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The Iowa Legislative website reads: “Hon. M. H. 
Calkins was born near the town of Mexico, Oswego 

County, N. Y., Sept. 25, 1828, and died in Wyoming, 

Jones County, Iowa, Sept. 28, 1909. He was of 
Puritan descent and the second son of John and 

Caroline (Habert) Calkins. He was a lineal descendant 
of Thomas Cushman, who preached the first sermon 

ever printed in America. 
 

“He received an education in the rural schools of New 
York, and at the age of seventeen, he taught in the 

rural schools of Oswego County, and afterwards in the 
city of Oswego. He held the sixth teacher’s state 

certificate issued in the state of New York. He 
afterward read medicine in a local doctor’s office and 

then took a course in the College of Medicine in 
Geneva, N. Y., and later finished his course in the 

Medical University of New York City. 

 
“He was married Nov. 5th, 1855, to Miss Lucinda Lowden of North Bay, 

Oneida County, N. Y. Hearing of the golden opportunities of the Mississippi 
valley, he started westward, arriving at Maquoketa, Iowa, where he stayed a 

few weeks and then moved to Wyoming, Jones County, Iowa, where he 
resided and practiced medicine until the infirmities of old age came upon 

him, and he then rested from his labors.” 

 

 

 

 

Pieces of Iowa’s Past, published by the Iowa State Capitol Tour Guides weekly during the Legislative    
Session, features historical facts about Iowa, the Capitol, and the early workings of state government.  
All italicized text/block quotes in this document are taken directly from historical publications with the 

actual spelling, punctuation, and grammar retained. 
 

Personal and professional life 

Martin H. Calkins 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators/legislator?ga=19&personID=4277
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According to the Iowa legislative website, “When Wyoming was incorporated, 

Dr. Calkins was unanimously elected its first mayor. He was sent south 
during the Civil War to take the vote of the soldiers and did many patriotic 

acts to prosecute the Civil War. In 1881 he was elected to the office of state 
representative of Jones County, without opposition and served in the 

Nineteenth and Twentieth General Assemblies with honor to himself and to 
his constituency. He served as chairman on Public Health and was the author 

of a bill requiring a rigid inspection of illuminating oils used in mines, and 
regulating the sale thereof.”  

 

Miner’s light, while necessary for the miner’s work, brought a risk of 
explosion. Petroleum mixed with coal or kerosene would emit a combustible 

vapor at a low temperature, compromising the miner’s safety. Illuminating 
petroleum needed to test to a specific “flash-point” to be safely used in the 

mine. 
 

However, Standard Oil, which had one of the most active and unscrupulous 
lobbies, provided a strong fight against the legislation. They went so far as 

to steal and hide the legislation. But Calkins called a stop during the last 

Political life 

Mineral map of Iowa shows the areas where coal was located and mined; Coal Mining in Iowa 

 

https://iowahist.uni.edu/Social_Economic/CoalMining_inIowa/coal_mining_in_iowa.htm
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hours of session and had the bill searched for until found and later passed on 
April 2, 1884, much to the surprise of the lobby who thought they had 

resolved the matter for that session. 
 

The law, which created the position of state oil inspector, brought in a net 
revenue of $10,000 to $12,000 a year, to say nothing of the safety to people 

using illuminating oils. 
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 1886 Iowa Official Register 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/iactc/20.1/CH0185.pdf
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THE CALKINS HOUSE, built in 1860 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places, has 
been donated to the city of Wyoming for use as a museum. The house was the home of Dr. Martin 
H Calkins, first doctor in the Wyoming area. His office is the oldest original doctors office west of 
the Mississippi. 

1855-1905 Souvenir Book for Wyoming Iowa 

1885 oil inspectors 

M.H. Calkins, M.D. 

https://iagenweb.org/jones/history/twps_towns/wyoming.html

