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Sketches of Iowa, the Emigrant’s Guide 
 

 

John B. Newhall arrived in Burlington in 1834 

and established a general store with Isaac 

Newhall and Joseph Newhall.   

 

In fact, the first issue of the Wisconsin 

Territorial Gazette and Burlington Advertiser of 

July 27, 1837, included an advertisement for 

their establishment. 

 

But that wasn’t all John B. Newhall was 

interested in. He was a careful student of the 

new territory and was especially interested in 

the difficulties facing those early pioneers. 

He expressed that interest in writing three 

books on that very subject. 

 

In 1841, Newhall wrote a 252-page volume, 

“Sketches of Iowa, or the Emigrant’s Guide.” 

The book was dedicated to Augustus Caesar Dodge, a delegate to Congress 

from the territory of Iowa. 

 

Three years later, he wrote a second volume, “The British Emigrants’ Hand 

Book, and Guide to the New States of America, Particularly Illinois, Iowa, 

and Wisconsin.” This 100-page book was published in London. 
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Cover photo of Newhall’s “Sketches 

of Iowa” 

https://books.google.com/books/about/Sketches_of_Iowa_or_the_Emigrant_s_Guide.html?id=Yjt1mgEACAAJ
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After Newhall went abroad on a lecture tour promoting his “Sketches of 

Iowa,” he returned and immediately began writing his third book on the 

Iowa territory, “A Glimpse of Iowa in 1846.” 

But it was that first “Sketches of Iowa” that seemed to advertise the infinite 

advantages of immigrating to the new territory. 

 

 

Incorporated into that work was a map, which included a correct description 

of the agricultural and mineral resources as a result of much observation and 

travel over several years. It’s considered one of the rarest early maps of 

Iowa and one of the earliest to focus on the Iowa territory. 

 

The map also showed 

the boundaries of 

counties, township 

lines, ranges, prairies, 

and timberlands, as 

well as the location of 

cities, towns, Native 

American villages, and 

post and steamboat 

routes. 

 

Excerpt from the preface of “Sketches of Iowa” 

 

Letter from the surveyor-general for the Wisconsin and Iowa territories 

praising Newhall for his map of Iowa. 

https://books.google.com/books/about/Sketches_of_Iowa_or_the_Emigrant_s_Guide.html?id=Yjt1mgEACAAJ
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Newhall’s 1841 map of Iowa 


