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Examining the Firsts: The Fifty-First General Assembly 

 

 

 

This year, the Ninety-first Iowa General Assembly began. Some of this year’s 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past articles will briefly examine the work of the First, 

Eleventh, Twenty-first, Thirty-first, Forty-first, Fifty-first, Sixty-first, and 

Seventy-first General Assemblies, or observe interesting events that 

happened during those years. 

  

The Fifty-first General Assembly convened January 8, 1945, and adjourned 

April 12, 1945, a 95-day session. The governor of Iowa during the Fifty-first 

General Assembly was Robert D. Blue. Lieutenant Governor Kenneth A. 

Evans presided over the Senate, and Harold Felton was the Speaker of the 

House.  

 

There were 45 Republicans and 5 Democrats in the Senate, and in the 

House, there were 91 Republicans and 17 Democrats. In total, 158 

legislators served during the Fifty-first General Assembly.  

 

 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative    
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 

Speaker of the House Harold Felton Lt. Governor Kenneth Evans Governor Robert Blue 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/perma/0815202515254
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/perma/0815202515255
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/perma/0815202515256
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Preparing for a Centennial 
 

During the Fifty-first General Assembly, Iowans were preparing for the 

state’s centennial. Iowa became the twenty-ninth state admitted to the 

Union on December 28, 1846.  

 

During his speech to the General Assembly in January 1941, Governor 

George Wilson called for a program for the centennial year and said that a 

committee of the legislature should make a study of this subject. 

 

When the United States entered World War II in December 1941, a state 

celebration became more questionable. According to a February 4, 1943, 

report by the Iowa Statehood Centennial Committee, 

the anniversary of the State of Iowa is an important 

and worthy object in itself.  

 

The committee noted that December 28, Iowa’s 

official admission date, was inconvenient for three 

reasons: business activities are congested at the 

close of the calendar year; everyone is busy with 

Iowa House Journal, January 14, 1943  

The Des Moines Tribune, February 27, 1945 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/YHJL/855070.pdf
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holiday festivities and observation; and the weather is likely to be anything 

but favorable, certainly prohibitive for any outdoor program. Therefore, the 

committee suggested, all of 1946 should be devoted to widespread local 

observances. 

 

In 1943, the legislature passed a joint resolution authorizing the governor to 

appoint a committee for preparing plans for a celebration and appropriating 

a total of $1,000 to be used by the committee for stationery, postage, 

printing, and other miscellaneous expenses. Two years later, during the 

Fifty-first General Assembly, the legislature passed a joint resolution 

extending the time for celebrating Iowa’s centennial to January 1, 1947, to 

ensure the previous 1943 joint resolution was properly carried out. 

 

In December 1945, Governor Blue appointed 15 people to a Centennial 

Celebration Committee to prepare plans for the upcoming year. 

The Des Moines Tribune, December 24, 1945  
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Celebrations took place across Iowa from parades and jamborees to 

commemorative coins and stamps. The June 23, 1946, article from the Des 

Moines Register lists the schedule of celebrations in Iowa communities 

throughout the summer and fall months. 

The Des Moines Register, January 17, 1946 
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On August 3, 1946, a 3-cent blue stamp was issued, and four days later, on 

August 7, Congress authorized the coinage of 50-cent pieces—both 

commemorating the 100th anniversary of Iowa’s statehood. 

The Des Moines Register, June 23, 1946  

3-cent Iowa Centennial single 

Smithsonian, National Postal Museum  

https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/about-us-stamps-modern-period-1940-present-commemorative-issues-1940-1949-1946-1947/100th
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Iowa Centennial half dollar 

United States Mint 

https://www.usmint.gov/learn/coins-and-medals/commemorative-coins/iowa-centennial-half?srsltid=AfmBOorokeesMxDXeDjUAVpgqdGnU6opwMAZhfFnbXcZGyNp-h74STyV

