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Pieces of lowa’s Past, published by the lowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative

Session, features historical facts about lowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.

All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the
actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained.

Examining the Firsts: The Fifty-First General Assembly

This year, the Ninety-first lowa General Assembly began. Some of this year’s
Pieces of Iowa’s Past articles will briefly examine the work of the First,
Eleventh, Twenty-first, Thirty-first, Forty-first, Fifty-first, Sixty-first, and
Seventy-first General Assemblies, or observe interesting events that
happened during those years.

The Fifty-first General Assembly convened January 8, 1945, and adjourned
April 12, 1945, a 95-day session. The governor of Iowa during the Fifty-first
General Assembly was Robert D. Blue. Lieutenant Governor Kenneth A.
Evans presided over the Senate, and Harold Felton was the Speaker of the
House.

There were 45 Republicans and 5 Democrats in the Senate, and in the
House, there were 91 Republicans and 17 Democrats. In total, 158
legislators served during the Fifty-first General Assembly.

Speaker of the House Harold Felton Lt. Governor Kenneth Evans Governor Robert Blue
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Preparing for a Centennial

During the Fifty-first General Assembly, Iowans were preparing for the
state’s centennial. Iowa became the twenty-ninth state admitted to the
Union on December 28, 1846.

During his speech to the General Assembly in January 1941, Governor
George Wilson called for a program for the centennial year and said that a
committee of the legislature should make a study of this subject.

THE JowA CENTENNIAL

The State of Iowa is now in its ninety-fifth year of statehood. Three
years ago the people celebrated the territorial centennial by a great
variety of events, staged in cities in the State, all having the general
purpose of reminding our people of the passing of history and the ac-
complishments of Iowa people in the past century.

The centennial of statehood is still more significant and it will afford
a good, opportunity to make our people history-minded and conscious of
the greatness of their own state and its interesting and instructive story.
We are engaged in preserving the source and materials for that history
at the State Capitol and have accumulated a vast amount of the public
records, not only for daily use but for reference by the historians, and
all this should form the basis for a year of celebration five years hence.
I respectfully call your attention to this and suggest that the time is here
for starting on a program for our centennial year. Committees of the
Legislature should make a study of this subject.

lowa House Journal, January 14, 1943

When the United States entered World War II in December 1941, a state
celebration became more questionable. According to a February 4, 1943,

report by the Iowa Statehood Centennial Committee,
the anniversary of the State of Iowa is an important
and worthy object in itself.

The committee noted that December 28, Iowa’s
official admission date, was inconvenient for three
reasons: business activities are congested at the
close of the calendar year; everyone is busy with

War Victim:
A Centennial?

What Towa does toward cele-|g
bration of its centennial next|g
year appeared Tuesday to beld
contingent upon the progress of
the war.

The Des Moines Tribune, February 27, 1945
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holiday festivities and observation; and the weather is likely to be anything
but favorable, certainly prohibitive for any outdoor program. Therefore, the
committee suggested, all of 1946 should be devoted to widespread local
observances.

In 1943, the legislature passed a joint resolution authorizing the governor to
appoint a committee for preparing plans for a celebration and appropriating
a total of $1,000 to be used by the committee for stationery, postage,
printing, and other miscellaneous expenses. Two years later, during the
Fifty-first General Assembly, the legislature passed a joint resolution
extending the time for celebrating Iowa’s centennial to January 1, 1947, to
ensure the previous 1943 joint resolution was properly carried out.

In December 1945, Governor Blue appointed 15 people to a Centennial
Celebration Committee to prepare plans for the upcoming year.

The Des Moines Tribune, December 24, 1945
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Outline: Plans for Iowa Centennial Observance

Ve

The program committee of the Iowa Centennial commission confers with the commission
chairman on’ plans’ for observing lowa’s one hundreth birthday as a state. From left are J. P.
| Mullen, Founda; Ross Burman, Burlington; Lester Milligan, Mason City, and W. J. Petersen, lowa
l City. Milligan is the commission chairman and Burman is head of the program committee. Mullen,
president of the state fair board, and Petersen, an lowa City historian, are members of Burman's

| committee.—STORY ON PAGE ONE.

