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Looking Back at the Henry A. Wallace Building 
 

Known for its iconic gold-tinted windows mirroring the Capitol, the Henry A. 

Wallace Building on the Capitol Complex has been plagued with issues 

throughout its lifespan. The building that once housed several state agencies, 

including the Department of Agriculture, Department of Natural Resources, and 

Department of Public Safety, is in the process of demolition. 

 

 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides monthly, features historical
facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government. All italicized text/block

quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the actual spelling,
punctuation, and grammar retained. 

Looking northwest at the Henry A. Wallace Building; December 2025. 
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The Wallace Building was completed in 1978 at a cost of $10.4 million. At the 

time of opening, the Wallace Building contained a 1,300-gallon fish tank, two 

large meat lockers, a 60-foot shooting range, the most advanced and sensitive 

weights and measures devices, a multi-colored fountain, and special padded 

floors for laboratory technicians who stood for hours at a time. 

 

When it came to considering the building’s namesake, notable Iowans such as 

Norman Borlaug, Carrie Chapman Catt, Henry A. Wallace, and Ansel Briggs 

were contenders. Being constructed for the purpose of the new agricultural 

building, there was great debate between Norman Borlaug and Henry A. 

Wallace. The Iowa General Assembly chose Henry A. Wallace, who was a 

farmer, journalist, scientist, businessman, humanitarian, U.S. Secretary of 

Agriculture, U.S. Secretary of Commerce, and Vice President. 

 

 

Des Moines Tribune; June 5, 1975. 
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Henry Agard Wallace was born on October 7, 1888, near Orient, Iowa. His 

grandfather, Henry Wallace, owned and edited Wallaces’ Farmer, an agricultural 

newsletter widely read throughout the Midwest. Henry A. Wallace’s father, also 

named Henry Wallace, served as U.S. Secretary of Agriculture in the 

administrations of President Warren G. Harding and President Calvin Coolidge.  

 

 

 

After graduating from Iowa State College, now Iowa State University, Henry A. 

Wallace took over Wallaces’ Farmer, in addition to experimenting in high-

yielding strains of corn. In 1926, he created the Hi-Bred Corn Company, a firm 

that marketed the first high-yield, disease-resistant corn for commercial sale. 

When Franklin D. Roosevelt won the 1932 presidential election, he appointed 

Wallace to be U.S. Secretary of Agriculture. Despite Wallace’s affiliation with the 

Republican Party, he strongly supported Roosevelt’s New Deal domestic 

program. As U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, Wallace oversaw the implementation 

of significant New Deal measures, such as the Agriculture Adjustment Act of 

1933. 

Wallaces’ Farmer; March 24, 1916. Internet Archive, Wallaces’ Farmer Collection. 

https://archive.org/details/pub_wallaces-farmer
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For Roosevelt’s third presidential term in the 1940 election, he chose Wallace as 

his Vice President. In this role, Wallace was chairman of the Board of Economic 

Warfare and of the Supply Priorities and Allocations Board and acted as an 

ambassador traveling to China and the Soviet Union and delivering speeches in 

Central America and South America. 

 

 

 

 

Wallace was not on the ticket with Roosevelt in the 1944 election but was kept 

in Roosevelt’s cabinet and offered the position of U.S. Secretary of Commerce. 

Wallace ran for president in 1948 as the Progressive Party candidate. After his 

defeat, Wallace took a step back from public life and continued working in his 

Pioneer Hi-Bred (formerly Hi-Bred Corn) corn company. 

 

In 1966, one year after his death, Wallace received the Iowa Award, the state’s 

highest citizen award. In December 1999, The Des Moines Register named 

Wallace the “Most Influential Iowan of the 20th Century.” 

 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Henry A. Wallace; March 8, 1940. Library of Congress. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2016883957/
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The Des Moines Register; December 31, 1999. 
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Due to projected high renovation costs, the state opted to take down the Henry 

A. Wallace Building. State employees who once worked in the Wallace Building 

have moved to the former corporate offices for Wells Fargo on Park Avenue and 

the Hoover Building on the Capitol Complex. Fencing and construction 

equipment sprang up around the building before the Thanksgiving holiday and 

visible demolition was apparent before the Christmas holiday. Crews began the 

process of demolition by rehoming Cosmic Seed, the large sculpture that 

welcomed visitors and employees at the northeast corner of the Wallace 

Building, to the front of the Hoover Building. 

 

 
 

Cosmic Seed rehomed near the Hoover Building; November 2025. 
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