
also served as U.S. secretary
of agriculture and seccretary

of commerce. In 1948, he ran

NORMAN E,
BORLAVO

HENRY A,
WALLACE

unsuccessfully for president
on the Progressive Party
ticket.

In the last Legislature, when
Republicans were in the major-
ity, Democrats attempted to
name the proposed state agri-
culture building after Wallace
when funds were first appro-
priated for the building. Re-
publicans defeated that effort
and the building was left un-
named.

This year, with the Demo-
crats in control, an appropria-
tions subcomittee making a
supplemental appropriation for
the building decided to name it
after Wallace.

Evans said he plans o at-
tempt to name the building af-
ter Borlaug when the appro-
priations bill comes up before
the House. Evans said he really

does not care which man the
building is named after but
thinks the decision should be a
conscious one rather than sim-
ply accepting the Wallace
name, which is tucked away in

a long appropriations bill.

“When you think of agricul-
ture today, you think of Bor-
laug,” said Evans. “He was a
major contributor to solving the
problem of world famine.”

Evans said he does not
know Borlaug’s political affil-
iation, but believes he is
uninterested in politics.

Evans said he also thinks a
new state office building that
also will be constructed should
be named after Ansel Briggs,
Towa’s first governor and a
Democrat.

The state's two existing office
buildings are named after Rob-
ert Lucas, territorial governor,
and James Grimes, a governor
and U.S. senator and one of the
founders of the Republican
Party.

The new agriculture building
will be built on Grand Avenue,
northwest of the Statehouse.
The new state office building
will be built south of the Lucas
Office Building. The estimated
cost of the two buildings is

$23.3 million.

Des Moines Tribune; June 5,

1975.
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Henry Agard Wallace was born on October 7, 1888, near Orient, Iowa. His
grandfather, Henry Wallace, owned and edited Wallaces’ Farmer, an agricultural
newsletter widely read throughout the Midwest. Henry A. Wallace’s father, also
named Henry Wallace, served as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture in the
administrations of President Warren G. Harding and President Calvin Coolidge.
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Wallaces’ Farmer; March 24, 1916. Internet Archive, Wallaces’ Farmer Collection.

After graduating from Iowa State College, now Iowa State University, Henry A.
Wallace took over Wallaces’ Farmer, in addition to experimenting in high-
yielding strains of corn. In 1926, he created the Hi-Bred Corn Company, a firm
that marketed the first high-yield, disease-resistant corn for commercial sale.
When Franklin D. Roosevelt won the 1932 presidential election, he appointed
Wallace to be U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. Despite Wallace’s affiliation with the
Republican Party, he strongly supported Roosevelt’'s New Deal domestic
program. As U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Wallace oversaw the implementation
of significant New Deal measures, such as the Agriculture Adjustment Act of
1933.


https://archive.org/details/pub_wallaces-farmer
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For Roosevelt’s third presidential term in the 1940 election, he chose Wallace as
his Vice President. In this role, Wallace was chairman of the Board of Economic
Warfare and of the Supply Priorities and Allocations Board and acted as an
ambassador traveling to China and the Soviet Union and delivering speeches in
Central America and South America.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Henry A. Wallace; March 8, 1940. Library of Congress.

Wallace was not on the ticket with Roosevelt in the 1944 election but was kept
in Roosevelt’s cabinet and offered the position of U.S. Secretary of Commerce.
Wallace ran for president in 1948 as the Progressive Party candidate. After his
defeat, Wallace took a step back from public life and continued working in his
Pioneer Hi-Bred (formerly Hi-Bred Corn) corn company.

In 1966, one year after his death, Wallace received the Iowa Award, the state’s
highest citizen award. In December 1999, The Des Moines Register named
Wallace the “Most Influential Iowan of the 20th Century.”


https://www.loc.gov/item/2016883957/
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A 50-member committee arranged
by The Des Moines Register picked
Wallace from a list of 50 people
nomunated by panel members. The
candidates represented medicine,
athletics, industry, academia, agri-
culture, publishing, religion, music
and other fields

Register editor Dennis Ryerson
asked the group to pick the top 10
most influential lowans, then vote
for the most influential of all. You
will find the nine runners-up listed
on the previous page in alphabetical
order. On this page is a list of the
remaining nominees.

)

HENRY A. WALLACE

Bom in a two-
story farmhouse
near Greenfield in
1888, Wallace even-
tually colored the
history of the coun-

griculture giant Heary A
Wallace has been chosen
ay the most influential
Towan of the 20th century.

was the single-most influential
Lowan in the 20th century.

There is not a comfield in the
country that is not touched by the
work of Wallace, a plant scientist
who developed hybrid com seeds
Wallace founded Pioneer Hi-Bred
International Inc., and his work on
early hybrids s largely responsible
for a com-growing boom that even-
tually quadrupled the 50-bushels-an-
acre yields of his time.

As US. secretary of agriculture
under President Franklin Roosevelt,
Wallace designed New Deal

programs
the recent Freedom to Farm Act
moved to disband them.

The lowa State University gradu-
ate became vice president in
Roosevelt's third term and also
served as commerce secretary

In 148, Wallace ran for president
as the Progressive Party's candidate,
losing to Harry Truman. Wallace's

support of stronger ties with
the Soviet Union, and Communists’
support of the
that

distanced him
Washington elite after
I

Ampaign
Wallace, at ane time or another,

school lunches, and food aid,
domestic and foreign. He was
leader in liberal political thought in

his time.

Henry A. Wallace picks the first tomatoes of the season out of his
vietory garden back in July 1942. Hle was vice president then

Scientist, politician
changed farming

Henry Wallace tops list
influential I

Sons Henry and Robert, daughter Leske

RETIRED: 1948, 10 2 farm near South
Salem, N.Y

DIED: 1965

The Des Moines Register; December 31, 1999.
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Due to projected high renovation costs, the state opted to take down the Henry
A. Wallace Building. State employees who once worked in the Wallace Building
have moved to the former corporate offices for Wells Fargo on Park Avenue and
the Hoover Building on the Capitol Complex. Fencing and construction
equipment sprang up around the building before the Thanksgiving holiday and
visible demolition was apparent before the Christmas holiday. Crews began the
process of demolition by rehoming Cosmic Seed, the large sculpture that
welcomed visitors and employees at the northeast corner of the Wallace
Building, to the front of the Hoover Building.

Cosmic Seed rehomed near the Hoover Building; November 2025.
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