The Des Moines Register, January 17, 1946

Celebrations took place across Iowa from parades and jamborees to
commemorative coins and stamps. The June 23, 1946, article from the Des
Moines Register lists the schedule of celebrations in Iowa communities
throughout the summer and fall months.
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Schedule of Centennial Celebrations in Iowa Communities
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A w displays, Sept. 23-
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lenmnl fair, Sept. 2-7.

celebration and diamond jubilee,
Sept. 13, in connection with Osce-
ola county fair, Sept. 11-13.

LE MARS — Plymouth county
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X 3 tion and welcome to service peo- 11-14; old settlers’ picnic, Aug. BRITT—Centennial celebration, of 400, Sept. 15-17. EAGLE GROVE — Centennial
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et A o [ > P . STORM LAKE—Buena Vista | 11-14. T O T Gy Sep} 19. X year with ceremonies are: Garden
summer in scores of Iowa = | county centennial celebration July| RED OAK—Fall festival and | celebration at Orange City (date | CLAKINDA—Pioncer day, vet- |Grove. Storm Lake, Jefferson, |
communities. 4. Parade, of veter- 4 ety erans day, school day, Iowa farm Dubuque, Mason y, Harlan,
Some already have been held, e Vi 1T ey ik ey st B b e “““mm“ = day, Sept. 18-21. Atantic, Guthrie Center and
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but a majority are scheduled for| Nﬂwuf Jowa Trail Riders conlexl.‘old-uma style show. ty centennial celebration, Aug. 8;|bration, Sept. 7.5 26 umm..ve Celebration will end today in
the remainder of the summer and demonstration. CEDAL | RAPIDS—Centennini oo ey pecnis ou: cnests ) Davenport, Cresco and Charles
early fall ‘ " =2 returned war vet-| FAIRFIELD—Centennial cele- | City.
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hibits, address by MacKinley Kan-

STORY CITY—Centennial fea- evening program, dance, speaker.
tor, Webster City-born novelist,| tures, Fourth of July; horse show, | STATE  CENTER . Certentisi| ADAIR—Centennial and fall
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. Aug. 16, celebration and G.I homecoming, |festival. Aug. 7-8; saddle horse
KANAWHA—G. 1. homecoming e WAPELLO—Louisa county| Aug. 14; address by Gov. Robert SNOW, horse pulling contest, pa-
and centennial celebration, June % centennial and annual homecom- D, Blue, baseball game, band 3¢ Style show, antique displays.
26, 27. ing, July 16-18; historical parade | concert, dances, historical window | CLINTON—Clinton county cen-
ANTO — Centennial  cele- % and pageant, centennial queen.|gecoration contest. tennial week, Aug. 8-16; historical
bration at Elixir Springs, June 27. 3 horse show and races, kiddies pa-|  \wOODRINE Centennial cele- PAE€ant by cast of 1,000.
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Fiven In August, wil revive the { ; chun;h u:wlcu: July:\){—page-n( ty fair featuring [ Mw SR IS
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and Bible School day. | i 3 Yty 30—dance in honor of World| CHARLES CITY — Centennial \nual 4-H club show, Aug. 19-24.
TIPTON—Victory carnival in Bob Hope's show at the state fairgrounds July 3 will have |V AT IT veterans; July 31-Aug. 3— | jamboree, Aug. 15-17.

