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Wilton’s college was established in 1866 as Wilton Seminary.  It consisted of 

eight acres given in two parts by Benedict and Elizabeth Maurer.  

 

The first college building, Butterfield Hall, was a two-story brick construction 

with a mansard third floor. 
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This building, Butterfield Hall, sat on the west side of campus and housed the library, reading 

room, gymnasium, recitation rooms, laboratories, and chapel. 
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In about 1869, a three-story 

brick structure, Norton Hall, 

was built on the east end of 

campus. The building could 

accommodate about 50 

students and faculty. 

 

The ground floor of the 40- 

by 70-foot building featured 

faculty apartments and public 

rooms. Separate staircases 

led to the girls’ dormitory on 

the second floor and the 

boys’ dormitory on the third 

floor. The basement 

contained the kitchen and 

dining hall. 

 

In 1871, undergoing the first of many name changes, the campus became 

Wilton Collegiate Institute. 

 

In 1880, Wilton Collegiate Institute became Wilton Academy, offering high 

school courses. 

 

In 1894, Wilton Academy became Wilton German-English College, which 

dissolved about 1910.  

 

After the college dissolved, Norton Hall was converted into apartments but 

later torn down. The eastern half of the campus was converted into Wilton 

Park.  

 

Frances Frymeyer’s article, 

written in the mid-1970s, 

states the remainder of the 

campus contains the Norton 

Apartments (Butterfield Hall) 

and privately owned lots and 

homes.  

The second building, Norton Hall, was built on the east side of 

campus. 
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Muscatine Weekly Journal and Muscatine Evening Journal, 1868-1871 
 

Muscatine Weekly Journal, August 20, 1869 

Muscatine Weekly Journal, December 4, 1868 

Muscatine Evening Journal, August 14, 1871 
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Wilton German-English 

College announcement, 1902 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1869 catalog lists the following “Rules of the Boarding House”: 

1. Occupants of rooms must keep them clean – floors, walls, stoves and 

furniture; and must carefully abstain from marking or otherwise damaging any 

part of the building or its furniture. Otherwise cleaning and repairing may be 

done by the Proprietor at the expense of the violator of this rule. 

2. Ashes, water, etc. must not be thrown anywhere about the building, but 

where the proprietor may direct. No smoking is allowed either within the 

building or anywhere on the premises. 

3. Every precaution must be taken against fire. 

4. Students are not allowed in the parlor nor in the family room except on 

business, nor at the Professor's rooms except at hours appointed for the 

reception of visitors.   

Students are not allowed to visit each other's rooms during study hours, or on 

the Sabbath, except by permission of the Principal or Preceptress. 

5. Ladies and gentlemen are not allowed to interchange visits, either at their 

own rooms or elsewhere, or to indulge any private interviews. When occasion 

requires, they may meet briefly at the parlor only by permission of the Principal 

or the Preceptress. 

6. Wrestling, running and loud noise are forbidden within the building at any 

time. 

7. Study hours must be strictly observed. 

8. The house must be still and the doors will be locked at 10:00 PM. 

9. All rules for the regulation of the Boarding House apply to occupants alike in 

vacation and term time. 
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