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This year marked the beginning of the 90th Iowa General Assembly. Some 
of this year’s Pieces of Iowa’s Past articles will briefly examine the work of 
the 10th, 20th, 30th, 40th, 50th, 60th, 70th, and 80th General Assemblies, 
or observe interesting events that happened during those years.  Special 
thank you to Leslie Hickey, Iowa Code Editor, for her research, assistance, 
and expertise on this topic. 
  
The 40th General Assembly convened January 8 and adjourned April 17, 
1923, a 100-day session.  The Governor of Iowa in 1923 was Nathan 
Kendall. Lieutenant Governor John Hammill presided over the Senate, and 
J.H. Anderson was Speaker of the House. 
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Governor 
Nathan Kendall 

Lieutenant Governor 
John Hammill Speaker J.H. Anderson 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?personID=3403&ga=32
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?personID=3403&ga=32
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?personID=3234&ga=34
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?personID=3234&ga=34
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=40&personID=2752
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There were 46 Republicans and four Democrats in the Senate, and in the 
House, there were 92 Republicans, 15 Democrats, and one Independent. 
Kendall was a Republican.  In total, 158 legislators served during the 40th 
General Assembly. 

 
 Calling for a Special Session 

 
The 40th General Assembly (GA) contained a special session that notably 
lasted for more calendar days than the regular session.  The special session 
convened on December 4, 1923, and adjourned on July 30, 1924.  However, 
the legislature was recessed from April 26 through July 22, 1924.  The 
special session lasted for a total of 239 days and was the longest special 
session in state history. 
 

The Constitution of the State of 
Iowa grants powers to call a 
special session to convene in 
one of two ways. One way is 
the governor calling back 
the legislature by 
proclamation.  When both 
houses are assembled, he or 
she must state the purpose 
as to why the special session 
was called.  The other way is 
that two-thirds of the 
members in each of the 
chambers must submit a 
written petition to the 
presiding officer in their 
respective house.   
 
The Senate Journal made 
clear Kendall's reasoning in 
calling the extra session to 
convene nearly eight 
months after the regular 
session was adjourned. 

The Gazette; April 16, 1923 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/ICP/1023055.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/ICP/1023055.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/YSJL/855231.pdf
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In calling for the special session, Kendall referred back to his speech on 
January 9, 1923, at the beginning of the 40th GA. He wanted the legislature 
to revise and condense the Iowa Code during the regular session. Kendall 
had already denied a special session during the previous GA (a decision that 
was met with some criticism). 
 
However, Kendall pointed out that a joint committee of legislators advised 
that a special session was needed to complete the task. Public sentiment 
also seemed to echo the legislators' feelings. 
 

Excerpt from The Senate Journal  

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/YSJL/855230.pdf
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In March 1923, about a month before session would later end, The Boyden 
Reporter published an article saying legislators were predicting a need for a 
special session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Revising the Code of Iowa 
 
From December to July, there was a massive overhaul of the Iowa Code. 
Previously, the Code had not been updated since 1897. This meant that 
periodically, within the nearly 30 years without a complete Code 
published, the new laws that had been passed were compiled and added 
into a supplement for the Code.  
 
Theoretically, a law that had been passed in 1908 may have been 
overridden by a new law passed ten years later in 1918. Given that 30-
year gap without a complete Code, it would have been incredibly difficult 
to determine the laws of the state. 
 

The Boyden Reporter; March 29, 1923 
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The update in 1924 marked a significant change in the way the Code 
was organized and carried out. That way is still in use today and is 
considered the first compilation of the modern Code for a number of 
reasons. 
 
First, the Code was given a coherent numbering system. This system 
was used until 1945. In 1946, there was a complete renumbering of the 
Code, which is the numbering system used today. Second, a position of 
Code Editor was made permanent. The Code Editor was appointed by 
the Iowa Supreme Court and was overseen by a Code Supervising 
Committee, which was also established in the special session. Finally, 
changes were made so that the Code was to be published every four 
years for consistency with editing and publication. 
 

The publishing schedule came as a 
result of an early April report by the 
Des Moines Register that the Code's 
revision was to cost the State 
$600,000. 
 
Representative Ernest P. Harrison 
proposed to the rest of the 
legislature a bill that he believed 
would save the state money in the 
long run, approximately $400,000 
for the next 26 years after passage.  
The bill would put into law that the Code be published every four years, 
the base of the idea being that with consistent editing and publication, 
labor costs would be reduced.  On April 8, 1942, that bill was passed by 
the Senate, the second chamber to vote positively for it. 
 
While some of these changes were made permanent and others changed 
throughout the years, this special session to overhaul the Code and 
process greatly changed how the laws of Iowa were organized and 
presented to the public. 
 
 

 

Des Moines Register; April 1, 1924 
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The Des Moines Register; April 9, 1924 