American Legion junior baseball
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o World War 1T, June 24, 20, | up the glamour department will bo Laura Corbe et sppons g e sl cE"TE""lll cELEBnATI‘M
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. baseball, danc- | ghow,  §1,000 fireworks display, =3 I(All!"l;—(vnlrn cele-|week end, Aug. 3, & " " |carntval, ball games. HAL!GE AG..ENCY
E P Tows odnten- | PATads; Scrowning of centennial . | BURLINGTON — Des Mninzn‘ ELDON—Wapello county fair, 3

Jonea, genten: | queen, horse shoe tournament, old | Pration, July 3. e o calabcation — Your visit fo Des Moines won't be complete with-
my bana; | fiddlers contest. Pz it i g e et o ey out a stop at the B&G Hosiery Shop. Here you

1 3 >
June 25 Unveiling of historial| OSCEOLA—July 4; centennial|"‘\LSC0U by VALLEY— Centen- | contest; union church  service. will find a delightful selection of those famous Jean
inione Giogtayh e 36 Opan | Parade, Juiy 5, 6; historical pag-| | MISSOURK vaLLEY [Avs4 5.6 sstoricat apecacia ot 100 Years Old Kelly Blouses _ . . cool and fresh summer dresses

KEOKUK-—Centennial mlehm-‘by cnt of 600. Aug. 7, 8—4-H 3 . .. smart suits, skirts and slacks . . . and fun-and-

urance Since 191

date: June 30—Religious pageant, | ¢ant by 4-H clubs. Window di
featuring 300-voice community Py

MUSCATINE Centennial cele- | 4o July 4. w; horse show, Aug. o Tome <un play-suits . . . in a variety of styles and prices.

1—Historical exhibita |, ¥IRGRTINE ~Centonnisl one’|. aowmm — Historical  parade mm;nsulnr veterans and former | BUT—ONE OF THE OLDEST IN NEON Lovely Lingerie slips, gowns, panties and girdles for
sports events, July 5—Soap box|[cStUring costumes, drum,bugle |Tesicent with Maj. Gen. Phillip —_— < 2 modern lowa women. We've been serving Des
L - y 5—Soap AT "m old and new war B. Flemming, federal works ad- Established 1929 M for 15
derby. July 6—Merchants ~ pro- | ¢il (1T VP ministrator, as speaker; army s G e B
gram. July T—Motor boat re- Uont WNGEA R Centennial cel- Plane show, army and navy ex-| Cold Cathode Lighting—Fluorescent Hlumination

Centennial ju- gatta. Crowning of & “Button ,ion =it Nibits; parsdes. o = 5 =N
s T CrosEh July Qe saaper county G| EAMONT -Combined_contenni- | OSKALOOSA — Centenniat ob- | Theater Marq &

al and old-fashioned Fourth of Servance in connection with

bration. June 26-30; June homecoming and centennial cele- |y, * i s ottt B
uly celebration, July 4: historical Southern To r, Aug.

rade and concert by U. bration, July 3 and 4; parade, ‘mmde it Tt FORT DODGE —. Fall festival Pangltoans 1 NEON SIGNS ane WINDOW DISPLAYS

band; June 29, 30, air circus, speakers, window displays, his-| ¢

N‘n»‘ﬂnd . Aug.
June 20, crowning of Centennial torical pugeant, fireworks, presen- | tennial celebration, July . 16, 17.6-S. mN IGN O.
Queen: nightly rodeo. tation of centennial queen. | ALGONA 1. homecoming | Kr,os,uvqlm Centennial cel-
IOWA CITY - Johnson county CASS COUNTY — Centennial and centennial celebration,

315 SEVENTH

July | bration, Aug. 7. 1934-1936 Cottage Grove Ave.

; 30 at Lewis take, July 4. | 10, | WAVERLY — Centennia cele- Dew Motnes, Ta
through July 4; baseball games Each town to prepare histori MANNING Centennial carni- | bration—Aug. 5-10. 3
and fireworks featured on the events. I val, July 19, 20. LEON—Centennial celebration | H. A. (A1) Campbell, Owner. Phone 4-1193
Fourth PERRY — Centennial celebra-| FORT MADISON - Centennial 'and Decatur county 4-H show and

The Des Moines Register, June 23, 1946

On August 3, 1946, a 3-cent blue stamp was issued, and four days later, on
August 7, Congress authorized the coinage of 50-cent pieces—both
commemorating the 100th anniversary of Iowa’s statehood.

1846-10WA STATEHOOD CENTENN -194

3-cent lowa Centennial single
Smithsonian, National Postal Museum
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lowa Centennial half dollar

United States Mint
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