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Examining the Firsts: Old Lawmakers Reunion 
 

 
 
This year, the 91st Iowa General Assembly begins. Some of this year’s 
Pieces of Iowa’s Past articles will briefly examine the work of the First, 
Eleventh, Twenty-first, Thirty-first, Forty-first, Fifty-first, Sixty-first, 
Seventy-first and Eighty-first General Assemblies or observe interesting 
events that happened during those years. 
  
The Twenty-first General Assembly convened January 11, 1886, and 
adjourned April 13, 1886, a 93-day session. 
 
Among the 50 Senate members were 19 Democrat-Fusions* 
and 31 Republicans. Lieutenant Governor John A.T. Hull of 
Polk County presided over the Senate. He was elected 
Secretary of the Iowa Senate in 1872 and served to 1878. He 
was then elected Iowa Secretary of State in 1878, serving six 
years followed by his service as Lieutenant Governor 
beginning in 1885. Hull went on to serve as a 
congressman from the Seventh District from 1891 until 

1911.  
 
The House of Representatives had 60 Republican 
members and 40 Democrat-Fusion* members. Speaker 
Albert Head presided over the House of Representatives. 
The legislative website reads: “Captain Head was a 
prime factor in every movement of importance that 
occurred in Jefferson or in Greene county. He was a 
man of splendid business ability and soon became the 
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Lieutenant Governor 
John A.T. Hull 

Speaker of the House 
Albert Head 

https://pubs.lib.uiowa.edu/annals-of-iowa/article/8058/galley/116764/view/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=20&personID=4039
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Governor  
William Larrabee 

wealthiest man in Greene county, Iowa … He was a man honored by every 
class of society, and whose brilliant career added luster to his county and 
state.” 
 
Governor William Larrabee served as the thirteenth 
Governor of Iowa from 1886 until 1890. His 
administration was noted for the firm stand he took in 
securing legislation to regulate the rates of railroad 
transportation and his rigid adherence to the principle of 
prohibition of liquor traffic.  
 
*Since the start of the Civil War, Democrats had been in the minority across Iowa; electoral 
fusion with the Greenback Party represented the Democrats’ best chance to get their 
candidates into office.  
 

The First Old Lawmakers Reunion 
 

The Pioneer 
Lawmakers' 
Association of Iowa 
had its origin in a 
reunion of old 
lawmakers that 
assembled on 
February 24, 1886.   
 
Norman Boardman, 
who was the senator 
from Clinton County 
in the Ninth and 
Tenth General 
Assemblies, from 
1862 to 1866, first 
proposed a reunion 
of members of the 
early legislatures of 
Iowa.   

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator/legislatorAllYears?personID=4315
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator/legislatorAllYears?personID=4315
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=9&personID=5321
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On September 26, 1885, he wrote to former Lieutenant Governor Gue of Des 
Moines: "I see by eastern papers that all the living members of the Vermont 
legislatures are to have a reunion in October, with very interesting exercises. 
Why cannot we have one in Iowa? In conversation with John Scott, of 
Nevada, a few days ago, I found that he was heartily in favor of such a 
reunion, and I would like to have your opinion on the subject. Will you 
please confer with such of the old members as you may be able to see and 
let me know the result. NORMAN BOARDMAN." 
 
Upon this suggestion, many of the old lawmakers were consulted, and in 
January, the following call was issued and published in the papers 
throughout the state:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Des Moines Register; Feb 25, 1886 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=7&personID=5352
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=9&personID=4246
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According to the Des Moines Register, on February 19, 1886, “a joint 
meeting of the various committees in charge of the arrangements for the 
reunion was held with good attendance and interest in the upcoming 
gathering of the most notable body of men that ever assembled in Iowa. 
Responses have been received from about one hundred and fifty ex-member 
and officers of the old-time legislatures expressing their warm approval of 
the proposed reunion and accepting the invitation to be present and 
participate in its doings.” The newspaper goes on below: 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Pieces of Iowa’s Past 
       5         April 2025    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Pieces of Iowa’s Past 
       6         April 2025    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Pieces of Iowa’s Past 
       7         April 2025    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Four years later, the early lawmakers again assembled in Des Moines and 
organized a permanent society known as The Pioneer Lawmakers' 
Association of Iowa, which continues to meet to this day. Reunions are held 
at the Capitol building on the second Wednesday of February in the years 
that the General Assembly holds its regular sessions with membership open 
to all former state officers who served 20 years prior to each biennial 
reunion. The published proceedings of the several sessions of the Association 
now make more than nine hundred pages of valuable contributions to Iowa 

Pioneer Lawmaker Resolution 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/YHJL/855034.pdf


  Pieces of Iowa’s Past 
       8         April 2025    

history. The signature book of the Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association can be 
found here.  
 
 
 
More Information: 
Pioneer Law-Makers Association of Iowa. A Brief History of The Organization, 
And Proceedings of The Reunions of 1886 And 1890. Published February 28, 
1890.  
 
 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/PL/1040707.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/PL/798231.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/PL/798231.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/PL/798231.pdf

